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Report No. 31. 

8th January, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 

The statutory Estimates Meeting of the Joint Board and 
the ordinary stated monthly meeting was held in the Board
room, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, the 8th day of January, 
1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) in the Chair. The 
following members were also present :-

City of Dublin Representatives :-Alderman Alfred Byrne, 
Councillors T. P. Bourke, Thomas Byrne, P. J. Coghlin, 
William J. Colman, P.C., Bernard Conway, Felix Fegan, 
Frank Foley, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P. T. O'Reilly, Mrs. Lillie 
O'Shea Leamy, P.C., John Smithers and Mr. John Cahill. 

County Dublin Representative :-Mr. Eoin O'Keeffe. 
County W icklow Representatives :-Councillors C. M. Byrne, 

James Everett, T.D., and P. P. O'Reilly. 
Apologies for non-attendanc were received from Councillors 

J. J. Hannon and H. P. Dockrell and Miss M. Kneafsey. 

The Minutes of last meeting (Report No. 28) of the 18th 
December were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 18th December, 
1947, to 7th January, 1948, as under, was submitted and 
signed:-

On Hospital Register on 18th Dec
ember, 1947 ... 

Admitted to 7th January, 1948 ... 

Males Females Total 
Discharged to 7th 

January, 1948 10 9 19 
Died to 5 6 11 
Escaped to 

Remaining on Hospital Register 
on 8th January, 1948 ... 

Absent on trial and escape, do. 

Number actually resident on 8th 
January, 1948, as per Morning 
Statement lk>ok 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Number of patients in Grangegorman 
Mental Hospital . . . . .. 

Number of Patients in Portrane 
Mental Hospital 

Total number resident as above ... 

Males Females Total 

1506 
17 

1831 
19 

3337 
36 

1523 1850 3373 

15 15 

1508 1835 
26 21 

1482 1814 

30 

3343 
47 

3296 

712 1160 1872 

770 654 1424 

1482 1814 3296 



Joint &ard. 

CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

Total 

8th January, 194S. 

2466 
462 
293 

5!j 

16 

3'296 

ESTIMATE AND DEMAND FOR 1948-49. 
Councillor James Everett proposed and Councillor C. M, 

Byrne seconded " That the amount of the demand on the 
Wicklow County Council for the year 1948--49 be reduced 
by .£10,000." 

The motion was ruled out of order by the Chairman. 
Councillor Felix Fegan proposed and Councillor C. M. 

Byrne seconded " That the Estimates be referred to a Special 
Sub-Committee which would examine them further and report 
whether any reduction could be made." 

The resolution was put to the meeting and declared lost 
by four votes for to fourteen against. Those voting for the 
motion were :-Councillors Felix Fegan, P. P. O'Reilly, 
C. M. Byrne and James Everett. Those voting against were :
Alderman Alfred Byrne, Councillors T. P. Bourke, John 
Breen, Thomas Byrne, P. J. Coghlin, William J. Colman, 
Bernard Conway, Frank Foley, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P . '1'. 
O'Reilly, Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy, John Smithers, Messrs. 
John Ca.hill and Eoin O'Keeffe. 

After further discussion Councillor Frank Foley proposed 
a.nd Councillor John Smithers seconded:-

" That the Manager's estimate of expenses for the ensuing 
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financial year 1948-49, amounting to a total of £456,595, as 
set out in Table A of the official estimate and demand now 
submitted, be amended by the addition of £6,250 to provide 
for the increase in remuneration of the nursing staff, to which 
reference is inade in Par. 5 of the Manager's report, and that 
the Manager's estimate of expenses, as so amended, be and 
the same hereby is approved and adopted ; and 

that the Joint Board determines the following to be the 
amounts to be demanded from the contributing authorities, 
viz:-

Corporation of Dublin 
County Council of Dublin 
County Council of Wicklow 

£367,492 
71,051 
45,835 

£484,378 

and authorizes the Chairman and the Chief Clerk to sign the 
formal demands on the contributing Councils for those 
amounts ." 

The resolution was put to the meeting and was declared 
passed by 14 votes in favour and 3 votes against. Those 
voting for the motion were :-Alderman Alfred Byrne, 
Councillors T. P. Bourke, John Breen, Thomas Byrne, P. J. 
Coghlin, William J. Colman, Bernard Conway, Frank Foley, 
Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P. T. O'Reilly, Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy, 
John Smithers, Messrs. John Cahill and Eoin O'Keeffe. 
Those voting against were :-Councillors C. M. Byrne, James 
Everett and P. P. O'Reilly. Councillor Felix Fegan did not 
vote. 
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INSPECTION REPORT, PORTRANE, 5TH JANUARY, 
1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Blake, we, the undersigned, 
inspected Portrane Mental Hospital to-day. 

2.. We found the dormitories both in the Male and Female 
sides clean and tidy. In going through the Female side one 
must notice the glaring stains which appear in the walls and 
many reports have been made about it. The principal cause 
is the flat roofs and from our inspection of these roofs we 
believe that more trouble may be expected. Another cause 
of stain is the steam system radiators and while we believe 
that the cause has been cured, the wearing out of the washer 
creates the trouble again. In the event of a pe:i'lna:hent cure 
not being procurable we would suggest a constant inspection 
of same. 

3. In passing through No. 6 male dormitories we noticed 
the passages and some of the lavatories require attention. 
Dr. Blake informs ns that a sum of money has been allocated 
in the estimates for this work. 

4. The Therapy departments of both sides are sadly in 
need of supplies and whatever trouble may be caused through 
constant application for same will be amply rewarded through 
the occupation of the patients. 

5. It is seldom in our vi&its to the Institution that one does 
not bear complaints from some of the patients regarding 
their detention and constant requests for their discharge 
and needless to remark the same requests from the same 
persons were made to us. Our only comment on the matter if! 
that the doctors know their duty and we believe know it well. 

6. In closing our report we mu t acknowledge the extra
ordinary number of patients who approached us to offer their 
thanks to the Committee for the generou supply of Turkey, 
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Plumpudding, Barmbrack and extra teas given to them for 
Christmas. To many of them it was the happiest they enjoyed 
for some years past and they were grateful. 

JOHN CAHILL, 
WILLIAM J. COLMAN, P.O. , 
THOMAS BYRNE. 

Order. Received late. Consideration defernd to next meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
The follo-wing were nominated as Visiting Members to 

Grangegorman and Portrane Mental Hospitals for the ensuing 
period to 19th February, date of next monthly meeting :

Grangegorman : 
Mr. J obn Cahill ; 
Councillor Frank Foley ; 

" John Smithers. 
Portrane: 

Councillor Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy ; 
P. T. O'Reilly. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

Bth January, 1948. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's Hospitals 

on 6th instant was :-

Males Females Total 
1482 1814 3296 

ll. compared with :-
6th January, 1947 151,4 1818 3332 
6th January, 1946 1518 1816 3334 
6th January, 1945 1505 1787 3292 
6th January, 1944 1485 1800 3285 
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this year's number being 36 less than on the corresponding 
date last year but ll more than on the corresponding date 
in 1944. 

2. Since 16th ultimo 18 male and 20 female patients were 
admitted, total 38. Thirty-three chargeable patients were 
admitted, of whom three are temporary, three voluntary, 
and twenty-seven persons of Unsound Mind. Five district 
private patients were admitted, of whom one is voluntary, 
two temporary and two persons of Unsound Mind. 

3. The general condition of tl)e hospitals and the health 
of the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the Branch 
R.M.S. to be satisfactory. Male patient W.A.McC. (34610) , 
Grangegorman, contracted chicken pox during the month 
but has now recovered. 

No serious accidents to patients are reported since the date 
of the last meeting of the Board. 

4. On the morning of 17th ultimo male patient C.S. (27807). 
Portrane, complained of abdominal pain. He was seen by an 
Assistant Medical Officer who transferred him to the infirmary. 
He had symptoms of an obstruction of the bowels but all 
efforts to relieve the obstruction failed and he was transferred 
to Grangegorman by ambulance with a view to surgical 
treatment. The Surgeon who was called in considered that 

' the patient was beyond surgical treatment and the patient 
died the same evening. A post-mortem examination revealed 
a torsion of the bowel. The Branch R.M.S. reports : " This 
condition, which is very rare, appears to have been very acute 
as the patient was in his normal health and working in the 
temporary buildings kitchen on t he previous day." 

5. On Sunday, 14th December, two liberty patients from 
Portrane were seen in Dublin at 5.40 p.m. by a male nurse 
who waa off duty. The nurse succeeded in capturing K .F. 
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(42620) and brought him to Grangegorman . The other patient 
M.K. (43002) rl'fused to go with the nurse and ran away 
but later turned up at Grangegorman of his own accord . 
I luwe commended t)le male nurse for his af'tion in the matter. 

On the same date male patient J.M. (43005), Portrane, 
when being brought back from Church Service at 8.5 p.m. 
with seven other patients eluded the male nurse in charge 
and made his escape in the darkness. Immediate search was 
made for him but it was not until 3 a.m. that he was discovered 
in the neighbourhood and brought back to the Hospital. 

The Branch R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to 
any member of the staff for these· escapes. 

6. Accidents to Staff-Portrane.-Nurse K .O'B. dislocated 
her right shoulder as a result of slipping in the corridor on 
the evening of 30th November. She was off duty from 1st 
to 14th December. 

P .S., Farmyard Foreman, received an injury to his right 
side while playing football for the institution team on 7th 
ult. He was attended by an Assistant Medical Officer and 
has been off duty since 8th ultimo. 

C.K., temporary farm labourer, is stated to have strained 
his right side in jumping from a cart when the horse attempted 
to bolt. He has been off duty since 31st ultimo. 

No accidents to the members of the Grangegorman staff 
are reported since the last meeting of the Board. 

7. The Minister for Health has declared revised qualifica
tions for General Trained Nurses in the Board's service which 
has the effect of reducing the minimum height limit from 
5 ft. 4 ins. to 5 ft. 2 ins. and removing the ~aximum age limit 
of 30 years. . 
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8. As directed by the Board at its last meeting, the Chief 
Clerk wrote to the Dublin Corporation and Dublin County 

Council asking if special consideration could be given to the 

cases of retired members of the Board's staff who are required 

to vacate the houses occupied by them on the Estate and who 

require alternative accommodation. A reply has been received 
from the Dublin County Council to the effect that no vacancies 

exist in the Council's cottages at present but that, in the event 

of any vacancies arising, the Commissioner would be prepared 

to consider applications for tenancies from these retired 
officers. 

9. On the recommendation of the Agricultural M~nager, 

I have accepted the tender of W. H. Lamb & Co., being the 

lowest of two tenders received in response to public advertise

ment, for certified seed potatoes required for Portrane as 
follows:-

2! tons Epicures @ £20 per ton I 
2! tons Home Guard @ £19 per ton ~delivered 
7 tons Dunbar Rovers @ £19 per ton J January. 

20 tons Kerrs Pink @ £16 per ton ~elivered 
March. 

10. The potato crop at Portrane has proved insufficient 

to supply the two Hospitals for the whole year and tenders 

were invited by public advertisement on 17th ultimo for the 

quantity of 420 tons required for the months of January to 

June inclusive. On the recommendation of the Agricultural 

Manager, I have accepted the tender of Nichola myth, 
Corporation Fi-uit Market, being the lower of two received 

for Kerrs Pinks, at the wholesale control prices, i.e. a.t the 
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maximum prices for sale to a retail trader 88 laid down in Potatoes (Maximum Prices) No. 2 Order, 1947, viz.:-
January, 1948 £13 0 0 per ton. 
February, 1948 £13 10 0 , 
March/ April, 1948 £14 0 0 , 
May, 1948 £14 10 0 , 
June, 1948 £15 0 0 , 

11. With the approval of the Combined Purchasing Section, Department of Local Government, I have accepted an offer of Hill & Son, Ltd., Lucan, for 150 pairs of blankets, 64 ins. 
X 84 ins., 8! lbs., at 22j 9d. per blanket, being the lowest of nine offers received in response to a number of enquiries issued. 

12. At 2.30 a.m. on Christmas morning an outbreak of fire was observed in the Storekeeper's residence at Portrane. The Hospital Fire Brigade turned out promptly and the fire, which was confined to the drawingroom, was soon extinguished. The estimated cost of repairing the damage caused to the house is £44 and a claim has been submitted to the Fire Insurance Company. 

13. One of the Assistant Medical Officers' houses-No. 228 North Circular Road-at present vacant, was broken into during the night of December 19th. The Clerk of Works reports that the only damage done consisted of the breaking of two panes of glass. The Gardai have been notified. 
14. In connection with the report of inspection at Grangegorman on 18th ultimo, submitted by Councillor T. P. Bourke and Mr. Eoin O'Caoimh :-

Par. (iii).-The accommodation in the Pharmacy and the Qllol'penter's shop is not satisfactory. It is, however, difficult 
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to improve the position until the general problem of pro

viding additional accommodation is being dealt with. 

Par. (iv).-Rugs are made at present from tailors' 

clippings and the colours of this material are of necessity 

rather dull. In normal times brighter rugs are made from 

wool but the canvas backing for these rugs is unobtainable 

at present. , 
Par. (v).-The electric lamps in the shoe shop are being 

cleaned. 
Par. (vi).-The Clerk of Works reports that it is difficult 

adequately to ventilate the male canteen. An improve

ment was made by altering the windows and an agitator 

fan has been installed which the Clerk of Works considers 

more suitable than a suction fan. It is intended to repaint 

the Canteen but a suitable opportunity is awaited as it 

will be necessary to remove all the stock while this is being 

done. Arrangements are being made for the cleaning of the 

windows. 

15. I am submitting with this report copy of a table 

received from the Department of Health showing the average 

cost per patient in district and auxiliary mental hospitals 

during year ended 31st March, 1947. The average cost per 

patient in Grangegorman and Portrane combined during that 

year, calculated in accordance with the Public Bodies Orders 

1942 and 1946, is 6s. 10.02d. per day or £124 l4s. 9d. per 

annum. I am informed that the figures in Column l of the 

Department's table do not include expenditure on repayment 

of loans which in the ca e of Grangegorman and Portrane 

averaged £5 l6s. lld. per patient per annum. 

T. C. O'MAHONY, 

Dublin Assistant City M anaqer, 

Order. Noted. 
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DISTRICT AND AUXILIARY MENTAL HOSPITALS. 

TABLES SHOWING THE AVERAGE COST PER PATIENT FOR THE 

YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH, 194-7. 

I.-DISTRICT MENTAL HOSPITALS. 

Average cost per Average cost per 
patient per annum patient per annum 

based on actual deducting repayment 
District Mental consumption as of loans and other 

Hospitals. calculated in accord- Miscellaneous Receipts 
ance with the Public from the actual Gross 
Bodies Order, 1946 Expenditure. 

£ B. d. £ B. d. 
Ardee 79 2 10 74 5 5 

Ballinasloe and 
Castlerea. 81 5 6 82 7 3 

Carlow 79 17 9 74 16 7 
Castle bar 69 16 67 8 6 
Clonmel 72 12 10 72 11 10 
Cork 70 8 8 68 0 5 
Ennis 85 1 0 82 18 2 
Enniscorthy 84 13 9 87 19 2 
Grsngegorman and 

Portrane 118 17 10 109 9 6 . 
Kilkenny 75 14 6 75 6 4 
Killarney 72 11 0 69 6 6 
Letterkenny 82 18 0 78 0 9 
Limerick 

78 19 5 79 19 5 
Monaghan 92 19 0 87 11 6 
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District Mental 
Hospitals. 

Mullingar ... 

Portlaoighise 

Sligo 

Waterford 

AVEBAGE 

13 · 8th January, 1948. 

Average cost per Average cost per 
patient per annum patient per annum 

based on actual deducting repayment 
consumption as of loans and other 

calculated in accord- Miscellaneous Receipts 
ance with the Public from the actual Gross 
Bodies Order, 1946 Expenditure. 

99 15 10 

76 

82 

11 

7 

81 13 5 

87 7 5 

93 17 8 

82 9 3 

72 8 6 

80 19 9 

83 17 5 

H.-AUXILIARY MENTAL HosPITAL. 

Youghal 50 12 4 53 2 11 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY MISS M. KNEAFSEY. 

" It is desirable that there should be more ladies on the 
Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committees, and, with 
that object in view, that the Visiting Committees be revised 
and such number ofladies, who are not members of the Board, 
as the Board may decide on, be appointed thereto." 

At the request of Miss Kneafsey, consideration of the motion 
was adjourned to the next meeting of the Board. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Circular letter 
No. 161 H.S.G. (M.H.). 

AN ROINN SLAINTE, 

(Department of Health) , 
TEACH AN CHUSTAIM, 

(Custom House), 
BAlLE ATHA CLIATH. 

(Dublin). 
24 NoUaig, 1947. 

HEALTH SERVICES (FINANCIAL PROVISIONS) BILL, 
1947. 

A CluRA, 

l. I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to 
the Health Services (Financial Provisions) Bill, 1947, at 
present before the Oireachtas and to state that the Bill will 
provide for the payment as from the 1;t April, 1948, of a 
consolidated Health Services Grant to Health Authorities, 
i.e., County Borough Councils and County Councils. The 
voted grants payable in aid of expenditure on Tuberculosis, 
School Medical Service, Maternity and Child Welfare and 
Venereal Disease Schemes and for the supply of niilk to 
necessitous children and the Licence Duty Grant payable in 
aid of Medical and Educational expenditure, Salaries of 
Sanitary Officers, Maintenance of Mental Hospital Patients 
and five-eighths of the amount payable from the Estate 
Duty Grant on behalf of Public Assistance Authorities will 
cease as from that date. The subvention at present available 
from these grants will be continued by being merged in the 
new grant. 

2. The Bill empowers the Minister t.o declare the health 
services which will be Recognised Health Services for the 



Joint Board. 15 8th January, 1948. 

purposes of the grant. The Bill defines Health Expenditure, 
Standard Expenditure and Minor Receipts and provides 
that the amount of grant payable in respect of any financial 
year will be equal to the sum by which the Health Expenditure 
on Recognised Health Services in that year exceeds the 
Standard Expenditure for that y~ar. The amount of the 
grant is subject to the limitation that if in any financial year 
the Health Expenditure exceeds twice the Standard Expendi
ture the amount payable shall be reduced by one half of such 
excess. The Standard Expenditure will be the amount ex
pended on Recognised Health Services in respect of the year 
1947/ 48 which has not been met by any of the above grants 
or Minor Receipts. The Health Expenditure for the year 
1948/ 49 will be the amount expended on Recognised Health 
Services in respect of that year which has not been met by 
Minor Receipts. 

3. The Standard Expenditure, the Health Expenditure 
and the amount of grant payable will be determined by the 
Minister after audit by Local Government Auditors of the 
special returns which will be required to be furnished by 
Health Authorities. 

4. It is anticipated that all ordinary revenue expenditure 
incurred by Mental Hospital Authorities (other than over
draft interest, rates and taxes and in the case of Joint Mental 
Hospital Boards' contributions towards cost of management) 
on the provision of treatment, maintenance, advice and 
services for persons suffering from mental illness will be 
recognised for the purposes of the grant. All ordinary revenue 
receipts, other than bank interest and money supplied by the 
contributing authorities, will be deemed to be Minor Receipts. 
Mental Hospital Authorities will be expected to exercise care 
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and good management in expending the money provided by 
the Health Authority out of this Grant and to ensure that all 
Minor Receipts are duly brought to account. 

5. Loan charges and capital expenditure are excluded 
from the scope of the grant. It is proposed that expen~tur~ 
relating to health services exceeding £400 in the case of any 
particular item incurred on any of the following will be 
deemed to be capital expenditure. Such expenditure may on 
application be considered on the usual basis for the allocation 
of a grant from Hospitals Trust Fund. Expenditure up to a 
maximum of £400 in the case of any particular item will 
probably not be deemed to be capital expenditure and may 
in approval cases be allowed to rank for recoupment from 
this grant. 

Provision of new or additional institutional buildings. 
Enlargement, alteration or restoration (excluding ordin

ary repairs) of existing buildings. 
Provision of improved or additional drainage, ventilation, 

water supply, lighting, heating or any other such service. 
Contributions to capital cost of institutions, public 

water supplies, public sewerage schemes. 
Renewals of equipment and provision of additional 

equipment (excluding minor repairs). 
6. For the purpose of enabling the contributing authorities 

to estimate the amount of the Health Services Grant applicable 
to the Mental Hospital Services Account it will be necessary 
to furnish each of them with the information required by the 
attached Forms H.S.G.(M.H.) l & 2. The completed forms 
accompanied by the Estimate of Expenses and Demand (if 
not already furnished to the contributing authorities) should 
be transmitted to the contributing authorities as soon as 
possible. At the same time copies of both sets of forms, 
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together with copies of any explanatory statements or tables 

in relation to the Estimates forwarded to the contributing 

authorities should be transmitted to this Department. With 

a view to avoiding over-estimation of the amount of the grant 
the details to be inserted in the forms should be ascertained 

as accurately as possible. It will be essential to inform this 

Department of the reasons for any substantial increases in the 

estimated expenditure. 
7. The Minister is prepared to consider any representations 

which Mental Hospital Authorities may desire ·to make as 

regards services which might be recognised as Health Services 

for the purpose of the Bill or as regards any other relevant 

matter. Questions of doubt or difficulty should be referred to 

this Department for decision. 
l\fise, le meas, 

P. O'CINNEIDE. 
To every Joint Mental Hospitp.l Board. 

Order. Referred to ManaJJer fo-r examination. 

2. Letter dated 6th January from the Clerk to the Council, 

Corporation of Dublin, advising that at the quarterly meeting 
of the Dublin City Council held on the 5th January the 

resignation of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor as one 

of its representatives on the Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

Board was accepted and Councillor P. T. O'Reilly, 13 North 
Frederick Street, Dublin, was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

Noted. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Cltrl:. 

1-ALCOt.~li . DU:SU .. '<. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 32. 
22nd January, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub~Committee was held in 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 22nd day of 
January, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) in the 
chair. Also present:-Councillors John Clarke, P. J. 
Coghlan and P. P. O'Reilly. 

An apology for non-attendance was received from Coun
cillor Frank Foley. 

REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

January 22nd, 1948. 

1.-Purchased Cows.-Since approval was granted on 
23/10/1947 and 7/11/1947 for the purchase of 35 milch cows 
to augment the milk supplies estimated to cost £2,100, 37 
cow have been purchased at a total cost of £2,095, averag
ing £56 12s. 5d. each. 

2.-Milk Supplies.-At present the 210 cows milking are 
giving 390 gallons daily, of which Grangegorman is getting 
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215 gallons and Portrane around 175. This leaves a defici
ency of about 20 gallons which I expect will be met in the 
near future as a number of cows <are due to calve. Cows are 
milking fairly well, but not as well as in previous years. Of 
the 76 cows newly purchased at least 20 are rather low 
yielders and most of these may have to be cast. 56 of the 
best which are at Turvey are averaging 2 gallons per day. 

3.-Mastitis.-A number of cases of mastitis are still 
occurring amongst the milch cows, and all of these, with the 
exception of one or two, are responding to treatment. Sup
plies of chloros have been unobtainable for the past three 
morlths and more cases w~re noticeable during this period. 
A consignment of 60 gallons arrived during last week, but 
further supplies are stil~ Ul'lcertain. ' 

4.-Crops and Ttllage.-The digging of the potato crop 
was completed at the end of December. The total yield for 
52 statute a.cres was ' 434 tons, of which. 366 were delivered 
to the hospitals, 10 we.re retained for •seed, and 58 of chats 
were for pig feeding. The average yield was 8.34 per statute 
acre or 13.5 per Irish acre. 

' 

· Ploughing is in progress, ibut is rather backward owing to 

the late harvest and the delay in lifting the potato crops, 
and also the recent h~avy rains and fl.opding have held up 
this work corisiderabl,Y. O~y about .40 acres have been 
ploughed to date, and 8 statute •acres of winter wheat have 
been sown. From 100 't~ 120 statute ~cres have still ~ be 
ploughed for spring c~opping ~· -· 

Order. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 
Agricultural Manager. 

I J ' 
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REPO~T OF THE/ HEAD GARDENER. 
SANTRY COURT GARDE}:f. 

In my opinion these ga~·d~;ns are tgo - s~,I¥tll t~, s~rve as· a 
vegetable producing unit and have proved uneconomic, as 
was shown from past experience, when twQ male: nursea; 

4\-•• , u . J. 

fou~ ,P~~i~mts, ope horse and van and resident .gM"ientJr 'wer,e. 
employed to work the garden. If these gardens were utilised 
as ·.a' 'fr\}it. ,g:owi:J?-g -unit the present gardener ,wit;h ,a .. temr 
pora~..r l~bow;er would be sufficient labour: to workcthem. 

I ~<>1-~ld, therefore, make the following recommenda.tions.~ 
(q),,that the gardens be intensively p~J}nted :with apple 

trees ·and bush fruit. 
(Q) that the old red-currants trai!fed ronr,tb.~.r,w{\.).ls b~ · 

grubbed up and replaced with, pearj;r(l_~S·;; 

(c) that the flower borders remain uq~il:s~eh:M~:ne" as•; 
there is sufficient stock of flowers in Grangegorman 
to supply the needs of the institutiqn. 

(q), that the g1ass houses be utilised soleJy !or the PlJJJ
pose of growing tomatoes. 

Should the foregoing recommendations be .aP.l?Iioved, it 
will be necessary to purchase 300 gooseberry bushes, 100 
apple trees, and 30 pear trees. 

I 
A. WO:tOIDtN, 

H tad Gardener.· 
'Order. Approved. 

FENCI}\G AT SANTRY COURT. · 
t The Manage.t referred to the recommendation made by the 
Sub-Committee at it meeting on the 27th Novembel- , and 
subn:Uthed e. letter (S.C.S .. .D. 61, dated 8th January) from 
the Department of Health stating that the Minister had 
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agreed to contribute a sum of £563 17s. towards the cost of 
resto:cing·the fencing at Santry Court, and had approved of 
acceptance of the tender of the Federated Engineers, Ltd., 
for this work for a s~ of £1,373 19s. 7d. 

The Agricultural Manager submitted a plan of the pro
posed line of fencing, and recommended that additional 
fencing to the extent of 600 yards in excess of the length 
of fencing provided for in the tender of the Federated 
Engineers, Ltd., should. be carried out. He estimated the 
cost of this additional fencing at £240, and he further re
ported that it would be necessary to expend the sum of 
£100 on ·the cleaning of drains. The cleaning of the drains 
and the provision of ·additional fencing was approved-the 
exact lay-out of the fencing to be agreed between Mr . 

. Hayes, Agricultural Manager, and Mr. Patrick O'Keeffe, 
Agricultural Adviser. 

'fhe Manager recommended that the cost of fencing and 
of cleaning drains should be treated as capital expenditure 
and should be met out of the balance of compensation re
ceived from the Insurance Companies in respect of the fire 
at Santry Court.' 

The following resolution, proposed by Councillor P. J. 
Coghlan, and seconded by Councillor John Clarke, was 
pas ed unanimously:-

" We recommend that the Minister's contribution of 
£563 17s. towards the cost of fencing .at Santry Court 
be accepted, and that the Manager be authorised to 
expend a further sum of £240 on the additional fencing 
which the Agricultural Manager reports is necessary 
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and £100 for cleaning drains; that, subject to the 
-sanction of the Minister for Health, the cost of re~toring 
the fencing and the cost of cleaning drains be treated 
as capital expenditure, to be met out of the balance 
of compensation received in respect of the ~ at Santry 
C<>urt." 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

FALCONER, DUBLIN. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 33· 

19th February, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was·held 
in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, the 19th 
day of February, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) 
in •the chair. The following members were also present:-

City of Dublin Re.presentatives: -Alderman Alfred P. 
Byrne, T.D.; Councillors T. P. Bourke, P. A. Brady, P.C.; 
Thomas Byrne, P.C.; P. J. Coghlan, Frank Foley, James 
J. Hannon, P.C.; Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.C.; James O'Keeffe, 
Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy, P.C.; John Smithers, and 
Eugene Timmons, P.C.; and Mr. John Cahill. 

County Dublin Representatives: -Miss }f. Kneafsey, and 
Mr. Eoin O'Keeffe. 

County Wicklow Representatives: -Councillor C. M. 
"!3yrne, and P. P. O'Reilly. 

The Minutes of last meeting (Report -To. 31) of' the 8th 
January, were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 8th January, 
1948, to 18th February, 1948, as under, was submitted and 
signed:-

On Hospital Register on 8th Jan
uary, 1948 

Admitted to 7th February, 1948 .. . 

Males Females Total 
Discharged to 18th 

February, 1948 
Died to 
Escaped to 

32 
8 
2 

25 
17 

57 
25 
2 

Remaining on Hospital Register 
on 19th February, 1948 

Absent on trial and escape, do. 

Number actually resident on 19th 
February, 1948, as per Morning 
Statement Book 

DISTRIBVTION. 
Number of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 
Number of Patients in Portrane 

Mental Hospital 

Total number resident as above ... 

Males Females Total 

1508 
45 

1835 
31 

3343 
76 

1553 1866 3419 

42 

15ll 
12 

1499 

42 

1824 
7 

1817 

84 

3335 
19 

3316 

734 1169 1903 

765 648 1413 

1499 1817 3316 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

Total 

2478 
474 
290 
57 
17 

3316 

AGRICULTUR AL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor Frank Foley proposed, and Councillor P . A. 
Brady seconded the adoption of Report No. 32 of the meet
ing of the Agricultural Sub-Committee, held on the 22nd 
January, 1948. P.assed unanimously. 

GRANGEGORMAN INSPECTION REPORT. 

15th December, 1947. 

Accompanied by Miss Murphy, in the absence of Miss 
Sharkey and Dr. O'Brien, we inspected the Male and 
Female Wards. 

During our visit most of the wards were in the process of 
being decorated for Christmas, and numbers of the patients 
were taking an active interest as a result of which the wards 
displayed quite a pleasant appearance. 

Kitchens .-Luncb was in prepara tion. The u ual variety 
of diet was evident--mince, stew, and chicken for invalids. 
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On this particular day there seemed to be difficulty with the 
anthracite cooker in the Female Kitchen owing to the bad 
quality of the anthracite. 

No. 6 Dining Room presented a very bright and cheerful 
appearance owing to the newly-painted walls. 

Nos. 1, 3, 7 and 9: There is no doubt that when the 
inmates are of necessity indoor that overcrowding is 
apparent in this side of the house. 

Boot Shop, Weaving Room, Carpenter's Shop and Occu
pationa~ Therapy Ward: -The staff here was somewhat 
depleted, as it was bath day. There still seemed to be a 
shortage of some raw materials . We understand that these 

· were due for delivery almost at once. 

Sanatorium: -The patients here appeared very comfort
able and well-cared for. 

Epi~eptic and Debi~itated Patie ·t~ts' Wards:-ln our 
previous ;report we gave it as our impression that a trained 
Female Nurse could with advantage be employed here, and 
although there is notable improvement in the general ap
pearance we still feel that a Female Nurse is essential, and 
that something more could be done with the use of disin
fectants. 

Dining H a~l:-We inspected the serving of the meal to 
the Refractory Patients. After the first meal was served 
and patients left , the dining hall could with advantage be 
ventilated before the serving of the following relay . 

In general, the temperature in the buildings eemed low 
although the day was quite mild. 
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We would like to extend our thanks to the staff, and Miss 

Mm1phy for their courtesy while accompanying us on our 

rounds . 

·M. KNEAFSEY. 

LILLIE O'SHEA-LEAMY, 

Order.-See Manager 's Report of this date. 

INSPECTIO REPORT, GRANGEGORMAN. 

6th January, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Aird we inspected the male wards, 

hospital, workshops, dining, recreation, waiting rooms and 

kitchen at Grangegorman Mental Hospital. The wards were 

spotlessly clean, patients well looked after. In ·the hospital 

all patients looked well cared for, and some in the convales

cent stage were eager to let us know they were improved. 

The recreation rooms were clean, and the corridors and 

toilets were efficiently attended to. The dining-hall was 

bright and was in course of being cleaned up after the mid

day meal. The food looked very appetising, and consisted of 

t'O;lst beef, two vegetables and a milk pudding. There were 

no complaints. 

2. The boot hop, tailor's hop and therapy rooms were 

working to full capacity. The •temperature was equable in 

all places and the only complaints we got were the usual 

requests from patient for di charge. 

3. In the kitchen the new stove eemed to be in good 

working order, and the place was in the cleanincr anrl scrub

bing s-tage after the meal, 
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4. In the tailor's shop it was mentioned that a new press
ing machine was very necessary and should be installed as 
the one in operation was old and not fit for ·the usual heavy 
pressing. 

5. The canteen was well stocked. 

6. In conclusion, we would like to thank Dr. Aird for his 
helpfulness and courtesy during our visit; also we extend 
our thanks to ·the other officials for their attention and help. 

KATHLEEN NIX. 
P. P . O'REILLY. 

Order.-Received late. Consideration deferred to next 
meeting. 

An apology was received from Councillors Frank Foley 
and John Smithers and Mr. John Cahill for their inability 
to carry out an inspection during the previous month. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
The following were nominated as Visiting Members to 

Grangegorman and Portrane Mental Hospitals for the 
ensuing period to J_Sth March, date of next monthly meeting. 

GRANGEGORMAN Councillor Frank Foley. 
John Smithers. 

Mr. John Cahill. 
PORTRANE Councillor John Breen. 

T. Byrne. 
, Mrs, Kathleen Nix, 
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MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 
12th February, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in t he Board's 
Hospitals on lOth instant was: -

Males. Females . T otal. 

1487 1814 330J 

as compared with:-
l Oth February, 1947 1504 1816 3320 

lOth February, 1946 1517 1824 3341 
lOth February, 1945 1513 1792 3305 
lOth February, 1944 1500 1804 3304 

this year's number being 19 less than on the corresponding 

date last year, and 3 less than on the corresponding d·ate 

in 1944. 

2. The general condition of the Hospitals and the health 

of the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. and the 

B ranch R.M.S. to be satisfactory. Male patient W. A. MeG. 
(34610) contracted chicken pox during the month of Decem
ber, but ha since recovered. 

3. On the 9th instant liberty patient D. W. (591), Grange

gorman was found to be mis ing at lunch time. The grounds 

were searched without re ult, the Gardai were notified and 

two male nurses were sent to his home. It was found that 

he had already reached home, changed his clothes and left 

again. No further information has been obtained to date as 

to his whereabouts. 
On Sunday, 18th ultimo, male patient M.K. (43002), 

Grangegorman, a liberty patient, and K.F. (42620) escaped 

from No. 4 Division. Some concrete block were found 

stacked up at the back of the laundry and this apparently 

had been done by the patient in order to get over the wall, 
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Male patient T.M. (521), who wa out walking on the recreation grounds on Sunday, 18th ultimo, did not return 
to his tea, and a search of the grounds failed to locate him. 
An order for the discharge of this patient had been made on 
the 15th January. 

The usual steps were taken to recapture the patients, and 
the Chief R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to any 
member of the staff in connection with these escape , which 
have been reported to the Mini ter for Health. 

Liberty patient E.R. (40329), Portrane, went off the 
grounds on the 18th ultimo . He was traced to the house of friends of his at Swords, from which he was brought back 
to the institution by male nurses. 

4. Accidents to Pa.tients, Grangegorman.-On the 22nd ultimo male patient J.Q. (169), aged 69 years, scalded him
self by spilling a goblet of soup which splashed over his right shoulder and upper arm and caused second degree 
burns. The patient was confined to bed, but the condition has now cleared up. 

5. o serious accidents to patients at Portrane are reported during the past month. 

6. Accidents to Staff, Grangegorman.- Male Nurse J .F. slipped and sprained his right ankle while off duty, and was 
absent as a result from the 22nd to the 27th ultimo. 

Attendant W .R.V., when going to his room on the 31st January, slipped on the stairs and injured his knee, and bas ince been off duty. 
Temporary Nurse M.B.R. was off duty on the 3rd and 4th January as .a result of a fall .from her bicycle. 
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E.B., fitter, received a serious l.njury to -the thumb of his 

right hand while repairing a bread cutting machine in No. 

22 Kitchen. He received first aid in the theatre, and was 

sent to St. Laurence's Hospital, where several stitches were 

inserted. He has been off duty since 2nd instant. 

7. Accidents to Staff, Portrane.-On the 21st January, 

Male Nurse G.C. received a violent blow on· the jaw from a 

patient. As it was feared that his jaw was fractured, an 

X-ray was taken, but fortunately the X-ray was negative. 

The Nurse was off duty for six days. 

8. The average daily cost of maintenance of patients 

during the year ended 31st March, 1947, has been certified 

by the Accountant as 6s. 10.02d. Accordingly, I have fixed 

the normal charge for private patients at 7s. 6d. per day for 

patients from Grangegorman district, and lOs. 6d. per day 

for non-district cases, plus the cost of any special medical 

or surgical examination, operation or appliance, and subject 

to increase in any case where the normal charge might prove 

insufficient. The new rate becomes effective from the 1st 

February, 1948. 

9. As recommended by the Visiting Members on a recent 

inspection at Grangegorman, 48 bed tables have been ordered 

from the official contractors for the use of patients in No. 

5 Hospital Division. 

10. As recommended also, efforts have been made to 

obtain a suitable container for carrying meat round the 

institution. A sample aluminium pan was purchased which 

did nO't prove satisfactory, and further effort are being made 

to obtain one, of the right type. • 
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11. The Department of Health ha adYi ed me that an International Congress on Mental Health will be h ld in London from the 11th to the 21st August, 1948, and that the Minister would be prepared to give favourable con ideration to the proposals of Mental Ho pital Authoritie to send one approved representative of the medical taff to attend the Congress. I have recommended to the Mini ter that the Chief R.M.S. should be authorised to attend on behalf of the Joint Board. 

12. The total cost of the special treatment of typhoid carriers carried out in Grangegorman last summer at the request of the Department of Health wa £1,335 15s. 9d. Grants of £500 from the Hospitals Trust Fund and £700 from the Medical Research Council have been received, and I have requested the Department of Health to defray the balance not covered by grants, amounting to £135 15s. 9d. 
13. On the recommendation of the Branch R.M.S., I have authorised the purchase for Portrane from the General Radiological, Ltd., 58 Merrion Square, of a portable shock therapy appa·rtus for £88 lOs., and a Rotary Converter for use with same for £20. Heretofore, it had not been possible to procure an apparatus capable of being worked off the direct current mains at Portrane. 
14. With reference to the Inspection Report of Portrane submitted by CounciUoJ;S Colman and Byrne and Mr. John Cahill at last meeting, Pars. 2 and 3 have been referred to the Chief Engineer for attention. As regar!ls Par. 4 constant application is being made by the Storekeeper for supplies of materials for the occupati?nal therapy departments, but they pre extremely hard to get. . 
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15. I have received from the Dublin County Council a 
copy of an Order made by the County Commissioner on the 
28th ultimo, authorising the holding of occasional stage per
formances in the Cinema and Concert Hall at Portrane, 
subject to compliance with certain conditions in connection 
with fire prevention. The Chief Engineer has been directed 
to ensure that these conditions are complied with , and it 
should be possible to arrange for such performances for the 
patients in the near future. 

16. The final accounts of the cost of turf production in Co. 
01are during the past season have now been produced, and 
it has been found that the average cost of 5,796 tons de
livered to Grangegorman was £4 7s. 2d. per ton and the · 
average cost of 2,488 tons delivered to Portrane was 
£4 9s. lOd. a ton. These figures do not include the cost 
of rieking the turf or of subsequent distribution to the 
boilerhouses. 

17. Quotations were obtained from six Dublin firms for 
repairs to 27 lawn mowers at Grangegorman and Portrane, 
and, on the recommendation of the Head Gardener, I have 
accepted the tender of Thomas McKenzie & Son, Ltd., for 
the complete overhaul, including the provision of any spare 
parts required, of 27 machines for £58 12s., this being the 
lower of two firm tenders received. Four firms quoted for 
overhaul, setting and sharpening only-the cost of any spare 
parts required to be charged as an extra . 

18. On the recommodation of the Clerk of Works, I have 
authorised the purchase from Messr . Evan , the Dubliu 
agents, of a Glow Worm Cooker for No. 22 Kitchen, at a 
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cost of £110, plus £14 15 . for in. tallation . A cooker of this 
type installed in the :\Iale Kitchen at Gmngegorman last 
year has proved very satisfactory. 

19. On the recommendation of the Clerk of \Vork , I have 
accepted the tender of Mr. John Whelan for the felling of 
yew trees at Santry Court, including the destruction of roots 
and branches, at a price of £2 10 . per tree, auq it has been 
arranged also with Mr. Whelan to cut the timber into 10-
inch blocks and deliver it to Grangegorman at a charge of 
£1 per ton. 

20. I have renewed the contract with the. Window 
Cleaners, Ltd., for the cleaning of windows at Grangegorrnan 
for a further year at the existing rate of £33 lOs. per quarter. 

21. Messrs. Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd., have informed roe 
that delivery of the 40 K.W. Diesel Generator ordered frorn 
them for Portrane Mental Hospital will be very much de
layed, ·and advised that if an electric uenerator could be 
procured elsewhere they could supply th; Diesel Motor only 
at an earlier date. They offered to reduce their price for a 
Diesel Motor and Generator from £1,660 to £1,271 for the 
Diesel Motor only, and stated that if the electric generator 
were delivered to their works they would line up the gener
ator and motor and dispatch it complete. The Chief 
Engineer, Portrane, recommended that this suggestion 
should be >adopted, and tenders were accordingly invited for 
a reconditioned 40 K.W. Generator. Four tenders were 
received, and on the advice of the Chief Engineer I have 
!loCce:pted that of George Cohen & Co., London, for a 45 K.W. 



Joint Board. 37 19th February; 1948. 

reconditioned electric generator for the sum of £175, subject 

to inspection and approval by the Insurance Company's 

Engineer. 

22. 'renders were recently invited by public ·advertisement 

for the supply of Laundry Machinery for Pol'trane, and the 

following were received :-

J. & J . Lane & Co. £1,561 All equipment as specified. 

Laundry Clothing .... £1,976 Excluding drying machine. 

Thomas Bradford £1,913 All equipment as specified. 

D. & J. Tullis £1,539 Excluding drying machine. 

Technico, Ltd . ~1,631 Washer and 'tumbler only. 

Manlove & Alliott £733 Washer and tumbler only. 

James Armstrong £670 Tumbler and scales only. 

Rhodes & Westlake £!,815 Washer and Tumbler only. 

Cherrytree Machinery, Washer and Tumbler only. 

Co. £2,273 

The Chief Engineer advises that the tender of Thomas 

Bradford & Co., Ltd., for the full equipment as specified 

for the sum of £1,913 is the most advantageous to the Board 

and on his recommendation I have accepted it subject to 

the sanction of the Minister for Health. 

23. Tenders were invited recently from the principal seed 

merchants for the supply of garden seeds and sundries to 

Grangegorman uncl Portrane, and, on the recommendation 

of the Head Gardener, I have accepted the tender of M. 

Rowan & Co., Ltd., for a total of £204 1 . Two other 

tenders were received which did not include for all the items 

required. 
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24. The following are the results of the examinatio~ ~ Mental Nursing, held by the General Nursing Council Ill December:-

Twenty-three Grangegorman candidates (4 male and 19 female attendants) sat for the Preliminary Examination, of whom 15 were successful (4 male and 11 female attendants). Seventeen Grangegorman candidates (4 male and 13 female attendants) sat for the final examination, of whom 11 were successful (3 male and 8 female attendants). 
Fourteen Portrane oondidates (3 male and 11 female attendants) sat for the Preliminary Examination, of whoJJl. 11 were successful (3 male and 8 female attendants). Five Portrane candidates (one male and four female attendants) sat for the Final Examination, of whom 2 were successful (1 

male and 1 female attendant). 

25. The Rev. James Fitzpatrick, P.P., Catholic Chaplain to Portrane, has been transferred to Blackrock Parish, and, subject to the sanction of the Minister for Health, I have appointed to the position of Chaplain to Portrane, Rev. Patrick O'Keeffe, who succeeds Father Fitzpatrick as Parish Priest at Donabate. 

26. On the 11th December last I authorised payment of a marriage gratuity of £314 2s. Bd. to a Portrane Nurse, who had resigned, and who had previous service in Monaghan Mental Hospital. In accordance with the provisions of Section 90 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, application was made to Monaghan Mental Hospital for a contribution of £39 7s. 7d., being the proportion of the gratuity which 
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this nurse 's service in Monaghan :Mental H ospital bears to 

her total service, and I have now rooeived payment from 

Monaghan of that amount. 

27. On the 18th Dece:r;nber, the Board authorised, subject 

to the sanction of the Minister for Local Government, a 

temporary overdraft of £30,000 for a period not exceeding 

nine months from the 1st January, 1948. Application was 

made, accordingly, to the Minister for Local Government 

for sanction ·to the overdraft, but I was advised by his 

Department that the Board should endeavour to obtain the 

necessary &ccommodation from its contributing authorities. 

The City Manager has, accordingly, agreed that the Dublin 

Corporation will pay the first instalment of the demand for 

1948f49 on the ;1st April, 1948, and further instalments in 

the middle o£ each month beginning with April , 1948. It is 

anticirpated that this arrangement will over-come the tem

porary shortage of funds which is likely to occur at the end 

of this and the beginning of next financial year. 

28. In my Report to the Committee of the Whole B oard 

whi.ch met on 31st December, to consider the dra:&t estimates 

for 1948/ 49, I listed a number of works of a capital nature 

which were under consideration and ·the Board approved of 

the inclusion of a sum of £4,485 to meet the loan charges 

which would arise if these works were financed by way of 

loan . The following were among the items listed and as 

these works have been approved by the Minister for Health 

and t wo of them (No . 1 and 3) are in progre s I would 

recommend to the B oard that application be made to the 

Minister for L ocal Government for sanction to the borrowing 

of a um of .£11 ,000 from the Commis ioner of Public 
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Works bearing interest at the rate of 2t per cent. and repayable in equal half-yearly in talments of principal over a 
period of ten years, as follows:-

GRANGEGORMAN. 
1.--Wnversion of boilers for oil burning:-

Contract sum (Hadens Eng., Co., Ltd.) £I,C)6o 
Additional direct labour works 

2.-Extension of steamer house, male kitchen:-
Architect's estimate of cost £r,ooo 
Additional equipment required 435 

PoRTRANE. 
3.--Wnversion of boilers to oil burning: -

Contract sum (Brightside Eng., Co., Ltd.) £3,659 
Additionail direct labour works 746 

4.-40 K.W. Diesel Generator:-
Contract sum (Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd.) £r,66o 
Additional direct labour work 

Add for fees and contingencies 

£r,800 -£Io,o00 

I,oOO -£u.oeo 
[have asked the Minister for Local Government if a. grant could be made from the Hospitals Trust Fund towards the cost of these works. If a grant is approved the amount to be borrowed will be reduced accordingly. 

T. C. O'MAHONY, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 

19th February, 1948. 

29. Since 13th ultimo 36 male and 25 female patients were 
admitted-total, 61. Fifty-one chargeable patients were 
admitted, of whom 5 are temporary, 5 are voluntary , and 41 
persons of unsound mind . Eight private patients were ad
mitted, of whom one is temporary, 4 are voluntary, and 3 
persons of unsound mind; of these, one person of unsound 
mind is a non-di trict case. One patient was admitted on 
the Order of the ~Iinister for Justice, and one on the Order 
of the President of the High Court. 

30. Councillor Mrs. O'Shea Leamy and Miss Kneafsey , 
who carried out an inspection at Grangegorman on 15th 
December, recommended that the Female Dining Hall 
hould be ventilated pecially between the serving of each 

batch of meal . The Clerk of Work is arranging to fit ex
traction fan when thi · hall is being re-decorated, which it 
i anticipated will be done in the near future. The Visiting 
Member commented that the temperatures of the building 
eemed rather low. The Clerk of Work , however, report 

that the heating of the in titution ha been maintained 
ati f.actorily during thi winter. 

31 . The Vi iting Member who carried out an in pection 
at Portrane on 20th :\lay la t reported that the heating in 
the ~ • ur e ' ick W arcl at Portrane wa not ati factory, a 
a result of which the Board directed that th Architect' 
opinion on the matter ·hould be obtained. I have now re
ceived a Report from Mr. incent Kelly to the effect that 
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the heatina installation in that Ward i sufficient to main· 
tain a tem;erature of 05• Fahrenheit. The Branch R.M.~. 
advises me that the accepted temperature for a sick ward 1s 
oo·. 

32. At the Committee Meeting of the Whole Board, held 
on 31st December, to consider the draft estimates for 1948/ 
49, I mentioned that Section 79 of the Local Government 
(Superannuation) Act, 1948, provided for th~ payment of 
incr~ased superannuation allowances, to such an extent as 
might be sanctioned by the Minister to officers of Local 
Authorities who ceased or will cease to hold office in the 
period from 1st July, 1940, to 31st March, 1950. At that 
time it was not possible to estimate the amount of expen· 
diture involved in such increases and the Board .agreed that 
the matter could be dealt with by special authorisation under 
l::lection 25 of the County Management Act, 1940, when 
more precise information was available. 

I have now been advised by Circular Letter from the 
Department of Local Government of the extent to which 
the Minister will be prepared to sanction the grant of in
crease . In general terms the Circular provides for increased 
superannuation allowances or lump sums ranging from rates 
of 121 per cent. to 50 per cent. in the case of officers retiring 
with a salary of less than £200 per annum, to rates of 6 per 
cent. to 25 per cent. in the case of officers retiring with a 
alary of £1,000 per annum or over. In calculating the neW 

Tate of pen ion or lump sum the actual salary at the date of 
retirement is used nobwithstanding that the original pension 
or lump sum may have been based on an average salary for 
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three or ·ten years. The increased allowances will take effect 

from the date of retirement or 1st November, 1946, which

ever is the later. 

Officers who have retired or will retire .between lst Nov

ember, 1946 (or the date of general ·revision of salaries/ 

wages, whichever is the later) .a.nd 1st April, 1950, will have 

their allowances based or adjusted on their actual rate of 

salary at the date of retirement. 

It is assumed that the Board will wish to grant increases 

to its retired officers to the extent indicated in the Circular. 

The .additional cost to the Board is estimated at £3,000 in 

the current financial year 1947 f 48 (including arrears from 

1st November, 1946) and £2,500 in the financial year 1948/ 

49. I would ask the Board to authorise this additional ex

penditure .. 

33. On 20th November last, the Board approved, subject 

to the sanction of the Minister for Local Government, the 

borrowing from the Commissioners of Public Works of 

£11,500 to defray the cost of completion of the oontr.act for 

the new laundry and central power station and the erection 

of two T.B. pavilions at Gr.angegorman, the loan to be 

repayable over a period of 30 ye.ars with interest on the out-

. standing balance from time to time at 2! per cent. per 

annum. The loan bas been sanctioned by the Minister, and 

I submit a Deed of Mortgage prepared by tbe Solicitor to 

the Commissioners of Public Works, and a Form of Under

taking for punctual payment of the propo ed loan and all 

existing loan . I recommend that the Deed of Mortgage be 

approved , and that autbori ation be given to tbe ealing of 

the Deed and the Form of U udertaking. 
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34. In connection with Circular No. 161 H . .S.G . (M.H.), dated 24th December, from the Department of Health re· garding the. Health Services (Financial Provisions) Act, 1947, which was submitted to the Board at its last meeting and referred to me--l have to report as follows:-

The Act provides for the payment to Health Authorities of a grant equal to the amount by which the net Health Expenditure on Recognized Health Services in any financial year exceeds the expenditure for the standard year. The circular indicates that all ordinary revenue expenditure incurred by Mental Hospital Authorities (other than over· draft interest, rates and taxes and contribution towards the cost of management) will be recognised for the purposes of the gr.ant. Loan charges and capital expenditure are not covered by the grant. The grant will be paid direct to the contributing councils and will not directly affect the Board's finances. The capitation grant formerly paid to the contributing authorities will be discontinued. 

'fhe tandard year i.s 1947/48, and the net health expen· diture of the contributing authorities for that year will be the revenue expenditure certified by the Minister to have been properly incurred on recognised health services, less receipt and le s State Grants (i.e., the old grants which are now being discontinued). The net health expenditure for 1948/49 and subsequent years will be the revenue ex· penditure less receipts. 

On the in truction of the Department an estimate has been ·ent to each of the Board' contributing authorities of 
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the expenses of the Board for the yea1·s 1947 j 48 and 1948 / 
49 as follows : -

Contributing Body. 

Corporation of Dublin 
County of Dublin 
County of Wicklow 

Totals 

Estimated Proportionate Share of 

net Expenses .. 

1947/48. 1948/49· 

334,592 314,027 
63,489 60,191 
39,553 37,827 

£437,634 £412,045 

For the purpos·e of calculating the new grants payable to 
the contributing authorities it is necessary to deduct from 
the net expenses for 1947/48 the amount of the Capitation 
Grants . Assuming that the Capitation Grants for 1947 / 48 
amount to £31,000 (they were £31,172 for 1946/ 47), and 
that the actual expenditure for the two years will approxi
mate to our estimates , the net health expenditure so far as 
it relates to mental hospitals would be in the region of:-

1947J48 
1948/ 49 

£406,634 
£412,045 

Thi will mean that the amount of the new grants payable 
to the Board's conkibuping authorities in 1948-49 will be 
considerably ' Jess than the amount ·of the old capitat:o11 
grants. 

As the Board is aware, the expenditure for the current 
year includes an abnormally large sum for fuel , due to causes 
not within the Board's control. The Board was directed to 
Produce sufficient turf to meet their full fuel requirements · 
for a year on the assumption that no other fuel of any kind 
Would be avail-able, and at the same time they were advised 
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to proceed with all possible expedition with the provision of · 
oil fuel burning equipment. Moreover, the Board was com
pelled to produce the greater amount of this turf in County 
Clare, and the over-all cost per ton, including haulage to 
Grangegorman and Portrane, amounted, in the case of 
Gra.ngegorman to 87s. 2d. per ton, and in the case of 
Portrane to 89s. 10d. per ton. The Joint Board was warned 
that, in the event of the Board failing to act on this advice, 
the Department would not be responsible for any shortage 
of fuel which might be experienced. It was emphasised 
when the advice was given that the general fuel situation 
was very grave. 

1\cting on this advice, the Board, in addition to producing 
the anticipated requirements of turf, pushed forward at once 
with the partial conversion to oil fuel, and the services for 
the greater part of the year have been operated partially on 
oil fuel. Since there is no guarantee that the supply of oil 
Iuel can be maintained, the Board is compelled to retain 
and maintain substantial reserves of fuel. It is anticipated 
that at the end of this financial year the fuel stocks (turf) 
will l'epresent three months supply in excess of the corre
sponding stocks at the 31st March, 1947. 

In the foregoing circumstances, it would be r~asonable to 
n ume that the additional stocks at the end of the current 
year could be taken into credit in closing the accounts and 
brought forward as a charge in respect of the next succeeding 
year, 1948/49. The following definition is contained in the 
Health ervice (Financial Provisions) Bill, 1947:-

" The expression ' net health expenditure,' when 
used in relation to a particular body and in respect of a 
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particular year, means that part of the expenditme 
(other than capital expenditure and expenditure on loan 
charges) in respect of that year of that body certified by 
the Minister to have been properly incurred on 

recognised health services which is not met by: 

(a) if that year is the standard year, State (1947 f 
48) grants and minor receipts, and 

(b) if that year is not the standard year, minor 

receipts; 

the expression · the Principal Act ' means the Health 

Act, 1947 (No. 28 of 1947)." 

Representations along the foregoing lines have been made 
to the Ministry of Health, but it has been indicated to us 
that the :\Iinistry is not prepared to accept the submission 
that any part of the actual payments for fuel made in the 
current year can be excluded from the year's expediture for 
the purpose of determining the grant payable in years to 
come. The contributing authorities have been made aware 
of the position and are naturally seriously concerned at the 
implications of this decision in relation to State contributions 
towards thi service receivable by them in the future. 

Orders made thereon:

Par. 28. 

T. C. 0':\IAHONY, 

Dublin As8isfa11t City J'fa11agcr . 

Proposed by Councillor Frank Foley, and seconded by 
Councillor T. Bourke:-" That application be made to the 
Minister for Local Government for sanction to the borrowing 
of £11,000 (Eleven Thousand Pounds) for the purpose of 
defraying the cost of installation of oil burning plants at 
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Grangegorman and Portrane, the enlargement of the steaJPer 
house in the male kitchen at Grangegorman, and the instal
lation of a Diesel Generator at Portrane, the said sum of 
£11,000 to be reduced by the amount of such grant (if any) 
from the Hospitals Fund as may be authorised by the 
Minister for Local Government. 

" The said sum of £11,000 or such lesser amount as may 
be approved by ilhe Minister after making allowance for the 
grant (if any) to be authorised from the Hospitals Fund, to 
be borrowed from the Commissioners of Public Works on 
the security of the rates leviable by and the Borough and 
County Funds of the Corporation of Dublin and the County 
Council of Dublin and Wicklow, repayable in equal half
yearly instalments over a period of ten years, with interest 
on outstanding balances from time to time at the rate for 
the time being in force as fixed by the Minister of Finance." 

Pa ed unanimously. 

Par. 32.-Proposed by Mr. John Cahill, seconded by 
Councillor James O'Keeffe: '' That, pursuant to the provi
' ions of ' P.ction 25 of the County Management Act, 1940, 
the 1\Ianuger be authorised to expend an amount not 
exceeding £3,000 in exces. of the amount of the estimated 
requirements a et out in the official estimate and demand 
for 1947/ 4 , and a further amount not exceeding £2,500 in 
exce of the amount of the e timated requirements as set 
out in the officiul e timate and demand for 1948/49 for the 
pn~·ment of increa ed pen ion under ection 79 of the Local 

overnment ( uperanmltltion) Act, lfl48." Pas ed unani
mou ly. 

ouncillor Frank Foley urged that some provision should 
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be made to increase pensions paid to officers who had retired 

prior to the 1st July , 1940, and stated that he would hand 

in a Notice of Motion to that effect for consideration at the 

next meeting of the Joint Board. 

Par. 33. -Proposed by Councillor James O'Keeffe, 

seconded by Councillor Frank Foley: '' That our Corporate 

Seal be affixed to the deed of mortgage of this date now 

read, whereby security is given to the Commissioners of 

Public Works in Ireland for the repayment of a sum of 

£11,500 proposed to be advanced by them to us under the 

.\fental Treatment Act , 1945. 

" And that the Seal be affixed to the form of undertaking 

for ·punctual repayment of the proposed loan and all existing 

loans." 

Pas ed unanimously. 

The deed of mortgage and the form of undertaking were 

signed and sealed before the conclusion of the meeting. 

Par. 34.-" Proposed by Councillor T. Bourke, seconded 

by Councillor Frank Foley: " That this Board unanimously 

concurs in the submission made that the additional expendi~ 

ture incurred for fuel in the current year over and above the 

normal fuel requirements for the year should be excluded 

from the accounts of the Board for the purpose of determin

ing the amount of expenditure under the Health Services 

(Financial Provision ) Act, 1947, and requests the Minister 

for Health to give the neces ary authori ation for the 

adoption of this cow· e." 

Pa ed unanimously. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

RoiNN RIALTAIS AITIUIL, 
(Department of Local Government), 

TEACH AN CausTUIM, 
(Custom House), 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH. 

(Dublin.) 
31 Eantiir, 1948. 

C.L. No. G. 12/48. 
County Management (Reseroed Functions) Order , 1948. 
A CHARA, 

I am directed by the }linister for Local Government to transmit, herewith, copy of an Order made on 30th instant, entitled the County Management (Reserved Functions) Order, 1948. 

Under the Order certain functions of county councils and elective bodies which have hitherto been executive functions and consequently were exercisable by the County Manager will in future be exercised and performed directly by the county councils or elective bodies . The e t ransferred functions are set out in the chedule to the Order. 

The appendix attached to this letter contains a list of the powers , functions , and duties exclusive of such as are inyluded in the enclosed Order, which since the County Management Act , 1940, came into operation hnve been made by statute reserved functions to be exercised by county councils and elective bodies directly. 
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I am to request that you will bring to the notice of the 
council or the elective body a the case may be the 
provisions of the new Order. 

Mise, le meas, 
J. COLLINS, 

The Secretary of every County Council. 
The Secretary or Clerk 
of every Joint B ody or 
other Elective Body. 

DEPARTMENT OF Loc AL GovERNMENT. 

County Management Adt, 1940. 

Runai. 

County Management (Reserved Functions) Order, 1948. 

'r he Minister for Local Government in exercise of the 
power vested in him by subsection (3) of Section 16 of the 
County Management Act, 1940, hereby directs and orders 
:.ts follows :-

1. The powers, functions and duties of every Council of 
:1 County and of every elective body in relation to each of the 
matters specified in the Schedule to this Order shall be 
''xercised and performed directly by such Council or body. 

2. This Order m ay be cited as the County Management 
(Reserved Functions) Order, 1948. 

SCHEDULE. 

Matters in relation to which the powers , functions 
and duties of Councz1s of Counties and of elective 
bodies are to be exercised and performed directly · 
by such councils and bodies . 

The alteration and fixing , under ·Section 10 of the Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Act , 1872, of dates for holding 
fairs, 
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The power under Section 103 of the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, to do any of the things relating to markets specified in the said section. 

The assistance of students at universities and the placing of sums at the disposal of any university or college thereof under Section 10 of the Irish Universities Act, 1008. 
The granting and transfer of licences under Section 2 of the Cinematograph Act, 1009. 
The making of an application for an Order under Section 74 of the Local Government Act, 1925 (No. 5 of 1925). 
The making of regulations under Section 28 of the County Management Act, 1940 (No. 12 of 1940) prescribing the procedure to be followed in regard to the reception and examination of tenders. 

The making of a preliminary order under Section 3 of the Acquisition of Derelict Sites Act, 1940 (No. 29 of 1940). 
The making of a proposal under the Water Supplies Act., 1942 (No. 1 of 1942) to take a supply of water from a source of water. 

The authorisation of a person to attend any conference or meeting of member of local authorities held for the purpose of discussing nny matter which is connected Wlith the duties which devolve on them. 

The provision of and contri-bution towards the expenses of a band to give public performances of music under Section 75 of the Local Government Act, 1946 (No. 24 of 1946). 
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The making of an order under Sootion 31 of the Local 
Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 1948, prohibiting the 
erection or retention of temporary dwellings on land or 
water. 

L.S. 

Given under the Official Seal of 
the Minister for Local Govern
ment this thirtieth day of January, 
One Thousand Nine Hundred_and 
Forty-eight. 

(Signed) SEAN MAcENTEE, 
Minister for Local Government. 

APPENDIX. 

County Councils and Elective Bodies: Functions which 
were made Reserved Functions by Statute between the date 
of the coming into operation of the County Management 
Act, 1940, and February, 1948: 

The following matters under the Local Government Act, 
1941 (No. 23 of 1941), that is to say:-

(a) The filling of casual vacancies under Section 42 in 
the membership of the council of a borough (not 
being a county borough or the Borough of Dun 
Laoghaire) or of the counoil of an urban district or 
of the commissioners of any town; 

(b) A declaration by resolution under Sootion 72 of a 
council of a county that a council, committee or 
other body estalilished by the inhabitants of a 
locality in a county health district situate in such 
county shall be an approved local council for the 
purposes of Part VIII of the Local Government 
Act, 1941; 
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(c) The delegatio~ under subsection (1) of Section 74 by a county council to an approved local council of any of the powers and duties of such council which in the opinion of the county council would be better regulated or managed by or through such local council and the revocation of such delegation; 
(d) The delegation under subsection (2) of section 74 by a public assistance authority to an approved local council of any of the powers and duties of such public assistance authority which would be better regulated or managed by or through such approved local council and the revocation of such delegation. 

The following matters under the Local Authorities (Education Scholarships) Act. 1944 (No. 13 of 1944), that is 
to say:-

(a) The preparation and submission under Section 2 of schemes for the provision of sch9larships and the making of a determination to carry into execution an approved scheme; 
(b) The determination under Section 7 of the total amount to be expended in any local financial year in the payment of scholarships under schemes made under the Act. 

The examination and con ideration by a county council of a copy of a Drainage Scheme sent to the council under subeee 'on ~ of Section 5 of the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945 
4 

o. 3 of t945), b · the Commis ioners of Public Works and sending the Commi ioner their observation in regard to 
t.he scheme. 
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The following matters under the Mental Treatment Act, 

1945 (No. 19 of 1945) , that is to say:-
I 

(a) The making under Section 41 .by a mental hospital 

authority of special regulations governing the carry
on of any particular institution maintained by 
them; 

(b) The appointment under Section 95 of committees 

by a mental hospital authority and appointing by 
regulations the quorum, procedure and place of 

meeting of such committees; 

(c) The making under Section 109 by a mental hospital 

authority of regulations in relation to the .admission 
to any particular institution maintained by them of 

persons as private patients and affording advice and 

treatment to persons so admitted. 

The adoption of schemes under Section 2 of the Local 
Authorities (Acceptance of Gifts) Act, 1945 (No. 30 of 1945), 

fol' the acceptance, holding and administration of gifts of 

property for civic improvement. 

The following matters under the Local Government Act, 

1946 (No. 24 of 1946) that is to say:-

(a) The making under Section 44 of an application for 

a bridge order; 

(b) The giving under Section 48 by a road authority of 

consent to the application to such road authority 

of a bridge order; 
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(c) The passing by a looal authority of a resolution 
under Section 67 in relation to the travelling ex
penses of members and the revocation of such a 
resolution ; 

(d) The application under Section 76 or Section 77 as 
the c~se may be by the appropriate authority to the 
Government for an Order changing the name of an 
urban district, town or townland; 

(e) The changing under Section 78 or section 79 as the 
case may be by the appropriate authority of the 
name of a street or locality; 

(f) The adoption under Section 83 of a resolution that 
·the disposal of land not required shall not be carried 
out, or that it shall be carried out in accordance 
with the terms specified in the resolutions of the 
local authority; 

(g) The extinction under Section 84 of right of way 
over a road no longer required for public use; 

(h) The employment and instruction under Section 90 
of the counsel· or solicitor appearing at a local 
inquiry on behalf of the local authority. 

The passing of a resolution under Section 7 of the 
Harbours Act, 1947 (No. 34 of 1947), to assist a harbour 
authority by making a free grant or remitting in whole or in 
part any debt and of a further resolution confirming the first 
resolution. 



Joint Board. 57 19th Feb maty, 1948. 

The making of an application l'lnder Section 50 . of 1 the 
Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act, 19M3 (Nb. 3 '!!>f 
1948), for an order relating to the chargihg of ~ePtain ·ex-

penses. 

The following matters uuder the Local , Government 
(Superannuation) Act, 1948 (No. 4 of 1~48), that is to say: 

(a) The passing of a resolution under Section 5 decid
in'g to adopt Part III of the Act and declaring the 
maximum number of persons to be in the employ
ment of the local authority as permanent servants; 

(b) The passing of a resolution under Section 60 after 
the prescmbed interval altering 4;hce ma:ximum 
number of persons to be at any time in 'the employ
ment of the local authority as permanent servants. 

Order.-Noted. To be printed and circul,ated with the 

Minutes. 

2. Letter, dated 17th February, from the Clerk to the 
Council, Dublin Corporation, notifying .the appointment at 
a meeting of the Dublin City Council, held on the 16th 
February, of Councillors Peter White, Eamon Cooney and 
Thomas Cosgrave to fill vacancies in the Dublin Corpora

tion's representation on the Joint Board. 

NOTICE OF MOTION BY MISS KNEAFSEY. 

'' It is desirable that there should be more ladies on the 
Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committees, and , with 
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that object in view, that the Visiting Committee be revised 
and such number of ladies, who are not m embers of the 
Board, as the Board may decide on, be appointed thereto. " 

It was agreed with Miss Kneafsey to defer consideration 
of this motion until next May. 

E. M. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

F ALOO <E.R, DUl!LIN. 

JOHN BREEN, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 34· 
26th February, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held 

in Grangegorman Mental Hos.pital, Du~lin, the 26th day 
of February, 1948, Councillor .John Breen (Chairman) in 

the Chair. Also present:-Councillors C. M. Byrne, John 
Clarke, P. J. Coghlin, Frank Foley, P . P. O'Reilly and 

John Smithers. 

REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL MANAGER, 

26th February, 1948. 

1. Purchased Cows at Turvey : 
. The last thirty-seven cows purchased have been sub
Jected to the two months T .B. test. One of these reacted 
and two were doubtful. The reacter was transferred to 

Portrane and the doubtfuls will be retested later. 

2. Milk Supplies : , 
At present the 202 cows milking are giving 365 gallons 

of milk daily, of which Grangegorman is getting '205 gallons 
and Portrane 160. This leaves a total deficiency of 56 

gallons, .30 at Grangegorman and 26 at Portrane. It was 
anticipated last month that the milk supplies would come 

up to full requireme):!ts during the current month al).d at 
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the beginning of the present month supplies were only 15 
gallons short daily. For some time past Mr. O'Keeffe, 
B. Agr. Sc., has been investigating the amount of food fed 
to the dairy cows and on the figures he obtained it was 
rtpparent that the cows were getting too many fodder units 
per gallon of milk produced. I discussed the figures with 
him and it was agreed to cut down the fodder units mainly 
by reducing the dairy nuts fed to all the cows except the 
heavy milkers. This resulted in a gradual drop in the 
milk of a further 40 gallons per day as at present. To halt 
this ch;op the cows are again being given slightly heavier 
rations. 

3. Mastitis : 
Mastitis is still prevalent amongst the milch cows but 

most cases are responding to treatment. Ohloros supplies 
are improving and there is ample now available. 

4. Mole Draining : 
Root cutting and mole draining are at present being 

canied out in Turvey Farm by Messrs. McCullogh & Sons 
on contract. 

5. Tillage Operations : 
Ploughing is in progress but is still rather backward. 

About 80 acres of ley and potato g~ourid have still to be 
plouah d and about 80 acres have been ploughed. 

About 25 acl'e , Bullock Hill and portion of Deer Park 
hov been ploughed at Santry Comt. The erection of 
permanent fencing and clearing of yew trees are at present 
b ing carried out there. 

6. In the annual estimate works for the year 1948-49 
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a number of items were included which it was co:nsidered 

should more suitably be financed by means of a loan rather 

than by charging them to J."evenue. The following four 

items have been approved of by Mr. O'Keeffe, B.Agr.Sc., 

and the Special Committee who are advising on the econ

omic working of the farms. It is recommended that these 

works be carried out immediately. 

(1) Ballymastone Farm. Extension of Water Supply. 
£300 

Extend water supply to Red Rock, Widow's 

Meadow, Hill Field and Ballylease South, a dis

tance of 733 yards. The extension of a water 

supply to these four fields is essential to obtain 

maximum production from the land by a system of 

rotational grazing and application of artificial 

manures dming the grazing season. It is estimated 

that the piping and troughs should last for 20 years. 

(2) Turvey Farm. Extension of Water Supply. £1 ,950 

Extend water supply to Madam 's Hill, the hill 

· fields and lower fields to Lambe's boundary, a total 

of 23 fields and 23 drinking troughs. 

As this farm is very inadequately watered large 

areas had to be grazed in one unit, thus causing the 

lands to be indiscriminately grazed with the con

sequent loss of the production from a given area of 

land. By the installation of an adequate water 

supply the maximum production can be obtained 

from the land by a system of rotational grazing and 

the application of artificial manures. This should 

enable more grass to be obtained for silage hay and 

I 



Agri. Sub-Committee. 62 26th February, 1948. 

keep of stock. The life of troughs and piping is 
estimated at 20 years. 

(3) Turvey Farm. Install refrigerator, milk cooter and 
water heater. £500. 

A milk cooling plant and water heater is essential 
at Turvey as the milk is dispatched direct by rail 
in the morning to Grangegorman. The present 
water cooling plant is most inefficient as the water 
used is from the Tonlagee supply and is usually at 
a very high temperature during the summer and 
is not suitable as a milk cooling agent. A sum has 
been included in the annual estimate to enclose one 
side of the Turvey milking shed and erect washing 
stalls to make it a suitable, all year milking unit, 
it having been originally erected for a summer milk
ing unit. In connection with the washing stalls 
and the hot cloth system it is essential that a suit
able water heater be erected to give sufficient hot 
\Vater for the carrying out of milking operations, 
washing etc. The life of this equipment would be 
about 15 years. 

(4) Portrane Farm. Purchase of a mill and bater. 
£1 ,250. 

The purchase of a mill and baler is necessary for 
the threshing of the acreage corn crops grown on the 
farms at present and it is considered an economic 
a et to haYe a mill when over fifty acres of corn is 
grown on a farm. The hire of this machinery is 
ex pen ive , the minin:mm charge for machinery only 
being £1 per hour. mill would save an amount 
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of labour in storing and ricking corn as most of it 

would be threshed direct from the fields. A good 

portion of the hay could also be baled each season 

which would give needed space in the hay barns for 

storage of straw, potatoes and machinery and at 

Ballymastone farm for a summer calf house. 

The cost of threshing this season was approxi-

mately £197 9s. 6d. as follows 

Hire of mill and baler £89 0 0 

Hire of five mill men £55 12 6 

Keep and board of two mill men £11 5 0 

Fuel and steam for engine £41 12 0 

The cost for the past few years was proportionately 

higher as in 1945 and 1946, 130 and 115 acres of a 

corn crop were grown respectively as against ninety 

acres for 1947. Ninety acres will be our minimum 

for the future. 

Although the mill men are replacing ordinarY 

labour the rate of pay is 2s . 6d. per hour as against 

1s. 3td. per hour for ordinary labour. 

The life of a mill and baler would be at least thirty 

years. 
' 

Orders made thereon :

Pars. 1, 3, 4 and 5. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES , 
Agricultural Manager. 

Par. 2. Noted. Further report to be submitted next 

month. 

Par. 6. Propo ed by Councillor Frank Fole , econded 

by Councillor John Smithers: '' We recommend that 
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application be made to the Minister for Local Government for sanction to the borrowing of £4,500 to defray the cost of carrying out the farm improvements at Port{1me, Turvey and Ballymastone, as detailed in Paragraph 6 of the Agricultural Manager's report, the said sum of £4,500 to be borrowed from the Commissioners of Public Works on the security of the rates leviable by and the borough and county funds of the Corporation of Dublin and the County Councils of Dublin and Wicklow, repayable in equal half yearly instalments over a period of fifteen years, with interest on outstanding balances from time to time at the rate for the time being in force as fixed by the Minister for Finance.~ 

Passed unanimously. 

FARM WORKERS' WAGES. The Manager reported that the Agricultural Wages Board had made an order increasing by 5s. a week, with effect from the 15th March, 1948, the minimum rates of wages payable to agricultural workers, and he proposed to grant a imilar increase to the farm workers employed by the Board, subject to the Joint Board authorising the additional expenditure involved, and subject also to the sanction of the finister for Health. 
ouncillor P. P. O'Reilly proposed and Councillor John Smithers ·econded : " We recommend that, pursuant to the provi ion of Section 25 of the County Management Act, 1940, the Manager be authorised to expend a sum of £750 in excess of the amount provided in the official c. timnte and demnnd for 1948-49 for the purpose of paying increu ·ed wage to farm workers as proposed.'' Passed unanimously. 
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SANTRY. 

26th February, 1948. 

The Manager submitted a letter, H . .C. D.61, from the 
Department of Health stating that the Minister for Health 
was not prepared to pay the stamp duty on the deed of 
transfer of Santry Court to the Joint Board. 

Councillor Frank Foley proposed and Councillor P. J. 
Coghlin seconded " That we protest against the suggestion 
that the Joint Board should bear the cost of the stamp 
duty on the deed of transfer of Santry Court Estate and 
that, having regard to the circumstances under which the 
!~state was acquired by the Minister and subsequently 
returned to the Board, we consider that any duty which 
might arise from these transactions should be borne by the 
State." 

Passed unanimously. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
The following members of the Agricultural Sub-Com

mittee were appointed to inspect the Board's farms and 
gardens dUl·ing the ensuing period to the date of next 
meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee :-

Councillor John Breen, 

,, 

~~- :\L MURRAY 
' 

P . J. Coghlin, 
Frank Foley 
John Smithers. 

Chief Clerk. 
JOHN BREEN, 

Chairman. 

~UOonJI,lDUBLIN, 

JOHN DUNNE , 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No._ 35· 
18th M a1'ch, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental _ Hospital. 
JOINT BOARD. 

The stated. monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 
in the Boardroom, Grangegorman .J.fental Hospital, on the 
18th day of March, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) 
in the chair. The following members were <ttlso present:'-

City of Dublin Representatives: -Alclermun Alfred P. 
Byrne, T.D.; Councillors T. P . Bourke, C . Breathnach , 
John Cahill , P.-C.; John Clarke, P. J. Coghlan, Bernard 
Conway, F1·ank Foley, F. J. Mullen, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, 
P.C.; John Smith era. 

County Dublin Representatives: - Councillor H. P. 
Dockrell and Mr. Joseph Dignam. . 

County Wicklo,w Rep-resentatives :-Councillors C. M. 
Byrne and P. P. O'Reilly. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Coun
cillors T. Byrne, James O'Keeffe , Miss Kneafsey , and Mr. 
Eoin O'Keeffe. 

The Chairman said that members of the Board would 
regret to learn that Councillor T. Byrne, Vice-Chairman , 
had been indisposed, and he directed the Chief Clerk to 
convey to the Vice-Chairman the Board's . wishes for his 
speedy recovery. 

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 33) of 19th 
February, were -confirmed and -signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 19th February 
to 17th March, 1948, as under, was submitted and 
signed:-

On Hospital Register on 19th-Feb
ruary, 1948 

Admitted to 17th March, 1948 

Males Females Total 
Discharged to 

17th March, 1948 16 
Died to , 9 
Escaped to 1 

7 

17 

23 

26 
1 

Remaining on Hospital Register 
on 18th March, 1948 

Absent on trial and escape do .... 

Number actually resident on 18th 
March, 1948, as per Morning 
Statement Book 

DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 
Number of Patients in Portrane 

Mental Hospital 

Total number resident as above ..• 

Males Females Total 

1511 
38 

1824 3335 
27 65 

1549 1851 3400 

. 26 24 50 

1523 1827 3350 
5 8 13 

1518 1819 3337 

690 1144 1834 

828 675 1503 

1518 1819 3337 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

ity of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-di trict patients 

Total 

18th Jlarch, 1948. 

2489 
477 
294 
17 
60 

3337 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMlVIlTTEK 

Councillor Frank Foley proposed , and Councillor ::\Irs. Nix 
seconded the adoption of Report Ko. 34 of the meeting of 
the Agricultural Sub-Committee held on 26th February , 
1948. 

Pa8sed unanimously . 

Councillor Frank Foley proposed, and Councillor T. P. 
Bourke seconded : 

" That as recommended in Report No. 34 of the 
meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee, on 26th 
February, 1948, application be made to the Minister 
for Local Government for sanction to the borrowing of 
£4,500 to defray the cost of carrying out the farm im
provements at Portrane, Turvey and Ballymastone, as 
detailed in Par 6 of the Agricultural Manager 's Report 
to the Agricultural Sub-Committee; 

'' The said sum of £4,500 to be borrowed from the 
Commissioners of Public Works on the security of the 
rates leviable by, and the Borough and County funds 
of, the Corporation of Dublin and the County Councils 
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of Dublin 'and Wi!Cklow, repay-a.ble in equa.l half-yearly instalments over a period of 15 years, with interest on outstanding balances from time to time at the rate for the time being in force as fixed by the Minister for Finance." 
Passed unanimously. 

INSPECTION REPORT, rowr:nANE. 
11th FebruanJ, 1948. 

1 . We visited Portrane Mental Hospital on February 11th. We found Dormitory and Wards clean and airy. We were present when dinner was ·being served in male and feruule dining rooms. It was very good--consisting of roast, stew, mince, cabbage and potatoes, and milk pudding. We received no complaints from patients, except a few who were anxious to be boarded out, and some who wanted to go home . . 

2. We visited the male aud female wards. The patients were clean and comfortable. We also visited the workshops; in the weaving department we saw some very nice material being made. The thread supply appears to be good. We also aw some very interesting work being done in the therap;-.' department, also in the boot repair shop. The patients in these departments appeared happy and interested in their work. We sincerely thank Dr. Blake and his staff for their courte y and great assistance, and we feel that the patient are in very capable hands. 

Order .-Noted. 

L. O'SHEA LEAMY, T.C. 
P. T. O'REILLY, T.C. 
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APPOINTMENT TO VISI'£ING MEMBERS. 

The following were nominated as Visiting Members to 
Grangegorman and Portrane Mental Hospitals for the 
ensuing period to 15th Aprii-date of next monthly meeting 

GRANGEGORMAN: 

PoRTRANE: 

tCouncillor H. P. Dockrell; 
Councillor F. Mullen. 

Councillor J. Breen; 
Councillor T. Byrne; 
Councillor P . J. Coghlan; 
Mrs. Nix .. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

11th March, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board 's 
Hospitals on 9th instant was :-

as compared with :-

Males 
1,509 

Females 
1,814 

Total 
3,323 

9th March, 1947 1,496 1,806 3,302 
9th March , 1946 1,517 1,817 3,334 
9th March , 1945 1,517 1,798 3,315 
9th March , 1944 1,496 1,798 3,294 

this year's numbeT beina 21 more than on the corresponding 
elate last year and 29 ;ore than on the corresponding date 
in 1944. 

2 . The general condition of the Hospi tals and the health 
of the patients is reported by the Chief R. l\I.S . and the 
Branch R .M.S , to be satisfactory . 'J'here were two cases of 
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diphtheria f\mongst the female patients at Grangegorman. One of these has recovered and the other has almost recovered. A male patient in Grangegorman contracted bacillary dysentery. He is still confined to bed but his acute symptoms have subsided. 

3. On the :28th ultimo male patient R..\. (No. 28691) collapsed in the painter's shop at Grangegorman. An .\ssiflbmt ~Iedical Officer was summoned immediately and hncl the ptltient removed to the Infirmary where he died shortly afterwards. The fncts were communicated to the Coroner, who ordered u post-mortem examination which re\'ealed a condition of myocardial degeneration. The findings were forwarded to the Coroner, who did not consider an inqu •st necessary and the death certificate was issued by the Roarers ~fedical Officer. 

4 • . \<.TlDEX'l'H TO 1'.\TIEN'fS (Grangegorman) .On the 4th ~larch, female patient B.K. (No. 349) rushed out or a mom in Xo. ~2 infirmnry where !'!he wns under special charge of f\ nur. e and broke a pane of glass in a partition . .'he sustained a severe gash on the upper arm. the arteries. nerves, veins and muscles being severed. The wound w11s dressed h.Y a surgeon cnlled in for the purpose 1111(1 the patient is improvina. The Chief R.~l.S. assures llll' that uo blame cnn be 1\ttributed to nn.v member of the :tuff in eonnection with this occun-ence. There are certain nspect. of this matter which l will discuss with the Board nt the meeting. 

5. --o erious accident. to Patients in Portrane are rl'ported for the pn t month. 
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6. Liberty patient D.W. (No. 591) Grangegorman was 
found to be missing at dinner hour on the 9th ultimo. 'l'he. 
Gardai have been notified but the patient has not yet been 
recaptured. 

7. ACCIDENTS TO S'rAFF (Grangegorman) .-Nurse 
E.D. received an injury to her right shoulder when a bus on 
which she was travelling pulled up suddenly and she was 
off duty as· a result from the 18th to the 22nd ultimo. 

Temporary Female Attendant C.N. accidentally scalded 
her right forearm when on duty in the general kitchen on the 
14th ultimo and was off duty from the 16th to the 19th 
ultimo. 

8. ACCIDENTS TO STAFF (Portrane) .-Male Nurse 
.J.J.R. injured his shoulder while playing football for the 
hospital team on 7th ultimo. He was sent for X-ray bnt 
no fracture or dislocation was found. 

Xurse K.G. had her finger twisted by a patient in No. 4 
diYision on the 19th February. An X-ray disclosed a frac
ture of a bone in the riaht hand and she will be off duty for 

0 

some weeks. 

Nm·se C.McE., while restr~ining a violent patient in No. 
4 division, received a kick on her left leg and complained of 
a pain in her back. She has been off duty since that date. 

Nnrse A.H. · was bitten on the second finger of the right 
hand by a patient on the 1st ultimo and was off duty for 
eight days. 

9. 'l'he Chief RM.S. has introduced a new method of 
giving electric treatment to depressive cases who, because 
of physical infirmity, could not have this treatment without 
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danger of a fatal result. The new method involves the administration of a drug known as curare, and the Chief R.M:.S. will giYe further particulars to the members at the meeting. 

10. At the request of the Inspector of Mental Hospitals the Chief R .M.S. arranged, with my approval, to accept the trnnsfer of 20 mental defective patients from St. Kevin's Hospital, for whom there was not suitable accommodation in that hospital, and who could not be accommodated in any other institution . During the past month sixteen of these patients have been admitted to Portrane. The usual recommendation for admission was obtained in each case and they are all from Grangegorman district . 

11. When supply conditions permitted, the patients in the BoR.nl's hospitals were allowed 5 ozs. of fish for dinner on Fridays and fast days, but in recent years this has been . ubstituted by one egg per person. The Chief R.M. S. has recommended thnt in future two eggs per patient should be issued for dinner on Fridays and fast days and reports that the additional cost will be £2,800 pe1· annum approximatel;v . 1 would a!lk the Board to authorise the expenditure of thi!l additional amount, pro\'ision for which has not been mntle in the E-;timate and Demand for 1948-49. 

12. 1t ha!l been agreed with 'Monaghan Mental Hospital to -;end to Grnngegorman for special treatment a male patient, T.l~ .• admitted recently to that hospital from Co. (\wnn. There is provision in . Section 208 of the Mental Treatment .\ct for transferring a patient for special treatment in another rnl;'ntnl ho pital, and Monaghan :\!ental Hospital 
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~rill be responsible for payment of the cost of the patient's 
maintenance in Grangegorman at the rate of 7s. 6d. per day, 
plus extras. 

13. As already reported to the Joint Board, an order was 
placed last November, with the consent of the Minister for 
Health, with Ruston & Hornsby Ltd . . for the supply of a 
40 K. W. Diesel generator to Portrrme for the sum of £1,660. 
In December the contractors notified me that it would not 
be possible to obtain the electric generator in less than two 
years and they suggested that it might be possible for the 
Board to purchase the generator separately, in which event 
they offered to reduce the price to £1,271 for the Diesel 
motor _only ; the reduced price would cover f~r linking up 
the generator with the engine in their works and would 
tHhance the date of completion of the job by twelve months. 

'l'enderR were accordingly invited for an electric generator 
and an offer was received from Geo. Cohen & Co. Ltd. for 
a 45 K.W. reconditioned generator and switchboard for the 
Slim of £175, the purchase of which the Chief Engineer 
recommended following inspection by the Insurance Com
pany's Inspector. 

On obtaining particulars of the generator Messrs. Ruston 
& HornSiby, Ltd., submitted .se~eral proposals for alternative 
engines, one of which was for a larger type engine than that 
already ordered but delivery of which was promised for 
f.leptember, 1948. The price of the larger engine is £1 ,705 
(leli1·ered free on site at Portrane. 'rhe ·Chief Engineer 
reports that the delivery of the engine and generator in 
September, 1948, would enaible the Board to effect consider
nhle savings in fuel costs during the summer of 1949 which 
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be estimates would be in the region of ..£1,200, and he accordingly recommended cancellation of the order for the original engine and the placing of an order with Ruston & Hornsby Ltd. for the larger engine for the sum of £1,705. The total cost of the larger engine and generator will be £1,880, an increase of £220 over the cost of the original engine and generator as sanctioned by the Minister. I have approved of the recommendation of the Chief Engineer and I am applying to the 1\Tini!'lter for simction to the revised proposals. 

14. Tenders were invited by public advertisement for the supply of one 24 inch or 30 inch motor mower for Portrane, nnd offers were received from three Dublin firms for various types of mowers. On the recommendation of the Head Oar<lene1· I have accepted the tender of Thomas McKenzie & Sons I~td. for the delivery from stock of a 30 inch Dennis motor mower for £190, less 5% discount. The Head Uardener reported that a heaYy type machine was required mHl that the Dennis machine offered by l\IcKenzies was the most -;uitnble. 

15. On the 20th . • 0\"ember I reported to the Board ncceptance of the tender of the Victa Engineering Co. for a Hndinl drilling machine for £195. This machine was requir d for the Engineer's Department at Portrane and lltl"l'ptance was subject to inspection by the Insurance Com· pan~·· s Engineer. Unfortunately the machine had been di .. posed of before an in!'lpection could be arranged and further offer were invited from the firms who had quoted in re ' })(>n. to the originnl advertisement. Offers were received from four firm,, nnd on the recommendation of the. Chief 

: 
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Engineer I have accepted that of John H. Riddle, Ltd., 
Glasgow, for one 4ft. Asquith Radial D1<il! for the sum of 
£165. 

16. The agreement with the Great Northern Railway Co. 
i'n connection with the omnibus from Donabate Railway 
Station to Portrane expir.ed on the 31st December last, and 
the Railway Co. were requested to renew it for a further 
period. The agreement pmvided for payment by the Board 
of a subsidy of £300 per annum, in consideration of which 
all employees of the Board at Portrane Mental Hospital and 
their wives , all employees of the Board at Grangegorman 
travelling to and from Portrane on official business, and 
members of the Board are permitted to travel free on the 
omnibus. The original agreement , which was made in 1928, 
provided for a subsidy of £100 per annum, and this has been 
increased from time to time, the last increase granted in 1943 
being from £250 to £300 per annum. The Great Northern 
Railway Co. have now applied for a further increase in the 
subsidy from £300 to £400 per annum. I have had a dis
cussion with Mr. T. J. Carton, the District Supel'intendent, 
in connection with this application, and from the information 
given by him it appears that the omnibus s'ervice is 
at present being operated by his company at a very consider
able loss. 

The agreement wi-th the company provides also that no 
single fare on the omnibus to persons not entitled to travel 
free shall exceed 2d. , and Mr. Carton explained that it was 
proposed to increase the fare from Dona-bate Railway Station 
to the Main H all at Portrane Mental HoRpital fro m 2d. to 
Sd., with proportionate increases for shorter journeys. H e 
has assured me that, even with the increased subsidy and 
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the increased fares to paying passengers, the service would still be run at a substantial loss to the company. In consideration of the Board 's agreement to the new conditions, the company is prepared to enter into an agreement with the Board covering a period of three years from the ls t January, 1948. I am submitting the correspondence with the Great Northern Railway Co., and I would ask the Board to authorise the additional expenditure of £100, provision for which has not been made in the Estimate and Demand for 1948-49. 

17. Tender were invited on the 6th ultimo by public advertisement for the supply of Shoemaking Machinery for Portrane Mental Hospital, and two were received-viz., The British United Shoe Machinery Co., Ltd., £308 lls. (9 items); the Standard Engineering Co., Ltd., £183 Os. 7d. (7 items). The fir t tender is lower in price for all, except two comparatively mall items, and, as the British United ho Machinery Co. pecify an earlier date of delivery ihan that of the econd tenderer, the Chief Engineer has recommended ace ptance of their tender for all equipment as offered. 

An offer wa received for secondhand equipment from a factory in • liao, which wa not considered suitable, having r gard to the fact that new machinery is available for deliYery within a . hort time. 

18, 'rhe ounty En"ine •r, \\' icklow County Council, has ubmitted an account for £840 12 . , being the balance claimed to be du b the Board in re pect of turf produced hs th Wicklow County ouncil in 1946. I have referred the a count to the Department of Local Government for con-
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firmation that this amount is paya,ble by the Board. The 
'County Engineer informs me that the final accounts for the 
1947 season will not be available for some months, but he 
estimates that the balance due by the Board in respect of 
that season will he £600-£650. 

19. Councillor l'virs. Nix and Councillm' P. P. O'Reilly 
mentioned in their Report of Inspection at Grangegorman on 
the 6th January, that a new pressing machine was needed 
for the tailor 's .shop. A number of efforts have been made 
to obtain a Hoffman Press , which so far have been unsuc
cessful, but the matter is being borne in mind and a machine 
will be procured as soon as possible. 

20. 1 have authorised the expenditure of a sum of £40 
on the 1'enewal of the edge boards on the male patients' 
Bowling Gr.een at Portr.ane. 

21. Mr. Vincent Kelly has submitted designs for the pro
posed new altars in the Catholic Church at Grangegorman. 
I would like the members of the Grangegorman Visiting 
Committee to arrange for an inspection of the designs and 
the Chapel at an early date . 

22. With further reference to paragraph 34 of my report 
to the meeting of the Board on the 19th February regarding 
the Healtih Services (Financial Provisions) Act, 194 7, ·and 
the Board's resolution thereon, I have been informed by the 
Department of Health that the submissions made that 
certain expenditure on fuel shout.d be excluded from the 
accounts for the purpose of determining the expenditure for 
the standard year 1947-48 are receiving attention, and that 
a decision will be communioated in due course. 

T. C. O'MAHONY, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 



Joint Board. 80 18th March, 1948. 

:MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPOR'r TO THE 
JOINT BOARD. 

18th March, 1948. 

23. f::linee 17th ultimo 37 male and 28 female patients were admitted-total, 65. Fifty-five chargeable patients were admitted, of whom 8 are temporary and 47 persons of unsound mind. Two private patients were admitJted, of whom 1 is temporary and 1 a person of unsound mind. Three patients were admitted on the Order of the Minister for Justice, and 3, including 2 non-district cases, on the Order of the Pre ·ident of the High Court. Two patients were trnnsferred frmn other J\Ientul Hospitals for ·pecial treatment. 

~4. 'l'he following are particulars of the tenders for General ' upplies accepted to-day:-

FOR TWELVE MONTHS FROM 1ST APRIL, 1948, TO 31sT MARCH, 1949. 

Patrick lfurphy : 
Best Creamery Butter 

(less allowance of 5/ - each for empty boxes returned in good condition). 

Corresponding 
Price in April, price 

1948. in April, 194 7. 

280/8 per cwt. 243/- per cwt. 

FOR ' L ' MO Tli ~'ROM 1 T APRIL, 194 , TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 194 

Dublin Mea£ ' upply Oommittu : Prim Beef in id 00 0 

Prim weth r mutton 
h p liv r (Qrnngegorman) 

, , (Portl'l\n ) . .. Iutton cut! (Grangegorman) 
(Portrane) 

15 / per cwt. 
266/ - .. .. 

1/ 10 per lb. 
1/ 11 
2/ 9 .. .. 
2/ 10 .. .. 

121/4 per cwt. 
224/- .. .. 

1/ per lb. 
1/ 9 
2/4 .... 
2/5 .. .. 
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Sawers (b·eland) Ltd. : 
Kipper herrings (Grangegorman) 

(Portrane) 

M. & P. Hanlon, Ltd. : 
Fillets of whiting (Grangegorman) 

(fortrane) 

lrish Direct Trading Go., Ltd. : 
Sod~ watPr,lemonade, ginger beer, 

gmger ale, delivered Grange
gorman or Amiens Street Station 
for Portrane 

Densons Ltd. : 

18th March, 1948. 

lOd. per lb. 
lld. 

lld. per lb. 
1/ -

lld. per lb. 
1/ -

9!d. per lb. 
IOd. 

Small 2/ 3 doz. 2/ 3 doz. 
Medium 3/ - , 3/ - , 
Large 4/ 6 , 4/ 6 

35/ - per pair 
25/ !) .. 

35/- per pair. 
25/9 .. 

Heavy farm boots 
1\fale nurses' shoes 
Nurses' shoes -·· . 22/ 6 .. 22/ 6 .. 

J ercmiah Brennan, Donabate : 
Cartage--Donabate to Portrane: 

J.oose coals 
Loose grains 
Other supplies 

6/ 6 per ton 
5/- , " 
6/- " , 

616 per ton. 
5/ -
6/ -

FOR THREE MONTHS FROM 1sT APRIL, 1948, TO 30TH JUNE, 
1948. 

.M. & P. Hanlon, Ltd. : 
Chickens ... 

James Sinclair & Go. (1941) Ltd. : 

Corresponding 
Price in April, price in April, 

1948. 1947 . 

3/5 per lb. 3/ 6 per lb. 

Best selected fresh hen eggs 
(Grangegorma.n) 33/- per 120 28/ 6 per 120 

Best selected fresh hen eggs 
(Portrane) 33/3 , , 29/- , 

T. C. O'MAHONY, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 
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Orde1·s made the1·eon : 

Par. 4.-The Manager stated that a nU!IUber of injuries to 
patients were due to the breaking. of glass, and he was e~
amiuing the possibility of replacing the glass in partitions m 
some of the diV'isions with uubreaka<ble transpareut material. 
He would report further to the Board when this . examination 
had been completed. 

Bur. H.-Proposed by Councillor P. J. Cog:hlan, and 
seconded by ~fr. Joseph Dignam : 

'' 'l'hat pursuant to Section 25 of the County Manage
ment Act, 1940, the Manager be authorised to expend 
a sum of £2,800 in excess of the amount provided in 
the official Estimate and Demand for 1948/ 49 for the 
purpose o£ improving the mid-day meal of the patients 
on Fridays and Fast Days." 

Passed unanimously. 

Par. 16.-Proposed by Councillor C. Breathnach, seconded 
by Councillor tMrs. Nix:-

'' Tha.t pur uant to the provisions of Section 25 of the 
County Management Act, 1940, the Manager be 
authorised to expend a Sl.lim of £100 in excess of the 
nmount provided in the official Estimate and Demand 
f01· 1948/ 49, to meet the increased cost of the subsidy 
to the G.K.R. ·Co., in connection with the operation o£ 
the omnibu ervice from Donabate to Portrane. 

l'a!lsed zmanimously. 

Pur. 21.--('hapel to be inspected and designs examined 
bv the Chairman, Councillors Frank Foley and P. P. 
O'ReiliJ, on 'l'hm· day, 25th March, at 2 p.m. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

A joint letter from 9 retired employees of the Board, 
applying for an increase in their rates of pension, was read, 
in oonnection with which Councillor Frank Foley handed in 
the following Notice of Motion: 

NOTICE OF MOTION FOR 14th APRIL, 1948. 

I hereby give notice that at the nexi meeting of the Joint 
Board I will move : ' 

" That this Joint Board considers that the scale of 
increases in pension which it has been indicated that 
the Minister would be prepared to sanction under 
Section 79 of the Local Government Superannuation 
Act, 1948, are inadequate, and the Board requests the 
Minister to approve of incr~ases in all cases related to 
the present cost of living; and that the Minister be 
requested to introduce legislation to provide for increases 
in the pensions of persons who retired from the Boord's 
ervice prior to 1st July, 1940, such increases al o to be 

related to the present cost of living.'' 

Councillor Frank Foley e~quired whether any decision had 
been received from the Minister regarding the proposal that 
the salaries of the 5 senior officers of the Board should be 
increased to meet the increased cost of living on the same 
scale as had been approved in the case of other officers. The 
Manager replied that he had been informed that the Mini ter 
was not prepared to depart from his previous decision in this 
matter. 
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Coun0illor Frank Foley proposed, .and Councillor Bernard 
Conway seconded: 

"That the Minister for Health be requested to receive 
a deputation, consisting of the Cha.irman and Vioe
Chairman, Aldermen Alfred Byrne, T.D. , and Robert 
Briscoe, T .D ., a nd Councillors Frank Foley , Mrs. Nix, 
.and H. P. Dockrell, who would submi:t the Board's 
views on this matter." 

Passed unanimously. 

E. ~I. MURRAY, 
.Chief Clerk. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 36~ 
18th March, 1948. 

25th March, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 

AGRI.CULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agri,cultural Sub-Committee was held in 
Urangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, on the 18th day of 
March, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) in the 
chair. Also present:__,Cou111cillors C. M. Byrne, John 
Cla.rke, P. J. Coghlan, Frank Foley, P. P. O'Reilly, John 
Smithers, and Mr. Joseph Dignam. 

FARM \YORKERS' WAGES. 

'rhe '1 -' anager repor•tecl tbat an application had been re-
ceived from the Federation of Rural \Yorkers for an increast:! 
in the rates paid to farm workers employed by, th~ Joint 
Board to £4 per week. The claim was originally made on 
beh;llf of the men preYiously employe{] .at Santry Comt , 
and the Federa.tion of Rural \Yorkers harl informed him that 
the;y would not permit the Board's farm workers from 
Pm·trnne to work n.t Santry <Court, having regard to the fact 
that the former Santry Court emplovee had refused to work 
f . ' < 01 u wage of less than £4 a week. The ~1<omager stated 
that it had been the Board' practice to pay farm workers 
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the maximum looal ra~e and in pmsuapce of this policy the 
.\gricultuntl Sub-Committee had recommended the Boar~ 
to author:se additional expen<liiture to the ·extent of £750 in 
the coming financial year for the purpose of granting an 
increase of 5 . a week to all its farm workers with effect as 
from 15th Maroh, 1948, the date from which the Agricultural 
Wages Board had increased the minimum rates for farm 
workers. Application ha<l. .been made for the Minister's 
sancbion to this increase, and if granted it would have the 
effect of making the basic rate for farm workers £3 5s- for 
n 48 hour week-(£3 15s. a week for dairy workers). The 
Manager had no indication that the Minister would be pre
pnred to sanction any increase beyond that figure. 

The matter was dnscussed at some length, and the meeting 
was adjourned for further con ideration of the matter on 
Thursday, 25th March, at 3 p.m. 

The adjourned meeting o£ the Agricultural Sub-Committee 
wa held in the Boardroom Grangegorman Mental Hospital, 
on Thursda;.. 25th March, 1948. Councillor John Breen 
(C'hairmnn) in the cha.ir. Also present:-C'onncillors C. M. 
Byrne, P .• J. Coghlnn, ,V_ P. Donohoe, P. P. O'Reilly, and 
.John mit.hers. 

Th ·application of the Feder11tion of Rural Workers io1· 
nu incr n. e in the rate paid to farm workers w.a-s further 
dis •u eel. l\ud the following re olution, proposed by Coun
cillor Frank Foley nnd econded by Councillor P. ,J _ Coghlan 
Wns pa sed unanim.ou lv: -· · That the Minister for Health 
be informed that. in the opinion of thi Committee, the 
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application of the Federation of Rural Workers for a mini

mum basic rate of £4 a week for farm workers employed 

by the Jo:nt Board should receive favourable consideration, 

and asked for an indication of his dews on the matter. " 

... 

25th .\larclt , 1948. 

REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL liL\KAGER. 

1 . .\f ilk S ttppliei!.-At present the 197 cows milking are 

giving H65 gallons of milk , of which Gr.a.ngegorm11n is getting 

210 and Portrane 155. This leaves a total deficiency of 55 

gallons, 25 at Gmnaeaorman and 30 at Portrane. The milk 
. . - . 0 0 

VIeld nas only increased slightly during the month and full 

upplies will not be available until the cow. are let out on 

H·e fresh gras in early April. . 

:\I,·. O'Keeffe , B.Agr.Sc. , is continuing hi investigation 

on the feeding of the dairy cows, and will not be in a 

position to report on the matter until next month. 

2 . .\Iastitis .-Some ca es of acute rna titi · are oocurriug 

among the hen l, but the majority of the e are responding to 

treatment. 

3 . .\Tole Draining.-De\"enty-the acres of gras land have 

ht'en llJOie drainerl at 'l'urvev-which condude this work 

1'11• the prese11t season . . 
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4. 'Pillage Operations.-Ploughing is in progress, and about 
30 acres of ley land · still remain to be ploughed for Spring 
cropping. To date 25 acres of SpTing wheat have been sown 
and 6 acres of ground have been drilled and manured for 
potato planting. 

Forty-five acres at f:>antry Court have been ploughed and 
disced and eeady for sowing. The remaining 45 acres are 
nt present being grazed and will not be ready for ploughing 
for at least 2 weeks. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultw·al Manager. 

Orders made thereon:-

1.-Noted. Fu·rther report to be submitted next month· 

2, 3 and 4.-Notecl. 

24th March, 1948. 

I~ PECTIOK REPORT (PORTRANE). 

w~. the und~l'sign~cl. visited the farms and garden at 
Po,·trune 011 Fr.iclay, 19th instant. Aooompaniecl by Mr. 
1-Iu~e::; we im<pected Ballvmastone and . aiW the Sltock quar
ter·ed there. \\·e are of the opinion that armngements should 

he mad to nllo,v cows more opportunrity for outdoor exer.cise 
a" ·ome of them wet·e definitely showing igns of cr,aanp
which, we think , is due to being confined for long periods 
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in the stalls. \Ye t\lso S<IW the stock of calves , which, to the 

eye at least, show &igns of promise. \\" e were e pecially 

impressed with the younger ones which are the first progen,y 

of the new bulls tHld show distinct signs of improvement. 

\re noticed that a number o£ calves are afflicted with the 

scourge of ringwom , and wonder if, considering the man.'· 

advances of modern animal science, some method of inocu

lation or othez•wi e •Cannot be introduced to eradiQate this 

disease a! together. 

We tht>n proceeded to Portrane Farm ~mel inspected the 

buildings thereon. \Ve noticed that the new up-to-<late bull

pens are nearing completion, and hope that when in use, 

they will eliminate all danger of acc;idents to the attendants 

on these animals. As regards the milk herd in general, we 

are .sorry to h~ve to report that the milk yield show a pro

gre sive decline. We very definitely atbribute this result 

to: -(1) the reduction in feed allowed to each cow, and (2) 

the long confinement of the herd indood (in order to save 

"ra ). 

While altogether in agreement with the immediate return 

to previous method of feeding , we wm leave lthis matter in 

the capable hands of the , ub~Committee, and throw out 

the suggestion that a Visiting Committee be sent to in pect 

the T.B. free self-contained herd , and how it operates at 

(' r·ookslina Sanatorium . 

. \fter lunch, in company with Mr. \Voloha11, Gardener, 

we in pected the Gardens attRched t-o Portr·nue, and founcl 

cYet·ything in first-class order. 



Agricultural Sub -Committee. 90 18th }<larch , 1948. 

H e has now got in the usual complement· of cabbages, pe-as , brooooli , turnips , lettuce , leeks and Brussel sprouts . We were informed (but had not time to inspect) thGt about two acres of wutumn onions have been sown, with 4 further acres ready for sowing. Three am·es of parsnips have been got in , with a further 3 acres ready :for <immediate sowing. 
The flower section shows s~gns of grea.t care and attention, a oonstant supply being av.ailable £or both churohes and 4 hospitals . We are of the opinion that a. more generous sum could be allowed in the garden aooount under this heading. We would like to commend whoever was respOnsible for the idea of iso\ating the toma.to a.nd fl.ower houses from each other . This ha<S led to the position now that the disease knoW<Il as " spotted wilt :· has <been completely eliminated. 
B efO"re. concluding we would like ·to refer to the Portrane Pig H erd . The present herd in our opinion is :first-dass in e\·ery reSipect except one, <11nd that is that it is too small . We belie\'e that with very small outl ay and keeping in mind the future possibiJi.ties of the pig industry the herd could nnd hould be increased by at least 100 per cent. and would in no small way help to lighten the :financi.al demand on the contributina bodie . We would like the Sub-Committee to fut-ther d1scu the pros and oons of this item. 
I n eouclusion, we would like to expres. our thanks to Dr. B\nke , Mr. H aye . and Mr. Wolohan for their assistance on the OCC.Il . ion of OUI' vi_ it. 

Orde1·: nted . 

PATRICK J. COGHLAN . 
. JOR J SMITHERS. 

·. : ·-· · 
• 
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The following were appointed to inspect the Dairy Herd 
at Crooksling &lnatorium, on Thursday, 8th April-viz., 
Councillor P . .T. Coghlan, W. P. Donohoe, P. P. O'Reilly, 
and ·bhe Agricultural Manager. 

JOHN BREEN. 

Chairmaa . 

. JOHN lHJNK E. 

Chief ll M.S. 

K. KEANE, 

At:ting Chief Glerk 
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Report No. 37· 
l5.th Ap1'il, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, on the 

15th day of April, 1948, Councillor John Breen, (Chai.J.·man) 

in the Chair. The following members were also present:-

City of Dublin. Rep1'esentatives: -Councillors Thomas 

Byme, P.O.; John Clarke; P·. J. Coghlin; Bernard Conway; 

W. P. Donohoe; Frank Foley; Mrs. Kathleen Nix; Mrs. 

Lillie O'Shea Leamy, P.O.; P. T. O'Reilly; John Smithers; 

Eugene Timmons, P.O.; Messrs. John Cahill, P.O. and 

Frederick Mullen, and Miss K. McDowell. 

County Dublin Rep1·esenta':tives: ~Mr. Joseph Dignam, 

Miss Mary C. Ennis and Miss M. Kneafsey. 

County Wioklow Rep1·esentatives: -'Councillors C. M. 

Byrne and P. P. O'Reilly. 

The Minutes of last meeting (Report No. 35) of 18th 

March were confirmed and signed. 

A return of the state of the Hospital from 18th March t. 

14th April, 1948, as under, was submitted and signed :

On Hospital Register on 18th March, 
1948 

Admitted··~ ..!~~h.April, I94s ... 

Males Females Total 

1523 
33 

1827 
31 

335( 
64 

1556 1858 3414 
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Males Females Total 
Discharged to 14th 

April, 1948 ll 13 24 

15th April, 1948. 

Died to do. 10 6 16 
Escaped to do. 21 19 40 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
15th April, 1948 1535 1839 3374 

Absent on trial and escape on 15th 
April, 1948 8 17 25 

Number actually resident on 15th 
April, 1948, as per Morning State. 
ment Book 1527 1822 3349 

DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 703 1149 1852 
Number of patients in Portrane Mental 

Hospital 824 673 1497 

Total number resident as above 1527 1822 3349 

CHARGEABILITY. 
City of Dublin 2501 
County Dublin 473 
County Wioklow 297 
Criminal Lunatics 60 
Non-district patients 18 

TOTAL 3349 
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AGRICULTURAL SUB-COl\IMITTEE. 
Councillor Frank Foley proposed and Councillor Mrs. 

O'Shea Leamy seconded the .adoption of Report No. 36 of 
the meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee held on the 
18th and 25th March, 1948. 

Pass eel 1manimo1tsly. 

lNSPECTION REPORT, GRANGEGORMAN. 

8th April, 1948. 

1. On Thursday, 8th April, we visited Grangegorman 
Mental Hospital male section accompanied by Dr. Brugha 
and the Head Male Nurse. 

2. We noticed that blinds were needed for the solarium 
section of Ward 2. The billiard table in Ward 7 requires 
recovering and a pressing machine would, we were informed, 

be of great benefit to the tailors' shop. Insole leather is 
also short in the bootmaking shop. 

3. We were struck by the scarcity of books in the library 
and think the Board should consider making an appeal for 
donations. An appeal of this nature would, we are sure, 
meet with considerable success. 

4. Wards 2 and 4 do not appear to have been painted for 
a considerable time. 

5. We understand that new uniforms are now becoming 
available for the staff and we think that this matter should 
be expedited as much as possible. 

H. P . DOCKRELL. 
F. J. MULLEN. 

Order made thereon:-Not'ed. See Manager's · S1tpple

tnental Report , datecl 15th April. 
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INSPECTION REPORT, GRANGEGORMAN · 

24th February, 1948. 
On the 24th February, 1948, we, the undersigned, visited Grangegorman Hospital and, accompanied by the Acting Head Male Nurse (in the absence of Dr. Dunne, R.M.~.), we first visited the Male Sections, and later, accompamed by Miss Murphy, we visited the Female Section; and hereunder submit this report to the Board for consideration:-
1. In several of the divisions we considered the tempera· ture of the. rooms and passageways pretty low, hovering around 50 dt~grees, although the weather outside was com· paratively mild. In this connection, the hot water circulating system for heating these rooms did not seem to be functioning properly, as in some places the jackets of the pipes seemed to be only very lukewarm and other sections almost cold. We were later given to understand 

1 
that the fuel was the cause (turf ana' timber) and the lack of coke aggravated the situation. Finally, we were assured 

1 

that the supplies of coke due to relieve this condition would be pressed for and immediate improvement maqe in this whole connection. We respectfully submit that special attention should be paid to this important mil.tter of heating the divisions, passageways and rooms, etc., especially 1 during any period of weather where the outside conditions are cold and inclement. 

2. We visited the Main Dining Hall when the patients were at dinner. The meal appeared to be substantial and appeti ing and there were no complaints. 
1 
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3. At this stage the following patients approached us with 

a view to having their cases examined: 

Mr. D.C. , Hull, who desires to be transferred back to 

Hull, where he has friends locally living. 

M.W., Wicklow, who desires to get home. 

Mr. M.R., G.B. and F. O'K. likewise. 

4. In this Dining Hall we saw a young boy of tender 

years being cared for by one of the Attendants. His con

dition was explained to us. We felt a case such as this, 

for a child of such tender years, was one for some other 

Mental Hospital where juveniles were more specifically 

treated· and cared fo~; and the views of the R.M . .S. in this 

:·-.nnection would be appreciated. 

5. Passing through the Male Attendants' Kit-chen we 

noticed that it must be quite a long time since it received a 

coat of paint and we would respectfully suggest this should 

be attended to: In addition, this unit could be usefully 

enlarged (as there appears to be space available outside for 

this to be done) and also some improved system of ventila

tion should be installed. The present method of using open 

windows is conducive to draughts . The ceiling in this unit 

had collapsed since our previous visit and in the repair of 

this opportunity might be taken to deal with the matter of 

ventilation referred to. 

6. The painters ' workshop is very congested. The work

men there have great difficulty in keeping articles of 

furniture etc. , after being varnished or painted, free from 

dust because of the condition of this shop inside. If this 

workshop cannot be transferred elsewhere to roomier 

quarters , steps should be taken to improve the interior 
condition. 
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7. The Carpenters' shop was also visited. We would like to suggest that the two patients who are doing very useful and effective work in this shop might be given a larger monetary allowance. We did not broach this subject to the patients . It is only on recollection of what was said in this matter some months ago whep raised otherwise that now prompts this present suggestion. 
8. On our way we noticed that the new T.B. Pavillions '"'ere in the course of erection and good progress was being made. 

9 . The Laundry was, as usual, a hive of industry and the volume of work turned out there was most striking. In our inspection of this very useful and effective unit we • perceived that if a connection for the supply of Gas was made, a Collar Machine (at present lying there unused) could be put into commission and in, addition some ten gas heated smoothing irons could also be put into use. These implements would help to handle a fair proportion of the work now being concentrated on the similar machines otberwi e in operation. 
1t. appeared to us also that the water used in this laundry, 11 well as other portions of the Hospital , seemed to be a bit on the hard ide; and we 1·espectfully submit that if a wutet· oftening plant was installed at the appropriate point, wher· · the intake of water applies, this plant would assist materially in making the water more effective for cleaning nnd wu hino purpo e . 

10. The Female Dining Hall wa also visited, but the patients bad finished dinner and left. The sculleries, etc. , were al o examined. The Scullery could do with a fresh coat of paint, and in addition, the potato peeling machine 
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should be fixed up and put back into commission. Miss C. 
asked for her case to be considered for return home. 

11 . We feel perforce obliged to refer to a heavy cloying 
odour which seemed to pervade this Dining Hall and the 
passageways off it. In this connection we submit that some 
form of deodorant should lbe used daily in or around this 
section, which should be applied either by vaporising spray 
or by a medium (say Pine crystals) used in tb.e water 
provided for washing tables, floors, etc. Additional means 
of ventilation (by means of fans, etc.) would also possibly 
help. 

12. That portion of the building immediately outside of 
this Dining Hall where the passageways, etc. meet, struck 
us as being very dark and gloomy, and in this connection 
we respectfully submit that this portion should be brightened 
and made less forbidding by the use of suitable paintwork, 
etc. 

13. In the female Therapy Shop the patients were all 
very quiet and engaged on the usual products, which were 
both useful and effective. In this shop the Lady Attendant 
in charge submitted to us that a supply of rug canvas was 
very much required, and in this respect we would like to 
submit that the Red Cross organisation should be 
approached to use their good offices to get this material. 

14. Here a Miss R. seemed concerned at not having beard 
from her sisters and asked to have her case considered for 
release. Also a Miss S. asked for her case to be considered 
for return home. A :;o.rrs . McH. asked to have he1· case 
considered likewise. 

15. In the Library attached to one of the Recreation 
Rooms , the number aud condition of the books there did 
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not sem to .be very impressive. We are aware that through the consideration of the Deputy City Manager, a large number of books have been supplied from Dun L aoghaire Library during the past few years. But as this question of Library Books and periodicals for the use of the patients has been again before the Board recently, it would be desir· able to know what further steps can be taken to enlarge on this form of recreation for the patients. ' 

16. In this matter of reading, etc. , as a recreation for the patients; we respectfully considered that in a number of the recreation rooms the number of electric light points &e.::med to be very low in relation to the size of the rooms, and in addition the wattage of each electric lamp seemed· to be likewise insufficient. During evenings when there is little or no daylight, it is considered that patients who desire to read must find this condition Yery trying. We would like to know if there is any medical reason for not having bett~r lighting arrangements in these sections. 
17. The Tailors ' Shop was found to be also !busily engaged in the repair and production of clothing. In a previous report , submissions were made for the pro· ' ision of a new Hoffman presser , it appears that so far this ha r.ot been provided and the shop has to perforce carry on with the present steam presser which is almost worn out nml ineffective. We note in Deputy City Manager's Report that the provi ion of this machine is now receiving attention. 18. In the female workrooms the patients were all very quiet . We respectfully uggest that these rooms be painted . 19. " e re pectfully submit that supplies of anthracite hould be pro'lided for the kitchens (where ranges use such) instead of fuel blocks now provided. Anthracite seems to be the most effectiYe form of fuel , 
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20. The . Male Therapy shop was visited, but patients 

were at dinner. The work here turned out by the pati~nts 

is very creditable. Likewise, the weaving and boot repair

ing shops were visited. There were no complaints. 

21 . The Dispensary appeared to be well stocked in every 

way but we feel impelled again to refer to the evident con

gestion existing there. The connection made with an over

head room here has given some measure of relief in this 

connection; but, yet, in view of the important and 

responsible role played by this unit in the running of the 

hospital and the care of the patients, we respectfully submit 

that some further effort should be made .to place this dis

pensary in larger apartments and which would be situated 

in a more centrally placed position in relation to the Hospital 

.Buildings as a whole. In addition, we would like the Chief 

R.M.S. 's views on the system of getting supplies of any 

medicine or drug from this unit, outside of ordinary working 

hours. . 

22. The male operation theatre we found, as usual, was 

maintained in a very efficient manner. We would like to 

respectfully submit that ip. view of the nature of the work 

carried on in this theatre that better heating arrangements 

should be provided. 

23. In the male and female refractory divisions which we 

visited we found the patients very quiet, and there were no 

complaints. The wards were clean , bright and airy. Beyond 

the fact that the heating apparatus did not seem to be 

operating properly and the room temperatures were low, 

as already referred to, there were no other complaints. 

24. In the othe1· male and female divisions which we 

Tisited the wards, rooms, passageways and stairways, etc., 
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were found to be all kept in a bright clean and airy condition; and the patients in all case very quiet and no complaints except where previously referred to from those seeking to get home, etc. 

25. In regard to the Female Therapy shop, we would respectfully suggest that a number of electric poker pens be provided for the use of the patients here. 
26. In one of the female wards we noticed another boy of tender years being taken care of, and app~rently the pet of the division. 

Zl. The grounds, etc., which we 'traversed appeared to be kept in a very clean and tidy condition. 

28. In regard to the heating system, we would like to respectfully point out that in one of the boiler houses there was. one boiler which for its size, to our lay minds, appeared to be canying a load of circulating water which seemed too heavy for its furnace or fire grate capacity. As four large water inlet pipes (some 4! inches in diameter at least) were carrying the cool or cold water into the boiler whilst four similar pipes were carrying the heated water away out into the circulating system again, and then these pipes had to travel underground out into the open away from the boiler house and into various buildings being heated from same. We would respectfully suggest that these boiler units should be examined with a view to seeing if the volume of water ~andled could be more effectively heated. The boilermen 1~ charge of these units appeared to us (with the fuel at their disposal and the type of boiler involved) to be doing everythin~ P<>ssible to keep the boilers working as effectively as possible as we paid particular attention to this. 
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29. Although we started our visitation at 11 a.m. and 

finished at 5 p.m. we had not time to visit certain sections 

of the female and male divisions, the T.B. wards, the 

bakery, stores, male kitchen, female operating theatre or 

gardens. 

In conclusion, we wish to extend our deep appreciation 

to Miss Murphy, Mr. Kavanagh, Acting Head Male Nurse, 

and Dr. Aird, who, each in turn, accompanied us for a 

portion of our visit, and also every other member of the 

staffs whom we encountered, for their courtesy and 

attention. 
J. SMITHERS. 

J. CAHILL. 

F. FOLEY. 

Orde1'. Received 1aJe. Consideration deferred to next 

meeting. 

INSPECTION REPORT, PORTRANE. 

23rd March, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Blake , we made a tour of 

inspection of both the male and female sides of the 

institution. . The places visited included workshops and 

kitchens. In the therapy roms there were thirty-one workers 

all interestedly engaged in brush, rug and mat making. In 

the weaving room there were twelve workers. It occurred 

to us that another winding machine is essential here , a 

one winder is doing the work for six weavers. 

2. In the tailor's shop where there are ten \Yorkers , 

making ·and mending was in busy progress. The presser in 

use is out of date and just makes for waste. A new one 

Would be very welcome in this department. 
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3 . In th~ boot shop there were seven workers, all busily engaged in both making and mending. 
4. In the mattress malcing room where sixteen workers are engaged, a complaint wa made that the machine in use is obsolete and does not tease the hair succesfully · This should be replaced. 
5. Visitors' rooms and recreation rooms were all clean al)d air-conditioned. The front main hall requires painting and the lights cleaned of black-out material. 

. 6. The dormitories and bedding were all clean a~d well aired. The T.B. wards were bright and clean, with plenty of sunshine (which is so essential in treating this form of disease) flooding every square inch of space. 
7 · In the male and female infirm wards the patients seemed to have the attention and cleanliness necessarY for their comfort and welfare and the meals about to be served were both appetising and nomishing. ' In the Female Infirmary we found the usual attention and comfort and there were no complaints. 
8. In the kitchen the food, which was of very good quality was in preparation. It consisted of roast beef, abundant fresh vegetables,_ all well cooked and tastily served. The potatoes were of first class quality, and the milk pudding was !both nourishing and well served. 9. In the female workrooms where there are forty workers, knitting, mending and making was their chief output. The new machinery in the laundry would need · peecling up, and again a request was made for younger Workers. In the comse of our 'inspection tour we were as usual, met by patients who were anxious to be allowed out but the firm impression .derived from all we ·bad seen was that the administration left nothing whatever to be desil'ed and is in capable han<ha. 
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10 . . \t the patient 's request, we interviewed Miss N. 
~[cO., No. 112. 

11. In conclusion, we must thank the Doctor, Engineer 
and other members of the staff · for their kindpess and 
att&ntion to us during our visit. 

K. NIX. 
B. CON,VAY. 
J. SMITHERS. 
P. COGHLIN. 

Order. Received late. Consideration referred to next 
meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following ·were nominated as Visiting- Members to 
Grangegorman . and Portrape Mental Hospitals for the 
en uiug period to 20th May, date of next monthly. meeting. 

GRANGEGORMAN ... Councillor Eugene Timmons . 

PORTRANE 

Mrs. Kathleen Nix. 
Mr. Joseph Dignam. 

Councillor T. Byrne. 
, Mrs. O'Shea Leamy. 

Mr. John Cahill. 

MANAGER 'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 
8th April, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 
IIo pital on 8th instant was:-

a compared with:
th April, 1947 
th April , 1946, 

Males. Fem~les. Total . 

lo21 1820 3341 

1484 
1523 

1809 
1813 

3393 
3336 
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8th April, 1945 
8th April, 1944 

106 

1515 
1492 

15th April, 1948. 

1795 
1795 

3310 
3287 

this year's number being L}2 less than on the corresponding 
date last year but 54 more than on the corresponding date 
in 1944. 

2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals and 
the health of the patients is reported by the Branch 
R.M.S. and the Chief R.M.S. to be satisfactory. There 
has been a mild epidemic of measles on the female si~e 
of the Hospital at Grangegorman during the past SlX 
weeks which now appears to be abating. Two female 
pati(·nts and eight female nurses contracted the disease 
and all are recovering. One male patient contracted 
mumps and there is one case of suspected typhoid in the 
male house at Grangegorman but the diagnosis has not 
been confirmed. 

3. Accidents to Patients, Grangegorman.-At about 11 
a.m. on the 31st ultimo, male patient P.R. (637), a liberty 
pat.ient, was foup.d to be suffering from a self-inflicted 
wound on the left wrist which had bled profusely. The 
wound was stitched and the patient was later given a 
blood transfusion by a Visiting Surgeon, the donor being 
Male Nurse Flanagan. The wound was inflicted with a 
kni!e which apparently he had made himself and as he is 
a liberty patient, it is difficult to ascertain how he had 
the opportunity to make it. The Chief R.M.S. assUl·es 
me that no blame attache§! to any member of the staff in 
connection with this occurrence which has been reported 
to the Iinister for Health. The patient is progressing atisfactol'ily. 
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On tho 28th ultimo, female patient A. S. (42266) was 
found to have a swelling and dislocation of the left ankle 
which, on X-ray,. proved to be due to a fracture of the tip 
of E-xternal malleolus. The patient had been working in 
Xo. 22 division kitchen on the previous day and there is 
no record of her having received an injury in the kitchen 
or ill 24 division to which she is attached. The Chief 
R.M.S. reports that the nature of the injury is such that 
it might possibly have been caused by the patient suddenly 
wrenching her ankle or by striking it sharply against a table 
leg or some similar object. He assures me that no blame 
attaches t0 any membex of the staff in connection with 
this accident which has bee~1 duly reported to the Minister 
for Health. 

Femal.' patient T. McD. (795) was .found on admission 
0 ll tile 3rd instant to have a dislocation of the right 
shoulder joint, apparently of long standing. The existence 
of t!~is condition prior to admission has beep confirmed and 
the fact was reported to the Mini ter for Health. 

4. No serious accidents to patients in Portrane are 
reported during the past month. 

~· Accidents to Staff, Grangegorman.-On the 16th 
u~tuno, Male Nurse P.R. (Jnr.) received a fall from his 
biCycle while off duty and sustained a fracture of the bead 
of right radius. He will be off duty for a further two 
week. 

:\LF., maid, slipped and fell ip the nurses' dininghall 
011 the 8th ultimo, as a result of ,,·hich she was off duty 
from 8th to the 12th ultimo inclusive with a sprained elbow. 

6· Accidents to Staff Portrane.-Male Nurse W.H., 
while on duty in ~o. S clivi ion on 29th February, acci-
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dentally slipped and injured his left hand. He is under treatment in St. Laurence's Ho pital ap.d will be unfit for 
duty for some time. 

Male Nurse T.A., while restraining a violent patient in No. 7 division on the 25th ultimo, strained his back and 
has been off duty since the following day. Female Attendant M.P.H. fell on the stairs of No. 3 division and injured her right foot, as a result of which she was off duty from the 7th to the 14th ult . Kurse M. McM., on the 25th ultimo received a kick frolll a patient and also twisted her ankle. She was attended to by .a Medical Officer but continued on duty. 

1. On the 20th ultimo I received the sanction of the Minister for Health to a pr~posal submitted some time ago to increase the nursing staff in No. 2 female division, Portrane, by one day nurse and one night nm·se. Allowing for reliefs, this involves an increase in the female staff of three nurses who are being recruited. 

8. On the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, I have authorised the redecoration of the main corridors and No. 9 male division at Portrane at an estimated cost of £300. As thi had not been included in the special works provided for iu the Estimate for 1948-49, the cost of it will be defrayed from the provision of £2,000 for contingencies. 

9. Mr. Vincent Kelly ha submitted working drawing and pecification in connection with the enlargement of the teamerhou e in the male department general kitchen, Grangegorman, and reports that the estimated cost of this work is now £2,395. The drawings and specification have been forwarded t-o the Department of Health for approval. 
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10. On the 25th ultimo, I accepted the tender of Kennan 

& 8ons, Fishamble Street, Dublin, at £139 for fencing the 

male bowling green at Grangegorman, being the lower of 

two tenders received in response to public advertisement. 

It will be remembered that tbis was recommended by the 

Board following complaints which bad been received of 

damage to the bowling green by dogs wandering on to it. 

It is expected that the. fencing will be com1)leted within 

the next few weeks. 

11. A arranged at the last meeting of the Board, Mr. 

Vincent Kelly's plan for the new altars and the alteration 

to the Catholic Chapel at Grangegorman were inspected by 

the Chairman, Councillors P. P. O'Reilly and Frank Foley, 

the Catholic Chaplain and the Architect, on the 25th ultimo. 

It was considered that Mr. Kelly's drawing No. 1 was the 

most suitable for the altar and that a sum of £500 for the 

decoration of the chapel should be added to Mr. Kelly's 

e timated figure of £2,000 for the new altars and the alter

ations. I am submitting the plans and Mr. Kelly's report 

for the Board's approval. 

12. Tenders were invited for the supply of five steel farm 

gates aud posts for erection at the " Sea Field," Portrane, 

and the following was received:-

mith & Pearson Ltd. £56 5s. Od. 

Thomas Lenehan & Co. £59 15s. Od. 

The Chief Engineer reported that the gates offered by 

Lenehan. were of tubular steel and were superior to thos 

offered by mith and Pearson but Lenehans could not 

deliver the post for hanging the gates for three mont~ . 

Accordingly, on the recommendation of the hie£ Engineer, 

I accepted Lenehan's tender for five gate only at £7 each , 
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the gates to be hung on concrete posts constructed by the Hospital staff. 

13. On the 16th ultimo the Branch R.M:S. and the Chief Engineer, Portrane, inspected Tonlegee, Broadmeadow and Lissenhall Waterworks. Tonlegee reservoir was full to within ope inch of overflowing and Broadmeadow subsidiary reservoir was full to a depth of eight feet . The Chief Engineer reports that the Blind River requires cleaning at the reservoir end and he has arranged to have this work carried out in the autumn. He is arranging also to rebuild the entrance gate pier at Tonlegee Reservoir and to carry out certain repairs to the caretaker's house at Broadmeadow. A leakage was noticed in the roof at Lissenhall pumping station which is being attended to. 
14. Tenders were invited recently by public advertise· ment for the supply of a green crop loader for Portrane farm and the following were received:-

T. Lenehan & Co. " International " £70 delivered 1949. T. McKenzie & .Sons, "Wilmots' Rozier," £122 . lOs., delivered July, 1948. 
I . A. W. S. "Butterly." JHSO delivered l~th May, 1948. 

On the recommendation of the Agricultural Manager I have accepted the tender of the I.A.W.S. for the supply of a •• Butted · '' loader at .£180, subject to delivery being made not later than the 18th May, as this machine is required urgently for use this season. 
I have al o accepted the tender of Thomas Lenehan & Co .• at £91 17 . for electric fencer and accessories. 
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. 15. The two nurses who were sent to Cardiff for special 

training i11 occupational therapy work have been making 

enquiries regarding supplies of occupational therapy equip

ment and materials available in England, and they have 

submitted a very extensive list of these articles which can 

be supplied by Dryad Handicrafts , Leicester, if that firm 

can obtain an export licence. 

As the members of the Board are aware, it has been 

found extremely difficult for some years past to supply the 

occupational therapy departments with sufficient materials 

to keep the patients occupied, and the Chief R.M.S. has 

accordingly, recommended that all the matrials listed by 

the two nurses should be purchased. The total cost, 

including a number of weaving looms , will be from £800 

to £900 but it should be explained that the cost of the 

materials will be recovered in the sale of articles produced 

from them. 

16. The Department of Local Government has certified 

to me that the account for £840 12s. Od. submitted by the 

Wicklow County Council as the balance due for turf 

supplied from the 1946 crop is correct and properly payable 

by the Joint Board, and I have, accordingly, passed the 

account for payment. 

17. The Department of Local Govemment has advised 

me that the Minister has recommended the Commissioners 

of Public Works to issue an instalment of £2,500 of the 

loan of £11,500 for the completion of the new laundry and 

central power station and the erection of two T.B. pavilions 

at Grangegorman. Application bas been made to the 

Minister for Health for a sum of £2,800 out of the grant 

from the Hospitals Trust Fw1d towards the cost of the T.B. 
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pavilions. A payment of that sum has recently been made to the cop.tractor on the certificate of the Architect. 

18. In connection with the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Frank Foley to-day, the following information has been supplied by the Accountant, viz.:-
Four officers of the Board retired prior to the 31st December, 1918, and three of these are in receipt of increases under the Pensions (Increase) Act, 1920. The fourth is not eligible for an increase under that Act as the combined pensions of her husband and herself exceed £200 per annum. 
66 officers who retired between the 1st January • 1919 and the 30th June , 1940 are in receipt of pensions as follows:-

59 receive less than £199 per annum 

Total Cost 
per annum 

£5,754 5 receive between £200 and £399 per annum l receives £609 per annum 
1,366 

609 
1,300 

l receives £1,300 per annum 

£9,029 
The cost of gmnting increases on the maximum scales as set out in circular C.L.G. 4 / 1948 dated 14th February from the Depnrtrn nt of Local Government would be:-

50% on pen ions up to £199 
40% on pensions from £200 to £399 30% on pension of £600 
20% on pension of £1 ,300 

per annum 
£2, 77 

546 
1 3 
260 
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A further increase of 50% to the four officers who retired 

prior to the 1/1/1919 would cost £107 per annum. 

On the 19th February the Board authorised the expendi

ture of a sum of £5,500 to meet the cost of increasing the 

pensions of officers who retired since the 1st July , 1940, 

on the scale laid down in the circular referred to. This 

scale provides for maximum ill.creases varying from 50% 

to 25% to those who retired since the 1st July, 1943, and 

lower rates of increases for those who retired between 1st 

Jul,v, 1940, and the 30th June, 1943. The cost of ~pplying 

the maximum rates of increases to the officers who retired 

between the 1st July, 1940, and the 30th June, 1943, 

would be £481 per annum more than the amount already 

authorised by the Board. 

The total cost of the proposals embodied i.n Councillor 

Poley's resolution would therefore be:-
per annum 

50% increase to pensioners who retired prior 

to the l / l / 1919 £107 

Maximum scale of increases to pensioners 

who retired between 1/ 1/ 1919 and the 

30/ 6/ 1940 3,866 

Further cost of applying maximum scale of 

increases to pensioners who retired be-

tween l / 7/ 40 and the 30/ 6/ 43 481 

Total £4,454 

If the above increases are applied with effect a from 

lhe 1 t November, 1946, the expenditure involved in the 

current year, 1948-49, will be £10,700. 



Joint Board. 114 15th April., 1948. 

19. The resolution in connection with the wages of the 
Board's farm workers adopted at the meeting of the Agri: 
cultural Sub-Committee on the 25th ultimo, was trans
mitted, a directed, to the Department of Health and a 
reply is awaited. In the meantime, the sanction of the 
Minister has been received to a proposal previously sub
mitted for an increase of 5 f - a week, as and from the 15th 
March, 1948, in the wages of adult farm workers employed 
by the Board, with appropriate increases for juvenile 
workers. It will be remembered that the Board, on the 
18th ultimo, on the recommendation of the Agricultural 
Sub-Committee, authorised the additional expenditure in
volved in the 5/- increase. 

T. C. O'MAHONY, 

Dublin Assistant City .\tanager. 

~IAXA.GER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO JOIN'l' 
BOARD. 

15th April , 1948. 

20. ince 15th ultimo, 37 male ancl ~7 female patient 
wer admitted, total 64. 59 of the e were chargeable 

, of whom 9 are temporary, voluntary and 42 
of un ound mind. 3 were temporary priYate 

patient , all of whom are eli trict en e . One patient wa 
admitt d on the order of the Mini ter for Ju tice and one 
tr n f rred from Waterford :\!ental Hospital for pecinl 
trootment . 

• 



Joint Board. 115 15th Ap1'il, 1948. 

21. I have authorised the continued payment during the 
current financial year of increased pensions, as provided in 

the Pensions (Increases) Act, 1920, to three pensioners who 

retired from the Board's senice prior to the 31st December, 
1918. 

22. Tenders were invited by public advertisement on the 

11th 1\Iarch, for the supply of 2,000 to 3,000 tons of steam 

coal to Grangegorman and Portrane. Tests of the coal 

offered by the different tenderers are at present being carried 

out. I have also received an offer from I rish Coal 

Importers Ltd., of emergency coal, considerable stocks of 

which are still on hands in the Dublin fuel importers' 

.Yards, and tests of the different grades offered are being 

made for comparison with the results obtained from the 
higher grade coal. 

23. In connection ·with the report of in pection at 
Grangegorman carried out by Councillor H. P. Dockrell and 

~[r. F. J. Mullen on the 8th instant , I have to report a 
follows:-

Par. 2. Efforts have been made for orne time pa t 

to obtain blinds for the alass roofs in Division No. 2. 
b 

' o far, however, they haYe been unsucce sful , but the 
Storekeeper is examining the pos ibility of using a 

ub titute material. I am having the billiard table in 

Divi ion 7 examined and I "·ill authorise its recoverina 
if nece sary. 

Par. 3. The provision made iot· the purchase of 
library books in the Annual Estimate is small , viz., 

£60 per annum. A certain quantity of used book i 

• 
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' "'" obtained from the Dublin public libraries, but it would 
be desirable to have some more regular method of 
obtaining the supplies of books required for the amuse
ment of the patients. I would like to discuss this 
matter further with the members. 

Par 4. The Clerk of \Yorks will arrange to carry out 
the redecoration of divisions 2 and 4 in the current 
year if the painting programme permits of it. 

24. The in tallatiou of the oil burning plant on the 
Lancashire boilers in the female house at Grangegorman 
i!' almost completed. Approval by the Dublin Corporation 
and the Insurance Company is awaited before making the 
final connections and carrying out tests of the plant. A 
payment of £1,200 on account has been made to the con
tractor . 

On the 24th ultimo, the Department of Industry and 
Commerce informed me that, owing to the inadequacy of 
fuel oil supplies, it was not pos ible to enter into additional 
commitment and accordingly, a permit to purchase fuel 
oil for Grangegorman could not be granted. It was 
pointed out to the Department, on 30th ultimo, that the 
decision to instal the oil burning plant was made primaril~· 
on their advice and direction given last April and that the 
contract for the plant wa not placed until a definite 

urnnce had been obtained that an allocation of oil would 
be grant d; that p rmit bad be n obtained monthly ince 
October last and that they were not taken up merely 
b cau e of unavoidable delay in completing the plant. 
They were further informed that no objection would be made 
to a r duction in the nllocation for Grangegormnn equal 
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to that imposed on other similar users but that, in view of 

the facts as set out above, Grangegorman could. not be 

regarded as a new committment for fuel oil. On 14th 

instant, I received a reply from the Department confirming 

their original decision. -The· correspondence in the matter is 

submitted. 

Orders made thereon:-

T. C. O'MAHONY, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Par. 11. On the motion of Councillor Frank Foley, 

seconded by Councillor Mrs. Nix, the alterations to the 

Catholic Chapel at Grangegorman, including the Architect's 

drawing No. 1 ior the alterations and the provision for 

redecoration were approved unanimously. 

Par. 23.-The Manager stated that enquiries would be 

tnade as to the possibility of establishing branches of the 

Dublin Corporation and the Dublin County Council libraries 

in Grangegorman and Portrane respectively. On the pro

posal of Councillor T. Byrne , seconded by Councillor Mrs. 

O'Shea Leamy, the following Sub-Committee was 

appointed to examine generally the question of improving 

the library service in the two hospitals, viz., Councillor 

John Breen (Chairman) , Councilors Frank Foley, Mrs. Nix 

and F.ugene Timmons, Miss Mary Ennis and Miss K. 

Me· Dowell. 

Par. 24. Department of Industry and Commerce to be 

requested to receive a deputation consisting of the Chair

man, the Manager and the Chief Clerk in connection with 

this matter. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION BY COUNCILLOR FRANK 
FOLEY. 

In accordance with notice, Councillor Frank Foley moved:-
'' That this Joint Board considers that the scale of increases in pension which it has been indicated that the Minister would be prepared to sanction under Section 79 of the Local Government Superannuation Act, 1948, are inadequate, and the Board requests the Minister to approve of increases in all cases related to the present cost of livipg; and that the Minister be requested to introduce legislation to provide for increases in the pensions of persons who retired from the Board's service prior to 1st July , 1940, such increases also to be related to the present cost of living." 

The resolution was seconded by Councillor B. Conway. 
Following a discussion of the details submitted in Paragraph 18 of the Manager's report, the resolution was put to the meeting and was passed unanimously, the following m embers being then present at the meeting :-Councillors John Breen,. Thomas Byrne, Bernard Conway, P. J. Coghlin, Frank Foley, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, Mrs. 0' hea Leamy, John Smithers , Eugene Timmons, Messrs . John Cahill, Jo eph Dignam and Frederick Mullen , 1i M · owell, Mi Ennis and Mis Kneafsey. 

OORRE PO~·mENCE. 
1. Letter from the Secretary, Dubliti ounty ouncil, da d 19th March, advising that the County Commis ioner at a pecial itting on the 18th March, appointed Miss Mary . Enni , West Curragh, Naul, to repre ent the 
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Dublin County Council on the Joint Board in succession to 

· Mrs. H. B. Fottrell. 

Order. Noted. 

2. Letter dated 13th April, from the Clerk to tpe Council, 

Dublin Corporation, advising that the Dublin City Council 

at an adjourned quarterly meeting held on the 12th April, 

reappointed Alderman Bernard Butler to represent the 

Corporation on the Board, and also appointed Miss K. 

McDowell in succession to Councillor Thomas P . Bourke, 

resigned. 

Order. Noted. 

3. Letter dated 14th April, from the General Secretary, 

Irish Local Government Officials' Union, asking for a dis

cussion with the Special Sub-Committee of the Board in 

connection with the salaries of the Clerical, Accounting and 

Stores Staffs of the Board. 

Order. Representatives of the Irish Local Gov ernment 

Officials' Union to be interviewed by the members of the 

deputation appointed at the last meeting of the Board to 

wait on the Minister for Health in connection with this 

matter. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE. 
Chief P. .. \f.S. 
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Report No. 38. 
22nd April, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held in 

'he Boardroom, Gran~egorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, on 

the 22nd day of April, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chair

man) in the Chair. Also present: Councillors C. M. Byrne, 

P. J. Coghlin, Mr. Joseph Dignam, Co11ncillors W. P. 

Donohoe and Frank Foley. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION OF COTTAGES ON SANTRY 

COURT ESTATE BY COUNCILLORS F. FOLEY AND J. 

- SMITHERS ON 27/11/47 AND 29/2/48. 

RBXARX8 
No. of No. of Rooma 

---------~P~~I-------------1·-----------
---------

Youn;a 

llarrta 

-
···I 

., 

3 

s 

2 bedrooms and kit· 
chen. 

7 rooms (two houses 
knocked into one). 

Very damp; concrete floor In 
kitchen ; roof valley leak! ng ; 
no water or sanitary convenience; 
badly in need of redecoration ; 
roof and gutters need attention. 

General condition bad. Flooding 
caused by yard being higher than 

floor level. 

Defect in wall over front window ; 

ground dampness affecting walls ; 
roof valley defect! ve ; roof 

rafters sagged. Pumf In yard. 
Elsan closet. Genera condition 

bad. 
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COTTAGE No. of Xo. of Rooms 
Persons 

Jas. Redmond 6 2 bedrooms and kit-
chen. 

P. Farrelly 6 2 bedrooms and kit-
chen. 

Wm. Hughes 7 llcdroom and kitchen 

P . .llc:llahon 2 2 bedroom;, and kit-
chen . 

.lloran (Gate 5 2 bedrooms ; sitting-Lodge). room and kitchen. 

RoLertd .... 3 2 bedrooms and kit-
chen. 

llrannlgan 5 2 bedrooms, kitchen (Quamey). and scnllery. 

MI. Redmon(! 6 or 8 4 bedrooms, kitchen 
(? and scullery. 

lodgers) 

~lat. Lawless G 2 bcdroomsi kitchen (Old P.O.) and sit ~m 
(Two storey ouse) 

. 

I 

22nd April, 1948. 

REllARKS 

Roof leaking; R.W. pipes defect-
lvc · gutters required; fireplace 
in a dangerous condition; no 
water or sanitary convenience ; 
general condition bad. 

Concrete floors · door needs repairs 
and weather 'boards ; no water ; 
general condition good. 

Concrete Ooor of kitchen In ver~ 
bad condition; roof leaking • 
door ; n poor condition ; ste,el 
windows defective ; all tim!>!'~ lD 
bad condition. General conditiOn 
very bad. No water. 

No wn ter · some general repairS 
needed. ' Condition fair. 

Flagged Ooor; kit{lhen damp : 
dampness showing around eaves • 
no water ; signs of dampnes~ 
general · windows in poor con 
dition; ' geneml condition poor. 

Very draughty · flag~ed floor in 
bad condition'· win ows defect-
tive · doors ' need attention; 
some painting required ; no 
water ; roof leaking ; one H.re· 
place only ; general conditiOn 
bad. 

Roof leaking · windows defective ; 
lead valley \n ~r condition ; no 
water; trou led with rats; 
general condition bad. 

Intcml\1 Inspection not carried ort 
owing to absence of teuan ; 
gutter~ defective; pointing re~ 
pairs required ; no Sllnftation. 

Electric light· no water; very 
dran~1ta : floor of one bedroom 
very a : pa ~c shows damp-
n (t drsin un er). Condition 
not too bad . 

JOH N SMITHERS. 

FRANK FOLEY. 



Agri. Sub-Committee. 123 22nd April, 1948. 

0RDER.-Clerk of Works to submit estimate of cost of the 

repairs recommended. In the meantime Dublin 

County Council to be askecl what is the prospect of 

providing alternativ e accommodation for the 

tenants. 

INSPECTION OF DAIRY HERD AT CROOKSLING 

SANATORIUM. 
15th April, 1948. 

On Thursday, April 8th, we, the undersigned, met at 

Crooksling Sanatorium as arranged, being joined there by 

Mr. Hayes, Agricultural Manager, and Mr. Murphy, V.S., 

Dublin Corporation Public Health Department, who con

ducted us over the farm buildings accompanied by Mr. 

Rowe, Farm Steward. The herd consists of 62 animals, an 

average of from 45 to 50 being milking. A daily average 

of 2 gallons per cow is maintained, sufficient to supply the 

institution and on occasions leaving a balance for sale. The 

herd has never been a self-contained herd; the policy at 

Present being operated at Portra;ne has been the policy 

followed here at all times with, in our opinion, very beneficial 

results. When replacements are required at Crooksling they 

are bought from selected dealers, subject to both a T.B . 

and abortion free test. Mr. Murphy states that in his 

experience over about 14 years he does not recollect a case 

of abortion in this herd . To be fair, we would like to draw 

the members' attention to the difference of climatic a;nd soil 

•~onditions at Portrane as compared with Crooksling. In 

addition to buying in replacements, some selected calves 

have been kept to augment the herd. Some of these are 

now coming to band, in fact some of them have actually 

ralved down but it is too soo;n yet to venture an opinion on 
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their suitability. The members were greatly impressed by 
the manner in which this herd is managed and without 
casting any aspersions on our own herd or its management, 

. we very definitely give our opinion that the Orooksling herd 
is run in the ma:nner any up-to-date Dairy Farmer would 
ruu his own herd. The milking at Crooksling is done solely 
by hand. 

PATRICK J. COGHLAN. 
WILLIAM P. DONOHOE. 
E.E'l'ER P. _ 0 'REILLY. 

0RDER.~Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following members of the Agricultural Sub:pommittee 
were appointed .to inppect the. Board's farms and gardens 
during the ensuing period to date of next .meeting of the 
Agri~ultural Sub-Committee:-

GRANGEGORMAN GARDEN : 

Councillor P . J. Coghlan 

W. P. Donohoe 
Frank Foley. 

PORTRAt~E FARMS AND GARDEN : 

Councillor C. M. Byrne 

P . J . Coghlan 

" 'YV. P . Donohoe . 
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REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

~nd. April , 1948. 

1, Pttrchased Oows at Tttrvey.-There were two doubtful 

reactors among the last 37 cows purchased one of which 

since died and the other was retested but reacted and was 
transferred to Portrane. 

2. Milk Sttpplies .-Since my last Report milk production 

gradually decreased and by April lOth, Grangegorman was 

reduced to 100 gallons per day leaving a deficiency of 45 

gallons and Portrane was reduced to 146 gallons wi:th a 

deficiency of 39 gallons. Cows were gradually introduced 

to grass from the 14th of April and since then there is a 

sharp increase in production. 
At present the 194 cows milking are giving 400 gallons 

of which Grangegorman is getting 220 gallons leaving a 

deficiency of 15 gallons and Portrane is getting 180 ieaving 
a deficiency of 5 gallons. 

3, Mastitis.-During the past month the incidence of 

mastitis has slightly decreased and all fresh outbreaks are 
responding to treatment. 

4, Tillage Operations.-To dat e 106 acres of wh.eat and 

five acres of oats have been sown and 23 acres of potatoes 

have been planted . A further 10 acres have be.en ploughed 

and disced at Santry and artificial manures have been sown 

on 35 acres. The erectiop of pe~anent fencing and cutting 

of yew trees are still in progress and neither job is yet 
ne · 8l'lng completion. 

5· With reference to the matter raised in the inspection 

report of Councillors P . J . Coghlan and Johp Smithera 
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dated March, 24th, 1948, I wish to give my views on these 
matters as follows:-

(a) Cramp in Housed Cows.-Owing to the heavy nature 
and dampness of the soil the damage done to pastures by 
allowing cattle to run on them during the winter was very 
considerable .and with a view to saving the pastures from this 
damage cows have <been continually housed during the past 
winter. The number of cows showing signs of cramp ":as 
relatively small, and in my opinion more cases of cows with 
sore feet from various causes were occurring when they 
were previously allowed out during the winter. 

(b) RillgWoT?n in Calves.-This is a very contagious disease 
among calves-especially up to one year olds. This disease 
i very hard to eradicate from box stalls and sheds, and 
occw·s every year here. The calves in Ballymastone are 
receiving treatment and are responding well to it, but there 
is no known method of vaccination against ·this disease. A 
oon as the young tock are put on the grass the disease 

clear up. 

(c) Fcedillg of Dairy Cows.-The progres ive decline in 
milk yield was due to the lowering of the standard of 
f eding which from figure obtained by Mr. O'Keeffe , 
B.Agri . c., wa too high. The milk production reduced 
teadil until there wa a deficiency of 84 gallon daily. ince 

the cow were put out on gras on the 14th instant, the 
production ha again increa ed, and at present there is only 

, hortage of 20 gallons which should be met in the very 
nenr future . ~fr . O'Keeffe ha condncted feeding trials on 
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a number of dairy cows and is submitting figures in connec

tion with same. The housing of milch cows in winter should 

have no effect on their milk yields if sufficient feeding ii 
given. 

(d) Pig Herd.-! have been anxious to increase the Pig 

Herd for the past 10 years, but had not sufficient housing 

accommodation. In 1938 I recommended the erection of 

additional piggeries. This was approved by the Joint Com

mittee, but the project was later a1bandoned in agre11ment 

with the Local Government Department following a confer

ence which was held in the Custom House, on 3rd April, 

1939. The construction of a 16 Stall Pig Breeding House at 

a cost of £1,300 is included in the works proposed by me for 

the Cill'rent financial year. This proposal is at present under 

examination by the Committee which is carrying out the 

Pecial examination of the Portrane Farms. 

ORDERs made thereon : -

Pars. 1 to 4-Noted. 

Par. 5-(a) and (c) Noted. 

JA.MES HAYES, 

Agricult1tral Manager. 

(b) Stalls to be thoroughly disinfected. 

(d) Proposal to increase the Pig Herd to be examined 

further by the Agricultural Sub-Committee. Inform 

Committee carrying out the special e:romination of 

Portrane Fanns that the Agricultural Sub-Committee 

is anzious to increase the Pig Herd if it would be an 

economic proposition. 
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REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL ADVISER, PORTRANE. 
FEEDING OF MILCH COWS, PORTRANE. 

Examination of the feeding o£ milch cows during the 
months of December and January showed that while the 
standard of feeding of individual cows varied from 4 food 
units per gallon to 15 food units per gallon the average 
over the whole-herd varied around 7 food UAits per gallon. 

The world reeognised standard of feeding is. at the rate 
of 31 food units pei" gallon. This standard has been wm-ked 
out on cows 1n which thm:e is no natural tendency to fatten 
while milking, i.e., with pure dairy breeds. However, the 
cows in the Portrane herd have a very marked beefing 
te~dency. As a result, some of the food fed may be 
diverted to the production of fat and as such is wasted. 

As a result of the production of the above figures the 
tandard of feeding was reduced to 5 food units per cow 

over the entire Portrane herd. Mid-lactation is a very 
inopportune time to reduce the standard of nutrition as the 
loss in milk may far ~xceed any increase in milk production 
got by the previous high stap.dard. 

The result of reducing the food was a reduction in milk 
~' ield. On the Turvey farm where other conditions did not 
vary there was a drop of 17 gallons per day over 60 cows. 
The amount of cake aved was 282 lbs. per day, value 
.£3 1 · Od. The value of 17 gallons milk on the farm ill 
.£2 2 . 6d. 

Examination of the effect of reducino the standard of 
~eediug from 5 food units. to 31 food units" per gallon showed 
m a group of 5 cows a loss of 5 lb. milk per day, per cow 
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-value 1/3-and a saving in food to the Ynlue of lOd. per 

day. Such a reduction "·ould definitely be une<.!onomic. 

An attempt was made at examinig the economy of feeding 

in excess of 3! food units per gallon. 31 cows , recently 

calved were involved. These were fed at the rate of 3~ food 

units per gallon for the first 5 weeks of lactation. Feeding 

was increased to 4~ food units per gallon. There was no 

response to the extra food. A further increase to 5! food 

units per gallon, in one group, gave similar results . The 

conclusion is that there is no response from increased 

feeding in early lactation. There is a possibility that 

increased feeaing may delay the reduction in yield which' 

wouJ.cl normally occur after 8 weeks milking. It is believed 

~hat some response might be got from extra feeding later 

Jn lactation . 

. The effect of grass as a food, on these cows and on cows 

10 advanced lactation is being examined. Sufficient figures 

are not yet available to draw conclusions. 

An interesting detail has been noted during these feeding 

trials. Cows when fed on poor quality silage showed a 

reduction in yield greater than would be expected to result 

from the reduced feeding value . For instagce, cows fed 

an excess o£ 8 food units dropped 1! to 2 lb . milk per day 

when changed on to poor silage, although the total number 

~£ food units obtained from silage was 7. Similar reduction 

10 Yield has been noted in the Turvey £arm. An attempt 

to avoid the reduction in yield by feeding c>xtra dairy nuts 

~as unsuccessful. It is possible that there is a mild toxin 

lh thi. silage. A food unit i!l the feeding equi,•nlent o£ 
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. 72 lb . starch. The cost; of a food unit of purchased fo0d 
is 3d. 

P. O'KEEFFE, B.Agr. Sc. 

0RDER.-Noted that these investigations are pmceeding and 
. that a further- Report will be submitted to the next 

meeting of the Committee. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 39· 
20th May, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 
JOIN'l' BOARD. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 
in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, on the 
:20th da.y of May, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chuirmau) 
in the Chair. The following members were also present:-

l'ity of Dublin Hcpresentativcs: -Councillors Cormac 
Breathnach, LL.D., T.D., Thomes Byrne, P.C.; John 
Clm•ke, P. J. Coghlan, Frank Foley, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, 
,James O'Keeffe, l\Irs . Lillie O'Shea Leamy, P.C.; John 
~mithers, and Eugene Timmons, P.C.; Mr. John Cahill, 
Airs. M·aureen Connon, and Miss K. l\IcDowell. 

l'ou11ty Dublin Rcpre8entative:-11i8s 1Inry C. Euni .. 
I 'ow1ty 1Viel.-low RepreReHtativeR: -Councillors C. M. 

Byrne and P. P. 0 'Reilly. 
The l\Iinutes of last meeting (Report No. 37) of l.Jtlt 

April, were confirmed and signed. 

CONDOLENCE 

Councillor John Breen propo ed and Councillor T. Byrnl' 
beconded:-

" That the Board learn with deep regret of the death of 
('nuucillor J. J. Haunon , a former Vice Chairman, and 
leuder to hi family its deepest sympathy with them in the 
lo they have sustained." 
. The resolution was adopted in silence, all pre ent :tancl
Jng. 
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APPOINTl\U'BNT OF MANAGER. 
The Chairman said that he wished, on behalf of the 

Board to congratulate Mr. T. C. 0'.:\1ahony on his appoint
ment as Director of Housing for Dublin City and County 
and also to expTess the Boa.t·d 's appreciation of the services 
rendered by Mr. 0 'Mahony during his period of office as 
Manager. He extended a welcome to Mr. John P. Keane 
on his appointment as Manaaer in succession to Mr. 

0 . 

0 'Mahony. Mr. Keane thanked the members for therr 
welcome. 

_\ return of the state of the Hospital from 15th April to 
19th ~lay , 1948, as under, wa submitted and signed:-

Males Females Total 
On Hospital Register on 15th April, 

1948. 1535 1839 !3:374 

Admitted to 19th May 1948 41 36 7i 

l\Iale Females Total 
Discharged to 19th 
~lay, 1948 li) 23 :38 

Died to do. 10 13 23 

1576 - 1875 !H51 

E caped to do. 25 :36 61 

1 mnining on Hospital I gister on 
20th Mu,,·, Hl4 155 L 1 ;S!J g;;HO 

Ah,~'nt on trial and cst·apc on 2oth 
~ln.' H 7 J:.! W 

\uubtr actual! 
~It~ 194 , a 
ment Book 

resident on 20th 
per Morning tate-

1544 



133 
• Joint Board. 20th;. May, 1948 . 

DISTRIBUTION. Males Females Total 
K umber of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 728 1156 1884 
Number of patients in Portrane Mental 

Hospital 816 671 1487 

Total number r esident as above 1544 1827 3371 

CHARGEABiLITY. 
City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

TOTAL 

2521 
479 
299 
56 
l(j 

3371 

AGRl CUL TURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 
'ouncillor C. B reathnach proposed and Councillor .Frunk 

~'n\e~ econded the adoption of Report No. 38 of th.e m eet-
111" of the Agricultural ub-Com mittee held on t he 22nd 
\pril. 1948. Passed unanimously. 

L".'PJWTIO REPORT-PORTRANE, 27th APBlL , 
1948 . 

. 1 . . \ccompaniecl by Dr. Blake, B ranch RM.S . , we 
111 P ·<•ted lhe mule and female ward , dormitorie , toilets, 

':· ntu\ found cvcr.v place clean and iu O)'(l!:!r and the 
J>alt ' lit. well dr d , e pecially the wom en . 

2.' In the kitchen lunch wa in preparation ; the u ual 
\ .n ·tv of diet wa evident- oup, roa t beef and zqutton, 
nunc. • tew, etc., two vegetables, followed by milk 
l>Udding. We aw dinner being erved in the ho pita! 
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wards and in the dining hull, and the patients seemed to 
enjoy it. Some patient asked for more bread for break
fm;l. \V e again appeal -to Lhe Minister to increase the 
ration , if possible, as the potatoes are not good and will 
uot be from now on until the new ones come in. 

3. lu the fema le \\·orkroom work was again in full swing 
because they have materials. \Ve saw flannelette and it 
looked very good but we also saw it made up in male 
patients' nightshirts and after washing it did not look so 
good. Everyone \\'as busy in the workrooms and therapy 
rooms . 

4. Workshops. ln the \\'eu viHg shop we saw some \·ery 
nice tweed. The new machine in the shoe shop will be '1 

gre·at help in finishing off the heavy boots. 'rhe teasing, 
making and patching of mattresses was be!ng well done. 

5. Laundry. The callender machine i not working 
uti"factorilv owin" to the fact that the <:O\'ering appears 

defe<:ti ve. • "' 

6. 1'here were no complaiuts from the working patient 
but ·orne of the women patients wanted to be allo,ved 
out. 

7 · The fire en·ice is very well kept. . 

8. \\' e think omething should be done to find a place for 
,\ oung dtildren other than a mental ho pi tal. 

9. Finull.Y. we would like to lhauk Dr. Blake and hih 
sf niT fo1· thf> courll·sy antl n · ·iRbu1ce gi\·en u · ilu·ougboul 
ou1· in.·pe ·tion. 

LILLIE O'SHK\. LE.\MY . 
JOH CAHILL. 
THOMAS BYRNE. 
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Orders made thereon:-

Par. 2. Minister for Industry and Commerce to be re

quested to increase the allocation of flour so as to permit 

of a re toration of the original ration of bread for patients. 

Par. 5. Referred to Chief Engineer for attention. 

Par. 8. The Chief R.M .S. stated that the presence of 

young children in the hospitals was undesirable but the 

difficulty existed that there was no other suitable institution 

for their treatment. 

The following Notice of Motion in connection with this 

matter was handed in by Councillor Cormac Breathnach :-

NOTICJ<~ OF MOTION FOB 17th JUNE, 194 . 

I hereby giYe notice that at the next meeting of the Joint 

Board I will move:-

" That the Orangegorman .Jiental Ho pital Board, hadng 

been informed by the Chief R.M.S. that the reception 

of young children as patients in the hospital is uncle il'

able, requests the Minister for Health to take steps 

to provide a separate institution for the treatment of 

uch patients." 
CORMAC BREATHN.\CH. 

lX PECTTO~ REPORT-GRA GEGORM N. 

1· Accompanied bv Dr. Airel, we visited Grangegorman 

CJn Frida,v, l\Iay 14th, and inspected portion of the m<l! 

ection of the Institution and later with Miss Murphy w 

vi ited the female section. 

All patients appeared to be \\'ell cared for and we recei,·ed 

no r·mnplnint from them in the comse of our inspection . 
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Our visit to the male section was confined to No. 10 
Division, the Hospital, Tailoring and Boot repairing \\"OrJ,. 
rooms, and the dining hall. 

2. The walls in No. 10 division appear to be in need of 
redecoration and we suggest that provision be made to 
have this work carried out. 

3 . Dinner was on the point of being served when we 
arrived at the dining hall, and the meal consisted of vege
table soup, scramblea eggs, mashed potato and rhubarb. 
On enquiry we were surprised to learn that scrambled eggs 
and mashed potato is the customary meal served on Fridays 
and that fish has not been provided during the past nine or 
ten years. \Vhile we are aware that fish is from time to 
time scarce, we suggest that some effort should be made 
to include it in the patients' diet. Should fish prove diffi
cult to obtain from the Institution's supp1iers, we sugge t 
ihat an approach be made to Muintir Na Mara who might 
he prepared to supply directly the needs of the Institution. 
\\' e also learned that the potatoes us eel are supplied from 
rommercial potato factors and we believe that it would be 
to the ln titution's advantage if it would be possihle to 
!ITow its full potato requirements. 

4. \\'hile in the kitchen we observed large copper con
tainer being made ready for supplying shell cocoa for the 
patient ' evening meal. We were informed that since thf' 
mergency tea is served at breakfast only. In vie,,· of thl' 

improved supply po ition and the fact that the tea ration 
has been increased lately we see no reason why tea should 
not be made available for the evening meal. \Ye under-
tand that the patients would welcome the restoration of 
a with thi meal. On our vi it later to the Stores we aw 
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a considerable quantity of tea on hands, and we would urge 

that immediate consideration be given to this suggestion. 

5. Observing some bread on the dining hall tables we 

examined it and found it to be hard and stale with an 

unpleasant odour. \Ve were informed that some patil(nts 

who can afford it, prefer to purchase bread from outside 

sources as they find that they are unable to use the bread 

baked in the In titution. This information led us later to 

inspect the Bakery where we saw the day's baking being 

taken from the o;·ens. ln n discussion with Mr. :Vioylan, 

the baker in charge, and Mr. Murphy, the Storekeeper, we 

learned thai the flour delivered by the mills varied in 

quality from time to time. In addition, no fats are used 

in the baking of bread at Grangegorman as in outside 

bakeries. The inclusion of fats would help to preserve the 

bread, ancl we think that consideration should be given to 

improving the quality of the brencl baked. 

6. The need for a safe to hold sums of monies belonging 

to patients wns stressed to us by Mr. J. Kavanagh, Acting 

Rend l\[ale Nurse, who told us. that patients entrust sums 

of cash to him for safe keeping. At present he keeps such 

·urn locked in a small press in his office but we agreed 

that it would he much better for all concerned if a small 

:\'Iiiner 11fe coulcl be proddecl to enable him to keep these 

monies in greater securitv. Mr. Kavanagh is performing 

11 very useful serviPe to th~ patients in Yoluntarily acce.pting 

l'e ponsibility for the safe keeping of such amount and lw 

should be facilita.ted b;v the provision of a small safe. 

7 · We observed in his office an old fa hioned telephone 

011 his desk and on enquiry we were informed that he1·e is 

no modern internnl t Plephone . .v!;tem in th£' in . titution . 
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· IF n person wants to c-ommunicate \\·itb an adjoining o.ffice 
thl' c·nll must be put through the main entrance hall where 
the· tc•lcphone exchange i. Rituated wbich often results in 
tl e l:ws. We have a recollection that the shortcomings of 
the 'present method of internal telephonic communication 
has already been reported by a previous visiting committee 
and we \Yould urge that the question of installing an up
to-date '' house ' ' telephone system be considered. 

8. While walking through the grounds we noticed that 
two of the seats situated at the Ball Alley are in need of 
repair, while all require painting. 

9. The lack of suHicient ventilation in the machine room 
of the Launclt·y wns appnrent when we visited it. \Ve 
.· uggPf;t thnt tile mnt.ter be examined with a view to intro
ducing ventilation fan such as are installed in the adjoining 
room of the laundry. 

10. \Ye \\'ere surprised to learn that many of the patients 
who work in the Laundry nnd who are smokers only recei.\·e 
n mtion of five cigarette of a cheap variety. Some of the 
patient who work here have given long and conscientious 
· ervice nnd we would suggest that better provision be made 
to uppl,\- them with additional cigarettes or alternatively, 
a ca h Allowance to enable them to supplement their ration 
nt th anteen. 

11. We Yi~ited the Tailoring and Boot repairing work-
hop and the female workroom and we were very much 

impre ed by the high standard of workmanship shown by 
the pati ·nt which reflect great Cl'edit on those in charge. 
We nl o vi ited the tores with Mr. Murphy and were 
h 'Wn n grent variety of tacks of foodstuffs and other com

moditie for the u e of the Institution , all · kept in a tidy 
mnnn~r. 
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12. ln concliiSioll , \\" e wish to express our thanks to Dr . 

. \inl, l\fiss :\furphy, 1\fr. Ka vanagh, Mr. Murphy and the 

nurses and attendants for their kind co-operation during 

our inspection . 
(Signed) EUGENE TIMMONS 

JOSEPH DIGNAM 

Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next 

meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were nominated as Visiting Members to 

Grangegorman and Portrane Mental Hospitals for the 

ensuing period to 17th June, date of next monthly meeting: 

GRANGEGORMAN ... - Councillor T. Byrne. 

" 

Mrs. Nix. 
Mrs. O'Shea Leamy. 

Frank Foley. 
John Smithers. 

Miss Mary Ennis. 
Miss K. McDowell. 

MANAGRR-'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

13th May, 1948. 
1· The number of patients resident in the Board's 

B:ospitals on 12th instant was:-
Males. Females. Total. 

1533 1825 3358 

ns compared with:-

12th May, 1947 1489 1793 3282 

12th May, 1946 1527 1818 3345 

12th May , 1945 1511' 1796 3307 

12th May, 1944 1481" 1784 3265 
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this :rear's number being 78 more than on the corresponding 
date last ~·ear and 93 more than on the corresponding date 
in 1944. 

2. The general condition of the Board's HospiM.ls and 
. the health of .the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. 

and the Branch R.M.S. to be satisfactory . There were no 
cases of 7.ymotic disease amongst patients during the month. . 

3. Male patient J. J. C. (43015), Grangegorman , escaped 
from a working division between 11.30 a.m. and 12 noon 
on the 28th ultimo. He was recaptured by the Gardai 
from Sundrive Road Station on the 4th instant and brought 
back to the Hospital by two male nurses sent for him. I 
nm assured by the Chief R.M.S. that no blame attaches 
to any member of the staff in connection with this escape 
which has been reported to the Minister for Health. 

4. Male patient J. B . (39317) , aged 88 years, collapsed 
in the bathroom of No. 10 division at Grangegorman prior 
to having a bath on the 3rd instant. He was removed to 
the infirmary but died shortly afterwards. The canse of 
death wa certified as chronic myocarditis and cardiac failure. 

5. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman).-Male patient 
J. ~IcE., (38372) , when passing the football pitch, attempted 
to kick a football which had rolled out on the path, slipped 
and fell, u taining an impacted fracture of the lower part 
of left radius. The accident has been reported to the 
:\Iini ter for Health and the patient is progressing satisfn ·torily. 

6. Accidents to Patients (Portrane).-No serious acci
uent to patient in Portrane are reported during the pnst month. 
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7. Accidents to Staff (Grangegorman).-Male Attendant 

J. H . Y. injured his right ankle on the 1st instant when he 

slipped on the stairway from o. 10 divisiop. H e will be 

off duty for a week or two . 

On the fith instant Male Nurse P . R. fell off his bicycle· 

in ~orth Brunswick Street and struck his head against the 

kerbstone. He was treated in St. Laurence's H ospital nnd 

has been off rluty since that date . 

~urse V. 1\fcC. slipped on stone steps in the grounds on 

the 2nd instant sustaining a wound to her right knee which 

required two stitches. She will probably be off duty for 

another week. 

l\Iale Attendant D. D. received a fracture of left mdius 

while playing hurling for the institution team on the 4th 

ultimo and was off dut:v from the 5th to the 16th ultimo. 

While playing again 01~ the 22nd ultimo he received an 

injury to his mouth and lower jaw and was off duty from 

the 2~rd to the 30th ultimo. 

Male Nmse P. B. sustained an ,injury to his right side 

when pla~·ing football against Portrane on the 28th March. 

An X-ray examination clisclosed a fractured rib. Th<' 

xtll'Se was treatecl for the fracture but was not off clut.\' . 

8. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-Male N ur e J. B. was 

off duty from the 5th to the 11th ultimo with a strained 

hack sustained while lifting a weight in the occupationnl 

therapy department. 

!\[ale Nurse T. B. (Jm.) wa off duty from the 4th to the 

Hth ultimo with a sprained ankle sustained while plnying 

football for the Portrane team. 
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Nurse A. B. on the 9th ultimo was struck on the leg 
nnd had her hand scratched by a violent patient but she 
continued on duty. 

Male Nurse J. A. C. received a blow on the back of the 
head from a violent patient. He was rendered momentarily 
unconscious and was examined by the Assistant Medical 
Officer on duty. He resumed duty after medical exam
ination. 

9. With reference t~ the report of inspection at Portrnne 
carried out on the 23rd March by Councillors Mrs. Nix, B. 
Conway, J. Smithers and P Cogblin:-

(n) It is agreed that the two existing winding machines 
in the weaving room are insufficient to maintain H 
supply of wound bobbins for the hand looms, and, 
on the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, I 
have accepted the tender received from Messrs. 
H attersley & Sons for a new winding machine nt 
a cost of £21 lOs. Od. 

(b) Tenders were invited by public advertisement 
yesterday for a new carding machine for the up· 
bolsterer's shop. 

(c) The redecoration of the front hall and main 
entrance is being put in hands and the black-out 
material will be removed. 

10. At the meeting of the B oard held on the 19th 
February the following resolution was adopted:-

" That this Board unanimously concurs in the submi. sion 
made that the additional expenditure incurred for fuel 
in the current :vear over and above the normal fuel 
requirements fo; the year should be excluded from the 
accounts of the Board for the purpose of determining 
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the amouut of expenditure under the Health Services 

(.Finaneial Provisions) Act, 1947, and requests the 

Minister for Health to give the necessary authorisation 

for the adoption of this course." 

This resolution was communicated to the Department of 

Health and T have received a reply dated 30th April, whieh 

I am submitting, stating that the Minister is unable to 

accede to the Board's request. 

11. On the 8th instant a letter was received from the 

Department of Health stating that the Minister had under 

consideration a request from the \Vicklow County Council 

fen· au inquiry into the increase in the costs of Grange

gorman District Mental Hospital over the past ten year , 

and a king for a comparative statement of the costs of the 

hospital for the years 1939-40 and 1948-49, indicating the 

<.:au es o£ the increased demand made on the "\Vicklow Co. 

C'ouncil for these years. The statement reque ted by the 

Minister i being prepared and I will submit it to the Board 

in due course. 

12. The Department of Health advised me on the 6th 

instant that the Minister had authorised the Ho pita) ' 

Tru t Board to make a payment of £2, , being a on

tribution towards the cost of erecting the two new T .B. 

pavilion at Grangegorman. 

13. On the 11th l\Iareh Ia t teudet wet·e invit d h.' 

publ;c adverti ement for the upply o£ 2 ton of 

JHln-clinkering mokele steam coal required for Gran -

gorman and Portrane. Ten tenders were received off ring 

toal at the following price per ton:-
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'l'ender No. (I) 

'' (2) 

,, (3) 

" (4) 

" (5) 

,, (6) 

'' (7) 

,, (8) 

., (9) 

Delivered Delivered 
Grangegorman Portrane 

£5 3 6 £5 7 6 
£5 7 9 £5 16 9 

(Derby JNotts coal) 
£5 19 9 £5 19 9 

(700 /750 tons only offered) 
£5 19 11 £5 19 11 
( 550 J 700 to us only offered} 
£6 0 2 £6 0 2 
(700/750 tous only off~red) 
£6 0 2 £6 0 2 
(600/700 tons ouly offered) 
£6 1 9 £6 1 9 

· (500/650 tons only off~red) 
£6 2 2 £6 2 2 
(750 /850 tons only offered) 
£6 10 0 £6 10 0 

(less 1/- per ton for delivery by tipper) 
,, (10) 

(Thro' coal) 
(Double creened 

£4 1 0 

breakage) £3 12 8 
(Pit run breakage) £3 6 0 

:£4 6 0 

£3 17 8 
£3 11 0 

'rt•ndpt·~ No . 2 nJHl 10 were not for the type of coal ,.,.,JIIit·l'd t I · · 
· -

0 
"UHrau eec analysi of the coal wa gt ven Ill 

an~ o£ the t ndet and ample o£ the coal offered by No · 1
• a, 

4
· 6 und 7' i.e.' the lowe t tenders having regard to 

th cnlorific 1 ·n d 0 
t va ue pec1 ed, were procure for te t . n 
he rt- ult obtained from these te ts the Chief Engineer and 
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Clerk of Works recommended purchase of the coal offered 
by Tenderer No. 1, Mr. John G. Whelan, 201 N.C. Road , 
Dublin at £5 3s. 6d. per ton delivered Grangegorman and 
£5 7s. 6d. per ton delivered Portrane. 

After closing date for receipt of tenders for smokeless 
8team coal , 1 was approached by Irish Coal Importer 
Ltd. who informed me that their members had a consider
able quantity of reject coals in stock which they were pre
pared to dispose of at a price of £3 per ton. Exhaustive 
tests of these coals were carried out by the Chief Engineer 
and Clerk of Works who reported that the purchase of a 
certain quantity for use with the smokeless steam coal 
would be economic at the following prices, viz.:-

Yorkshire Open Cast coal offered by Sheridan Bros. 
@ £2 16s. Od. per ton delivered free Portrane. 

Other Yorkshire Open Cast coal 
@ £212s. Od. per ton delivered free GrangegormaJJ. 

~cotch Auchmeddan unscreened coal 
@ £2 13s. Od. per ton delivered free Grangegorman. 

Allerton fire coal @ .£2 12s. 6d. per ton delivered free 
Grangegorman 

subject to a maximum variation in quality of not more than 
10% based on the results obtained from the tests carried 
out on samples supplied to the Board. 

hish Coal Importers Ltd. indicated that their members 
"l't·c prepared to supply the reject coals at the above 
Jl:·i~·es . and. accordingly, on the recommendatiop of the 
Chief Bngineer and Clerk of \Vorks , I have authorised the 
purchase of the following:-

John G. Whelan .. . 900 tons of best quality Welsh 
steam coal, equal to sample. 
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Per Irish Coal Importers 

Ltd. 600 tons Yorkshire Open Cast 
coal to sample. · 

400 tons Scotch Auchmeddan 
unscreened coal to sample. 

100 tons Allerton £re coal to 
sample. 

14. Messrs. Hill & Sons, Lucan, have informed me that 
their price for £nishing tweed is increased from 5d. to 6d. 
per yard for future orders. The charge of 5d. per yarJ 
has been that in operation since April, 1942, and, l!s the 
£nishing has always been carried out satisfactorily by tha~ 
firm, I have ~greed to pay the increased price in view of 
the increased cost of waaes and overheads to the contractors 

" since the old price was £xed. 

15. Quotations were recently invited fmm the leading 
linen and woollen mills and Dublin drapers for the supply 
of piece goods required for Portrane. With the appro,·aJ 
of the Combined Purchasina Section Department of Loc:al 

" ' ~overnment, I have authorised the purchase of the follow
mg materials:-

500 .vards 24" tailors' canvas @ 1/ lld. a yard from 
R. Usher & Co., Ltd. 

1,000 Yards 18" rollering @ 2f6~d. a · yard from (). 
Gallen & Co. 

BOO ,Yards 30" sleeve lining @ 1/lld. a yard from 
Greenmount & Boyne Linen Co. 1

,000 yards 54" 16 oz. white flannel @ 5/ lld. a yard 
_ from Kilkenny Woollen Mills. 

oOO Y~rds 54" 30 oz. frieze @ 10/ lld . a yard from 
Kilkenny Woolen Mills. 
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16. The Board's contract for the supply of potatoes with 
Kicholns 8myth of Corporation Fruit Market provides for 
the supply of Kerr's Pinks at wholesale control prices. 
The contractor has informed me that supplies of Kerr's 
Pinks are not now available and he has offered to supply 
Glach;tone, Sp1·J· Abundance <lDd A.rran Victory. As thJ 
wholesale control price for these varieties is the same as 
for Ken· 'o; Pinks , and in view of the current shortage of 
putatoes, 1 h<tve aareecl to accept these varieties when 
r 0 \err's Pinks cannot be procured. 

17 · :B'ollowing an inspection of the steam boilers t1 t 
l'ortrune made by the Irish N utional lusurance Co.'s In
spector recently, .the Company directed that the pressuro 
011 Xo. :3 steam boiler .be reduced to 110 Lbs. per sq unre 
illeh and this has accordingly been done. The Chic :· 
l~ngineer reports that a replacement of the steam plant a~ 
Portrane will become necessary within the next few years 
<~s any further reduction in pressure will adversely affecL 

the electricity generating plant. 
18. The hot water cvlinder in No. 22 boilerhouse at 

< +nmgegormnn collapsed. recently and, as the Clerk of 
\\' orks was a~nious to replace it with a steam calorifier, I 
haYe authorised the purcbase of a calm·ifier from Daniel 
i\Iillnr & Co .. for £75 lOs. The Insurance Co. will pay a 
c·ontribution ~f £65 towards its purchase, being the esti
tuate!l <'Ost of replacing tho original cylinder. 1 have also 
autlH>ri:~.e!l tll() purchase of 11 thermostat for the calorifier 

nl a cost o£ £10. 
19. Provision was made in the current year's estimat •s 

fo t· the resurfacing of the roadways and paths at Portrane 
"'' ili.r at a cost of £7oo. The Chief Engineer reports, bowe\ct· , 
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that Lhe Dublin Co. Council would be unable to undertake 
th e contract for this work aml that he is unable to purchase 
Lhe materials for cnnying out the work with direct lab01·n·. 
It is, accordingl,Y, necessary to postpone the road repairs 
to next year. 

20. On the 14th ultimo I received a circular letter from 
the Depm·tment of Health indicating the extent to which 
the Minister would be prepared to sanction the grant of 
increa eel superannuation allowances under ection '19 of 
the Local GoYemment (SuperamlUatiou) Act, 1948. The 
rates of increase set out in that circular were similar to 
thm;e in the cireular dated 14th February from the Depart
ment of Local Oovemment, regarding \\·bich I have alrend,,· 
reported to the Board. The circular from the Department 
of Health authorised payment of the increased pensions to 
the extent indicated in the circular in anticipation of the 
-:\Iinister's formal sanction and, as the Board at its meet

in,., 
011 

the 19th Februarv last had authorised the additional 
~xpenditure involved , p;ying orders for the arrears of tl.ll' 
lllcrease were i sued to the pensioners at the end of Aprd . 

.'\ reply is awaited from the Department in connection 
IIJth the resolntion passed at the meetincr of the Board on 
lhe liith April, asking the Minister to in;roduce legislation 
to enabl" inc 1·e·'"e t l t 1 t · 1 

0 1
·et1'red . '- "" ' o Je gnm ec o pensiOners w 1 

lrorn lhl· n()• l'l' . . "40 
· <l ( 8 8UI'VH·e }li'!Ol' lo 1st J lll,Y, hJ · 

fr
21

· 
1 

was infonued ou 7th iustanL that the Miuister tor 
calth wou]l . - . - , b the n t receive the deputatwn appomteCt Y 
oar<] at it 1 t · · · · f the 

. a meetmcr to discuss the questiOn o · IU<:rea ·e:s "'l"l t l t b · - cr ill 
o 'n ec o meet . the increased cost of hvmo 
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the mu;e of five senior officers of the Board. It has been 
aJTanged that the deputation will attend at Leinstel' House 
to~day to see the Minister, and the result of the discussion 
with him will be reported to the meeting on the 20th 

instant. 

22. Rix Clinical Clerks <tre employed at Grangegormnn 
for periods of si.'<: months at a time and they :ue paid 
remuneration at the rate of £100 per annum plus board, 
lodging, laundry and attendance. No increase in this rate 
was mnde at the time of the recent revision of salaries and 
wages, and I have applied to the Minister to ~anction pay
ment from the lst June at the rate of £150 per annum. 
plus allowances . I would ask the Board to authorise tlw 
additional expenditme of .£250 invol vecl in the current 
finnncial year for which provision has not been mnde in th ·· 

Estimnte and Demand. 

23. _\ t th0 last meeting of the Bonrcl a Rub-Commit!.<· · 
was appointed to r>xnmine generally the question of imprnl'
ing the libnW,\' sen·iee in Orangegorman and Portmne, and 
the Board \\'as informed that enquiries would be mach• nc 
to the possibility of establishing branches of the Dublin 
Corporation's and the Dnblin County Council's lihrarie;; i" 
the hospitnls. The Cmmt,v Librarian for County nuhli ·1 
has informecl mt' that his ('ommittPc is willing to :tffonl 
facilities for the establishment of a brnndt of tltl' Count 
Libr:w.v f)pr\'icP in Ilortrnne providetl thnt 1wcommo•lntion 
and stnff nre supplied b~- the Bo:ml. Th m•t•e. ·an 
:u·rangpments are h ing m:ulC' with hiru , un•l T :ttn nw:tilin <> 
a t·epl,\' from the Uuhlin Onrpnr;ttion regnnling llw '-11!.!· 
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gcstion thrrt a branch of their senicc should be established 
iu <Jnmgegormrm. l will report more fully to the Sub
Committee at a lat~r date. 

JOHN P. K~ANE, 

Duhli11 A.,,qj,q font l'ity .\lrll/((!/fl'. 

-'1. \ X.\ Gl•~H'S SUPPLR~mN'l\\ L lllt~POR'I' '1'0 JOlN'l' 
BOAHD . 

20th May, 1948. 

24. Sinr;e 12th ultimo 38 mal e and 36 female patients 
\I"Ne admitted, total 74. 67 of these were chargeable 
patients, ot whom 13 are tempomry, 11 voluntary and 43 
persons of unsound mincl. 6 private patients were 
admitted of whom 2 are temporary, 2 voluntary and '2 
persons of unsound mind. One patient "-as admitted on 
the Onler of the -:\l[inister for Justice. 

25. \Yith rcgnrcl to the report of inspection at Orange
;.;ormnn on the 24th February last submitted hY Councillors 
.John Smithe-rs nncl Frank F.ole~· and Mr. Joh~ Cahill:-

l'he Chief R.M. S. is dealing with th() matters rnised 
in l)m·s. 3 and 14. 

Pnrs. 4 and 26. This matter has already been com
mented upon by Visiting Members and the Chief 
R.M.S. will explain the position to the members of tlw 
Board at the meeting to-clay. 

Pars. 1, 22, 2~ and 28. The Clerk of Works reports 
that with the impmvt>d fuel now nYnilable no further 
trouble is anticipated in . maintainina the central hc;tt
ing which represented a mn,jor :prohl~m during the P'151 
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few years. He further reports that, with improved 
fuel, the boiler referred to in Par. 28 of the inspection 
report is quite capable of doing the work required of it. 

Pnr. ;;. It is agreed that the Male Kurses' kitchen is 
not, cnlirely Rttitable and the .\rchitect is being in
strttdl'd to P'wminc it ;uHl nrlvisf' as to hmr beRt it 
('Ottlcl lw improved. 

Par. 6. :Many of the tradesmen 's shops are con
gested nml the Clerk of ·works has been instructed to 
examine the possibility of transferring a number of 
them to the old laundr:· building which is now vilcant: 

Par. 7. The Chief R.1\LS. will cleal with this matter 

at the meeting. 

'Pnr. fJ. The Clerk of Works is in com~unication 
with the .\rchitect with a vif'w to putti11g into com
mission the collar and c·uff machine. and the .~\J'chitect 

i. cxumining the possibilit,Y of having this machine 
ope1·atecl by elechicit~-. A quotation has been obtained 
for installing a gas sen·ice for this machine, and when 
it is ascertained which is the more suitable, the 
Ill:\(' hine \\'ill be put into operation. At the Rame time 
a Rervice will be installed for thf' gas irons. 

Rnmples of the water supply are being tested. 

Pnrs. 10, 11 and 12. lt is hoped to put in hand . 
soon extensi,·e repairs antl redecoration of the fem•ll t> 
<lining hnll. \\'hen this is being done the ventilation 
of tlw hall nnd the retlecon1tion of the arljnePnt sc·ull 

cry :mel p;1ssages will lw attenclerl to , 

I 
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Par. 15. At the meeting of the Board held on the 
18th March a Special Sub-Committee was uppointecl 
to examine tbe question of improving the library ser
vice for the patients in Grangegorman and Portrane. 

Par. 16. The Clerk of Works reports that there dor~ 
not appear to be any Rerious cause for complaint ns to 
the adeqnacy of tthe lighting of the recreation roomR 
and that additionnl lighting cnn be provided when· 
necessary. 

Par. 19. Anthracite has nlways been the fuel used 
in the.se kitchens when it is available. Since the date 
of the report ndeqnate snpplies have been ohtnined. 

Par. 21. This matter has been referred to in pre
vious reports and, while it i agreed that more accom
odrttion in the· dispensary \Yould be desirable. there is 
not at present any suitable premises to which the di~
pensar:v could be transfened. This is one of the items 
which will come under examination when the genernl 
prohlrm of hospital accommodation is being dealt with· 

Supplies of medicines or drugs from the dispensary 
nre drawn by the Assistant Medical Officers outside 
the ordinary working honrs of the Compounder of 
Medicines. 

Par. 25. Enquiries are bein"' made as to the possi
bility of obtaining electric pok:r pens. 

26. In connection with the resolution adopted nt thr 
~neeting of the Board held on the 15th April regarding the 
lllGJ'enRe of the snpernnnuation nllowances of retired oflirers 
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and :;en·ants of the Board, the following is a letter received 
from the Department of Hetllth in reply to the Chief Clerk's 
letter cmt 1·eying the resolution:-

. M.H. 6532J48. 
Gmugegormau. 
_\ Chara, 

])~;PAR'l'MEN'l' OF HEALTH, 

•Cl'STOM HousE, DenLlX. 

14th Bealtaine, 1948 . 

With reference to your letter of the 20th ultimo 
rclati1·e to the increase in supemnnuation allowances of 
retired oflicers and serntnts of the Graugegorman Men
tal Hospital Authority , 1 am directed by the Minister 
for Health to state that he is not prepared to approve 
of the grant of any greater increase in superannuation 
allowances than that set out in Circular No. M.H. 
21 J 48 of the 13th April, 1948. 

l am also to state that the :Minister does not propose 
to introduce legislation to provide for increases in the 
allowances of all persons who retired from the Board's 
ser\'ice prior to 1st J ul_y, 1940. In this connection I 
am to point out that provision already exists for the 
inc·rea e in the allowances of persons who retired prior 
to the 1st July, 1940, where such allowances carried 
t·ost-of-liviug bonns. 

:Mise, le meas, 

Chief Clerk, 
Di trict Mental Hospital, 
Grangegorman. 

P. F. DOWLING. 



154 
Joint Board. 20th }fay, 1948. 

27. As part of the proceedings at the quarterly Conference 
of the HoYur Medico Psvcholo"ical Association of Grettt • v 0 

Britain and Ireland which was held in Dublin last week. 
u meeting was held in Grangegorma.n on Thmsday, 13th 
i.ll~;but, at which a paper was read by the Chief RM.S. 
giving a ten years' smvey of physical methods of treatment 
iu the Hospital. During the ttfternoon a paper was read 
by Dr. Jocelyn Eustace on the Sections of the l\Iental 
Treatment Act, 1945, dealing with addicts. In the intenal 
between the reading of the t\\'o papers the Yisiting delegates 
\Yere proYicl!'d with .luncheon in the Hospital. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin A8sistant City .\lwwgor. 

01·den; made thereon:-

Par. 10. For further consideration at next meeting of 
the Board. CoJ?Y of letter elated 30th April from Depart
ment of Health to be printed as an Appendix to the · 
1\linutes. 

Par. 16. Further enquiries to be made as to the possi
bilit~· of obtaining supplies of Ken's Pinks. 

The Gha'rmau reported that the depulntion htHl 
met the l\linister as arranged but the Minister bnd refu:,;cd 
to •·h 1 · · - M' · t · ll'td .; ange u Vle\Ys on this subject. Tho nus m ' 
:l"reerl, however, that the officials of l1is Department would 
receive representatives of the Board to discuss the pro
po als submitted for the introduction of new scales of 
alaries for administrative clerical accounting and stores 

-taffs. ' ' 
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Par. 22. Proposed by Councillor C. M. Byrne, seconded 
by Councillor Mrs. Nix: -

" That, pursuant to the provisions of Section 25 of 
the County Management Act, 1940, the Manager be 
authorised to expend a sum of £250 in excess of the 
amount of. the official Estimate and Demand for 1948-
49 for the purposes of paying increased salaries to 
clinical clerks.'!. 

Passed unanimously. 

Par. 25. Further report to be submitted as to whether 
the central heating services in Grangegorman are adequate. 
Arrangements to be made for improved lighting in recrea
tion rooms at Grangegorman where necessary. 

Par. 26. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from Clerk to the Council, Corporation of Dublin, 
dated 4th May, stating that the Dublin City Council at a 
monthly meeting on 3rd May appointed Mrs. Maureen 
Connon, 384 Clontarf Road, as a Corporation representative 
on the Joint Board in lieu of Councillor Eamon Cooney, 
resigned. 

Noted. 

E. "". M 1. URRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chair-man. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M .S. 
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APPENDIX. 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 

CUSTOM HOUSE, 
DUBLIN. 

30 Aibrean , 1948. 

I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to your letter of the 23rd February, 1948, and previous .correspondence in regard to the adjustment, for purposes of the Health Services Grant, of the expenditure i.p.curr.ed by the Grangegorman Mental Hospital Board on Heating and Lighting during the year 1947-48, and to state that a . decision on this matter cannot be based on consideration of the special circumstances relati.p.g to the expenditure under this head alone. The new arrangements for the recoupment of local authorities expenditure on health services introduced by the Health Services (Financial Provisions) Act, 1947, contemplate that such expenditure should be dealt with in bulk rather than as a series of unrelated i~. 

The Health Services Grant returns received from a number of local authorities responsible for the administration of various health services indicate many cases in which due to special circumstances reductions for the year 1948/49 as compared with the year 1947 f48 are anticipated in certain descriptions of expenditure. These returns and the explanatory statements accompap.ying them also indicate many cases in which, for various reasons, expenditure 00 certain services which should have been incurred during the 1947-48 year was not in fact incurred. The adjustment 
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-of the actual 1947/ 48 expenditure to allow for the deduction 

-<>£ abnormal expenditure therefrom a11d the addition thereto 

-<>f abnormal savings was, however, never contemplated 

.under the new arrangements . 

The Act makes increased financial aid available for the 

benefit of local expenditure on health services. The 

cheme of financial aid formerly in operatiop which pro

vided for special grants in aid of a limited number of 

health services is replaced by a single Health Services 

·Grant which will cover all health services expenditure. 

Under these circumstances it cannot be considered unreason

-::ible to expect that a savings resulting from a decrease in 

:a particular description of health service expenditure should 

be made available to meet increases in other descriptions 

-<>f expenditure. Accordingly, in considering the effects of 

-this new financial arrangement on the finances of particular 

nealth authorities it is necessary to view the accounts of 

:such health authorities as a whole and to disregard in

creases and decreases under particular heads of health 

-expenditure. 

It was realised from the beginning that the method 

:adopted in determining the future basis of health grants 

was bound to result in certain anomalies but it was con

-sidered to be the best in all the circumstances particularly 

having regard to the admi,nistrative difficulties and delays 

which the operation of any other system would involve 

and to the fact that it will in the long run relieve local 

authorities of a substantial sum which would otherwise 

nave to be provided from the rates. The returns already 

:received in regard to the amount of the H ealth Services 
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Grant whicii will be payable this yeJlr to the Dublin Cor-· poration, Dublin County Council and Wicklow Coup,ty Council, the contributing authorities to Grangegorman Joint Mental Hospital, indicate that each of these healthauthorities is likely to receive an amount of Grant which will substantiallly exceed the total amount of the separate grants which would have bee;q payable under the former financial arrangement. 
The Minister regrets, therefore, that he cannot accede to. the Board's request that the excess expenditure incurred on fuel in the current year should be excluded from the accounts of the Board for the purpose of determining the amount· of the expenditure under the Health Services. (Fi.p.ancial Provisions) Act, 1947. 
I am at the same time to refer to the sum of £6,250. added to the Manager's Estimate for the purpose of providing for the payment of certain additional increases to· the nursing staff and to persons occupying special posts and I am to state that pending submission and approval of these proposals the estimate of expenses for 1948/49 furnished for purposes of the Health Services Grant has been reduced by this ~mount (Dublin Corporation £4,775, Dublin County Council £918, Wicklow County Council £557) . 
Copies of this letter are being sent to Dublin Corporation,. Dublin County Council and Wicklow County Coupcil. 

Mise, le meas, 
P. 0 CINNEJDE. The Chief Clerk, 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 
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Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held in 
the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
on the 27th day o£ May, 1948, Councillor John Breen 
~Chairman) in the chair. Also present: Councillors C. M. 
Byrne, John Clarke, P. J. Coghlan, P. P. O'Reilly, John 
Smithers, and Mr. Joseph Dignam. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 
27th May, 1948. 

1.-Milk Supplies.-Since the date of my last Report up 
to the 20th inst., milk -supplies gradually increased, and 
both hospitals were getting full requirements-viz., Grange
gorman, 231 gallons, and Portrane, 185. For the past week 
production has gradually decreased and at present there is 

.; a total deficiency of around 35 gallons daily-11 at Grange
gorman and 24 at Portrane. The 185 cows milking are pro
ducing 380 gallons per day. As the majority of the cows have 
advanced in their lactations and oniy a small number due 
to calYe in the near future there will be further reductions 
in supplies. I recommend that in future cows be purchased 
as required to keep the milk up to full requirements . I 
estimate that it will be necessary to buy 25 cows within the 
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next month. The cost of these will .depend on the type of animal purchased--i.e., whether for milk and beef, or animals suitable for breeding purposes. I would recommend that suitable animals of both types be purchased where met, as I consider that the herd is not sufficiently strong to eliminate the buying in of suitable breeding cows. I estimate that the average price will be £50 per cow, buying subject to test on the premises of the dealer, the total cost of the 25 cows being £1,250. I would like to point out that in purchasing cows to keep up the supply of milk the number of bullocks required for beef is automatically reduced, as the cows will produce milk and beef. 
2.-Mastitis.-The incidence of mastitis has greatly reduced within the last month, and at the moment the few cases that are occurring are responding to treatment. 3.-Crops.-The planting of the potatoes and root crops has been completed. A total of 65 acres of potatoes has been planted, and 2l acres of turnips sown. The cutting _of the ·silage has commenced and the filling of the pits in the three farms is in progress. All the crops planted are making satisfactory growth. 
The work of tilling and weeding at Santry Court is progressing satisfactorily. A further 30 acres have been ploughed and disced, and a total of 65 acres have been sown with grass seeds leaving 15 acres still to be ploughed and tilled, and 25 acres still to be sown. Most of the yew trees have been cut and removed. The erection of the permanent fencing has been delayed. No fence is yet finished with gates, etc., and some have yet to be erected. 

JAMES HAYES, 
AgricuUural Manager. 
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Orders made thereon :-
Par. 1.-Dn the motion of Councillor P . J . Coghlan, 

seconded by Councillor J obn Smithers, the recommenda

tions of the Agricultural Manager were approved unani

mously. The Agricultural Manager reported that the amount 

of £1,250 required for the purchase of 25 cows was .already 

provided for in the .general estimate for the farm expenditure 
for 1948-49. 

Par. 2.-Noted. 
Par. 3.-Clerk of vVorks to press for early completion of 

the contract for fencing at Santry Court. 

REPOR'I.' OF AGRICULTURAL ADVI SER, 

PORTRANE. 
I. - Purchase of Milch Cows.- It bas been the general 

policy in purcbas.ing milch cows to buy the best-looking 

cows availaJble in the Dublin :\f.arket, with the aim of pro

viding good milking cows and foundation .stock for building 

a herd of good milking Shorthorns. 

The results of this policy over the past three years have 

been examined in detail. On the whole it bas not been 

possible to buy good milking cows. o outs~anding cows 

wh1cb would serve as foundation dams have been purchased. 

The general average milk yield of cows purchased bas been 

something less than the average of the herd- e.g. , the 

average yield •of all cows purchased in the Autumn and 

Winter of 1947 was 2! gallons per cow at their peak of 

production in the £rst two months of lactation . The life of 

these purchased cows in the herd is short. About 50 per 

cent. of cows purchased in 1945-46 have been slaughtered 

or have died. About 33 per cent. of cows purchased in 

, 
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1946-47 have been slaughtered or have died. As result of the high depreciat:on and the low number of good cows it happens that it demands the purchase of three cows to produce one heifer calf capable of entering the herd. It is suggested that all cows purchased in future should be bought on a basis of their value for beef. These cows would be milked until their milk yield drops below an economic level and then slaughtered. At present prices there would •he no loss on conversion of these animals into beef, and at least 300 gallons of milk per cow W'Ould be obtained. I have in mind Aberdeen-Ano-us and Her.eford cross-bred 0 cows as well as Shorthorns. 
This policy is equivalent to supplying the institutions' demands for meat by the purohase of cows instead of bullocks when the rruilk supply drops low. 2.-Feeding of Mt1ch Cows.-In an earlier Report it was describ~d that cows in early lactation gave no response in milk when fed in excess of the standard 3! food units per gallon milk produced. However, when these cows were put 011 grass there was a marked increase in yield. Sixteen cows fed on the general herd ration of hay, dali.ry nuts and silage increased their yield 4 lbs. milk per head per day. Sixteen com fed on a more laxative ration containing linseed cake and tbran increased their yield by l!lbs. milk per head per day. This indicates that at least the greater part of the nperiority of spring grass is due to its better laxative effect. 

P. O'KEEFFE: B.Agr.Sc. Orders made thereon:-
Par. 1.-See order on Par. 1 of Report of Agricultural Manager. 
Par. 2.-Noted. 

,, ,. 
,I 

., 
, . ... 
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REPORT RE HEALTH OF DAIRY AND YOUNG 
STOCK LOCATED AT BALLYMASTONE, PORTRANE 
AND TURVEY FARMS FOR OCTOBER & NOVEMBER, 

1947. 
1.-I have to report that I have, during tihe months of 

October and November, 1947, carried out a tuberculin test . 
of the herds of dairy oows, young •catt1e and bulls at Bally
mastone, Portrane and Turvey Farms. I append herewith 
the results of this test in tabulated form. 

As will he seen froon these ta:bles, the results of the tests 
vary oillly slightly from previous tests. Of the total stock 
on all three farms there were onJy 2 reactors, or 6 per oont. 

2.-The general health of the sbock was good during the 
six months under review. There was no outbreak of 
in:£ectious diseases. 

3.-The incidence of 'Contagious abortion was very low; 
of 81 cows :calving du:ring the peciod under review 1 wborted, 
or 1.2 per cent. Of 18 heifers which calved none 31borted. 
Total percentage of abortions-! per cent. 

Undoubtedly the Tegular va.ccination of all the stock with 
Brucella Abortus V~Uccine, str.ain 19, has given very good 
results in this herd. 

4.-'l'here were a number of cases of red water on 'l'urvey 
Fanm, but all responded to treatment. 

5.-The incidence of chronic mastitis due to strepto
coccus agalactiae has 1been very low during the six months 
under review. This is due to the regular examination of 
samp~les of milk from e.ach cow once every three months and 
to the treatment with penicillin in the early stages of any 
cases that appear or are found as a result of the milk tests. 
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This type of IIIlastitis caused the most serious trouble during past years. A considerable number of cases of aoute mastitis, mostly due to infection with staphyloccus have been occurring during recent m.onths. A good number of these have yielded to treatment with penicillin. 

RESULTS OF HALF.YEARLY TUBERCULIN TESTS CARRIED OUT AT BALLYMASTONE, PORTRANE AND TURVEY FARMS DURING THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOV· EMBER, 1947. 

Type of 
Animal 

Cows 

Heifers 

TOTAL 

Type of 
Animal 

Cows 

Bulls 

TOTAL 

Type of 
Animal 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bulls 

TOTAL 

Tested 

87 

27 

114 

Tested 

121 

5 

126 

Tested 

50 

70 

1 

121 

BALLYlllASTONE. 

% % Reactors Doubtful Reactors Doubtful 

0 0 0 0 
2 0 7.7 0 

2 0 1.7 0 

PoRTRANE 

% % Reactors Doubtful Reactor~ Doubtful 

o I o ~ 
0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 .8 

Reactors Doubtful 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

% 
Reactors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

% 
Doubtful 

0 

0 

0 

0 



) 

165 
Agric. Sub-Committee. 27th May, 1948. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF ANIMALs TESTED ON THREE FARMS. 

Type of % % Animal Tested Reactors Doubtful Reactors Doubtful 

Cows 258 0 0 0 0 

Heifers 97 2 0 2% 0 

Bulls 6 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 361 2 0 .6 0 

F. J. DALY. 
Order made thereon: - Noted with satisfaotion. 

GRANGEGORMAN MENTAL HosPITAL, 

DUBLIN. 

27th May, 1948. 

REPORT OF CLERK OF WORKS. 

In connection with Inspection of Cottages on Santry 
Court by Councillors F. Foley and J. Smithers, I wish to 
report as follows : -

There are eleven cottages and a considerable amount 
of repair work is necessary on all of them except two 
(P. Farrelly and M. Lawless). It is very difficult to 
estimate for work of this nature, but in my opinion it 
would take approximately £60 per house to carry out 
these necessary repairs, a total of approximately £540. 
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This does not include, of course, the provision of water 
or electric light which would probably cost some 
thousands of pounds, or the provision of sanitary con
veniences. The cost of providing and erecting an 
" Elsan " type closet would be approximately £50 per 
house including the erection of a proper shed. 

D. J. JUDGE, 
Clerl' of Works. 

Order mad.e thereon: -

Further representations to be made to the Director of 
Housing regarding the provision of alternative accommoda
tion for the tenants on Santry Court Estate. 

It was decided that the whole Sub-Committee would 
carry out an inspection of the building at Santry Court on 
Friday, 4th June. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
The following members of the Agricultural Sub-Committee 

were lllppointed to in pect the Board 's Famns and Gardens 
during the ensuing period to date of next meeting of the · 
.\ gricultural Sub-Dmnmittee:-

GRA.'GEGORl\!AN GARDEN: 

Councillor John Breen. 

P . J. Coghlan . 

John Smithers. 
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PoRTRANE FARMS AND GARDENS: 

E. ·M. MURRAY , 
Chief Clerk . 

FALCONER, D UBLIN. 

Councillor John Breen. 

P . J . Coghlan . 

John Smithers . 

Mr. Joseph Dignam. 

JOHN BREEN, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S . 
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Report No. 4!. 
1st June, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

SPECIAL SUB4COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Special Sub-Committee appointed by 
the Board on the 18th March, was held in the Boardroom, 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 1st day of 
June, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Chairman) in the chair. 
Also present: -Councillors Thomas Byrne (Vice-Chairman) 

and Mrs. Kathleen Nix. 

A deputation from the Irish Local Government Officials' 

Union was in attendance. 

SALARIES OF ADMINISTRATIVE, CLERICAL, 
AOCOUNTI NG AND STORES STAFFS. 

The Manager submitted draft scales of salaries which had 
been agreed with the Irish Local Government Officials' 
Union at a couferen<Je held on the 29th April, and which he 
proposed to submit to the Minister for Health for sanction. 
The Union representatives expre sed their agreement to 
these scales (which are printed as an Appendix to tbis 
Report) but requested that vacancies arising from the pro-
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posed reotganisation o£ the stores would be filled by pro• 
motion from the existihg stores staff. The Manager stated 
that the Minister would be asked to appr.ove of filling the 
vacancies in this manner. 

. . 
The Sub-Committee unanimously endorsed the proposed 

scales. The chairman reported that the Minister for Health 
had agreed in the course of an interview with him on the 
13th May, to arrange a meeting between the officers of his 
Department and representatives o£ the Board to discuss the 
proposed scales. The following members of the Sub...Com
mittee were appointed as a deputation to wait on the officers 
of the Department:--Councillors John Breen (Chairman), 
Thomas Byrne, Frank Foley and Mrs. Nix. 

E. M . MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

JOHN BREEN, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 
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APPENDIX. 

GRANGEGORMAN ME XTAL HOSPITAL. 

SALARIES OF ADtlVII.KH5TRATIVE, CLERICAL, 
ACCOUNTING AND S'fORES STAFFS. 

Office. 
Chief R.M.S. 

Branch R.M.S. 

Pathologist 
Chief Clerk 
Accountant 
Registrar 
.Senior Accounting Asst. 
Clerk of Works 

Proposed Scale. 
£1250-50-1500 
Plus House £100 
£1000-25-1150 
.Plus House £100 
£675-25-925 
£975~0-1150 

£800-27t-975 
£560-20-750 
£550-20-750 
£550-20~750 

Chief Engineer ... . £510-20-710 

Agricultural Manager 

Stores Officer ... 
S borekeeper, 

Grangegormafi 
Storekeeper, Portrane 

Assistant Storekeeper, 
Grangegor.mab ... 

Assistant Storekeeper, 
Portrane 

Accounts Clerk, 
Portrane 

Plus house and light £40. 
£510-20-710 
Plus house and light £40. 
£750-20-850 

£550-20-750 
£500-20-600 
Plus house and light £40. 

£450-20-550 

£300-15-450 
Plus house and light £40. 

£410-15-510 
Plus house and ligh t £40. 
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Report No. 42. 
17th June, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 

on the 17th day of June, 1948, Councillor John Breen 

(Chairman) in the chair. 

The following members were also present:-

Oity of Dublin Representatives. - Alderman Robert 

Briscoe, T.D.; Councillors Cormac Breathnach, LL.D., 

T.D.; Thomas Byrne , P. J. Coghlan , W. P. Donohoe, Frank 

Foley, Mrs. O'Shea Leamy, P.C.; P. T. O'Reilly, John 

Smithers, and Eugene Timmons, ::\Irs. Maureen Connon, 

and Miss K. M<JDowell. 

County Dublin Rcpresentatives._,Messrs. Jo eph Dignam 

and Eoin O'Keeffe, and l\1.is Mary C. Enni . 

County Wicklow Representatives.-Councillors C. M. 

Byrne, and P. P. O'Reilly. 

An apology for non-attendance wa received from ::\Iiss :\1. 

Knea£ ey. 

The minute of last meeting (Report Xo. 3V) of the 20th 

::\Iay were confirmed and signed. 
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Arising out of the :\Iinutes, Councillor Frank Foley referred to the letter, dated 14th :\lay, from the Department of Health (Minutes, 20th May, 1948, page 153) regarding the Board 's request that the Minister should introduce legislation to provide for increases in the superannuation allow· ances of persons who retired from the Board's service prior to the 1st July, 1940. H wa·S unanimously decided, on the motion of Councillor Frank Foley, seconded by Alderman R. Briscoe, thalt the Minister be requested to include this amongst the items to be discussed with the representatives of his Department by the deputation appointed by the Special Sub--Committee on the 1st June, 1948. 

The letter, dated 30th April, from the Department of Health (Minutes, 20th May, 1948, pages 156-158) regarding the Health Services Grant was further discussed. It was reported that the Dublin Corporation had appointed a depu· tation to make further representations to the Minister in connection with this matter. It was decided to await the re ult of these representations, but that the Corporation wotlid be asked to include in the deputation members of the City Council who are also members of the Board. 

A return of th~ state of the Hospital from 20th May to 16th June, 1948, as under, was submitted and signed:-

On Hospital Register on 20th May, 
194 . ..... .. .. 

Admitted to 16th May 1948 

Males Females Total 

1551 
40 

1591 

1839 
39 

1878 

3390 
79 

3~69 
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• Males Females Total Males Females Total 

Discharged to 16th 
June, 1948 21 26 47 

Died to do. 12 11 23 
Escaped to do. 33 37 70 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
17th June, 1948 1558 1841 3399 

Absent on trial and escape on 17th 
June, 1948 14 15 29 

Number actually resident on 17th 
June, 1948, as per Morning State-
ment Book 1514 1826 3370 

DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 710 1159 1869 

Number of patients in Portrane Mental 
Hospital 834 667 1501 

Total number resident as above 1544 1826 3370 

CHARGEABILITY. 
City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-district patients 

ToTAL 

2532 
471 
293 

57 
11 

3370 
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AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. • Alderman R. Briscoe proposed, and Councillor C. M. Byrne, seconded, the adoption of Report No. 40, of the meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee held on the 27th :\lay, 1948. Passed unanimously. 

SPECIAL SUB -COMMITTEE. 
Councillor Frank Foley proposed, and Councillor T. Byrne seconded, the adoption of Report No. 41 of the meeting of the Special Sub-Committee, held on the 1st June, 1948. Passed unanimously. 

I~1SPFJCTION REPORT, PORTRANE. 
8th June, 1948. 

1. We visited Porltrane on Tuesday, 8th June, and inspected the Female side of the Institution accompanied by Dr. Harte. 

On the whole we found the place clean and well kept, and the patients happy. 

2: We would ask the Manager to consider the possibility of providing a sweet at dinner for all the patients in No. 3 . . \t present it is supplied to 15 patients, but there are 71 in the Division. These patients are all very old and the majority are minu teeth. 

3. In Divi ion Ko. 7 we got urgent requests for a wireless Their gramophone wa taken awa;y to be repaired-and never cnme back. 

4. On our way to the Dining Hall we were struck by the Yer~- heavy mell that exists in the corridors. This is most objectionable. We aw the patients at dinner, with which they eemed sati fied. We would recommend for consideration the adYi ability of having all potatoes peeled before cooking. At pre ent the patients peel them themsel>es, and 
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the skins are left in heaps all over the ta·bles. Some of the 

patients eat the kins. We would ask that if possible there 

be more variety in patients' food. 

5. We protest strongly against patients being given 

powdered milk to drink. They complained bitterly 

about this. Surely, this should be used for cooking only, 

and there ought to be enough milk availa.ble for drinking. 

6: In Division No. 7 when the patients have their own 

tea the practice is that they put the tea into mugs, and the 

Nurse comes round with a kettle brought from the kitohen 

some distance away and pours in water. We suggest that 

an electric kettle or stove be provided, so that there might 

be some chance of the water being boiling when poured on 

the tea. 

7, Patients in the Therapy Department asked that they 

be given cigarettes. They say other working patients get 

them. • 

8. In the Workroom and the Therapy Department we 

had numerous inquiries about the Annual Excursion. We 

think that this Excursion should be started again. 

9. The Therapy Department seemed short of working 

materials, and we suggest that these be replenished. 

10. The Laundry seems short of working patients, and a. 

number of those who are there are old. We understand 

that it is difficult to get the work done. 

11. We got complaints that there is no hot water in 

Nurses' Quarters after 5 p.m. This hould be remedied. 

12. As usual a number of requests were made for tra.nsfet 

to the Union or Mental Hospitals nearer home. \Ve di -

cussed these cases with Dr. Blake, and are sati fied with his 

explanations. 
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We wish to tender our thanks to Dr. Harte and Dr. Blake for their courtesy and help during our inspection. 
K. McDOWELL. 
MARY ENNIS. 

Order. Referred to Manager for ex amination and report. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
The following were nominated as Visiting Members to Grangegorman and Portrane for the ensuing period to 22nd July, date of next meeting of the Board:-

GRANGEGORMAN: 

PonTRANE : 

Alderman R. Briscoe. 
Mrs. Maureen Connon. 

Councillor E. Timmons. 
Mr. Joseph Dignam. 

INSPECTIOX-SANTRY COURT. 

4th June, 1948. 
The following members of the Agricultural Sub...Committee carried out a visit of ·inspootion at Santry Court, on 4th June,-viz. : · 

Councillor John Breen, Lord Mayor (Chairman); 

" 
" 
" 

C. M. Byrne; 
John Clarke; 
P. J. Coghlan; 
W. P. Donohoe; 
P . P. O'Reilly; 

Mr. Joseph Dignam. 
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The burnt-out portion of the l\Iansion and the adjoining 

wings were inspected. It was the opinion of the Visiting 

Mem'bers that the condition of the main buildings would not 

justify any expenditure on their repair, but that the out

buildings requ·ired for the Board 's farming operations on 

the Estate should be maintained. The latter buildings are 

in fair condition, minor repairs only being required at the 

moment. 

The members inspected the remains of a structure known 

as " The Temple," situated in the grounds. This building 

is constructed of stone and was originally mounted on stone 

pillars. Some .years ago a tree fell on it, and it has since 

lain derelict. I have received an application from Messrs . 

Arthur Guinness, Son & Co., Ltd., for permission to remove 

this building and re-erect it at their expense on an open 

space in a housing scheme which the Company is carrying 

out in Terenure. The structure is of no value to the Board, 

and the Visiting Members are of opinion that the offer made 

by Messrs. Arthur Guinness, Son & Co., Ltd., should be 

availed of in order to have the building restored and pre

served for its architectural interest. 

I have also received an application from 11rs. Alexander , 

of Loughlinstown House, Co. Dublin, for the following 

objedt at pre ent lying at Santry Court: 

I.-Monument to Arabian Horse in front of bouse. 

2.-4Iile-stone monument on Avenue. 

3.-Two small stained glass windows. 

It is understood that Mrs. Alexander, being one of the 

Domvile family, is very anxiou to obtain the e articles , as 
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they have an historical or sentimental value for the family. They have clearly no saleable value, and the Visiting Members agree that Mrs. Alexander's request might be _ complied with, provided she pays the full cost of removal. 

JOHK P. KEANE , 
Dubtin Assistant City Jlanager. 

CounciUor C. Breathnach proposed, and Cou-ucillor Frank Foley seconded: '' That this Report be adopted, and the recom mendatil!ns of the Visiting lii embers approved, and that a Report be obtained from the Architect as to the condition of the main buitdings and wings ." Passed unanimously. 

MA~AGER'.S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

lOth June, 1948. 
1. The number of patients resident in the Board's H ospitals on 9th inst. , was:-

Grangegorman 
Portrane 

u compared with :-

Males . 

704 
836 

1540 

Females. 

1149 
669 

1818 

Total. 

1853 
1505 

3358 

9th June, 1947 1488 1799 3287 9th June, 1946 1529 1826 3355 9th June, 1945 ... 1510 1804 3314 9th J une , 1944 ... 1488 1786 3274 thi year' number being 71 more than on the corresponding date In t year, and 84 more than on the corresponding date in 1944. 
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2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals and the 
health of the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. and 
Branch R. ~I. S. to be satisfactory. There were no cases of 
zymotic disease amongst patients during the month. 

3. On the 18th May, male patient M.R. (30686) became 
weak in No. 4 Division of Portrane, and was removed to the 
Infirmary, where he died almost immediately. The Coroner, 
who was notified, ordered a post"'llortem, which showed that 
death was due to acute heart failure following fatty degener
ation of the heart. The Coroner did not consider that an 

inquest was necessary. 

4. Op the 17th ::\1ay , male patient C.R. (40922), liberty 
patient , escaped from the Recreation Grounds at Grange
gorman. The usual steps to recapture the patient were 
taken, but without result . On the 20th ultimo, a male nur e, 
who was off duty, met the patient in Bolton Street. He 
called the guards who assisted him in bringing the patient 
back to the institution. This escape bas been reported to 

the Minister for Health. 

On the 4th in t. , male patient F. N. (826), a voluntary 
patient, left Grangegorman without notice. On the morning 
of the 7th inst., his relatives telephoned the hospital to 
report that he had returned home, and be was brought back 
to the hospital iby two male nur es . 

5. Accidents to Patients-Grangegorman.--On the 13th 
ult., female patient, M. H. (34603) while walking in the 
recreation grounds turned her left ankle and fell. She su -
tained a fracture of the neck of the left femur . The patient 
has been operated on by the visiting surgeon , and i m aking 

atisfactory progress , 
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•Male patient W.E.C. (578), while dw; ing on the morning of the 16th May, was struck on the head with a boot by another patient. He sustained an incised wound about 1 inch in length, which necessitated the insertion of one stitch. 'l'he patient who struck him is very deluded and confused, but had never before acted in a violent manner towards patients. I am submitting a letter received £rom the solicitor act:i.ng on behalf of the injured patient's 1·elative'il, and a copy of a reply sent by the Chief R.M.S. to the solicitor. 

The above accidents have been reported to the Minister for Health. 

Accidents to Patients-Portrane.-::\fale patient E.A.B. (41767) was knocked down by another patient in No. 9 Division, and sustained a fracture of his right tibia. Female patient B.K. (41066) on the 22nd May sustained a lacerated wound of her left arm and cuts on her left and right arm caused by breaking glass in No. 5 Division . Both patients are progre sing sati factorily. The Branch R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to any member of the staff in connection with these accidents-which have been duly re· ported to the )linister for Health. 

6. The Branch R.M.S. has made arrangements with the Dublin County Librarian for the e tablishment of a branch of the County Librnrv Service in Portrane The first delivery of 500 book. was m;de on the 3rcl in t.: and they will be renewed quarterly. The facilities afforded by the County ouncil will be greatly appreciated by the patients and the tnff. 

I am in touch with the Dublin Corporation regarding the e tnbli hment of a similar service in Grangegorman, and l 



Joint Board. 
18S 

17th June, 194S. 

will submit a full report on the matter to the Sub-committee 
appointed to examine the Library Service in the two institu
tions. 

7. At the request of the Branch R.!M.S. I have authorised 
an increase in the number of newspapers and peri<_ldicals 
supplied to Portrane: -eight extra daily papers, six evening 
papers and fom weekly publications. 

8. The following are a number of matters referred to in 
reports of inspection submitted by Visiting Members during 
the past few months. .Some of these have already been 
referred to in my earlier reports. 

INSPECTION AT GRANGEGORMAN. 

24th June, 1948. 

'Ihe Clerk of Works, after consultation with the Architect, 
recommends that the collar and cuff machine in the Laundry 
at Grangegorman be heated by gas. l approve of the co t 
of making the gas connection to this machine and to the 
gas smoothing irons at an estimated cost of £40. 

With further reference to paragraph 25 of my Report of 
20th May, the Clerk of Works again assures me that with 
the good quality fuel now available, the heating in Grange
gorman next winter will be quite adequate. In the male 
house central heatina is dbtained from sectional boilers 

b 

which are banked down at 8 p.m. every night, and are re-
tarted at 6.30 each morning. The Clerk of Works tates 

that with good fuel and careful handling the banking down 
hould allow of a satisfactory temperature dur.ing the night. 

On the female side the heating is operated by team upplied 
from the Lancashire boilers. The steam is shut off at 5.45 
every night, and is opened up at 5.30 in the morning. Owing 
k> the early closing down a slight trickle of steam is allowed 
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to the calot-iliers supplying the heating sy tern until 8 p.m. each night, when the sectional boiler attendants shut it off. As regards the complaint made that there is no heating in the sitting-room in the Nurses' Home after 9 p.m., the Clerk of Works points out that two large electric fires are provided there to maintain a reasonable temperature. If necessary, the number of electric fires could be increased. 
Tenders for a Steam Press for the Tailors' Shop at Grangegorman have been received, and are under exam!nation. The need for this machine is referred to in the Report of Inspection at Grangegorman carried out on the 8th April, and in a recent Report of Inspection at Portrane. 

INSPECTION AT PORTRANE. 

23rd March, 1948. 
Tenders have ·been obtained for the supply of a carding machine for the Mattress Shop-viz.: 

Tender No. 1:-

(a) £312; 
(b) £362; 
(c) £576; 

Tender No. 2-£543; 
Tender No. 3-£255. 

On the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, I have accepted Tender No. 3 (E. W. Downs & Son, Suffolk), subject to a sheet metal drum cover being provided instead of a plywood cover as offered, and the incorporation of 6 
afety gate for feeding the machine. 
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INSPRCTIOX REPORT, BORTRANE. 

27th April, 1948. 

The Chief Engineer reports that the machine referred to 

by the Visiting l\Iembers appears to be an old dbsolete 

machine, which is used only when the new four roller 

machine is undergoing repair. Callander sheeting is most 

difficult to obtain , but it h~s been found poss~ble to have 

covering made in the hospital work-rooms from material in 

stock, -and the covering of the machine in use is reported 

to be satisfactory. 

INSPECTION REPORT, GRANGEGOR:JL-\.K. 

14th 1\Jay, 1948. 

Paragraph 2.-Tbe re-paiuting of the various parts of the 

institution are taken in order of urgency, but the Clerk of 

vV orks will bear in mind the Visiting Members' Report on 

No. 10 Division. 

Paragraph 3.-Fish has been difficult to obtain in quantity 

for some years past. In fact, even the comparatively small 

quantity now used was unobtainable on Friday, 28th ::\lay, 

and Friday, 4th June, when there was practically no fish on 

the maTket. The reversion to fish for patients' meals on 

the fast day.s would be desira.ble, and enquiries are being 

pursued on the lines suggested by the Visiting Members. 

Paragraph 4.-The Chief R.u\l.S. reports that cocoa ha 

been issued for the patient ' evening meal for many years 

prior to the emergency. He ees no objection, however, to 

the issue of tea instead of cocoa, and agree that it would 

proba~bly be more acceptable to the patients. As there are 

ufli..cient stocks of tea in hand at the moment to allow of 

the replacement of cocoa for tea at the evening meal, I 

have, on the recom~endation of the Chief R.1I. ., author-
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ised this change in the patients' diet, subject to the approval by the Board of the additional expenditure involved in the current financial year-viz., £200. 
Pamgra.ph 5.-The chairman and myself have examined a ·sample of the bread baked in the institution, and we are of opinion that it is of good quality. The flour used i~ making it is obtained from five different suppliers, and lS of the same quality as that used in commercial bakeries. It is understood that all flour available at the present time shows some variation in quality and I am informed further that no fats are used in commercial bakeries in making ordinary batch bread. I am, however, having a special ex;amination made into the method of baking in the Board's Hospitals, in order to ascertain whether any improvement in the quality of the bread is possible. 

Paragraph 6.-l have authorised the purchase of a suitlllble cash box for the Acting Head Male Nurse. 
Paragraph 7.-The Clerk of Works L-eports that the internal telephone .system is reasonably satisfactory. The cost of installing a completely new system would be very considerable. 

Paragraph 8.-The repairing and painting of all seats in the recreating grounds is in hands. 
ParagTaph 9.-The Clerk of Works and the Architect have under examination the question of improving the ventilation of the laundry. The main difficulty at present is that of oMuining suitable fans . 

. Paragraph 10.-The Chief _R.,M.'s. reports that tobacco is ~ ued to male patients (or cigarettes in lieu) and snuff is l~sued to female patients on a regular scale, and the cost 
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of these articles is 'borne by the Board. Some years ago it 

w.as agreed to issue a limited quantity of cigarettes to female 

pat.ients working in the laundry, the workroom, and the 

Occupational Therapy Department in Grangegorman. As 

this extra was not provided for in the regular scale issues 

of tobacco the cost has been borne by the Canteen Account. 

There are approximately 180 patients employed in these 

three departments, and 1,100 cigarettes a week are i sued 

for them. The cigarettes cost 53s. 1d. per 1,000 net. No 

cigarettes are issued to female patients in other p!J.rts of the 

house, and none are issued to female patients in P ortrane. 

9. Tenders were invited recently by public advertisement 

for terazzo work in connection with the renovation of sani

tary annexes in Portrane. One only w,as received-viz.

that of Verso Bros., for £495, and on the recommendation 

of the Chief Engineer I have accepted it. The Chief 

Engineer points out that thi price shows an increase of 

52 per cent. over that for a similar job carried out in 1946. 

10. Further to paragraph 16 of my Report of 20th :\lay, 

I have made further enquiries from which it appears that 

Kerr's Pinks potatoes are virtually unobtainable. uch 

small quantities as do arrive on the Dublin Market from 

time to time would not go any di tance toward meeting 

the requirements of the Board' Ho pita! . In the circum

stance there is no option but to accept the alternati,·e 

varietie offe1·ed by the contractor proYicled they are of aood 

quality. 

11 . Two tender were receired for the upply of new 

harne and repair to old barnes in Portrane Fat·m. One 

of the e wa for £70 15 . , and on the recommendation of 

the Agricultural ~Ianager I have accepted the other tender~ 
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that of James Crowley & Son, Lusk, for £65 15s. 
' 12. On the recommendation of the Head Gardener I have authorised the purchase of two ten-blade grass mowing machines at £26 lOs. less 5 per cent., and other small items for the upkeep of the Bowling Green in Gr.angegorman and Portrane. 

13. On the recommendation of the Chief R.M.R, I have authorised the purchase from ,Smith & Sheppard of an electro-cardiograph at a cost of £215. Tbe Chief R.M.S. advises that this .apparatus will be a very considerable addition to the diagnostic equipment of the Hospital. 
14. The Clerk of Works reports that the erection of the fencing around the B owling Ground at Grangegorman has been completed satisfactorily, and on his recommendation I have authori.sed payment to Kennan & Sons, Ltd., of the contraet sum of £139. 

15. Nine of the Board's employees who retired since 1st January, 1947, had been granted superannuation allowances and lump sums under Part (8) of the ~!ental Treatment Act, 1945. The rate of superannuation allowances is, of course, lower than would have been paid under the earlier superannuation codes by reason of the fact that a lump sum is paid on superannuation under the Mental Treatment Act. The superannuation allowa'Dces granted to these officers had been increa ed under Section 79 of the Local Government (•'nperannuation) Act, 1948, on the same scale as the increa e orantecl to officers who bad been granted superannuation allowance under earlier enactments. It bas been · ugge ted th'at the 1948 Act permits of an increase in the lump urn as well as the superannuation allowances, rPlthough tbi is not quite clear from the wording of the .\ ct. 
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I have asked the l\Iinister for Health if he aarees that the 
0 

lump sums paid to the e officers may be increased and, if 

so, if he will sanction the propo ed increases. The cost of 

these further increases if approved by the Minister, will be 

£620 approximately, and as provision has not already been 

made in the Estimate and Demand for 1948/ 1949 for this 

expenditure, I would a k the Board to authorise it specially. 

16. On the 18th March last , application was received from 

Workers' Union of Ireland for an increase in the rates of 

pay of the Board's Nursing Staffs. The Unions representing 

these staffs were invited to a conference on the 29th April 

last, when a claim was submitted for an increase of lls. per 

week- that being the rate of increase which had recently 

been granted in other employments. My predecessor, Mr. 

T. C. O'Mahony, offered, subject to authorisation .by the 

Board of the additional expenditure involved and the sanction 

of the Minister for Health, an increase of £20 per annum 

(7s . 6d. per week, approximat~ly) in the basic salary of all 

IDffilllbers of the nursi.ng staffs , and an increase of 6d. per 

day (3s. 6d. per week) in the cash paid in lieu of rations. 

In the case o£ student nurses male and female, a somewhat 

lower increase in basic sala:y was offered. The Manager 

agreed, subject also to the authorisation by the Board of the 

additional expenditure involved and to the sanction of the 

Minister for Health that the increa-se would be applied 
' 

retro pectively to the date from which a similar increa e 

might be granted generaUy to employee of the Dublin 

Corporation. 

'I have now received from the four unions concerned 

acceptance of this proposal. The cost of the increase 'in 

salary and ration money will be approximately £15,700 for 
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twelve months, and £19,600 for fifteen month . 
Applications have also been received from the unions 

representing certain of the trade for an increase of Us. per 
week, and further application may be anticipated. I will 
report more fully to the Board on-this matter, but it may 
be mentioned that the cost of an increase of lls. a week to 
alll membet1S of the Board's staffs (exclusive of the nursing 
staffs and farm workers) would be £4,000 for twelve months 
and £5,000 for fifteen months. 

JOHN P. KEANE , 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

1\B..NAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO 
JOINT BOARD. 

17th June, 1948. 
17. Since 17th ult., 46 male and 38 female patients were 

admitted-total 84. Seventy-four of these were Chargeable 
Patients, of whom 10 are temporary, 7 voluntary, and 57 
persons of unsound mind. Six private patients were ad
mitted, of whom three are temporary and three voluntary. 
Two patients were admitted on the Order of the Minister for 
Justice-one was admitted on the Order of the President of 
the High Court, :£ire, and one from Sligo Mental Hospital 
for special treatment under Section 208 of the Mental Treat
ment Act, 1945. Of the six private patients admitted, two 
voluntary and two temporary are non-district cases. 

18. The following i a summary of the results obtained by 
th members of the Board's staff in the General Nursing 
Council's Examination, held in May of this year:-
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GRANGEGORMAN: 

Prelimina1'y Examination-
No. Examined. Passed Failed 

Male M.tendant 4 4 Nil 

Female Attendants 35 9 26 

Final Examination-

Male Attendants 4 2 2 

Female Attendants 13 11 2 

56 26 30 

PoRTRANE: 

Prelimina·ry Exami11ation: 

Male Attendants 3 2 1 

Female Attendants 4 4 Nil 

Final Examination: 

Male Attendants 4 4 NH 

F emale Attendants 4 4 Nil 

15 14 1 

. 19. Further to paragraph 8 of my Report of the lOth 

mst., the following are particulars of the tenders received in 

response to public advertisement for a Steam Press for the 

Tailors ' Shop at Grangegol'man, the purchase of which was 

~ecommended by the Visiting Membevs who carried out an 

mspection on the 24th February:-

I.-Bellow Type 

2.-Hoffman XC0- 9 

3.-Dexier type 

Price . 
£155 0 

168 6 

175 0 
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4.-Hoffman XC0-9 
5.-Hoffman X00-9 
6.-Tullis Ko. 2 G . .C. 
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Price. 
£184 0 

205 0 
230 0 

The Clerk of Works reports that in his opinion the Hoffman XC0-9 model is the most suitable for our work, and on his recommendation I have accepted the tender of Laundry and Clothing Engineers, Ltd. (Tender No. 2) for one Hoffman XC0-9 steam pressing machine for £168 6s. Thi-s machine can be delivered from stock. 
Provision has not been made in the Estimate and Demand for 1948-49 for this machine, the Carding Machine for the Mattress Shop at Portrane, the purchase of which we.s recommended by the Visiting Members who carried out the inspection on the 23rd March last, and the electro-cardiograph referred to in paragraph 14 of my Report of the ).Oth June , for the reason that it was not expected that it would be possible to obtain them during the current year. I consider that we are fortunate in being a!ble to obtain delivery of them now or within the immediate future, and I would ask the Board to authori e the additional expenditure involved in their purchase-viz.: 

team Press for Tailor ' Shop, Grangegorman arding Ma<1hine for Mattress Shop, Portrane Electro..Cardiograph for Grangegorman 

Total 

£ s. 
168 6 
255 0 
215 0 

£638 6 
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20. Rule 16 of the Third Schedule to the Mental Treat
ment Act, 1945, provides that a Joint Board shall, at their 
first meeting appoint a day of the year not earlier than the 
!7.tb day of July, nor later than the 1st day of August, for 
the holding of ·subsequent annual meetings and may at any 
subsequent annual meeting alter the date so appointed. At 
the first meeting of -the Joint Board bald on the 2nd January 
1947, the Board decided that future Annual Meetings of 
the Board would be held on the third Tbmsday in July each 
year, or, if the third Thursday falls in any year on a date 
·earlier than the 17th July, on the fourth Thursday in July 
in that year. The third Thursday in July this year is the 
15th, and, in accordance with the foregoing resolution , the 
Annual Meeting will be held on the 22nd July. In the 
circumstances, the Board may wish to defer the usual 
monthly meeting for July until the 22nd July, to coincide 
with the date of the Annual Me~ing. 

JOHN P. KEANE, . 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Orders made the1·eon: 

Par. 5 (ii) Correspondence to be inspected by Visiting 
Members to Grangegorman. 

Par. 6. The Board records its appreciation of the action 
of the Dublin County Council in estt1blisbing a branch of 
it Library Service in Portrane . 

Par. 8. Proposed by Councillor Frank Foley, seconded by 
ouncillor Mr . O'Shea Leamy: " That, pur uant to the 

provisions of Section 25 of the County :.Ianagement Act, 



194 
Joint Board. 17th June, 1948. 

1940, the Manager be authorised to incur liabilities to the 
extent of £200 in excess of the amount of the official Esti
mate and Demand for 1948-49, for the purpose of defraying 
excess expenditure to be incurred in substituting tea for 
cocoa for the patients' evening meal." J>assed unanimously. 

Depails to be submitted of the cost of providing cigarettes 
for all female working patients in Grangegorman and 
Portrane. 

Pars. 8, 13 and 19. Proposed 1by Councillor Mrs. O'Shea 
Leamy, seconded by Councillor C. M. Byrne: " That, 
pm'Suant to the provisions of Section 25 of the County 
Management Aot, 1940, the Manager be authorized to incur 
liabilities to the extent of £638 (six hundred and thirty-eight 
pounds) in excess of the amount of the official Estimate and 
Demand for 1948-49, for the purpose of defraying excess 
expenditure to be incurred in the purchase of the following 
equipment: 

Steam Press for Tailor's Shop, Grangegorman £168 
Carding Machine for Mattress Shop, Portrane 255 
Electro-cardiograph, Grangegorman .. . 215 

£638 

Pa ed unanimou ly. 
Par. 15. Propo ed by Councillor Cormac Breathnacb, 

econded by Councillor C. M. Byrne: · ' Tba1t, pursuant to 
the provision of Section 25 of the County Management Act, 
1940, the Manager be authorised to incur liabilities to the 
extent of £620 ( ix hundred and twenty pounds) in excess 
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of the amount of the official E timate and Demand for 

1948-49, for the purpose of defraying excess expenditure to 

be incutTed in increasing the lump sums granted under Part 

VIII of the Meilltal Treatment Act, 1945, to officers who 

retired from the Board's service on or after 1st January, 

1947." 

Passed unanimously. 

Par. 16. Proposed 1by Councillor Frank Foley, seconded by 

Councillor John Smithers: " That, pursuant to the provi

sions of Section 25 of the County l\Ianagement Act, 1940, 

the Manager be .authorised to incur liabilities to an amount, 

not exceeding £24,600 (twenty-four thousand six hundred 

pounds) in excess of the amount of the official Estimate and 

Demand for 1948-49 for the purpose of defraying excess 

expenditure to be incurred (a) in increasing the remuneration 

of the Board's Nursing Staff, as detailed in Par. 16 of the 

M:anaget·' s Report of the lOth June, 1948, with effect ·from 

the l&t J-anuary, 1948; (b) in granting an increase of lls. 

a week in the rate paid to other members of the Board's 

Staff (excluding nursing staffs and farm lUJbourers), with 

effect from 1st January, 1948, or, in the case of tradesmen 

and building la;bourer·S, with effeot from the date accepted 

generally for the application of a similar increase in their 

particular trades.'' 

Passed unanimously. 

Par. 18. Chief R.1M . .S. to submit report to next meeting oi 

the Board as to the reasons for the unduly large numbet· of 

failures in the examinations held in May. 

Par. 20. Approved. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION. 
In accordance with notice, Councillor Cormac Breathnach 

r>roposed ·: 

" That the Grangegorman Mental Hospital Board, having 
been inlormed by the Chief R.M.S., that the reception 
o£ young children as patients in the hospital is unde
sirable, requests the Minister for Health to take steps 
to provide a eparate institution for the treatment of 
such patients." 

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs. · O'Shea 
Leamy, and passed unanimously. 

NOTICE OF ~lOTION FOR 22Nn JULY, 1948. 
I hereby give notice that at the next meeting of the Joint 

Board I will move : 

" That, in view of the number o£ members of the 
Oireachta who are member of the Grangegorman 
1\Iental Ho pital Board, and whose public duties require 
their pre ence in Dail Eireann on the days on which 
meeting of the Board are ordinarily held, meetings of 
the Board in future be held on :\Ionday or Fridays." 

E. M. MURRAY , 
('hief Clerk. 

l'ALCO."ER, DUBLIN, 

ROBERT BRISCOE. 

JOHr BREEX, 
Chairman. 

JOH.1- D ~ ' XE , 
Chief R . .\l. · 
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Report No. 43· 
June, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

'r HE GRANGEGORMAN MENTAL HOSPI TAL BOARD. 

Report of Local Government Auditor on his Audit of the 
Joint Board's Aooounhs, for the financial year ~nded 31st 
March, 1947. 

Ordered by the Manager to be printed and circulated to 
the members of the Board, 24th J une, 1948. 

A.8805f48. DuBLIN, 

31st May, 194.8. 
A CBARA, 

I have the honour to report that I have audited the 
account of the Grangegorman Joint Mental Ho pital Board 
for the year ended 31st ~larch, 1947. Tran mitted herewith, 
are copies of the Abstract of Account , duly certified. 

BE:-reunder i a Statement of the Revenue Account for th 
year under review:-

Gro Expenditure ... 
Receipt , excluding monie received 

from Contributory Authoritie 

£ d. 
4 3,4H) 5 0 

50,306 16 0 

Net Expenditure •• 0 £353,112 8 3 

• 
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Balance in favour a t 31 / 3/'47 

Balance in favour at 31 / 3/'46 

June, 1948. 

£ s. d. 
2,334 19 3 

17,621 7 6 

Money supplied by the Contributing Authorities was. as 
follows:-

County Borough of Dublin 

County Council of Dublin 

County Council of Wicklow ... 

£ s. d. 

259,100 0 0 

47,124 0 0 

31,602 0 0 

Balances to credit at 31/3/'47, were:-

County Borough of Dublin .. . 

County Council of Wicklow .. . 
2,616 0 10 

1,099 8 10 

There was a b :~.lance of £1,380 lOs. 5d. against the County 
Council of Dublin at the close of the year . 

The average number of patients maintained in the Insti
tution during the year was 3,352 , an increase of 21 over the 
previous year. Following is a Table showing the daily 
average -cost per patient for the year:-

GYangegonnan. PoYtrane. 

8. d. 3. d. 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 1 9.43 2 0.35 
Material for \Yashing and Clean -

ing 
.25 .24 

Medicine .63 .33 
Heating, Lighting, and Water 

upply 1 1.25 1 4.59 
Clothing and Bedding ... 4.26 4.23 
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Grangegorman. Portrane. 

8. d. 8. d. 
Furniture, Crockery and Hardware .46 

Medical and Surgical Appliances .28 

Maintenance Cost 3 4.56 

Establishllllent Cost 3 5.08 

Total Cost 6 9.64 

.65 

.11 

3 10.50 

3 0.00 

6 10.50 

I 
A comparison of the expenditure for the year ended 31st 

~larch, 1947, with the preceding years shows increases under 

the following principal heads :-

Salaries and Wages 

Farm Expenses 

Clothing and Bedding 

Furniture, Crockery and Hardware 

Structural Alterations and Repairs 

MiscelLaneous 

A decrease of £30 503 was recorded rmder 
Reating, Lighting a~d Water Supplies. 

£ 
17,595 

6,589 

1,958 

1,288 

4,595 

1,294 

the head of 

Portion of the unexpended balance of £6,243 4s. 3d. 
standing to the credit of the SantryCourtFireCompen ation 
Fund at 31st March, 1946, was applied toward extingui hing 
th~ balance remaining on the loan which was originally 
ra1 ed for the acquisition of and alterations to Santry Court. 
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The balance of £50 shown at 31st ~larch, 1947, was cleared 
during the following year. 

Capital indebtedness on foot of loans amounted to 
£114,916 4s. 6d. at 31st March, 1947, as compared with 
£130,904 6s. lOd., at 31st :March, 1946. 

Receipts from Paying Patients, including sums received 
from the British Ministry of Pensions in respect of Service 
Patients, amounted to £29,173 lOs. 9d. Following are the 
amounts which have been certified in respect of Capitation 
G11ant for the year ended 31st March, 1947:-

County Borough of Dublin .. . 

County Council of Dublin .. . 

County Council of Wicklow .. . 

£ s. d. 

25,287 4 0 

4,684 9 6 

2,852 14 0 

Insurances and fidelity bonds were in order at date of 
audit. 

Mise, le meas, 

(Signed) J. E. CURRAN, 

Local Government Auditor. 

The Minister for Local Government, 
Dublin. 

FI.LCOJ)o'EU, lliJBLJ ~ 
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Abstract of Accounts for the Year Ended list March, 1947. 

REVENUE ACCOUNT. 

RECEIPTS Amount Total EXPENDITURE Amoun_t Total ·-£ s. d. £ s. d. 
£ s. d. £ B. d , 

Balance (if any) in favour at close Balance (if any) against at close 

N> 

of last year . . . . .. 17,621 7 6 of last year . .. ... -Money supplied by Contributing Salaries and Wages (gross) ... 136,418 811 
Authorities :-

Superannuations, etc •. . . .. . 17,633 17 8 
County Borouth of Dublin ... 250,100 0 0 Food, drink and tobacco ... 76,021 17 5 
County of Du lin . . . . .. 47,I24 0 0 Farm expenses ... . .. 39,757 6 6 
County of Wicklow ... 31,602 0 0 Materials for washing or cleansing 1,231 11 4 

Criminal Lunatics :--
Medicines . . . . .. . . . 2,534 IO 6 

State Funds ... . .. 3,084 0 9 Heating, lighting and water supplies 57,888 19 10 
Private Sources ... . .. I84 4 I Clothing and bedding ... 21,633 13 10 

Service Patients ... ... 8,05I 7 8 Furniture, crockery and hardware 2, 780 16 11 
Paying Patients ... . .. 21,122 3 I Medical and surgical appliances 1,035 3 9 
Sales of farm and garden produce 5,658 19 1 Structural alterations, repairs and Sales of oft'al and old stores ... 151 9 5 upkeep of institutions ... 17,125 1 9 
Interest allowed by Treasurer ... 989 6 4 Stationery, printing and advertising 1,926 10 4 
Other Recei~s :-

Rent, rates, taxes and insurance 2,211 5 8 
Refund A.R. . expenditure 2,577 10 3 Other establishment expenses :-Maintenance of non-district 

Re-afforestation of Portrane ... 165 ll 8 
patients .. • ••. • .. 1,000 15 7 Telephones, newspapers, stamp 

Miscellaneous Receipts ... 17 16 I duties, law costs, etc. ... 5,556 7 9 
Contributions from salaries and 

Loan Charges . . . • .. 19,598 1 2 
wages under Asylums Officers' Su:perannua.tion Act, 1909 .. . 4,617 I7 4 

403,419 5 0 
Deduct1ons from salaries and wages 2,85I 7 1 

388,132 16 9 TOTAL EXPENDITURE 403,4I9 lJ 0 Balance (if any) IN FAVOUR ·~t TOTAL RECEil'TB .. • 405,754 4 3 close of year . . . . .. 
I 

2,334 19 3 
Balance (if any) AGAINST at oloae ' o£ year •.. .•. . .. -

. £ 405,754, 4 3 
£ 405,754 4 3 
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SUMMARY AND APPORTIONMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE ON REVENUE ACCOUNT. 

(" ffAROE l DJSCJJAROF. 

llEOEil'TS Balan("e 

'"""""""-'"" / -~ 
Other Dnlance against 

AutborftiC'fl ill lo.vour nt 1fouC'y f'rJminnl 8f"rvice l'aying Re<•eipt• against Total at cl~ }:xpeuditure 
dO@e or Jflst SuppHed LunaUt'8 Patients I'atfcnts at c lose of la.• t 

. Y f'nr of Year I Y ('llr 

(l ) . (2) (3) (4) (ii) (6) (7) (8) (9) (HI) (11) 

£ •. d. £ • . d. £ 8. d. £ • . d. £ 8 . d. J: ~. d. .c •. d .£ •. d. .c • . d . 

Oountyll~roagbotDublin paMl 19 11 !2il91oll 0 ll 14867 7 8 4068 1 2 15798 7 :l 13741 13 3 - 313087 9 3 - 3HHil 8 (j 

(.'ounty Dublin ... l:>lil 13 Jl 4il24 0 0 920 13 7 729 17 0 4187 0 0 2591 19 2 1380 10 il a8449 H 1 - 684.49 14. 1 

County Wkklow ... ~93 13 8 31602 0 0 il44 16 il 188 16 8 1136 Ia 10 15:11 8 

: 1 188~0) il 
Mil97 11. :, - ~4498 2 6 

17621 7 6 il37826 " II 6332 17 8 4986 H 10 21122 3 1 1786;) 1 407134 14 - 403419 il 0 
I 

.. 

STATEMEl\."'T OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE OF CAPITAL MONEYS. 

Original 
A.moont 

Suctloned 

£ 1. d. 
18,&00 0 0 

~,700 0 0 

Purpose lor whi<h obtained 

Acquisition o! and Altern· 
tiona to Santry Court, 
and prellmlnnry expmset! 

l:'or completion of New 
Laundry (oupplementnl 
to Loan £19,800) .. . 

C\11npeoaatioo lor fire a t 
Santry Court .. . 

T. H. Pa viJions .. . 

Ba.lnnco 

\ (if nny) 
UDCXJlCDdod 
at close of 
last year I 

£ • . d. 

1717 Jo 10 

6243 ... 3 

CHARGE 

Instal- I Grunts 
ments 

received 

.c •. d. I£ •. d. 

Otbcr 
nooeipta 

£ •. d. 

03 5 li 

Total 
1leceipts 

£ •. d. 

63 5 .) 

~~-1 '-=- 1~ .:....-- 1 ~ ~ 

". 

HaJaoce 
(If any) 

expended in 
excess n.t 
close of 
this year 

£ • . d. 

116 5 9 

93 1;; () 

Total 

.c •. d. 

63 (j 5 

1833 16 7 

6248 4 3 
93 15 0 

. 
DISCHAROJ!! 

Balance 
(If :w.;a 

I expend in Expenditure 
excess nt 
close of 

1 last year 

£ •. d. ll •. d, 

63 ~ [j 

1833 16 7 

2463 ;j ;j 
93 ),"; () 

Balance 
inlavour at 

close of 
Year 
(U) 

.c s. fl . 
2616 0 10 

-
1099 8 Ill 

an ;; 9 s 

. 
Balance 
(If any) 

unexpended 
:J.t close of 
this year 

£ .. d. 

3779 18 10 

79GO J;; 1 63 G a 63 v :; I 210 o 9 I 823<1 1 3 I 1:.1 o ;; I 4297 2 o I 3779 18 10 
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STATEMENT OF BALANCES AT THE CLOSE OF' TFIE YEAR, 

qn. I , .. To T,fe81ltU'l\ll'· Due by Jnm :- ' 
... 12,688 IP 2 Ordin!"'y .'\ocount .. . ... ... 

Lpana Aoao,mt ... ... ... . , ... 3,56!) 1.8 
.; tn•• 

J>atiepts' Private Property Account ... . ~ 703 6 7 

To Chief Clerk. Due by him :-
Patients' Private Property AccoUilt .. . .. . I 23 18 0 

£500 Dublin Corpora~ion H% Stock at cost 523 18 6 

To ~ricHitur11l Manager. J?ue. by him:- _ 
L1ve Stock Purchase Account .. . .. . ' 400 0 0 

To Looms Receipt and Ex;penditure :-
!:> 

Expenditure in .Excess of Loans .. ': f.J •.• 210 0 9 
f 

To Accountant. Due bybim:- t1 ~ 

Gn.ngegormsn Ws~es A jc. I 2,00Q 0 0 ~ i· ( ! \ ~ 
Portrane Wages A c. ... ~,.t-\ \ ! u '1, Jo,. '-' 2,000 0 0 

I 

Grangegorman Petth Cash .... •.:.. IQO 0 0 
l'ort~ane Petty Cas .... ,, ... ' · 100 0 0 

To a..,.w Fnnd. B-., "''"" ,_ '"\ Cotlllty Borough of Dublin .. . . .. 
County of Dub'in ... ... . .. ... 1,380 10 5 
County of Wicklow ... ... . .. 

ToTAL " ... ~-- ..• \ 23,700 l,l s 

<l¥· 
By Troosurer. Due to him :-

Qrdinary Account 

Loans Account 

By Loans .Receipt llrul Expenditure:-
Unexpended Balances · 

By Pati'ltts' Pliv&te Property Account:
Du<' to P atients ... 

By Hospital Fund. B alances in favour of:
Uounty Borough of Dublin 

County of Dublin 

County of Wicklow 

Bv Unpaid Bills:-
• Ordinary Account 

Loans Accounts 

£ 8. d. 

3,7i9 18 10 

1,251 s 

2,616 0 10 

1,091! 

1.(,91)3 19 11 

i 

: .. ~ 23,700 11 6 



0. 

TABLE (A.)-STATEMENT OF CASH ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
ON 31st .MARCH, 1947. 

Balanbes to credit:
Revenue Account 

ASSETS 

LiY'e Stock Purchase Account 
Grangegorman Wagea A jc. 
Pottrane Wages A/c. 
G r~~origegorman P otty Cash 
Port rane Petty Cash 

Balances due for Maintenance :
Criminal Lunatico 1946- 47 
Sen-ice .Patients ... 
Sundry Paying Patients (approx.) 

Balances due for Comforts Allowances 
Balances due by Contributory Councils :

Corporation of Dublin 
Go. Council of Dublin 
Co. Council of Wicklow 

.&>epoeits with :-
Minister for Posls and Telegraphs 

Widows' and Orphana' F~nsions E'und 

ToTAL C.<sx Assxn 

LUB1LITIJ:8 ·t------------------------------1 --~"~-~---£ s. d. 

12,688ll9 2 
400 0 0 

2,000 0 0 
2,000 0 0 

100 0 0 
100 0 0 

3,106 9 3 
5,181 12 3 
~.500 0 0 

1,333 10 3 

4l 10 0 

200 0 0 

Balance due to Treasurer on Revenue 
Account at close of half-year .. : 

Unpaid Bills due by Committee, viz.:-
Salaries and Wages . . . .. . 
Superannuations ... 
Provisions and Groceries 
Wine&, Spirits, and Beer 
Tobacco and Snuff . . . . .. .. . 
Medicines and :Medical and Surgical 

Ap.pliances 
Clothing . . . 
Bedding . . . 
Furniture .. . 
Fuel and Light 
Washing Materials 
Water Supply 
Farm and Garden :h:xpens-Orange-

gorman Account . . . ... . .. 
}'arm and Garden Expenaoa--Portrane 

AccoU11t ... . . . ... . .. 
Farm and OaJ·den Expenses--i:iantry 

Account ... . ... 
Repairs and Alterations 
Stationery, Printing and Advertioing 
Rent, Rates, Taxes, and lnsuratwe 
Other l~xpenses 

Hepayment of Loans 

3.3,652 0 II I Other Liubiliti~s :
Sal.-,rici!---Wages (approx.) ... 
Con1forts Allowances, Uni81Jucd 

ToT.\ L Lu niLITIE..q 

£ - •. · ~ .. I t •. d. l ~ . ·.;,. 
l ,!IG2 17 I 

109 :l 4 
3,787 l\1 11 

107 0 0 
4.34 9 0 

1H5 () 1 
2,460 0 !I 

250 10 2 
101 () 7 

2,53!) 2 11 
57 17 2 
11 4 0 

297 13 9 

1,047 5 !I 

-
421 6 l 
39:1 14 9 

76 17 5 
540 13 9 

I 4,953 lO .il I 
- 14,953 I 9 11 

1.800 0 0 
134 8 4 

--- ----1 1,934 8 4 ---- -
16,888 8 3 



TABLE B.-STATEl\IENT OF CAPITAL DEBT (OTHER THA.WOCK) FOR THE "\"EAR ENDED THE 31st MARCH, 1947. 

GENERAL PARTICULA-RS AS TO LOA:>S 

Original 
Amount 

SanctioueU 
Amount 

llorrowcd 
Date Sanctioned 

From 
·whom 

llorrowetl 

"I<' or 
What 

Period 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) 
------1--~~-1---~~--1----~~---1---~-1 

£ •. d. 

2,730 t) (f 

2,.21) 0 " 
I 1,200 fl II 
21,460 0 II 

2,081 o (II 
~.600 0 fl 
2,ii0 0 II 

4:::: : ~I 
:j 19,800 0 

6,000 0 

2,880 0 0 

6,700 0 0 

208,300 0 0 
9,120 IJ 0 

10,f)()Q fl tl 
2,4110 I) 0 

12,2:1(1 I) 0 
4,360 0 0 

10,300 0 (I 
111,000 0 0 
3,980 0 0 

£ s. <1. 

2,730 0 IJ HU1 Xov., 1894. 
2,370 liJ 2 6th Jan., 1896 

J 1,2fHJ I) 0 27th Rept., 189~ 
21,4;;tl U II 23r<l.\lay, 1896 

2,1l81 n 0 loth July, 1898 
1,'>66 I 9 27th July, 1928 
2,i70 n () 2dtb 'llay, 1929 
o, 700 U 0 8tb .\larch, 1937 

4:!,7.16 0 U 27th Sept., 193i 

19,SOO nst Oct., 1939 

6,00)() 0 0 4th No.-., 1939 

2,880 0 It lith Sept., 1940 

208,31.10 0 
~,3HU U 0 

Jtl,•no o t• 
2,400 o n 

11,:~)(1 u " 
4,3;;1) 0 tt 

10,433 fl " 
}U,tH.HI (I tl 
3,~67 0 0 

1st llarch, 194:l 

17th i'cpt., 1896 
11th )larch, 19tJ9 
311th June, 1926 
1 ith ~OT",, 1!126 
31•t .\larch, 192i 
22nd Oct., 1929 
2uu l'eb., 1932 
8th }'eb., 193;; 
rith June, 193.; 

22,150 0 (I 22,100 0 II 20th }'eb., 1936 

19,104 0 u lt-,1; I II 2Uth ~('pt., 1933 

t,iOO 0 o 6,1)()() 0 t• 3ru ::;ept., 1940 

18,800 0 0 3,000 0 0 2nd .May, 1941 

·1 ~ 511 Yeal'S (,1) It 

=-•o " 
CommissioHt'r.-: u( 1 f•O ,. 

~ 
Public W urk•. all , 

~~ ,, 
.. ., n 

llwlSler & Lciustcr 
Bank, Lttl. 10 , 

Commission~ of 
PoUlic '''orb. 3.) 

Munster & Lcinster 
Banlr, Ltd. 1;> 

Irish Public Bodies 
Mutual Insurauces 
Ltd. 1;; 

Munster &. Leinster 
Bank, Ltd. 10 

Munster & Lcinster 
Bank, Ltd. la 

}

Commissioners 'If 
Public 1\'ork.<. 

<..:vmmLIISioners of 
Public Worb. 

l'ommi!"ioncrs uf 
Public \\' orks. 

M1mster & Leinstcr 
BIUlk, Ltd. 

Mllru!ter & Lcifl8ter 
Ballk, Ltd. 

I a 

15 

Uatc 
of 

Interest 

(6) 

3~% 

~1% 

>1% 

Mode of 
Repayment 

whether 
by Annuity 

or 
othend.se 

(7) 

... 
0 

obtained 

GU~G.EGOBI~iTAL HOSPITAL 
Purchase of Addllli adjoining Hospital .. . 
l'urch ... of !ddit)lj ld)oining Hospital .. . 
Xew Laundry oo!llly ... ... .. . 
Atlditio!ll! and .\hill• ... .. . .. . 
Fire Mains, Toni!, I ··· .. . .. . 
Cold Storage . -.1 ll.,..tJou ltoom ... 
Erection of 1110 1 TubereuJar Pntien\8 ... 

Slating and Polll Grangegorman 

Fnruishilll! :S•~· G~an 
Completion of)~ ltr llld Contr•l Pnwr;· 

Station 

(i 
·'li:::"'ttnn.n, aud 

lnd , Ponrane .. . 
... undry works, 

lrr <.:ourt and 

S'l'ATN.ME~T m' L.'WEU'IEDNE ON FOOT OF LOANS 

Balance Due 
at close of 

last 
Year 

19) 

£ s. tl. 

20 I~ 
22 12 

16~ 1 7 
U2U 1~ 7 
1~1 ]:; ~ 
d\lti 7 
911 16 0 

;;1o o o 

34,405 1;; 

14,346 13 •I 

3,400 0 0 

1,029 4 

6,476 13 4 

11,3H 17 11 
78.) !.1 4. 

2,440 () 0 
180 0 0 

3,610 II 0 
1,001 16 0 
6,3;';7 16 1 
J,M7 16 
1,92H lJ 

1;>,1;;; lU 

3,166 13 ·1 

2,6 ~ 6 8 

130,904 6 10 

Instalmeuts 
Ueceived 
during 
Year 

(10) 

£ s. d. 

-------1--------J-------, 
Interest 
Accrued 
during 
period 

(11) 

£ •. d. 

u 9 
ll 8 0 
3 18 ]0 

~ H 1 
3 12 ;; 

:!8 6 7 
;,o 16 111 

17 

1,733 

1i60 16 

]32 0 0 

38 

2;;4. 13 

··~ 14 6 2i 4 10 
13-! II 4 

X 12 10 
200 19 i 
~3 li 2 

361 6 0 
2.;8 16 7 
80 19 10 

1'otal 
both sides 
of Account 

(12) 

£ •. d. 

26 7 
n o 

li2 0 
u.:;M 12 H 
12J 7 11 
;;36 13 10 
962 12 10 

36,139 2 11 

14,007 

3,J32 0 0 

1,067 10 11 

6,731 7 0 

11,673 12 ;; 
812 H 2 

2,1iH 11 4 
188 12 10 

3,810 19 7 
1,;;85 13 2 
6,il9 2 1 
;;,806 13 4 
2,018 J;j 0 

6:!:! 16 6 lJ,!},j,) 16 6 

iSl 1i 1 

123 7 10 

}U;; 1 0 

Instalment of 
Inter<St and 

Principal 
repaid during 

period 

(13) 

£ s. d. 

26 7 
23 0 

172 0 
469 14 

46 4 
90 19 7 

161 12 10 

a87 3 s 

Balance Due 
at close of 
tbi• period 

(14) 

£ •. tl. 

•JSS IS 1 
79 3 10 

41J 14 3 
801 0 0 

2,nH 19 11 33,1~4 3 o 

1,8~0 16 1:!,026 13 4 

;}32 0 0 3,000 0 0 

326 741 4 

7U1 I) 6,030 0 U 

4'g~ ~ 1t 
;;34 11 4 
128 12 10 
660 19 7 
2J7 17 2 
6;;9 1 10 
6.)~ 2 1 
227 4 10 

7,~!~ ~ ! 
2,fl.J.O U IJ 

60 u 0 
3,l;;t) 0 0 
1,327 16 0 
6,0;;9 u a 
;;,HH 11 3 
1,791 10 2 

J,;;o 16 6 12,117 u u 

Loans 
.A.feo. 

folio 

70 
71 
72 
73 
7.i 
;;1 
i»3 

64 

81 

86 

90 

96 

74 
itt 
48 
4U 
,)2 
34 

·~ 61 
26 

UJ 



Qrl 

llt I~,.-IL¥t • l0 tfH" Jblllt 
'IMtl\ttfy wb~Jrb•·-r hlliUA""J nr Jnlt. 

JJuilolln~t, 

J.'umfturo 

u~.tt!~r.,, 1 Total 

-INSURANCES. 

Amount of 
A_nunal 

l'rtmfum 
Numf' of Oftit·t~ iu which the 

lusuran<·t• I~ f"rff'C'rt~d 

Oood• 
'IIIA:\fa!GOllMA.'{ YJRK lNi!URA-'>'CK,.-.--1 ........ ~·-1--- 1 I I I I 

Malt' h'~\'lta.J, tcm. :\I~ t,f.q>Jt-1. Grannonnan .. \mwxf•, 
No.rth llu •lln trulun Aru...~e. !etnporury (•moilen) 
buJldltJII', <·hapell, JUt<! lodge~!, noortuary, wdrk.bopA, 
la undry. ii()Jltil' bouoe, bakery, oo.-mptlve •natorla, 
llltlll billl<lilli!M, n..., nu.....,· bowelllld all other bulldinjts 
ooon .. rt...-1 with tb,)lmtal H08pltlll; theoontenta th...,. 
ur, lnrludlnlt l>Oilcn, elootrlcal and ntb~r mRChinery, 
,goodl '-1 Jtore, live Mtot.t, !"'Oft!Btion hull, clnf<ftlt\ plum, 
and tbtLof> A.M.O'il bOWiflil with 1!8.._, Nth. Clreulnr Rd. 

. POn'l'llA..Sf! Fm~: lNtil'lUNCF.l'l. 
Hollo lulllpltnl, temp<>mrv (wooden) buJIJIIII!>', manor 

h ouae, Agricultural MM"'f"'• boWie, ston>kt"<'por'• 
boUBeH, a. rtlKana' and attf!nfi1Ult4' <·ot~, ('Ot:ttmmptivf' 
aanato-rta, isolation hospitAl a nd laundry, hcnl'~ hotLI.o(', 
(ann bnildlJl!IS and all other bttildlt'l!>' tUld out-<olllc"" ron · 
nected with tho Mentnl H0811il>ll ; the content• theroor, 
lncluclf!l<r boUen1, elootrfoal IUid oth• r mB<binery, milking 
plant, nnd Including goods in 8tore and liYr stock a nfl 
ogricultural produce; farm buildioll'! and 0111 JJ"'d '• 
hoUJo 1\t, ~rurve)" Aveou~, 'l'onlf:J(ce water mNer houM-, 
Broadnwadow pumping statlou, Llti'<'lth BII pumpin::< 
• tattoo and plrlllt; ltoUSCl! Nos. Si>-9~ "M A . .\1 .0'• hou"" 
a nd ll~ad . .\ttNHII\.nt's hou.q,p, Portrunf' L""l!Ht>, t"dtr\.lil inn 
&o Nu~e~' born(' antl cont~nt;, 

.c 

tB,~S;; 

5R1,~~.1 

t £ 

H .;,!!Go DDlt,OD;; 

14l,!l0G 723,4!.10 

£ •. d . 

sn.t 

Trlsb P ub lic llodioa Mut ual 
fll!lur:ottces Lt\1. 

£1, 4 28.~70 1 J:287,21a 1£1,715,55() I.C80( 3 1 

Oineni~tJ->grnph fihm in l't()(·t and tmm~it 
:Wotof troctor, l~Orlnt.lh' . .. 
Vau.xbtt.H towing cnr. !'ortl"hn~ 
Yard t.rm·k towing c-ar, Omugcgonuan 
J'idtllt.y n uanmtf1' \UlltlrtUl('(• ••. ••• ... 
Oo"''"'tuenllallOII<i followiug d()StructJou by Ore, lightning 

o'r explosion. (J mtl~l'f(Omlt\n or Portn.~uc ... 
1\Qil.~.l\ A~U KMiT"Hlm iNU l!"!:H.: li ,\);CI•:S. 
flttAJ!IIGV.UOUM'_AN : .:.\ 1\ tu~ltinl!, tlom~ti<' t\lltl Rtt'l:UU 

boUt•t"i; , i'l~uu <'f)()k inA: 1\pparulu"', r \N•trk'ul 1H1\t~i1H.'K. 
mot-4"""~ ~~~oln rti"'No~ ~wh'dlH, f($if.i;tru\t't:~, refrig(·n_~tor 11lrmt 
1\U•l f\'OitOn\\tlt•f)4 • • • • . • .. . ,, , 

lil\flll• , -~, hlttr.~ 1\\l~,._, hunH·, h\l.;hltHUK :\nl 1Mt1y rl'lk~ 
\'ttkr\\A'M~ : A\\ trotf"• \tl\

4 

\o(\i.\f·f¥. ~lm\•\u("t\ f"tl~itUtt t\n•l 
dyn~nu,... "\'"·'"-''" '"'"~"u'* • l·l•'f>f"dt\Ur.---:'"'"'-k-t.-k•"\ u,.u·l•h:u ... 
a\•i\.4 ..... ,.,.,.",.-., ••\•1'4-.;;·••\u ,,,.._..,.-....\, "-'"-'"'"'' '"'~~ "''''' ,\_.. .. 

35,000 

1 10 0 
2 0 () 

11 11 0 
11 10 0 
27 2 G 

Irish Pnhlic nod ies Mutual 
2U 9 2 1 I lnsuram-cs !Jtd. 

8 

Chief 
Clerk. 

P.rhat '"'end 
bytN'miUl 

V• d IIU~ 
b• re data 

of a.ndit 
Yrl r ended 

~\lft.r. 2V, 19"8. 
Mar. 1'·· 1948. 
Mar. 2r., 1948. 
Mar. 25,1948. 
Jah. 25, 1941. 

MM. 31, 1948. 



CERTIFICATE BY SECRETARY OR CLERK OF CORRECTNESS OF ABSTRACT. 

I certify that the foregoing figures are correctly abstracted from the books and accounts of the Grangegorman 

Dit!Lrict Mental Hospital. 

Dated this day of 19 

SPA;retary Qr Cler.k. 

CERTIFICATE BY LOCAL GOVERlMENT AU,DITQR ,OF C,O.RR~CTNE~S Qf 

AtDSTRACT. 

AUDITO!t'S CERTIFICATE. 

I have audited the books and accounts of the Grangegorman District Mental Hospital ior the 

en~ed the day of • 
1 

. ,, .. . ~ ; . 19 ' , and I hereby certify J~e 

fot:egoing to be a true abstract there(rom. 

. Dat.OO this • day of 19 

~ Govef""n:'»ie)tt Auditor. 



'l'AJIL:I 
lhowiDI the Dai1J Averue number of Patient. Hliclent in the Mental 

BOIPital from each County each Year Iince 1911-12. 

SUBDIVISION OF R08PITAL DISTRICT 
Year ------ Crlm!JU\I Army TOT.U. 

City of County County County J.unatlcs Lun tic! 
Dublin DuLIIn Wlcklow Louth 

·------- --- ----- ---
1911-12 1,915 60"2 2115 3211 45 - 3,1 6 .... 

2117 332 ~6 - 3,24!1 11112-13 .... 1,1159 614 
1913-H .... 1,900 631 288 332 43 - 3,28, 
1914-15 ... 2,021 638 283 345 44 - 3,331 
11115--HI .... 2,00~ 6!9 284 338 Dl - 3,326 
111111-17 .... 1,11117 651 282 335 55 43 3,363 
11117-18 1,981 661 271 939 57 66 3,375 
11118-19 1,968 682 2511 327 51 54 3,341 
1919-20 ... 1,951 676 267 324 7l 32 S,321 
11120-21 .... 1,912 676 273 328 113 - 3,282 
1921-22 .. 1,940 679 269 326 90 - 3,30~ 
1~2-23 .... 1,947 665 2611 332 80 - 3,302 
11123-24 .... 1,998 686 281 343 88 - 3,3116 
11124-25 .... 2,001 703 282 343 4 - 3,413 
11125--26 2,017 719 286 339 2 - 3,442 
111211-27 .. .. 2,025 731 288 33 79 - 3,t61 
11127-2!1 ... 2,029 746 292 341 7 - 3,486 
11128-29 2,060 759 20 339 75 - 3,531 
111211-30 ... 2,183 781 299 331 71 - 3,665 
1930-31 ... 2,217 7116 2116 329 73 - 3,711 
1031-32 2,576 444 310 33~ 75 Xou· 3,739 
11132-33 .... 2,601 461 313 341 77 Histrict 3,793 
1933-34. ... 2,683 4H 322 249 79 1'~>tlents 3,807 
1113'-35 .... 2,718 487 317 I 75 - 3,511 
1935--36 .. 2,715 499 320 - 72 - 3,606 
11136-37 .. 2,726 494 331 - 71 - 3,622 
11137-38 ... 2,700 503 323 - 71 - 3,597 
1938-39 2,737 . 518 324 - 69 3 3,651 
11139-40 2,728 520 314 - 70 10 3,642 
19~41 .... 2,760 516 312 - 66 4 3,658 
1941-42 ... . 2,703 504 306 - 66 7 3,586 
111~2-~3 .... 2,584 474 284 - 62 6 3,410 
1943- H ... 2,501 453 280 - 56 3 3,29:1 
19H-4~ -·-· 2,507 450 272 - 57 4 3,290 
19~5-46 2,531 458 2711 - !)j 8 3,3:11 1946-47 .... 2,;)2i 47i 281 - 53 14 3,3ft2 

I -
htrael from Local Gol'lmmenl Act, l&U, Sec. 79, dealiq wilh the 

APPOBTIOBIIElfT OP EXPEBSES OP lOIBT IIElfTAL HOSPITALS. 
" The expenses of the management and maintenance of the Hospital during 

every half·year ending on the 31st day of March, or the 30th day of Sl'ptembN 
sh~U be defrayed b~ such local a'!thoritlell ~~everally in proportion to the average 
dallY number of pat1ents from the1r respectiw functional area• maintained in the 
Hospital durinll such half-year." 

H..-\LF YEA.ll.LY AVEB.-\GES . 

Half-Year ended 
City of County ronnty Count~· 
Dublin Dublin Wlrklow J,outh TOTAL 

3oth September, 1935 2,713 50! 318 - 3,032 31st March, 11136 . 2,716 498 323 - 3,537 3oth September, 1936 2,723 4113 333 - 3,549 31st March, 1937 .. 2,729 495 321l - :1,55:! 30th September, 1937 2,692 ~97 322 - S,5ll 31st ~larch , 1938 ... 2,7011 508 32~ - 3 ,~1 30th September, 1938 2,739 516 327 - 3,581 31st March, 11139 ... 2,734 521 321 - 3,576 30th September, 11130 2,724 524 816 - 3,564 31st MAreh, 19!0 .... 2,732 516 313 - 3,561 3oth September, 19!0 2,747 614 31~ - 3,57~ 31st March, 11lU .... 2,772 518 310 - 3,600 3oth September, 1941 2,736 508 312 - 3,656 31st March, 19~2 . 2 ,671 501 300 - 3,472 30th September, 19~2 2,607 486 285 - 3,371! 31st March, 1943 ... 2,561 463 2!13 - !1,307 3oth September, 1943 2,501 449 281 - 3,231 3J&t March, 19U ... 2,501 456 279 - 3,236 3oth Septemlwr, 1944 2,50"2 451 269 - 3,222 Slat March, 1945 .... 2,512 Ull 274 - 3,234 3oth September H 11146 2,524 453 281 - 3,268 Slat March, 111 2,537 ,63 278 - 3,278 3oth Septem~ 1946 2,545 476 270 - 3,299 31et March, 1 7 .... 2,;i10 477 283 - 3,270 

10 



AVERAGE COSTS. 

CosT DuRING YEAR 

NATUliE OJ' EXPENDITURE 
Grangegorman Portrane 

£ B. d. £ B. d. 
Food, drink and tobacco ... ... ... 60,6I8 I2 2 55,246 16 8 

Materials for washing or cleansing ... . .. 715 7 6 541 18 2 

Medicines ... ... . .. ... ... 1, 774 18 11 756 12 10 

Heating, lighting and water supply ... ... 37,482 4 2 37,656 7 3 
Clothing and bedding ... ... ... ... 12,036 13 6 9,597 0 4 
Furniture, crockery and hardware ... .. . 1,3I3 4 0 1,467 12 11 .. 
Medical and surgical appliances ... ... 780 0 7 247 3 2 

MAINTENANCE COST ... ... .. . 114,721 010 105,513 11 4 

EsTABLISlnlENT CosT ... ... ... 116,2I4 10 2 81,676 2 6 

TOTAL COST ... ... .. . ... 230,935 11 oj 187,189 13 IO 

DAILY AVERAGE NUMBER L 
OJ' PATIENTS RESIDENTJ 

Grangegorrnan 
Portrane 

TOTAL 

i 
AvERAGE DAILY CosT 

J'OR EACH lNJ<ATE 

Total G'gorrnan Portrane Total 

£ B. d. 

115,865 8 10 

1,257 5 8 

2,531 II 9 

75,138 II 5 

21,633 13 10 

2,T80 16 11 

1,027 3 9 

220,234 12 2 

197,890 12 8 

418,I25 4 IO 

1,860 
1,492 

3,352 

8. 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

6 

d. s. d. 8. d . 

9.43 2 0.35 1 10 . 73 

0.25 0 0.24 0 0 . 25 

0.63 0 0 . 33 0 0 .50 

1. 25 I 4 . 59 1 2 . 74 

4.26 0 4.23 0 4.24 

0.46 0 0.65 0 O.ll4 

0.28 0 0 . 11 0 0.20 

4.56 3 10 .50 3 7.20 

-----
5.08 3 o.oo 3 2.82 

9.64 6 10 .50 6 I0 .02 
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Report No. 44· 
22nd July, 1948 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

JOINT BOARD-ANNUAL MEET! G. 

The annual meeting of the Joint Board was held in the 
Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, on the 
22nd day of July, 1948, Councillor John Breen (Right Ron. 
the Lord Mayor) in the chair. 

The following members were also present :-
City of Dublin Representatives. - Aldermen Robert 

Briscoe, T.D., P.O.; and Alfred Byrne, B.L., T.D., Coun
cillors Cormac Breathnacli, LL.D., T.D.; Thomas Byrne, 
P.C.; Patrick Coghlan, William J. Colman, P.O.; W. P. 
Donohue, Felix Fegan, Frank Foley, Gilbert Hughes, Mrs. 
K. Nix, P.O.; James O'Byrne, Mrs. O'Shea-Leamy, P.C.; 
P. T. O'Reilly, John Smithers, Eugene Timmons, P.C.; 
Mr. John Cahill, Miss K. McDowell. 

County Dublin Representatives.-Mr. H. P. Dockrell, 
Mr. J. Dignam, Miss Ennis, and Miss Kneafsey. 

County Wicklow Represerl!tatives. - Councillors P. P. 
O'Reilly, and C. M. Byrne. 

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 42, of the 17th 
June, 1948) were confirmed and signed. 

ELECTIO OF CHAIRMAN. 
Councillor W. J . Colman proposed, and Councillor Mr . 

O' hea-Leamy seconded, that Councillor Thoma Byrne be 
elected chairman. 
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Councillor Cormac Breathnach proposed and Councillor 
C. M. Byrne, •seconded, that Alderman Robert Briscoe be 
elected chairman. 

On the question being put to th(:l meeting, Councillor 
'l'homas Byrne was d(:lclared (:l]ected by 14 votes to 9. The 
voting was as follows : : -

For Co unciUo,. Thomas By me : -Douncillors 'rhomas 
· Byrne, Patrick Coghlan, \V . J. Colman, W. P. Donohue, 
F. Foley, Mr . O'Shea-Leamy, P. T. O'Reilly, J. Smithers, 
Mr. John Cahill, Miss K. l\IcDowell, Mr. H. P. Dockrell, 
Miss Ennis, Mis Kneafsey, and Councillor P. P. O'Reilly 
-14. 

For Alderman R. Briscoe: -Alderman R. B riscoe, Coun
cillors C. Breathnach, F. Fegan, G. Hughes, Mrs. Nix, J. 
O'Byrne, E. Timmons, 1-ir. J. Dignam, and Councillor C. 
:M. Byrne-9. 

Councillor Thoma Byrne thanked the members for his 
election . 

Councillor John Breen (Right Ron. the Lord Mayor), the 
outgoing chairman returned thanks to the members of the 
Board and it officers for their co-operation during his term 
of office as chairman. 

ELECTIOX OF YlCE-CHAIR~L\.X. 

Ii ·s K. l\IcDowell proposed and Councillor P. P. O'Reilly 
·ebonded , that Councillor Frank Foley be elected vice
chairman. 

Councillor Cormac Breathnach proposed and UounciHor 
'. M. Byme S(:lconded, that .\ltlennan R . Bri coe be elected 

,·icP--chairman. ' 
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On the question being put to the meeting, Councillor 
l<'rank :Foley was declared elected by 15 votes to 8. The 
voting was as follows: -

For Co1mcill01· Frank Foley. - Councillor John Breen 
(Right Ron. the Lord l\Iayor), Councillors T. Byrne, P. 
Coghlan, W. J. Colman, W . P. Donohue, 1!' . :Foley, Mrs. 
O'Shea-Leamy, P. T. O'Reilly, J. Smithers, Mr. John 
Cahill, Miss K. McDowell, Mr. H. P . Dockrell, Miss Ennis, 
Miss Kneafsey, and Councillor P. P . O'Reilly-15. 

For Alderman R. Briscoe.-Alderman R. Briscoe, Coun
cillors C. Breathnach, F . Fegan, Mrs. Nix, J. O'Byrne, E. 
Timmons, Mr. Joseph Dignam, and Councillor C. M . .Byrne 
-8. 

;\PPOI NTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

It was decided unanimously that, in future, visiting 
committees would rbe appointed at each meeting of the 
Board, to hold office until the next succeeding meeting of 
the Board, and that each Visiting Committee would consist 
of the chairman and three other persons. 

The following were appointed unanimously as members 
of the Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committees for 
the ensuing period to the 19th August, date of next meeting 
of the Board :-

GRAXGEGORMAN VrsrTI~G C oMMITTEE: 

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman); 
Alderman Alfred Byrne; 
Councillor Mrs. Nix; 
Councillor P. P . O'Reilly; 
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PoRTRANE V I SITIKG CoMMITTEE: 

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman); 
Councillor W. J. Colman; 
.Councillor F _ Fegan; 
Mr. J ohn Cahill. 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COM IITTEE. 

The following were unanimously appointed members of 
the Agricultural Sub-Committee, to hold office until the 
date of the next annual meeting: 

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman); 
C. M. Byrne; 
P. J. Coghlan; 
John Clarke; 

:\Ir. Joseph Dignam; 
Com1cillor W. P. Donohue; 

Frank Foley; 
P. P. O'Reilly; 
P. T. O'Reilly; 
John Smithers. 

REPOR'r OF INSPEC'l'ION AT GRANGEGORMAN. 
June, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Geraghty and Miss Sharkey, we 
vi ited and inspected up and downstairs Division 23 Female 
Insulin Ward. We found all clean and neat and received 
no complaints from pat_ients. 

2. We visited the Female Kitchen as dinner was going to 
the dining hall. The dinner consisted of soup for some 
patients, roast beef, mince stew, cabbage and potatoes-all 
nicely cooked, but the potatoes were not as good as usual. 

3. The passa,ge leading to the dining hall needs painting 
and washing down badly. 



Joint Board. 207 22nd July, 1948. 

4. In the Laundry we received a complaint from the nurse 
in charge that the heat is very trying, and they are still 
awaiting the installation of an air fan. 

5. The ground at the back of the Nurses' Home where turf 
was kept during the emergency need·s cleaning up. 

6. After lunch we visited the Male Hospital and Divisions, 
accompanied by the Head Male Nurse as Doctors Aird and 
O'Brien were too busy. The hospital patients made no 
complaints. The place was clean and tidy. The Refractory 
Ward needs improving, and we would likl:l, if poBsible, to 
have a Nurse appointed for T.B. and bed patients in top 
wards. 

7. We had complaints from the cook in the Kitchen. He 
finds it difficult to work. We understand the kitchen is to 
be enlarged. 

8. Workshops.-Good work is -being done in the Mattress 
Making Shop. The work is nicely finished, and all are busy 

. at one thing or another. 

9. Gardens .-We visited the Gardens, and think that the 
patient here should be mentioned. He looks )lfter the green
houses, the plants and tomato raising. We think he should 
get consideration-even praise would be appreciated. 

10. We thank Dr. Geraghty, Miss Sharkey and the Head 
l\fale Nurse for the assistance they gave us during our 
inspection. 

LILLIE O'SBEA-LEAJ\IY, 

THoMAS BYRNE. 

Order. See Manager's Report of this date. 
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REPORT O:F' IKSPBCTIO~ AT PORTRANE. 

8th June, 1948. 

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit, for the con
sideration of the Board , the undermentioned Report of our 
visit to the above on Tuesday, 8th June, 1948. 

1. \Ve started our visit immediately after arrival at the 
Hospital at 12.45 p.m., accompanied by the Branch R.M.S. 

2. The Main Kitchen was visited and found to be well 
kept, bright and in clean condition. The Scullery attached 
to same could do with painting. The interior of the meat 
safe attached to this Kitchen could also do with painting. 

3. When we arrived at the Main Dining H all, the male 
patients were just finishing dinner which appeared to be 
appetising, plentiful and well served; there were no com
plaints. The patients appeared to be pretty quiet. 

4. \Ye then visited the Meat Store and Refrigerator, and 
found everything there in splendid condition, both in regard 
to the meat stored therein, and the bright airy cleanliness 
of thi unit. 

5. We then visited the Male Wards and found all very 
bright, clean and airy, and the patients very quiet. There 
were no complaints. 

6. Proceeding through the other male divisions we like
wi e found each \Yard and Recreation Room in a very bright 
and clean condition and the patients on the whole very 
quiet. There were no complaints. 

1. We were hown the room all otted for the new Library 
for the Hospital, and we consid ered that it was situated in 
a very good position, and we were informed ~nd noted with 
plea ure ·that the Dublin County Council had agreed to 
provide a regular Library Service. We were also told thtlt 
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the sen·ice would be in operation on the lOth June, 1948. 

We con ider thi innoYa tion will prove a great boon to the 

patients who indulge in reading as a form of recreation. 

8. We visited the Protestant Chapel and noted that it 

was, as usual , maintained in a splendid and impressive con

dition. From what Doctor Blake informed us, as to the 

interest of certain patients in the operation of working the 

manual blower or bellows of the organ in this Chapel, we 

respectfully suggest that a former proposal to operate this 

mechanism by an electric motor should not be proceeded 
with. 

9. We then visited the Bakery, and here again we were 
struck with the fact that the unavoidable high temperature 

of the Bakehouse must have a deteriorating effect on the 

flour stored in the loft which opens out into the Bakehouse, 

thus exposing the stored flour to the extremely high tem

perature referred to. 'vVe feel that this condition of affairs 

could be easily and effectively remedied by extending the 

platform now standing under the Bakery Hoist, back into 

the flank wall (opposite) of the Stores, and utilising that 

section of the Stores Floor, immediately behind that wall, 

to store the flour in. A door ope could be broken into the 

Stores Wall at the point where the extended platform con

tacted it, and the floor inside (where we now suggest the 

flour could be stored away from that high temperature) 

could be partitioned off from the rest of the Store. This 

would then mean that the full requirements of flour to be 

keJ>t in stock coul d be just as easily stored and hoi ted on 

to this ection of the Stores floor, and the flour would not 

~ave the tendency to become affected .by the heat, which 

m turn must have a distinct effect on the quality and taste 

of the bread produced. 
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10. We next visited the Stores and found that so far the 
helves and bins which we were told were in the course of 

being installed there, on our last visit, had not so far been 
fixed up on the main floor, under the balconies of this 
Store. Likewise, the new electric light points which were 
to have been installed under the balconies were still missing. 
As we understand there is a plentiful supply of timber now 
available in the city, we would recommend that these 
shelves and bins would be installed with as little further 
delay as possible, in order that the 'Storekeeper may be en
abled to have his stocks and stores properly housed and 
segregated. 

11. In the Tailor's Shop we saw the patients busily en
gaged in various ways, on the products of this shop. The 
patients seemed to be contented and there were no com
plaints. 

12. We found the Boot Making and Repairing Shop like
wise busy, the patients working away at their various tasks 
and all very quiet. There were no complaints here. It was 
noticed that a new finishing machine was out of action 
pending the instalment of a suitable Direct Current Starter 

• for the electric motor attached to same. We understand 
that efforts were being made to obtain a suitable starter, and 
this prompts us to respectfully suggest that there might b~ 
a possibility of the Electricity Supply B oard having some 
such suitable type in their Dublin Stores, say, from stocks 
of uch fittings dismantled and taken over from the old 
Direct Current Areas of Pembroke and Rathmines. 

13. \Ye then visited the l\Iale Therapy Workshop and 
found the patient very quiet, working away at various 
hobbies, and producing, as usual, attractive and useful 
articles. There were no complaints . 
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14. In the W eaYing Shop the patients were busy at the 
Looms-producing quantities of useful cloth. They all 
appeared to be contented. We noticed that the mills were 
still supplying the usual brown ' and dull grey material for 
the looms. 

15. The Carpenter's Shop wa busily engaged on repairing 
and making various articles of furniture, etc. The patients 
here also were very quiet. There were no complaints. 

16. The Mattress Making and Repair Shop occupants were 
also busily engaged on the useful work carried out here. The 
patients all seemed to be conteuted. 'rhere were no com
plaints. 

17. A patient, P.R., in these shops seemed to be con
cerned over not hearing from his sister, and asked that his 
sister be requested to come and see him, with the objoot of 
taking him home-if the Board permitted. 

18. We visited the '.)Iale Bowling Green, and in our 
opinion, this Green appeared to be in good condition, except 
for some small patches near one side where grass was not 
evidently growing. We would like a report on the matter of 
these two Bowling Greens, in the male and female side, and 
especially in connection with reasons for seeking outside 
supervision in the care of these greens, and to what extent 
nny improvement has been made in them since. 

19. Seeing a· stain in the upper portion of one of the wall 
of o ~1al e Dormitory, we concluded that thi di colouration, 
etc . , arose from a leak in roof at the point overhead. \Vith 
guidance from the Branch R.M. . , we got on to the roof 
immediately over this ection of that dormitory, and, in our 
opinion, while the gutters were clean, and appeared to have 
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a proper fall, yet, in one of these valley gutters we noticed 
a break at a point where the gutter dipped and overlapped 
with the next section. \Ve respectfully suggest that this 
section· of the gutter be again examined, and if the crack is 
there, as we believe it is, that steps be taken to have it 
repaired. 

20. We inspected the Fire Brigade Station, and found it 
very olean, tidy, and everything apparently in proper order 
and condition. 

21. The Visitors' Reception Room was vi ited and found 
to be in a very clean, tidy condition. \Ye noted that the 
notices referring to the rights of patients were prominently 
and effectively displayed. 

22. All passageways, stairways, wards, recreation rooms, 
kitchen , etc., which we passed through in the course of our 
in pection were found to be maintained in a very clean, tidy 
nnd fresh condition. 

23. Painters were busily working on the walls of the main 
pa sn11ewny of the building. 

24. The grounds which we traversed in the course of our 
vi it were likewise found to be splendidly maintained in 
every way, mo t e pecially in that portion leading from the 
;.[ain Entrance to the Gate . 

25. The Canteen ;lppenred to be well stocked and wa 
maintained , ns u Hal, in the efficient and effective manner 
hy the patient in charge. 

26. We were unable to visit the Power Station, the saw 
mill , or the gardens, and some of the outside male sections, 
becau e the time at our disposal did not permit of doing 
same. 
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We desire to extend to Dr. Blake, and the other members 
of the Staff whom we contacted during the cour e of our 
visit, our deep appreciation of the courtesy and attention 

extended to us by one and all. 
JOHN SMITHERS. 

FRANK FOLEY. 

Order. Received late. Cons ideration deferred to next 

meeting. 

REPORT OF INSPECTIOK .\T PORTRA 'E. 
19th July , 1948. 

1. We visited Portrane on Monday, 19th inst., and a.ccom· 
panied by Dr. O'Sullivan, the Acting R.M.S., we inspected 

part of the institution. 
Dinner was being served to the female patient when we 

arrived at the Dining Hall, where we were joined by Dr. 
Harte. The patients appeared to enjoy the meal which 
consisted of soup, boiled beef and vegetables. We were 
impressed by the exped·itious manner in which the meal was 
served by the Staff to the 600 female patients. 

2. After leavina the Dinina Hall we observed a rat scurry· 
. 0 0 . 

mg across the :floor of an adjoining scullery, and on enqmry 
we were informed that from time to time steps have to be 
taken to deal with rat infestation . Should there be any 
difficulty in dealing with the menace of rats in the 
In titution, we think that the service of the Corporation 
Public H ea lth Department ~;hould be ava iled of a we under· 
stand that ~orne officials in that department have lately 
returned from England, after undergoing a cour e of the 

late t methods of eLiminating thi pe t. 
3. Earlier we visited the Male Ho pital, including the 
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T.B . Section . H ere we observed that the Ward is in need 
of re-decoration, and we trust that this will be carried out. 

4. Visiting the Workshops we noticed that a finishing 
machine in the Boot :J;tepairing Department is out of com
mis ion, due to a defective starter, and consequently the 
work is being held up. We would urge that special effort be 
made t<> secure a starter for this machine . \Ve learned that 
new stakes and sockets for use on the benches have been 
on order for many months, and we suggest that another 
effort be made to secure them. 

5. Tn the Occupational Therapy Department, under the 
charge of Attendant B uckley, we learned that due to the 
difficulty in securing pitch, the making of brooms and 
brushes is being held up . We understand that a quantity 
of African B ass has arrived, and we think that enquiries 
should be made to secure pitch to enable this work to be 
re umed. 

6. We learned with interest that rubber mats which are 
used in the Institution are repaired in this department, and 
that during the Emergency rub'ber from old motor tyres 
was used in this work. Material for this type of work is, 
we understand, <Still scarce, and we think that steps should 
be taken to secure an adequate supply.' Likewise, . we think 
that efforts should be made to secure a better variety of 
yaorns for the making of cloth in the Tailoring Department 
as we under tand that deliYeries from the mills are confined 
to one or two dark colours. 

7. In the cour e of our Inspection we were approached by 
some patient anxious to be discharged, but after discussing 
their case with Dr. O'Sullivan, we are satisfied that , when 
their condition warrants, their representations will be favour
nbly considered. 
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8. ln conclu ion, we wish to record our appreciation of the 
• splendid way in which Portraue is kept. The various Wards, 

Dormitories, etc., which we passed through were spotlessly 
clean. The grounds also are very well cultivated, and 
present a pleasing aspect. We also wish to thank Drs. 
O'Sullivan and Harte, and the various members of the 
staff whom we met for their courtesy and kindness during 
our visit. 

EuGENE TIMMONS, 

JosEPH DIGNAM,' P.C. 
Orcle1'. Received late. Consideration deferred to next 

meeting. 

AUDITOR'S REPORT AND ABSTRACT OF AOCOUNT. 

The Report of Mr. J. E. Curran, Local Government 
Auditor, on his audit of the Joint Board's Accounts for the 
financial year ended 31st March, 1947, and Abstract of 
Accounts for that year were submitted and noted. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 
15th July, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's 

Hospitals on 14th instant was: 
Males. Females. Total. 

Grange gorman 708 1166 1874 

Portrane 828 664 1492 

1536 1830 3366 

·as compared with:-
14th July, 1947 ... 1485 1815 3300 

14th .July, 1946 ... 153.3 1839 3374 

14th July, 1945 ... 1510 1813 3323 

14th July, 1944 ... 1495 1796 3291 
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this year's number being 66 more than on the corresponding date la t year and 75 more than on the corresponding date iu 1944. 

2. Since 15th ultimo 28 male and 30 female patients were admitted-total, 58. · Forty-seven of these were chargeable patients, 9 being temporary, 7 voluntary and 31 persons of Unsound Mind . Eight private patients were admitted, of whom 3 are temporary,· 4 voluntary and one a Person of Unsound Mind. Two of the voluntary private patients are non-district cases. Two patients were admitted on the Order of the Minister for Justice, and one on the Order of the President of the High Court. 
3. The general condition of the Hospitals and the health of the patients is reported 'by the Chief R.M.S. and the Branch R.M.S. to be satisfactory. There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst patients during the past month. There were three cases of mumps and one of German measles in Portrane amongst the nursing staffs. 
4. i()n the 12th June male patient J.A.Y. (42263), aged 65 year , wa operated on for right inguinal hernia. There were no complications and the patient was making satisfactory recovery until the 18th June, when he became unconscious and died within a quarter of an hour. The Coroner .was notified, but did not deem an inquest necessary, and death ha been certified to be due to pulmonary embolism and cardiac failure. 

5. Accidents to Patients (Grangegorman). - At about 10.30 n.m. on the 3rd June, male patient G. K. (33559) was struck on the no e with a boot by another patient, causing a small ab"ra ion. The patient had a slight nasal hremorrhage which continued for some days, and on the advice of a Visiting Surgeon, who was called in to treat him, the patient was 
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transferred to St. Laurence 's Hospital on the 12th June, 
where he wa · detained until the 18th. The Chief R.M. S. 
report that the patient re pons~ble for the injury had not 
previously manifested any impulsive symptoms. 

On the 2nd instant female patietlt M.G. (42682) slipped 
and fell in the corridor of No. 17 Division, putting her left 
arm through a pane of glas in the door. She sustained two 
long superficial cuts which nece sitatecl the insertion of nine 
stitches. The patient is progressing satisfactorily. 

The Chief R.M.S. a ures me that no blame attaches to 
any member of the Staff in connection with these accidents, 
which have been duly reported to the ~Iinister for Health. 

6. :Xo serious accidents to patients in Portrane are re

ported during the past month. 
7. On the 19th ultimo male patient G.O'M. (43381) and 

J ·B. ( 42558), both liberty patients, were found to be 
missing. The usual steps were taken to effect their recap
ture, but they were not brought back to the Hospital until 
the 21st June, after they ha"d gone to Kilmainharn Garda 
Station and reported themselves as having escaped from 
Grangegorman. The escapes have been reported to thE 

Minister for Health. 
8. On the 6th June liberty patient A. H. (266) failed to 

turn up at dinner time and he was not located until two 
days later, when the Branch R.M.S. received a mes age 
from the Belfast Police to say that they had detained him. 
Arrangements were made with the Belfast Police to take 
the patient to the Border north of Dundalk where he was 
met by two male nurses and brought back to Portr&ne. 
The circumstances of the escape and recapture have been 
reported to the Minister for Health, and I have autbori ed 
payment of £1 10 . lld. expense incurred by the Royal 
Ulster Con tabulary in bringing the patient to the Border. 
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9. Accidents to Staff, Gmngegorman.-Female Attendant :JI. M. T., slipped and fell in the Hospital Grounds on the 27th ultimo, and injured her knee. She was X-rayed in St. Laurence's Hospital, and resumed duty on the 8th instant. Nurse A. It. twisted her ankle playing camogie in the Hospital Grounds on the 29th ultimo, and was off duty for 
two days. 

urse M. H. was passing through a doorway in No. 22 Division Kitchen on the 16th ultimo, with a carving knife in her hand, whe~ the door banged back and struck the knife against the right side of her face. Two stitches were inserted by the Medical Officer on duty, and the nurse wa off duty until the 1st instant. 
10. No serious accidents to Staff in Portrane are reported during the past month . 
11. Male patient No. 226 was admitted to Grangegorman on the 21st May, 1947 , as a person of Unsound Mind and a Chargeable Patient. On the 24th ultimo, the Chief R.M.S. received a letter from an Inspector of the Garda Siochana stating that a warrant for the patient's arrest had been issued by a District Justice, and it was proposed to execute the warrant on the 30th ultimo. On receipt of this letter the Chief R.M.S. wrote to the Inspector enclosing a certificate which stated that the patient was suffering from melancholia, that he had submitted to a course of treatment which resulted in considerable improvement in his mental condition , but that the improvement was not sufficient in the opinion of the Chief R.M. S. to allow him properly to conduct his defence. A copy of this letter and a copy of ~he certificate were sent to the Inspector of .Mental Hospitals. De pite the Chief R.M. . 's letter to the Inspector, an e cart arrived at Grangegorman on the 1st instant to collect 



Joint Board. 219 22nd July, 1948. 

the patient. After con ultation with the Board's Law 
Adviser and Senior Counsel, it was decided to hand over 
the patient to the e cort, but when doing so the Chief 
R.M. S. gave to the officer in charge of the escort a state
ment to the effect that the patient was suffering from 
melancholia with suicidal tendencies, that he was not, in 
the opinion of the Chief R.M.S., capable of conducting his 
defence, that be was likely to seek any opportunity of ending 
his life, and that at no time should the patient be left with
out close observation whether by day or night. 

The removal of the patient was reported by the Chief 
R.>M.S. to the Inspector of Mental Hospitals. 

12, In connection with the Report of Inspection at 
Gmngegorman carried out ·by Councillors Mrs. O'Shea
Leamy and Thomas Byrne last month:-

't 

Par. 3.-As already reported, this passage will be 
attended to during the re-decoration of the general 
Diningball this year. 

Pa1•. 4.- As already reported difficulty is being experi
enced in procuring suitable fans, but the installation of 
fans is being provided for in a scheme prepared by the 
Architect for the rewiring of the Laundry. 

Par. 5.- The Cierk of Works and the Gardener are 
submitting proposals for the improvement of the v.ooant 
space at the back of the Nurses' Home, where turf 
was stored during the emergency, and it is expected 
that the work of improvement will 1be put in hands 
towards the end of the year. 

Pa1·. 7.- Plans for the enlargement of the steamer
house in the male department General Kitchen have 
been approved by the Minister for Health, and tenders 
for the work will be in'(ited shortly. 
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13. With regard to the Report of Inspection at Portrane 
carried out on the 8th ultimo: -

Par 2.-A s~eet is not provided for any Division, 
except on fast days, and then only when fruit is in 
season. Patients are supplied with tapioca, cornflour, 
etc., as a medical extra when ordered by the doctor. 

Par 3.- 'l'he Gramophone in Ko. 7 Division has been 
repaired, but the patients will not have it back. A 
wireless set will be provided in its place. 

Par. 4.-Special gates have been ordered in an effort 
to improve the Yentilation of the corridor mentioned, 
but they have not yet been supplied by the contractor. 
The B ranch RM. S. does not advise the peeling of all 
potat,oes. He states that a large number of patients 
prefer them unpeeled, and that those patients who are 
inclined to eat the potato skins are served with peeled 
potatoes. 

Par. 5.-When the supply of fresh milk from Portrane 
is short of the Hospital's requirements powdered milk 
is substituted in making cocoa· and milk puddings for 
the patients. Powdered milk is only used in this 
manner, and it is not given to the patients as a drink. 
Since the date of the Inspection Report additional 
milch cows have been purchased, and the supply of 
fre h milk from the farm has almost reached full re· 
quirements. 

Par. 6.-A urn is provided in the annual estimate 
for electric hot plates for male and female No. 7 
Divi ions, and the Chief Engineer is endeavouring to 
obtain them now. 

Par 7.-The question of issuing cigarettes to working 
patients is dealt with specially hereunder. 
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Par. 8.-The Branch R.:\1.8. agrees that the Annual 
Excursion for patienLs should be resumed. He will 
make the nece sary arrangements provided transport 
can be obtained. 

Par. 9.-Supplies of materials for the 'l'herapy Depart
ment are now more plentiful, and this matter is in 
hands. 

Par. 10.-The Branch R.M.S. reports that sufficient 
suita;ble patients for Laundry Work have not been 
available for some years past. 

Par ll.-At the time of inspection the heating calori
fier in the Nurses' Home was dismantled for repairs
which were completed in a few days. 

14. On consideration o£ the Report of I nspection at 
Grangegorman carried out on the 14th May by Councillor 
Eugene Timmons and Mr. Joseph Dignam, the Board 
ordered that details of the cost of supplying cigarettes to 
female working patients in Grangegorman and Portrane 
should be submitted . I have now to report that the cost of 
extending the present issue of cigarettes (seven cigarettes 
per person per week approximately) to the 753 female work
ing patients in Grangegorman and Portrane would be £727 
per annum. Cigarettes at the rate mentioned are already 
is ued to the female patients working in the Laundry, 
Workrooms and Occupational Therapy Department in 
Grangegorman only, at a co t of £151 per annum, which is 
recovered from the Canteen Account. The net cost of ex
tending the issue of cigarette to all female working patient 
would, therefore, be £576. The Canteen Account would not 
be able to bear this additional cost. 
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15. Dr. Blake, 1\ruuch R1\I. S., Portra11e , is on annual leave from the 9th to the 30th July, iuclu ive, during which 
period Dr. D . J. O'Sullivan will act a his Deputy. 

16. 'rhe Board's Architect reports that the prices obtained for the central beating installation, sanitary fittings and electrical installation for the new T.B. Pavilions at Grangegorman amount to £450 more than the P.·C. sums provided ' for in the contract. On his reco1nmendation I have author· 
ised the additional expenditure involved. 

Application has been made to. the Minister for Health for a further instalment of the grant from the Hospitals Trust 
Fund in connection with the contract for erecting the T.B. Pavilions. The work is to be financed as. follows:-

Est~ated cost of work: 
~Contract sum of £12,422 lOs. 8d.) ... 
To be financed by way of loan already 

authorised 
'l'o be financed by grant from Hospitals 

Tru t Fund ( 40%) 

Amount of contract sum already certi
fied by Architect, less retention 
money 

Incidental expenses 

Total 
Instalment of grant already received 
Further instalment applied for 

£ s. 
15,000 0 

9,000 0 

6,000 0 

5,500 0 
821 10 

.£6,321 10 

2 ,800 0 
2 ,700 0 

d. 
0 

0 

0 

0 
8 

8 ' 

0 
0 

£5,500 0 0 
17 · .\ t the meeting on the 15th July last, the Boarcl approved a design ubmitted by the Architect for new altars 
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for the Catholic Church at Grungegorman. At the sugges
tion of the Catholic Chaplain the drawings were submitted 
to the Archbishop of Dublin for his views as to their suit
ability. The Archbishop indicated certain alterations which 
were necessary in order to make the altars correct liturgic
ally, and he suggested that a more simple design might be 
more suitable. Mr. Vincent Kelly has, accordingly, prepared 
two further designs which I am submitting. These have 
also been submitted to the .\rcbbishop who has expressed a 
preference for the design marked " A." If the Board ap
proves of this design it will be necessary to submit it, and 
the Architect's specification for the :\finister's approval. 

18. Followin"g representations made to the Department of 
Industry and Commerce by the chairman at an interview 
on the 1st June, the Department has now advised me that 
the Minister has authorised the purchase of 16,000 gallons 
of heavy fuel oil for Grangegorman during the current month 
and further purchases at this rate, subject to there being no 
deterioration in the supply position. The oil burning plant 
will be put into commission within the next 10 days, and 
the Clerk of Works will report at the end of two months on 
the results obtained from using fuel oil. 

19. At the request of the Resident Medical Superintendent 
of Vergemount Fever Hospital, I agreed to carry out in the 
Laundry at Grangegorman the essential laundry work for 
that ho pita] during the period when the commercial laun
dries would be closed for holidav . After one week ' work 
had been completed the R.' f. .. informed me that they had 
ucceeded in gettina their own laundry into operation , and 

the arrangement wa~ discontinued. The Dublin Corporation 
will pay the Board for the "laundry work done. 
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20. Tenders were invited for farm machinery for Portrane 
on the 9th June, and on the re'commendation of the Agri
cultural Manager I have accepted the following, being the 
lowest tenders received in each case-viz. :-

William A. Barrett, Threshing Mill 
William A. Barrett, Self-Binding Straw 

Baling Press 

T. Lenehan & Co., Tractor Mower 

Frank Taylor, Three-ton Tractor Trailer 

Autocars, Ltd., Ford on Tractor and Two-
Furrow Plough 

£ s. 

820 0 

500 0 

76 0 

100 0 

411 10 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The Board on the 18th March 'last, on the recommendation 
of the Agricultural Sub-Committee, approved of the raising 
of a loan of £4,500 for improvements of a capital nature on 
the farms at Portrane, which included the purchase of a 
Threshing Mill and Baling Press . The sanction of the 
:\Iinister for Local Government to the raising of this loan 
is awaited. In the meantime it has been necessary to 
proceed with the purchase of these implements which are 
required .dming the present season. 

21. The following tenders for general supplies were ac
cepted on the 24th ultimo:-

Carton Bro.•. Ltd. 

Three months 
1~t July to 

30th Sept., 1!)48. 

Corresponding 
price 1~t April to 
30th Sept., HJ~7 

Best S{'lc tctl fresh hen eggs 36s. llrl. per 120. 28s. 6d. per 120. 

M. & P. Hanlon Ltd. 
Chicken.'! 3s. Gd. per lb. 3s. 6d. per lb. 
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111ichaol Byrt.e. 
Pork sausages ... Is. 9d. per lb. Is. ld. per lb. 

The lowest tenders were accepted in each case, except for 
pork ausages. One other tender was received for pork 
ausages at ls. 8d. per lb. This tender specified a meat 

content of 75%, but on analysis was found to have a meat 
content of 58% only. Byrne's tender did not specify the 
meat content, but stated that the sausages would be of the 
same quality a supplied before. The sausages supplied by 
this contractor for the last three contract periods have been 
extremely satisfactory and were reported to be superior to 
those offered by the contractor who tendered at l s. 8d. per 
lb. 

22. On the recommendation of the Clerk of \Vorks, I have 
authorised the purchase from the School Meals Section, 
Dublin Corporation, of a small Potato Peeler at a cost of 
£35 3s. This was needed to replace a machine in the Female 
Kitchen at Grangegorman which had been out of commission 
for a long period, and for which it had been found impossible 
to obtain parts for its repair. 

23. I reported last month to the Board that it had been 
impossible to arrange the re-surfacing of the estate roadways 
at Portrane, owing to the difficulty of obtaining material · 
Our difficulties were explained to the County Commissioner, 
Dublin County Council, who has now agreed to carry out the 
wor~ of repairing the roadways at the end of the Counci~'s 
tarrmg season. I have conveved to the County Commis
sioner the Board's thanks for his co-operation in this matter. 

24. On the 18th March la t the Board adopted a recom
mendation from the Agricultural Sub-Committee prote ting 
against the suggestion of the :\Iini ter for Health that tbe 
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Board should bear the cost of the stamp duty on the deed 
of transfer of Santry Court E tate, and requesting that, 
having regard to the circumstances under which the estate 
was acquired by the Minister and subsequently returned to 
the Board, any duty which might arise from this transaction 
should be borne by the State. This resolution was conveyed 
to the Department of Health on the 22nd March last, and 
I have now received a reply stating that the Minister is not 
disposed to alter the decision already conveyed in this 
matter. 

25. The following resolution adopted by the Agricultural 
Sub-Committee on the 25th Mar.ch last, and approved by the 
Board on the 15th April last, was conveyed to the Depart
ment of Health on the 1st and 19th April:-

" That the Minister for Health be informed that, in the 
opinion of this Committee, the application of the 
Federation of Rural Workers for a minimum basic rate 
of £4 a week for farm workers employed by the Joint 
Board hould receive favourable consideration, and 
asked for an indication of his views on the matter." 

On the 30th June I was advised by the Department of Health 
that the l\Iinister felt that under present circumstances the 
rates of remuneration of the farm workers referred to could 
not be regarded as inadequate, and in the circumstances the 
Minister was not prepared to agree to the increase proposed 
in their remuneration. 

26. T nm ubmitting a Circular Letter, dated 2nd July, 
fl·om the Department of Health advisino that the estimate 
of the Board' expenditure submitted for the purposes of 
the Health Service Grant hns been provisionally accepted, 
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subject to deletion of a sum of £6,250 provided ·by the 
Board for increases in the pay of the N"ursing Staff, which 
had not up to that date been approved. Approval has since 
been received to the grant of these increases, and it is 
assumed that the estimate for the purposes of the Grant 
will be adjusted accordingly. 

The Circular Letter directs that the estimate as provision
ally accepted should be regarded as the maximum amount 
upon which the Grant payable to the contributing authorities 
in respect of the Board's expenditure for the year 1948/49 
will be based unless the prior approval of the :.1inister is 
sought by the Board and duly obtained. 

Copies of the Circular have been sent to the Board's con-

tributing authorities. 
27. I have accepted the resignation of the Rev. G. M. 

Bryson, Methodist Chaplain to Grangegorman, who has 
been appointed to another position, and, subject to the 
sanction of the Minister, I have appointed the Rev. Alfred 
Collins as Chaplain, who succeeds the Rev. Mr. Bryson at 

the Abbey Methodist Church. 
28. On the application of the representatives of the 

Nursing. Staff, it was agreed, subject to the Board author
ising the additional expenditure involved, to provide female 
nurses with a woollen cardigan as an addition to the existing 
clothing allowance . . The Minister for Health has approved 
of the issue of a Cardigan once every four years, and I would 
ask the Board to authorise the additional expenditure of 
£450 for the first issue of these Cardigans in the current 
year, for which provision has not been made in the official 

E timate and Demand . . 
JOHN P. KEA~E. 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO JOI T 
BOARD . 

22nd July, 1948. 
29. I reg1·et to report the death at Grangegorman on 11th ins tan£ of male patient M.S. 836. At about 6.45 a.m. on l Oth instant, the Male Nurse on duty in Dormitory No. 6 beard a nois-e, and found the patient lying on the floor in what appeared to be an epileptic :fit. The patient was removed to the Hospital, where he was attended by the Medical Officer on duty. His immediate condition did not suggest serious injury, but at 10.30 a.m. the patient bad a vomiting 

attack, and a Visiting Surgeon was called in to attend him. He was kept under close observation and showed general improvement during the afternoon, but at 3 a.m. be took a turn for the worse and died. The post rn01·tem examination was carried out by the Pathologist, which revealed that the patient was suffering from dislocation of the bones of the kull , which could only be caused by violence-such as his head coming forcibly in contact with the floor or the wall. The facts were reported to the Coroner, and an inquest was held at Grangegorman on 13th instant. The Coroner's jury returned the verdict that the patient died from shock and hremorrhage following injuries sustained when be struck his head against the wall of Dormitory No.6 on lOth July, 1948. The jury found that no blame attached to the Medical or .\ttenchlnt Staffs of the Hospital. 
The facts have been reported to the Minister for H ealth. 

30. At a meeting of a Special Sub-Committee of the Board held on 1st June, 1948 the followina members were ap-, . 0 
pointed to interview tbe ·officers of the Department of Health 
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in connection with the proposals submitted for a revision of 
the salary scales of the AdministratiYe, .Clerical and Stores 
Staff of the Board- viz., Councillors John Breen, Thomas 
Byrne, Frank Foley, and Mrs . Nix. I have now been re
quested by the Department of H ealth to arrange a time and 

date for the reception of the deputation. 

-31. At the meeting held on 17th June last, the Board 
requested a report as to the large number of Grangegorman 
candidates who failed in the examination held by the 
General Nur ing Council of I reland in May. The failures 
were mainly among the female candidates who sat for the 

Preliminary Examination- 26 candidates out of 35 !ailed . 

All candidates for appointment as student nurses are re
quired to pass a qualifying examination before employment, 
the standard of which corresponds to ~ational School 7th 
Standard. This represent the minimum standard necessary 
to obtain student nurses who might be expected to benefi t 
from the instruction given by the H ospital's Officers in the 
course of training and in preparation for the examinations of 
the General Tursing Council. Some years ago the number of 
applicant for employment was such that it was possible to 
exercise a special selection of the applicant , so that only 
those who appeared p articularly suitable were called for the 
qualifying examination. I n recent years the falling-off in 
the number of candidates bas had the re ult that all those 
who applied and were qualified as regards age and height 
were examined, and in con equence a con iderable propor
tion of those employed hnd only the minimum educational 

qualification. 

_-\t present the number of applications received i orne
what more than the demand for new tudent uur es , and it 
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will be possible to exercise a greater measure of selection. 
The Minister for H ealth has also approved of the appoint
ment of a Sister Tutor , and the standard of the candidates 
for employment will be kept continuously under review. 

0 rd ers made thereon: -

JOHN P. KEANE , 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Par ll.-The Board is seriously concerned at the removal 
of this patient, in Yiew of the opinion given by the Chief 
R.~I. ., as to his mental condition, and directs that the 
Minister for Health ·be asked what action he proposes to take 
in the matter. 

Par. 13 (2) A further Report to be submitted as to the 
need for and the cost of supplying a sweet to all patient in 
the Board's Hospitnls imilar to those in DiYision No. 3 at 
Portrane. 

Par. 13 (4) Plates to be provided for potato peelings. 

Par. 13 (10). Further enquiries to be made as to the 
adequacy of the number of workers in the Laundry at 
P01·trane. 

Par. 14. Proposed bY Councillor E. Timmons and seconded 
by ~\fr. J. Dignam: . 

" That , purst}Unt to the provisions of Section 25 of the 
County Management Act, 1940, the Manager be author
i. eel to incur liabilities to an amount not exceeding £576 
in excess of the amount of the official Estimate and 
Demand for 1948/ 49, for the purposes of defraying 
excess expenditure to be incurred in supplying cigarettes 
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at the mte of 7 per person per week to all female work
ing patient in Graugegormun and Portrane." 

Passed unanimously. 

Par. 17. ~\.rchitect's Drawing " A." for new Altars, ap
proved. 

Par. 24. Further representations to be made to the 
Minister. 

Par. 25. Referred back to .1gricultural Sub-Committee. 

Par. 26. The Board protests at the delay in approving the 
increase in remuneration of the ::\ur ing Staffs, the addi
tional expenditure in respect of which was authorised at the 
Board Meeting last month. 

Par. 28. Proposed by Councillor W. J. Colman, and 
seconded by Miss Ennis:-

" That pursuant to the provisions of Section 25 of the 
County Management Act, 1940, the Manager be author
ised to incur liabilities to an amount not exceeding £450 
in -excess of the amount of the official Estimate and 
Demand for 1948/ 49, for the purposes of defraying 
excess expenditure to be incurred in the provision of a 
woollen cardigan for each member of the Female 
Nursing Staff as proposed." 

As an amendment, Miss K. McDowell proposed, and 
Councillor J. Smithers seconded : 

" That the Manager be authorised to expend an addional 
sum of £900 in the current financial year for the pro
vision of two woollen cardigans for each member of the 
Femal-e ursing Staff." 

The amendment was put to the meeting, and was defeated 
by 10 votes against, to 6 votes for. 
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The re. olution was then put to the meeting aud was de· 
clured carried by 10 votes for and 6 against. Those voting 
for the motion being: Alderman R. Briscoe, Councillor C. 
Breathnach, Mr. John Cahill, Councillor ·w. J . Colman, 
Mr. Joseph Dignam, Miss Mary Ennis, Councillor G. 
Hughes, Miss Kneafsey; Councillors P. T. O'Reilly, and E. 
Timmons. Against: Alderman A. Byrne, Councillors P. J. 
Coghlan and F. Foley, Miss K. McDowell, Councillors P. P. 
O'Reilly and J. Smithers. 

Par. 30. Appointment to be arranged with Department of 
H ealth and members of the deputation. 

NOTICE OF MOTION. 
In accordance with notice, Alderman Robert Briscoe 

moved: -

'' That, in view of the number of members of the 
Oireachtas who are members of the Graugegorman 
Mental Hospital Board, and who e public duties require 
their presence in D9.il Eireann on the days on which 
meetings of the Board are ordinarily held, meetings of 
the B oard, in future be held on Mondays or Fridays." 

After some discu sion Alderman Briscoe agreed to with· 
draw the motion. 

CORRESPO DENCE. 
(a) Letter, dated 29th June from the Clerk to the 

'ouncil, Dublin Corporation, n~tifying the names of ~ 
per on appointed at the Quarterly Meeting of the Dubl~n 

ity Council, held on 28th June, to represent the Dubllll 
Corporation on the Grangegorman ::.lental Ho pita! Board 
for the coming year. 



Joint Board. 233 22nd July, 1948. 

(b) Letter , dated 5th July , from the Secretary, Dublin 
County Council, notifying the names of five persons ap
vointed by the County Commissioner at the Annual Gei1eral 
Meeting, held on 28th June, to represent the Council on the 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital Board for the co~ing year. 

(c) Letter, dated 2nd July , from the County Secretary, 
Wicklow 'County Council, notifying the names of three 
persons appointed at the Annual Meeting, held on 28th 
June to repr·esent the Council on the Grangegorman Mental 
Hospital Board for the coming year. 

Ouler. (a), (b), and (c) Noted . 

B. lVI. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

THOMAS BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 45· 
29th July, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

.\GRIOULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held in 
the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
on the 29th day of July, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne 
(Chairman) in the chair . Also present: Councillors C. M. 
Byrne, P. J. Coghlan, F. Foley, P. P. O'Reilly, P. T. 

O'Reilly , and John Smithers. 

REPORT OF HEAD GARDENER, POR'fRANE. 
29th July, 1948. 

1. During the past month the following work was carried 
out:-

Planted 2 acres cabbttge, I acre broccoli, t acre Bru el 
sprouts. 

I have completed the thinning of spring onious (6 acre ). 
The crop is healthy, but is a little slow in maturing. Thi , 
of course, is due to the prevailing cold weather. 

Parsnips (5 acres) show promise of being a good crop. I 
hope to commence dicrcrina by the fir t week of eptember. 

bo o 

2. Fruit.-The apple crop is not quite a advanced a it 
hould be at this time of the year. It i omewhat retarded 

by the adver e weather and al o suffered a heavy drop 
(windfall) during the re~ent heavy wind. ~ everthele s, 
<>hould weather condition improve, I would e' timate a yield 

of 8-10 tons. 
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The tomato crop is very good, but slow in ripening. I am 
pleased "to report that since the tomato house was isolated 
from the greenhouses three years ago I have had no trouble 
with spotted wilt (virus), and I have had an excellent yield 
h·om the last two crops. 

All flower beds and recreation grounds are in good con
dition. 

3. The following is a summary of vegetables supplied to 
Grangegorman during the last nine months:-

Cabbage. 
t. c. q. 

90 2 1 

Cauliflowers. 

Parsnips . 
t . c. q. 

19 5 3 

Swedes. 
t. c. q. 
27 9 0 

Onio11s. 
t. c. q. 
2 9 ~ 

Lettuce. 

850 dozen 

Rhubarb. 
t. c. q. 
1 17 2 126 dozen. 

GRANGEOORMAN. 
4. During the past month the followina work was carried 0 out:-

Sowing carrots, turni}JS, lettuce. 
Planting leeks. 
Mowing gras . 

All vegetable crops are doing well. Recreation grounds 
and shrubberie are in fairly good condition, but with a 
little more help they could be made look better. 

Owing to the small area under glass we can only grow a 
limited number of tomato plants, as decorative plants are 
also rai ed in this house. 
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SANTRY GARDENS. 
5. The following work was carried out:

Scuffling walks. 
Hoeing between young fruit trees. 
Watering and taking tomatoes. 
Picking soft fruit. 

There are four houses planted with tomatoes. The plants 
are healthy and vigorous, and the fruit should be fit for 
picking in three weeks. The following soft fruits have been 
picked and delivered to Grangegorman in the past month
viz.:-

Raspberries 
Black Currants 
Red Currants 
Gooseberries 

316 lbs. 
104 lbs. 
56 lbs. 

1,120 lbs. 

ANDREW w OLOHAN I 

Head Gardener. 

Orders made thereon: -

Paragraphs 1, 3, 4, and 5-Noted. 

Paragraph 2-Head Gardener to submit proposals for 
extending tomato houses. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MA AGER. 
29th July, 1948. 

1. Purchase of Milch Cows .-Since my Report on May 
27th, 55 T.B. tested milch cows have been purchased costing 
a total of £2 443 and averaaina £44 Ss. 4d. each. On the 3rd 
• t f b 0 

Instant 12 cows which pas ed their T.B. test were being 
driven to Turvey by road and one of them suddenly dropped 
dead at Swords, without shomng any previous signs of ill
ness. A post mortem was made by the V.S., which did 
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not reveal any specific cau e of death. No responsibility 
for loss is attached to the seller of this cow, as I personally 
took delivery of them in Dublin on the date in question. 
All the newly purchased cows are isolated on Tmvey Farm, 
and are milking reasonably well-averaging about 3 gallons 
per day on grass. 

2. Milk Supplies .-At the moment the 220 cows milking 
are producing about 400 gallon daily, of which Grange
gorman is getting 227 leaving them 10 snort, and Portrane 
is getting frop1 170 to 175, also leaving a deficiency of about 
10 gallons, making a total deficiency in all of around 20 
gallons per day . • Despite the fact that the above number 
of cows have been purchased, it is found very difficult to 
maintain full milk supplies. This is principally due to the 
large number of milking cows in the herd with advanced 
lactations. During the coming month I estimate that il 
will be necessary to buy a further 30 cows to keep the 
supplies up to full requirements. 

3. Mastitis.-A number of cases of mastitis are still occur
ring among both the milch and dry cows, but most cases 
are responding to penicillin treatment. 

4. Crops .-All the crops are very promising, and have 
made very good growth. The silo pit on each of the three 
farm has been filled. 125 acres of hay have been cut and 
aved, and a further 20 acres of old· meadow still remain 

to be cut. The digging of the potato crop commenced on 
July 1 t , and both hospitals are being supplied from that 
date. To date 7t tatute acres have been dug which yielded 
68 ton!;. This is a verv satisfactorv :vield as six acres were 
First Earlies. There h~s been a satisfactorv !!'rowth of grass 

• t> 
on all farm and rotational grazing is giving good results. 
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5. Santry Oourt .-Twenty-five acres at Santry were 
ploughed, tilled and re eeded, which leaves a total of ninety 
acres reseeded. All the reseeded areas made satisfactory 
growth, and are all being grazed or are ready for grazing. 
About 130 acres of grass are available for grazing for the 
remainder of the ea on, and as sufficient home-bred stock 
were not on bands 60 forward tore bullocks were purchased 
over the pa t three week . The e were T.B. tested and 14 
re-acted which were transferred to Portrane for slaughter, 
as required, leaving 46 now at Santry. A total of 60 T .B. 
tested bullocks will be required . 

All permanent fencing has been completed, and all gates 
have been erected. 

Ord rrs 1rwde thereon: -
Paragraphs 1, 3, 4 and 5-Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultural Manager. 

Paragraph 2.-In view of a further drop in milk supplies 
reported verbally by the Agricultural Manager, the Sub
Committee approves , on his recommendation , of the pur
chnse of 50 cows. 

REPORT OF .\GRIOULTUR.\T, ADVISER, PORTRANE. 
29th July, 1948. 

1. P11rcha!le of Milch Cows.-Cows purchased this summer 
are milking an average of 3 gallons per bead per day. This 
performance is about equal to that of home-bred stock. 
Kerry and Aberdeen Angus cross-bred cows are giving every 
satisfaction and are milking an average of 3! gallons. 

Considered from the beef point of view, cows are being 
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purchased at about 93s. per cwt. live weight. Resultant 
loss in slaughter of these cows will be very little. 

It is most desirable that sufficient cows be purchased to 
bring the milk supply up to requirements. 

2. Grass. - Growth of grass is very good. With rotational 
grazing less than 1 statute acre is providing sufficient grass 
for a cow. As a result there is an abundance of grass for 
conservation for Winter Feed. Labour supply does not 
allow as much of this grass as would be desirable to be made 
into silage. 

3. Mt1k Supply. - The usual July decline o£ Winter 
calving cows has been aggravated by the very warm weather. 
The hou ing of cows by day will help to overcome this heat 
effect to orne extent. 

Orders made thereon :
P aragraphs 1, 2 and 3-Noted. 

P. O ' K EEFFE , B.Agr.Sc. 

FARIM WORKERS ' WAGES. 
Reference was made to a letter , dated 30th June, 1948 

(M.H .6084J2f48), from the Department of Health, advising 
that the 1ini ter wa not prepared to approve of a minimum 
ba ic wage of £4 a week for the Board's farm worker , and 
the following deputation wa appointed to interview the 
~Ii n i ter in connection therewith : -

Councillor Thoma B yrne 

" 

Chairman. 
Frank Fol e~· . 
P. J . Coghlan. 
P . P . O 'Rei ll~·· 
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TEXAXTS ON SAN'l'RY COURT ESTATE. 
'l'he ~Ianager reported that he had been informed by the 

Dublin Housing Director that preferential consideration 
could not be given to the Board's Tenants on Santry Estate 
in the allocation of Labourers' Cottages, and that it would 
Hot be po sible for the County Council 'to undertake specially 
a scheme for re-housing these tenants, particularly in view 
of the fact that the houses in which they live have not been 
declared to be unfit for habitation. The Manager pointed 
out that certain of these tenants had refused to sign tenancy 
agreements, and had paid no rent to the Board since 1st 
October, 1947. In these circumstances the members of the 
Sub-Committee agreed th~t the Manager had no option but 
to take the necessary steps to press for completion of the 
agreements and payment of the rents under threat of eject
ment, if necessary. 

APPOIXTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 
·The following members of the Sub-Committee were 

appointed to inspect the ·Board's Farms and Gardens during 
the ensuing period to date of next meeting o£ the Sub
Committee:-

Councillor C. M. Byrne 
P. J. Coghlan; 
Frank Foley; 
P. P. O'Reilly. 

E. M. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

THOMAS BYRNE 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 



- ---- - ---
F ALCONER, DUBLIN. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Actual Actual Actual ... Estimated Actual Comparison 
Receipts Receipts Receipts Receipts Receipts 
1944-45 1945--46 1946-47 1947-48 1947-48 Increase Decrease 

£ £ £ RECEll'TS FOR P A YINO PATIENTS : £ £ £ £ 
20,502 23,601 19,866 (a) City of Dublin Account ... 22,000 22,600 600 -
5,165 4,137 4,917 (b) Co. Dublin Account ... . .. 4,200 5,333 1,133 -
1,286 1,541 1,326 (c) Co. Wicklow Account .. . 1,300 2,347 1,047 -

395 900 1,001 (d) Non-District Patients ... 1,000 3,493 2,493 -
27,338 30,179 27,110 TOTAL (FOR PRivATE PATIENTS) ... 28,500 33,773 5,273 -

t.:> 

2,958 3,342 3,065 (e) Service Patients ... ... 3,200 3,001 - 199 
3,177 3,366 3,268 (f) Criminal Lunatics .. . . .. 3,000 3,197 197 -. 

33,473 36,887 33,443 ' TOTAL FOR PAYING PATIENTS ... 34,700 39,971 5,271 -

4,448 6,722 5,659 Farm Account Sales ... 4,000 4,461 461 -
122 146 151 Sale of Offal and Old Stores .. . 100 272 172 -

- - - Fines on Servants ... ... - - - -

M9 \ 

174 - Rent of Santry Court .. . - - - -
1,185 275 989 Interest Allowed by Treasurer ... - 291 291 -

- - E xtern Patients ... . .. - 32 32 -
65 48 2,595 Miscellaneous ... .. . . .. - - - -

£39,642 £44,252 \ £42,837 TOTAL ... £38,800 £4.5,027 £6,227 -
I -- --



EXPENDITURE. 

Actua.l Actual Actual Estimated Actual Comparison 
Payments Payments Payments Payments Payments 
1944 /45 1945 /46 1946 /47 1947 /48 1947 /48 Increa.se Decrease 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
110,523 112,744 129,558 Salaries and Wages .. . . .. 185,000 154,522 - 30,477 

16,003 ' 17,012 17,534 Superannuations, etc. ... ... 22,000 25,612 3,612 -
74,069 76,926 75,988 Food, Drink and Tobacco .. . . .. 78,950 91,973 13,023 -
28,879 32,745 39,316 Farm Expenses . . . . . . ... 35,000 53,443 18,443 -

1,221 1,358 1,232 Materials for Washing or Cleansing ... 1,400 1,606 206 -
2,544 2,251 2,535 Medicines ... ... ... . .. 2,500 4,839 2,339 -

85,627 86,701 56,648 Heating and Lighting .. . . .. 65,000 93,040 28,040 -
13,828 19,534 21,500 Clothing a.nd Bedding ... ... 20,500 31,816 11,316 -

1,563 1,493 2,781 Furniture, Crockery a.nd Hardware ... 2,200 4,179 1,979 i -
946 1,059 1,035 Medical and Surgical A~liances .. . 1,000 1,324 324 -

10,709 12,531 17,125 Structural Alterations, pairs, etc. . .. 20,275 19,616 - 659 
1,167 1,583 1,926 Sta.tionery, Printing and Advertising .. . 1,500 2,305 805 -
1,290 2,133 2,211 Rents, Rates, Taxes and Insurances ... 2,050 2,120 70 -

~ 

1,831 1,665 1,241 Water Supply ... . .. ... 1,700 1,306 - 394 
45 79 166 Re-afforesta.tion of Portrane .. . 250 149 - 101 

4,208 4,263 5,556 Miscellaneous Expenses ... ... 4,815 4,260 - 555 
- - - Maintenance in Other Hospitals .. . - 159 159 -
24,983 20,329 19,598 Loan Charges ... .. . ... 18,190 17,856 - 334 

£379,436 £394,406 £395,950 £462,330 £510,126 £47,796 
I 

-



GRANGEGORMAN FARM AND GARDEN ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDING 31sT MARCH, 1948 

A 
1947 DR. £ s. d.l £ 8. d. 1948 CR. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 

pril 1 To Value of Stock on hand :- I Mar. 31 By Cssh Sales :- 16 16 0 

Live Stock ... ... 1,(!07 10 0 , Value of Produce supplied: 

Produce .. . ... 60 0 0 Potatoes . .. -
Implements ... . .. 60 0 0 I 

Other Root Crops ... 621 1 3 
1,727 10 .0 Other Vegetables ... 1,242 14 7 

1948 Fruit ... . .. 19 17 4 

~r. 31 , Cash Expenditure during Bacon ... . .. 2,521 12 11 

Year :- Flowers and Ornamental M• 

Salary of Gardener ... 347 18 5 Plants ... . .. 50 0 0 

Paid Labour ... 630 12 0 : 4,455 6 1 

Manures ... - : 
Implements ... ... 54 3 7 a , Pigs transferred to Portrane 560 0 0 

Seeds and Plants ... 194 13 2 
Pigs ... - , Keep of 6 Horses not em. 

Other Live Stock ... - ployed on Farm work, • 
Fodder & Feeding Stuffs 1,614 5 7 .wear and tear of h~~or-

.Miscellaneous ... 33 15 8 ness, etc., at 50s. per 
• 

• Maintenance, including week each . .. ... 780 0 0 

Fuel ... .. . 288 14 6 3,164 211 

,. Pigs received from Portrane -- 1,366 0 0 I , Value of Stock :-

,. Other Charges :- Live Stock . .. ... 1,713 0 0 

Estimated Rental ... 170 0 0 Produce ... . .. 60 0 0 

Value of Offal ... 150 0 0 Implements ... . .. 60 0 0 

Light, Water Supply ... 15 0 0 
1,833 0 0 

335 0 0 

,. Net Profit for Year, exclud· 
ing any charge for 
Patient Labour ... 1,052 9 2 

l -
£7,645 2 l £7,645 2 1 

\ -



L'ORTRANB Jo'A.RM AND O ABDBN A.OOOUNT FOR YEA R ENDLNO 3ts T MARC H, 19-'8 

,.., l .,. l . . . I . .. .. I !US I Ca. £ 8 . d . £ 8 . d . 
April I To Value of Stock on hand : Mar. 31 By CMh Sales :- -

Live Stock ... 14,887 16 0 Hides, Skins, Wools 732 5 3 
Farm Produce ... 3,531 16 11 Calves sold ... 133 12 6 
I mplements, etc. .. . 3,042 6 9 Horse sold ... 30 0 0 

1948 21,461 17 8 Pigs sold ... .. . 1,385 9 3 
Mar. 31 ,. Cash Expenditure for Manure ... .. . 18 10 0 

Year:- Wool ... ... -
Agr. Manager's Salary 625 0 0 Wheat ... .. . 1,996 0 1 
Paid Labour .. . 12,181 17 8 Miscellaneous ... 146 19 2 
l\fa.nures .. . 1,599 11 6 4,442 16 3 
Implements .. . 1,269 15 0 
Seeds and P lants ... 1,700 12 11 ,. Pigs to Gra.ngegorman 1,366 0 0 
Livestock ... 14,406 18 11 
Fodder Feeding & Stuffs 16,137 19 5 , Produce Supplied :-
Market Expenses ... 83 12 7 Potatoes ... .. . 5,233 16 1 
Freight ... .. . 541 10 8

! 48,546 18 
Other Root Crops ... 411 12 5 

8 Other Veget ables ... 2,564 12 3 
Miscellaneous :- Fruit .. . ... 95 7 6 

Vet. attendance 796 1 9 Milk ... ... 17,710 11 11 C'l 
Cow Testing Assocn. 33 0 6 Pork ... 1,820 7 8 
Petrol, Oil, etc. ... 241 9 2 Butcher's Meat ... 14,724 17 11 
Electricity from Flowers a.nd Orna· 

E.S.B. 115 16 2 menta.! Plants .. . 50 0 0 
Fuel, Li~bt, Mainten- 42,6ll 5 9 

ance o Roads, Water , Value of Horse Hire a.nd 
Supply, General Re- Labour supplitl(i for 
pairs, etc. ... 3,640 15 2 Institution purposes 

4,827 2 9 solely .. . ... 390 0 0 
,. Other Cba rgea :-

Rental ... ... 2,005 0 0 ,. V a.lue of Stock on bands : 
Offal auppliod ... 150 0 0 Live Stock ... 16,705 10 0 
Te]epbonee ... 60 0 0 F arm Produce ... 6,413 2 l 

I 2,215 0 0 Implements ... 3,656 6 6 
.. P l{1:3 from Orangegorman 

1 

560 0 0 26,774 18 7 

I Loss on Year ... 2,025 18 6 

I 
I 

l £17,610 19 1 I £77,610 19 I 

' • --=---



Table showing Daily Average Number of Patients Resident, 
and Average Annual Expenditure " per patient " for last 

ten years. ' 

AVERAGE 
Daily ANNUAL EXPENDITURE 

Average " PER pATIENT " 
Year Number 

of Excluding I· Including 
Patients Repayment Repayment 
Resident of Loans of Loans 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
1938-39 3,651 60 14 6 67 8 8 

1939-40 3,642 64 2 1 71 8 5 

1940-41 3,658 72 19 11 80 15 4 

1941-42 3,586 72 9 6 80 8 10 

1942-43 3,410 94 15 8 103 1 11 

1943-44 3,293 101 6 0 109 9 7 

1944-45 3,290 105 14 10 113 6 8 

1945--46 3,331 109 16 5 115 18 6 

1946-47 3,352 109 3 6 115 0 5 

1947-48 3,302 

I 
147 11 0 152 19 2 

The average expenditure per pat ient is based on the gross Revenue 
E xpendit ure of each year, less receipts from farm and garden 88188' 
old stores and miscellaneous receipts. 

In arri · t f · ts for . vmg a same no deduct ion is made in respect o recelp 
paymg patients, " service patients " or criminal lunatics. 



SUMMARY OF GRANGEGORMAN AND l'ORTRANE CANTEEN ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR 1947-48. 

Dr. PRoFIT AND Loss AccouNT FOR Y:EAB. 1947-48. 

To Value of Stock at commencement of Year 
, "Purchases .. . . .. 
, Wages, canteen attendants 
, Other working expenses ... 

Bonus to Canteen Manager 
, Audit Fee .. . . .. 

Balance (Profit on Trading Account) to Balance 
Sheet 

£ B. d. 
79 0 3 

10,776 2 9 
51 6 0 
46 1 0 

120 4 3 
14 14 0 

1,657 2 7 

£12,744 10 10 

By Cash Sales 
, Tobacco bonuses 
, Sundry Receipts 
, Value of Stock on hands 

Dr. BALANCE SHEET AT 31ST MARCH, 1948. 
To Sundry Appropriations, viz. 

Gratuities to Patients ... 
Games for Patients, Prizes for Touma.ments and 

Travelling 'Expenses for Sports Parties ... 
Extras for Patient8, concert parties, circus, etc. . .. 
Wireless receivers repa.ired, gra.mophone records, 

band requisites, etc. 

Balance to next account 

£ s. d. 
229 15 0 

46 8 0 
386 10 3 

91 13 7 

754 6 10 

2,171 18 7 

£2,926 5 5 

By Balance from 1946-47 Account 
, Balance from Profit and Loss Account brought 

down 

Cr. 

£ B. d. 
12,492 14 6 

31 7 4 
2 2 6 

218 6 6 

£12,744 10 10 

Or. 

£ s. d. 
1,269 2 10 

1,657 2 7 

£2,926 5 5 

" 
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Report lVo~ · 4J. 
19th August, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT B OARD. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 
in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 19th day of August, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne 
(chairman) in the chair. The following members were also 
present : 

City of Dublin Representatives - Alderman Bernat·d 
Butler, T.D.; Councillors P. J. Coghlan, William J. Colman, 
P .C., Bernard Conway, Frank Foley, Gilbert Hughes, James 
O'Keeffe, John Smithers, Messrs. John Cahill, and Frederick 
Mullen, Miss K. McDowell and Mrs. Essie O'Byrne. 

County Dublin Re.presentative-Miss Mary C. Ennis. 

County Wicklow Representatives--Councillor C. M. Byrne 
and I>. P. 0 'Reilly. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from Mi s M. 
Kneafsey and Councillor Peter White. 

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 44) of 22nd July, 
l048, we1·e confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Iiospital from 22nd July to 
18th August, 1948, as under, wa submitted and signed:-

On Hospital Register on the 2211d 
Males 

July, 1948 1543 
Admitted to 18th August, 1948 23 

1566 
Di charged to 18th 

Males Females Total 
Aug., 1948 

Died to do . 
. Escaped to do. 

11 17 28 
12 8 20 . 

--=------- 23 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
19th August, 1948. .. . .. 1543 

Absent on trial and escape on 19th 
August, 1948 14 

Number actually resident on 19th 
August, 1948, as per Morning State-
ment Book ... 1529 

DISTRIBUTioN. 

r umber of patients in Grange. 
gorman Mental Hospital... 

Tumber of patients in Portrane 
::\{~~!; )~Iospital 

i..· . l "1 ~~ I 

7 ' • 

Males 

710 

. 819_ 

1529 

Females Total 

1851 3394 

33 56 

1884 3450 

25 48 

1859 3402 

19 33 

1840 3369 

Females Totll 

1177 1 7 

663 148"2 

----., 
3369 1840 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics ... 
Jon-District patients 

Total 

HHh August, 19413, 

2528 
479 
291 

55 
16 

3369 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor Frank Foley proposed and Councillor P. P. 
O'Reilly seconded the adoption of Report No. 45 of the 
meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee held on the 

29th July , 1948. Passed. unanimously. 

Arising out of the minutes, the following Report was 

ubmitted by the Manager: 

FARM WORKERS' WAGES. 

The following resolution adopted by the Agricultural Sub
Committee on the 25th March last, and approved by the 
Board on the 15th April last, was conveyed to the Depart

ment of Heaith on the 1 t April: 

" That . the Mini ter for Health be informed that, in the 
opinion of this Committee, the application of the 
Federation of Rural Worker for a minimum ba ic rate 
of £4 a week for farm worker employed by the Joint 
&ard should receive favourable con ideration, and 
asked for an indication of hi view on the matter." 
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•On the 30th June I was ad vised by the Department of 
Health that the M'inister felt that under present circum· 
stances the rates of remuneration of the farm workers 
referred to could not be regarded as inadequate, and that in 
the circumstances he was not prepared to agree to the in· 
crease proposed. The Department's letter was submitted to 
the Board at its meeting on the 22nd July last, and it was 
referred back to the Agricultural Sub-Committee. 

The Agricultural Sub-Committee on the 29th July ap· 
pointed the f~llowing deputation to interview the Minister 

m connection with the matter: 

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman); 
Councillor Frank Foley; 
Councillor P. J. Coghlan; 
Councillor P. P. O'Reilly. 

On the 30th July, the Chief Clerk wrote to the De par~ 
ment of Health asking them when it would be conveni~nt 
for the Minister to receive the deputation. The followmg 
reply to his letter was received yesterday : 

M.H. 6064 / 48. 

A CHARA, 

DEPARl'MENT OF HEALTH , 

CusTOM HousE, DuBLJN. 

18 Lunasa, 1948. 

With reference to previous correspondence regar~· 
ing the wages of the agricultural workers employed JD 

Grangegorman District Mental Hospital, I am directed 
by the Minister for Health to state that, while he fee.! 
that the remuneration of these workers could not 

1
•
0 

present circumstances be reaRrded as inadequRte, be 
15 

0 
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prepared so as to meet as far as possible the wishes of 
the Mental Hospital Board, to .approve of an increase 
in their basic rate of remuneration to £3 14s. a week, 
provided the Manager is prepared is prepared to adopt 
this rate. 'l'he consequential additional expenditure 
must, however, be borne out of the ftinds of the Mental 
Hospital Authority during the current financial year, 
ar1d wlill not rank for recoupment from the Health 
Services Grant. 

M·ise, le meas, 
T. 0. MuiREADHAIGH. 

The present basic rate for adult farm labourers i £3 5s. 
a week of 48 hours (plus harvest bonus). Dairy workers 
and tractor drivers are paid lOs., and ploughmen 3s. a week 
more than the basic rate. In view of the foregoing, I am 
p1·epared to increase the basic rate for adult farm labourers 
to £3 14s. a week of 48 hours, plus harvest bonus, and plu 
in the case of dairy workers, tractor drivers and ploughmen, 
the existing additions to the basic rate, subject to the Board 
authorising the additional expenditure involved, for which 
provision has not been made in the current year's Estimate 
and Demand. An increase f 9s. a week in the wages of the 
Board' farm workers at Portrane and Santry Court would 
cost £1,500 a year approximately. I propose to grant this 
increa e with effect from and including the current wages 
week, and I would ask the Board to authorise the additional 
expenditure of £1,000 involved in the current financial year 
104 /49. I would draw the Board' particular attention to 
the Ia t entence in the Department' letter, which tate 
that the additional expenditure will not reckon for recoup
ment from the Health Service Grant, and con equently 

. will be borne in full by the contributing authoritie . 
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In this connection I would point out that the Board has 
already authorised the following additional expenditure 
since the official Estimate and Demand for 1948/49 was 
adopted: 

Date of 
Board Order. 

19J2/48 
18/3/48 

18f3J48 

18J3/48 

20/5/48 

17 /6/48 

17/6/48. 

22 /7/48 

22/7/48 

17J6/4 

17 /6/4 

Amount 
authorised . 
£5,500 

750 

2,800 

100 

250 

200 

638 

450 

576 

620 

24,600 

Purpose. 

Increased pensions. 
Increased wages for farm 

workers. 
Improved mid-day meal for 
patients on fast days. 
Increased subsidy to G.N .R. 
Co., for Donabate-Portrane 

omnibus. 
Increased salaries for Clinical 

Clerks. 
Substitutina tea for cocoa iu 

tl 

patients' evening meal. 
Purchase of steam pre • 
carding machine and electrO· 

cardiograph. 
Woollen cardigans for ferllllle 

jurses. 
Increa·sed issue of cigarette 
to female working patients. 
Increased lump sums to re

tired officers. 
Increased salaries and wage · 

It i neces ary to point out that, no provision having been 
made for the e items in the official Estimate and Demand, 
"t "I d' fin an· 1 WJI be extremely difficult to maintain the Boar s 
· l ·t· d · Tb" difficultf Cia POSJ Jon urmg the remainder of the year. 1 
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will be increased by the fact that, since the introduction of 
the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, the Board is not 
empowered to obtain temporary accommodation by means 
of bank overdraft. 'l'he position will be reviewed fully at the 
end of the current half-year, and I will report further to 
the Board as soon as possible thereafter. 

Order: 

JOH:-1 P. KEA NE, 

Dublin As.~istant City Manager. 

Proposed by Councillor J. O'Keeffe , econdecl by CouB
cillor Frank Foley: " That the Agricultural Sub-Committee 
be empowered to discuss the foregoing terms with the 
Federation of Run! Workers and report back to the next 
meeting of the Board." Passed unanimously. 

INSPECTION VISIT, GRANGEGORMAN, 

12th August, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Geraghty and Mi s Murphy, we 
visited the Female Side of the house. 

2. In No. 22 Hospital where there are all bad bed ca e we 
considered the beds were too adjacent, a from thi fact 
overcrowding results. It i right, however, to add that we 
were informed by Dr. O'Brien that thi condition would 
very soon be removed, and another ward will oon be 
opened. 

3. In the other ward which we vi itecl we found th 
patient clean, comfortable, and well cared fo1· . 

4. In the In ulin Ward there were 14 patient for treat
ment. 
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5. It struck us as unfair to the staff in this Institution that 
patients consigned from St. Kevin's Hospital should arrive 
so late at night. 

6. In the Male Side we were accompanied by Dr. Aird, 
and have no exception to take to all we saw. 

7. The food on both sides left nothing to be desired, and 
all the patients eemed to enjoy it. It was of good quality, 
and consisted of roast beef, plenty Qf vegetables and milk 
pudding to follow; variegated by SQups and stew. 

8. We visted the Boot Shops, There were two official£, 
a seamstress nnd seven workers industriously and inter· 
estedly engaged in their respective work. There was a good 
output. 

9, Dayrooms, conidor.s and lavatories were clean and 
manifestly well-aired and consistently looked after. We 
should like to add however that the corridors in the M'ale 
Side coula do with a coat of paint. The Male Dining Hall, 
because of dampness, would be the better of repairing and 
painting. The kitchen could also do with a coat of steam
resisting paint. The new range in the kitchen is not a 
succe s, and the Qperatives have to resort to old one. 

In conclusion, all we have to .say is that for their uniform 
courtesy and candid helpfulness we have to acknowled?e our 
thank to Dr. Aird, Dr. Geraghty, Miss Murphy, and the 
other officials who SQ generously tendered us their assistance. 

(Signed) 

Order: 

Referred to Manager. 

KATHLEEN Nrx. 
ALFRED BYRNE, B.L. 

~ P. ~ P. O'REILLY. 
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INSPECTION REPORT, PORTRANE. 

1'ith August, 1948. 

1. We, the undersigned, accompanied by Dr. B lake, 

visited Portrane Mental Hospital this 17th August, 1948. 

The re-surfacing of the roadways leading to the main 

institution is well in hand by the County •Council workers, 

and should be completed very .shortly. · 

2. In visting the workshops we saw the patients fully 

occupied and all appeared content. Previous Inspection 

Committees referred to the drab colours of the cloth woven 

in the Weaving Shop. We understand that the matter has 

been taken up with Messrs. Hill, and that extra colours 

wi11 be forwarded in future. 

3. The new Polishing Machine in the Boot Repairing Shop 

is now working and giving thorough satisfaction . 

4. In passing from the Workshops we observed that the 

corridors are in course of painting, thus brightening the 

appearance. 

5. In the Dining Hall the male patients were at dinner, 

and we waited until same was finished, and until the female 

patients had entered and were served. The efficient way in 

which the staff and patients cleared the uten ils and cleaned 

the hall between meals impre sed u and the speed with 

which the tables were set and the patients attended to was 

remarkable. 

There is a small pantry off the scullery which needs decor

ation, and we suggest that same should be attended to . 

6. We inspected both Male and Female Divi ion , and 

found same to be clean and tidy-'Ye have no pecial com

ment to make on same. 
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7. In the cour.se of our interviews with many of the 
patients, we found that while they were treated well and 
appeared happy, the usual requests for discharge were 
many. VIe missed a number of familiar faces, and on en
quiring from Dr. Blake be informed us that they had been 
discharged. This speaks well for the treatment and care of 
our patients. 

8. A number of the patients interested in Bowls howerecl 
their appreciation on the Committee and Staff for the 
pleasant functions they enjoy from time to time. 

9. Before closing we wish to assure the Sports Committee 
attached to Portrane that we appreciate all it has done to 
re-establish a day's enjoyment for the patients. We know 
the difficulties attached to the work of the Committee and 
the many obstacles it bas to overcome, and if we make a 
suggestion it is by no means a criticism, but rather a means 
to overcome the idea expressed to us by several patients that 
they have been overlooked. 

We understand that out of 32 items on the Sports Pro
gramme only 8 are confined to the patients, as against 24 
to the Staff. Could a few extra events be granted to the 
patients IRnd have everyone ·happy? 

We appreciate Dr. Blake's attention and help to us during 
our vi it. 

Order: 

Referred to Manager. 

T. BYRNE. 

W. J. CoLMAN. 

JOHN CAHILL. 
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APPOIN'l'MEN 'f OF VISI'riNG COMMITTEES. 

The following were appointed unanimously as members of 
the Grangegorman and Portrane Visiting Committee for the 
ensuing period to 16th September, date of next meeting of 
the Board : 

GRANGEGORMAN VISITil'<G COlllli!ITTEE: 

Councillor T. Byrne (Chairman). 
Alderman Bernard Butler, T.D. 
Councillor W. J. Colman. 
Mrs. Essie O'Byrne. 

POA1'RAXE VISITING COllll\IIT'fEE: 

Councillor T. Byrne (Chairman). 
Councillor P. J. Coghlan. 
Councillor B . Conway. 
Mr. Frederick Mullen. 

MANAGER 'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

12th August, 1948. 

1. The number of patient resident in the Board's 

Hospital on 11th instant, wa : 
Males . Females . Total. 

Grangegormun 706 1170 1876 

Portrane 823 663 1486 

TOTAL 1529 1833 3362 

as compared with: 
11th Augu t , 1947 ... 1492 1820 3312 

llth August , 1946 . .. 1533 1842 3375 

11th August, 1945 ... 1512 182 3340 

11th August , 1944 ... 1494 1797 3291 
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this years number being 50 more than on the corresponding 
date. last year,. and 71 more- than on the corresponding date 
in -1944. 

·2. The · general condition of the Hospitals ttnd the health 
of the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. arid the 
Branch R.M.S. to be satisfactory. There were no cases of 
zymotic disease amongst the patients during the month. 
One Male Nurs·e bad parotitis, but has since recovered. One 
temporary male attendant was .sent to Cork . Street Fever 
Hospital suffering from diphtheria. 

3. Male patient K. H. (1022), Grangegorman, a liberty 
patient was discovered to be missing at 8.30 p.m. on the 
4th instant, following a football match on the grounds. The 
usual steps were taken to recapture him. 

Female patient A. O'C. (919), Gra~gegorman, escaped 
over the wall of the recreation ground on the 16th ultimo, 
but was recaptured withi;J five minutes. 

Male patient T. D. (1008), Grangegorman , escaped on the 
15th ultimo, by jumping on to the corner of a shelter and 
scaling the boundary wall. He was followed by a Male 
Nurse, who failed to overtake him, but ·was recaptured some 
hours later. The patient escaped again on the 4th instant, 
but bas not yet been recaptured. I am enquiring jnto the 
circumstances of these escapes, and I will r'eport further to 
the Board at a later date after I have consulted with the 
Chief R.M.S., who is on leave at present. 

The escapes of the male patients have been reported to 
the Minister for Health. 

4. On the 29th ultimo liberty patient R. P. (39155), 
Portrane, who had been present at his suppeF, was found 
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missing at bedtU"ne. An intensive search of the neighbour
hood failed to -find him. The Gardai were notified of his 
escap~. 

On the 3rd instant the body of the patient was found 
floating in the Storage Reservoir at Portrane by the Water
works Attendant. The matter· was immediately reported to 
Lusk Garda Station, and an inquest was held in the 
Hospital by the Coroner on the 4th instant, who returned 
a_ verdict that the patient died from asphyxia due to drown
ing . . The facts have- been reported to the Minister for 
Health. 

5. Male p11tient P . B . (38690), aged 66 years, had an 
apoplectic .s·eizure in the workshops at Portrane on the 22nd 
ultimo, and died almost immediately. The circumstances 
were reported to the Coroner, who did not consider an in
quest necessary. 

· 6. Accidents to Patients~(Grangegorman).-On the 14th 
ultimo female patient s. o'B. (39537) attenpted to strike 
another patient. The latter gripped the former by the left 
arm and they were then separated by a nurse. 'l'he following 
day the left arm of patient S. O'B. became swol!en and 
painful. She was exa~ined by the Medical Officer on duty, 
and was found to have sustained a fracture of the arm. 

On the 6th ultimo male patient M. O'C. (658) was found 
holding his left arm in a st~:tte of adduction. He was ex
amined by the Medical Ofii.cer on duty and was eli covered 
to have a dislocated shoulder- 1'he patient i demented and 
could give no information as to the occurrence and there wa 
no report of any accident. Re hnd been mildly excited 
some days p1·eviously. 
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On the 26th ultimo male patient G. M. (321), aged 75 
years, attempted to strike another patient. The latter 
knocked him down and kicked him. The patient was ex· 
amined by the Medical Officer on duty, and as the portable 
X-ray apparatus could not be procured a Consultant Surgeon 
was · called in who made a provisional diagnosis of fracture 
of head of femur. Thi will be confirmed by X-ray examin
ation. 

The patients concerned are progressing satisfactorily, and 
the Chief R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to any 
member of the staff in connection with these unavoidable 
occurrences, which have been duly reported to the Minister 
for Health. · 

7. Accidents to Staff-(Grangegorman).-Fernale Atten
dant F. P. twisted her -ankle ,while off duty on the 4th ultimo 
and was absent for 6 dayil. 

Female Attendant M. K. C. fell off her bicycle while on 
annual leave, and was unable to return to duty as a result 
until th.e 17th ultimo. . · 

Female Attendant M. J. slipped in No. 22 Division on the 
15th ultimo and -sprained her .left ankle, as a result of which 
sh~ was off duty on the 16th and 17th . ultimo. 

8. Accidents to Staff-(Ponrane).-Male Nurse J. K. 
accidentally wrenched the calf mu~cle of his left leg when 
playing handball on the 28th . ui$imo. He is expected to 
resume shortly. 

On the 27th ultimo Nur.se A. G. was attacked by a patient 
who kicked her and bit her left elbow. The nurse has been 
off duty since that date. 
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Attendant J . C . slipped and fell on his right hand while 

washing potatoes on the 13th ultimo. He was off duty until 

the 17th ultimo. 

Female Attendant B. D. was attacked by a patient on 

the 15th ultimo who scratched her face and pulled her hair. 

She was off duty as a result until the 20th ultimo. 

Female Attendant B. L. was thrown from her bicycle at 

Donabate on the 15th ultimo while trying to avoid a dog. 

She was off duty for 4 days . 

Nurse A. D. cut the index finger of her right hand while 

sharpening a knife on the 14th ultimo. She was attended 

to by a Medical Officer, but did not go off duty. 

Nurse N. C. slipped on the stairs in the Nurses' Home on 

the 4th ultimo and cut her face. She was treated by a 

Medical Officer and did not go off duty. 

Female Attendant J. J. was struck on the left ear by a 

patient on the 24th June. She felt a bit deaf afterwards, 

but had no truoble with the ear until the 29th June. She 

was then -examined by a Medical Officer and is under obser

vation. 

9. In connection with the discussion at the Board meeting 

last month about the staffing of the Laundry at Portrane, 

the Branch R.M.S. reports that there are now only 32 

patients employed there, and that for the efficient working 

of the Laundry additional patient are nece ary. I have 

reque ted the Chief R.M.S. to arrange for the tran fer to 

Portrane, if possible, of a number of suitable patients. 

10. With further reference to the question of the provi ion 

of a sweet at dinner for patients at Pmtrane, which wa 

raised by Mi s McDowell and Mis Enni in their report of 
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the 8th June, the Branch R.M.S. has confirmed that elderly 
patients and those not able to masticate the normal diet are 
supplied with minced meat and a sweet consisting of corn· 
flour, tapioca or similar as a medical extra. The Branch 
R.M.S. expresses the opinion that, for normal healthy 
patients, the addition of a sweet is not necessary. There are 
at present 482 patients in Grangegorman and Portrane, who 
a.rs provided with a sweet a a medical extra-the cost of 
which works out at 22s. 6d. per 100 patients per meal. 

11. With reference to the Report of Inspection at Portrane 
·carried out by Councillors .Smithers and Foley on the 8th 
June: 

Item (ii) The Chief Engineer will put in bands forth
with the painting of the Scullery and Meat Safe at
tached to the main kitchen. 

Item (ix) The Chief Engineer is examining the sug
. gestion that the storage space for flour in the Bakery 
should be extended, and will submit a report. 

Item (x) The Chief Engineer has been instructed to 
expedite the installation of shelving in the General 
Stores as well as the other matters referred to by the 
Visiting Members. 

Item (xii) The Chief Engineer has succeeded in 
obtaining suitable motors from the Electricity Supply 
Board, as suggested by the Visiting Members. 

Item (xiv) A number of coloul1S ,are specified in the 
in the order sent to the contractor for weaving yarn, 
but they have been supplying in bulk lots of single 
colours. The Chief Clerk has written to the contractor 
requesting him to include in each consignment a number 
of different colour , and a reply is awa ited. · 
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Item (xvii) The Branch R.M.S. reports that the 
patient in. question receives occasional visits from his 
sister, but that he is quite unfit to be recommended fo1' 
discharge to her care. 

Item (xviii) Following complaints made by visiting 
Bowling Clubs, that the Bowling Greens at Grange
gorman and Portrane were not up .to standard, an 
arrangement was made with the Dublin Corporation to 
avail of the part-time services of their Greenkeeper. 
Thi man has been attending for some months past, 
and the Bowling Green have shown considerable im
provement. 

Item (xix) The Chief Engineer is attending to this 
matter. 

12. With reference to the Report of Inspection at Portrane 
on the 19th July : 

Item (ii) The Branch R.M.S. reports that rats occa
sionally appear from time to time, but they are 
promptly dealt with by the Staff and they have never 
appeared in such numbers that the Staff were unable 

to cope with them. 

Item (iii) The re-decoration of the 'r.B. Ward in the 
Male Ho pita! will be put in hands immediately. 

Item (iv) An effort i being made to expedite deliveries 
of the takes and socket for the Shoemaker's hop. 

Item (v) A delivery of pitch for bru h-makino hns 

ince been obtained. 

13. The Accountant ha reported that the average co t of 
maintenance of patient in Grangegorman and Portrane 
during the financial year 1947-48 worked out at 8s. 8.2d. per 



Joi11t Board. 260 19th August, 1948. 

day. I have, accordingly, fixed the normal charge for private 
patients at 9s. per day for district cases, anq 12s. per day 
fur non-district cases, with effect as from the 1 t September, 
1948. 

It is provided that the co t of any special medical or 
surgical -examinations, operation or appliance, or ·any special 
nursing may be added to the daily charge. I have discussed 
this matter with the Chief R.M.S., and I consider that, in 
view of the fact that no special accommodation is available 
at present for private patients, the normal charge of 9s. a 
day should be taken to cover all treatment given to patients 
from within Grangegorman District , but that in the case of 
private patients admitted from outside the district the full 
cost of their treatment should be recovered-i. e., the normal 
charge of 12s. a day for maintenance, plus the co~t of any 
special treatment, etc. 

The average daily cost of m aintenance for year ended 31 t 
March, 1947, was 6 . 10.02d. 'l'he average cost for 1947-48 
how · a considerable increase, and I will report on this in

crease when the accounts for 1947-48, at present being 
printed, haYe been circulated to members of the Board. 

14. The Clerk of Works repor·t that 16,000 gallon of fuel 
oil, the quota for the month of July, have been delivered · 
to Grangegorman. The contractor are completing the 
in tallation of the oil burning plant, and it will be in opera
tion hortly. 

15. On the recommendation of the Clerk of \Vork , I hfl\'e 
authori ed acceptance of a quotation from 0 . & H. Jamison 
for the supply and fitting of a new expansion coil to the I ce 
Makino Plant in the cold room at Grangegorman. 
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16. I have authorised the expenditure of a sum o£ .£60 on 
the repair of seats in the Recreation Grounds at Grange
gorman. For some time past a number of these seats have 
been in need of repair, but this work was held up owing to 

a shortage of suitable timber. 

17. On the recommendation of the Clerk of Works and 
the Housekeeper I have authorised the purchase of an 
electric gravity feed slicer for the kitchens in Grangegorman, 
at a cost of £85. The Clerk of Works reports that thi 
machine i particularly suitable as it is capable of slicing 
hot meat as well as bread, and it could be used to replace 

the old t,vpe of bread slicing machines . 

18. I haYe also autbori eel the Clerk of \\' orks to erect a 
mall office in the \Vorkroom at Grangegorman at a cost of 

£50. 

19. The Secretary of t. Laurence's Hospital bas informed 
me that his Board applied to the City ~fanager to have the 
roadway leading from _-orth Brunswick treet to the back 
entrance at Grangegorman re-surfaced and that the City 
~Ianager offered to put the road in condition and place it in 
charge of the Dublin Corporation, if the interested partie 
would pay half the co t of reconditioning it-viz., £250. 
The Board of St. Laurence ' Ho pital are prepared to pay 
their hare of the um of £250, if the other partie are 
willing to do the same. I have informed t. L urenc ' 
Hospital Board that, having reaard to the fact that the 
ro.'ld is little used b,v Gmngeaorman -:\{ental Ho pi tal, [ 
would not be prepared to contribute fl , urn of JIIOI'l' I hall 

£50 towards tbi work. 
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20. 'l'he installation of the permanent Oil Burning Plant 
at Portrane ha not yet been completed, due, it is under 
stood, to difficulties in obtaining delivery of two oil storage 
tanks which are in transit . The Chief Engineer has certified 
that more than £2,000 worth of the plant has been delivered 
on the site, and I have agreed, accordingly, on the applica
tion of the contractor , to a payment to them of .£1,000 on 
account. 

21. On the recommendation of the Chief Engineer, I have 
accepted the tender of Verso Bros . for the tiling of the 
Bathroom in No. 7 Hospital Division at Portrane for the 
urn of £98 7s. Two other tenders were received-viz., one 

of £98 4s. od . .and one of £100 17s. 6d. The Chief Engineer 
considered the tender of Verso Bros. as more advantageous 
than the second tender which was 2s. 6d. lower. A sum 
of £150 is included in the E timates for this work. 

22. The Cinema Operator reported that the apparatus at 
Grangegorman and Portrane was in need of overhaul, and I 
had an examination carried out by Messrs. Napier Bros. 
Napier Bros . recommended the installation of a new power 
amplifier and rectifier at a cost of £95 lOs. less an allowance 
of £20 for the existing unit. On the recommendation of the 

hief Engineer I have accepted this offer- the cost of which 
will be borne by the Canteen Account. I have also 
t\uthorised thl'l purchase of s\.mdry maller replacements for 
the sum of £29 os. 9d. 

Napier Bros. have been in tructed to carry out an inspe~
tion of the apparatu at Granaeaorman and their report JS 

awaited. 
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23. Tenders were invited by public advertisement on the 
6th July, for 300-350 tons of Old Meadow Hay for the Farm 

at Portrane. 'rwenty-two tenders were received, and on 
the recommendation of the Agrjcultural Manager, I have 
authorised acceptance of all offers up to £5 a ton, and the 

purchase of the balance of our requirements up to that price. 
24. As directed by the B oard, I have obtained a Report 

from Mr. Vincent Kelly on the condition of the buildings at 

Santry Court: 

Re SANTRY CouRT. 

" In accordance with your instructions, I have visted 
and examined the buildings at above with a view to 
advising generally on their condition, and making re
commendations for their repair, maintenance and use . 

The buildings comprise the former mansion and ex

tensive outbuildings. 

The mansion consi ted of a main central block 
connected by concave curtain walls to smaller square 
buildings at both wings, which are repeated at the rere 
of the house. The main block wa badly damaged by 
fire in 1941, duri11g the occupation of the Military, and 
jts condition ha con iderably deteriorated ince that 
time, and owing to their dangerou condition some of 
the walls, at least, should be taken down without delay. 
I can visualize no u e to which the ruin may be put, 
and owing to exposure I am unable to place any ub
stantial value on the materials which would re ult from 

demolition. 

The adjoining wing are al o in a bad condition, three 
of them being in an advanced tate of decay, and the 
fourth, which wa occupied for orne time, a offices, 
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by the contractol's engaged on the new sanatorium 
scheme, is also dilapidated. In my view no portion of 
the former mansion is capable of being economically 
restored or re-constructed. I am of the opinion that 
tenders should be invited for demolishing these p01·tions 
of the premises, leaving a level site, and removing all 
the resultant material. 

'l"'he outbuildings are very extensive. Owing to the 
lands being devoted to grass farming, little use is made 
of the buildings, which although in the main very well 
built, are deteriOTating for want of use, and as a result 
of neglect by way of maintenance and repairs for several 
years . 

. -\s no doubt it will not be the intention of your Com
mittee to abandon so valuable an asset as these farm 
buildings provide it would be advisable, without delay, 
to put in hand the repairs which are necessary. These 
con ist of repairing slating to roofs, gutters, walls and 
floor~, door , gates and partitions, cracks irr walls, 
pla tel" and cornices, and in repainting and whitewash
mg. 

It is difficult to estimate the cost and extent of the 
work required, but I am of opinion that this will be 
approximatelj' £::3,000. 

\ IXCENT KELLY , B .. \.rch." 

T :,Ug"'e ·t that the Bo nl, having con idered this Report, 
mi~>ht refer the matter to the gricultural 'ub-Committee. 

25. On the su~>aestion of the Chief R.J\LS., I have obtained 
from .Ir. Yincent Kell-, B.Arch., plan for the addition of 

ombined ward kitchen and obserYation room to each of 
tbe n w T.B. PnYilion at Grangegorman. The Architect 
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estimates that the total additional cost of these rooms will 
be £2,210. As the Chief R.M. S. assures me that these 
rooms will add considerably to the facilities for treating the 
patients in the Pavilions, I have authorised the additions, 
subject to the approval of the Minister for Health. 

The Department of Health has advised me that the 
Minister has authorised a payment of £1,200 from the 
Hospitals Trust Fund, as a second instalment of the grant 
towards the cost of erecting the T.B. Pavilions. 

26. The Agricultural Manager, Portrane, will be absent on 
holidays for the next two weeks, and as there will be con
siderable pressure of work during the early part of September 
I would suggest that the meeting of the Agricultural Sub
Committee, which would ordinarily be held on the 26th 
August, be deferred to the fourth 'l1hursday in September. 

27. Dr. Dunne, Chief R.M.S., will be absent for one 
month from lOth instant, first in attending the Congress on 
Mental Health in London, as a representative of the Board, 
and then on annual leave. During his absence Dr. Blake 
will act as Chief R.lVLS. , and Dr. Eveleen O'Brien, Senior 
Assistant Medical Officer, will be in immediate cha.rge at 
Grangegorman. 

JoHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin A!!:<isdant City Managa. 

MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO JOINT 
BOARD. 

19th August, 1948. 

28. Since 13th ultimo 27 male and 41 female patients were 
admitted-total, 68. 63 of these were charge!l.ble patients, 
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12 being tempomry, 7 voluntary, and 44 Persons of Unsound 
Mind. Four District Private Patients were admitted, of 
whom 1 is voluntary and 3 -are temporlCiry patients. One 
patient was admitted on the Order of the President of the 
High Dourt. . . 

29. On Saturday evening, 14th instant, male patient J. B. 
(42558) was reported missing from No. 4 Division, Grange
gorman. This patient was discharged '' on trial '' from 
Portrane on the 21st January, 1948, and he was returned 
'' off trial '' to Grange gorman on the 13th February. He 
escaped from Grangegorman on the 19th June, and was 
brought back from Kilmainham Garda Station on the 21st 
of 'that month. He was at that time 'a liberty patient, and 
he was also a liberty patient on the 14th instant, when he 
was working in the Bakery. 

The Gardai were notified of his escape, and Male Nurses 
were <Sent to bis home in the City. He had not returned 
home up to midnight on the day d his escape, at which time 
the Male Nurses returned to the Hospital. It is understood 
that he returned home later that night and left again the 
following morning. He has not since been located. 

The Acting R.M.S. assures me that no blame attaches to 
any member of the Staff in connection with this escape, 
which ha been duly reported to the Minister for Health. 

30. The Acting R.M.S. at Grangegorman reports that the 
number of patient of advanced years who require nursing 
and care in bed admitted recently to the Female Ho pital 
bas re ulted in certain overcrowding in No. 22 Hospital 
Division. She has, accordingly, arranged to transfer anum
ber of bedridden patients to a ward in No. 18 Division, and 
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tfiis alteration requires an audition of one d~ty n\JM6. and one 
night nurse (pius ,reliefs) to the staff of DIVision 18. 

J ' . . 
31. I have arranged with the Dublin Corporation Library 

Service to supply on loan 1,000 books per quarter to the 
patients' Libraries in Grangegorman, for which a charge of 
£8 per quarter will be made. A draft agreement prepared 
by the Corporation's Law Agent, which I have approved, 
provides that, in addition to the charge of £8 per quarter, the 
Board shall be responsible for replacing any books lost or 
destroyed while on loan to the Hospital. rt is hoped to h!tVe 
the arrangement in operation .:frrom the 1st October. 

32: The Law Agent has recovered from a nurse who was 
injured in a motor accident the sum of £1.67 19s. 9d., being 
the amount of her salary and value of allowances during the 
period of her incapacity a.s ll. result of the accident. The 
nurse obtained substantial damages from the insurers otthe 
motor car, and included in her claim the sick pay granted 
to her by the Board-

JOHN P. KEAN&r 
Dublin AssiB"tant City Manager. 

Orders made thereon: 

Par 24--Referred to Agricultural Sub-Committee. 
Par 20-Next meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee 

to be held on 26th August. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter, dated lOth August, from the Clerk to the Council 
Corporation o£ Dublin, advising that the Dublin City Councii 
at the monthly meeting, held on the 9th August, accepted 
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the resignation of Councillor James J. O'Byrne as a .. Corpor
tion representative on the Grangeg~r~an · Mentai Hospital 
Board, and appointed M~s: . Essie 0 ;Byrne,' '' Franshaw 
House," Drimnagh, Dublin,-to fill the .. vacancy. 
- Noted. 

GENERAL. 

Miss K. McDowell enquired whether <any communication 
had been received from the Department of Health in regard 
to ·the proposals submitted for an increase in the remunertion 
of the Board's Nursing Staffs. 

The Manager reported that he had just prior to the meet
ing received a letter on that subject :from ·the Department of 
Health. The letter having been read, Councillor J ~mes 
O'Keeffe proposed, and Counuillor Frenk Foley seconded: 

" That this Board records its dissatisfaction st ·the rates 
of increases for the Nursing Staff which the Minister 
:for Health has decided to approve, and requests the 
Mini ter to sanction, with effect from the 1st January, 
1948, the rates of increases proposed by the Manager." 

P.a. ed unanimou ly. 

E. L f BRAY, 
hief Clcrl>. 

1 

THOM S BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

STANLEY BLAKE, 
Acting Chief R.M.S~ 
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Report No. 48. 
26th August, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held 
in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 26th day of August, 1948, Councillor Frank Foley 
(Deputy Chairman) in the Chair. Also present:
Councillors C. M. Byrne, John Cl<arke, P. J. Coghlin, W . 
P. Donohoe, P. P. O'Reilly and John Smithers. 

REPORT OF MANAGER RE:- FARM WORKER S 
WAGES. 

The following resolution adopted by the Agricultural Sub
Committee on the 25th March last, and approved by the 
Board on the 15th April last, w~s conveyed to the Depart
ment of Health on the 1st April: -

" That the Minister for Health be informed that, in 
the opinion of this Committee, the application of the 
Federation of Rural Workers for a minimum basic rate 
of £4 a week for farm workers employed by the Joint 
Board should receive favourable consideration, ~nd 
asked for an indication of his views on the matter." 

On the 30th June I was advi ed by the Department of 
Health that the MiniS>ter felt that under present circum
stances the rates of remuneration of the farm workers 
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referred to could not be regarded as inadequate, and that in 
the circumstances he was not prepared to agree to the 
increase proposed. The Department's letter was submitted 
to the Board at its meeting on the 22nd July last and it was 
referred back to the Agricultural Sub-Committee . 

. 
'l'he Agricultural Sub-Committee . on the 29th July 

appointed the following deputation to interview the Minister 
in connection with the matter: -

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman) 
, , Frank Foley 
, P. J. Coghlin 

P . P. O'Reilly 

On the 30th July the Chief Clerk wrote to the Department 
of Health asking when i.t would be convenient for the 
:\Iinistet· to receive the deputation. The following reply 
to hi letter wa received ye terday:-

DEP_\RTMEKT OF HEALTH, 
::\I.H. 6064/48. CUSTOM HOUSE, DUBLIN. 

18 Luna8a, 1948. 
A Chara, 

'Vith ref renee to JJreviou correspondence 1·egarding 
the war. ()£ the agt1.ouJtural workers employed; in 
Grnn.,.~gorman Di trict Mental Hospital, I am directed 
by th ifini ter for Health to tate that, while he feel 
thut the remuneration of these workers could not in 
pre etit circum tance be regarded as inadequate, be is 
prepared o a to meet as far as possible the wishes of 
the Mental Ho pital Board, to appmve of an increase 
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in their basic rate of remunera·tion to £3 14s. Od. a 
week provided the Manager is prepared to adopt this 
rate. 1'he consequential additional expenditure must, 
however, be borne out of the funds of the Mental 
Hospital Authority during the current financial year and 
will not rank for recoupment from the Health Services 
Grant. 

Mise, le meas, 
T. 0 MUIREADH~\ 1C'rH. 

The present basic rate for adult farm labourers is £3 5s. 
Ocl. a week of 48 hours (plus harvest bonus). Dairy workers 
and tractor drivers are paid lOs., and ploughmen 3s. a week, 
more than the basic rate. In view of the foregoing, I am 
prepared to increase the basic rate for adult farm labourers 
to £3 14s. Od. a week of 48 hours, plus harvest bonus, and 
plus, in the case of dairy workers, tractor drivers and plough~ 
men, the existing additions to the basic rate, subject to the 
Board authorising the additional expenditure involved, for 
which provision has not been made in the current year's 
Estimate and Demand. An increase of 9s. a week in the 
wages of the Board's farm workers at Portrane and Santry 
Court would cost £1,500 a year approximately. I propose 
to grant this increase with effect from and including the 
current wages' week and I would ask the Board to authorise 
the additional expenditure of £1,000 involved in the current 
financial year 1948/49. I would draw the Board's particular 
attention to the last sentence in the Department's letter 
which states that the additional expenditure will not reckon 
for recoupment from the Health Services Grant and con
sequently will be borne in full by the contributing authorities . 

• 
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In this connection I would point out that the Board has already authorised the following additional expenditure since the official Estimate and Demand for 1948-49 was adopted: -

Date of 
Board 

Order. 

19/2/48 
18/3/48 

18/3/48 

18/3 48 

20/5/4 

17/6/4 

1iJ6/4 

• :2( i /4 

22 i /4 

li /6/ 

l'i 6 4 

Amount 
authorised. 

£5,500 
£750 

£2,800 

£100 

£250 

£200 

£6 

£ 50 

£,)i6 

£620 

'21.600 

Pwrpose. 

Increased pensions. 
Increased wages for farm 

workers. 
Improved mid-day meal for 

patients on fast days. 
Increased subsidy to G.N.R. 

Co. for Donabate-Portrane 
omnibus. 

Increased salaries for Clinical 
Clerks. 

Substituting tea for cocoa in 
patients' evening meal. 

Purcha e of .steam press, 
car ing machine and 
electro-cardiograph . 

Woollen cardigan for female 
nur. e . 

Incr n ed i ue of cigarettes 
to female working patients. 

Increa ed lump urns to re
tired officers. 

Incren. eel alnries and wages . 

• 
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It is necesary to point out that, no provision having been 
made for these items in the official Estimate and Demand, 
it will be extremely difficult to maintain the Board's 
financial position during the remainder of the year. . This 
difficulty will be increased by the fact that, since the intro
duction of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945, the Board is 
not empowered to obtain temporary accommodation by 
means of bank overdroft. The position will be reviewed 
fully at the end of the current half year and I will report 
further to the Board as soon as possible thereafter. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

A deputation, consisting of Deputy Sean Dunne, and 
Messrs. Murphy and Farrell, representing the Federation of 
Rural Workers w.as received. 

The deputation informed the Sub-Committee that they 
would recomme~d their members to accept the increase of 
9s. per week which the Minister for Health is prepared to 
approve, provided that it was given retrospective to 1st 
March, 1948, but they could give no guarantee that their 
members would be willing to accept it. 

Councillor Smithers proposed and Councillor Coghlin 
.econded:-

" That the increased rate of pay tq the Farm Workers 
referred to in the Jfinister's letter of the 18th August, 
Hl48, be made retrospective to the 1st March, 1948, 
a11d this recommendation be referred to next meeting .of 
the Joint Board." 

Va . ed unanimou ly. 
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A discussion followed regarding the filling of vacancies on the engineering staff. It was pointed out by the deputation that farm workers with long service were denied the opportunity for promotion to these positions. 

It was decided to >arrange a conference of the Unions concerned to discuss this matter. 

The Chief Clerk, 

REPORT OF ARCHITECT. 
87 MERRION SQUARE, 

DUBLIN, 
5th August, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental H<>spital, 
Dublin. 

Re Santry Court. 
Dear Sir, 

In accordance with your instructions I have visited and examined the buildings at above with a view to advising generally on their condition, and making rec~mmendations for their repair, maintenance and use. 

The building comprise the former mansion and extensive outbuilding . 

The man ion consisted of a main central block connected h.r concave curtain walls to . malle•· quare buildings at both wing. , which are repeated at the rear of the house. The mnin block wn bodly damaged bs fire in 1941, during the occupation of the ~lilitnrv , and it condition has considerably deteriorated since th~t time , and owing to their dangerou condition orne of the walls, at least, should be taken down without delay. I can visualize no use to which the 
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ruins may be put, and owing to exposure, I am unable to 
place any substantial value on the materials which would 
result from demolition. 

The adJ'oinina winas are also in a bad condition, three of " " them being in an advanced ,state of decay, and the fourth, 
which was occupied for some time as offices by the con
tractors engaged on the new sanatorium scheme, is also 
dilapidated. In my view no portion of the former mansion 
is capable of being economically restored or reconstructed. 
I 'am of the opinion that tenders should be invited for 
demolishing these portions of the premises, leaving a level 
site, and removing all the resultant material. 

The out-buildings are very extensive. Owing to the lands 
being devoted to grass farming, little use is made of the 
buildings which, although in the main very well built, .are 
deteriorating for want of use, and as a result of neglect by 
way of maintenance and repairs for several years. 

As no doubt it will not be the intention of your Committee 
to abandon so valuable an asset as these farm buildings pro
vide, it would be advisable, without delay, to put in hands 
the repairs which are necessary. These consist of repairing 
slating to roofs, gutters, walls and floors, doors, gates and 
partitions, cracks in walls, plasters and cornices, and in 
re.painting and whitewashing. 

It is difficult to estimate the cost and extent of the work 
required, but I am of opinion that this will be approximately 
£3,000. • 

Yours faithfully, 

VINCENT KELLY. 
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Order.-Ask the Ancient aniL Nationa~ Commission of 
Monuments to consider the feasibility of taking over and 
preserving this mansion. Matter of outbuildings deferred 
for attendance of Agricu~tura~ Manage1· at next meeting of 
Sub-Committee and copy of Architect's rep01i to be sent. 
him in the meantime. 

INSPECTION REPORT-GRANGEGORMAN, 
24th June, 1948. 

1. On the 24th June, 1948, accompanied by Mr. Wolohan 
and Mr. Furey, we inspected the grounds and gardens of 
Grangegorman. We have to comment on the untidy and 
unkempt 111ppearance of the gardens. There are dumps of 
refuge, turf mould and broken stones close to the main 
building. We consider that the refuge dump, continually 
smoking, and covering a large area, should be in a more 
i olated place and that the contractor who removes the 
refuge should be compelled to do so more often, and that the 
dumps of tones and turf mould should be removed away 
and that all future dumping, where necessary, should be 
done in <an isolated place. 

2. The grass growing wild in several parts of the grounds 
should be cut periodically, both for its value as feeding stuf 
and hay and to keep the grounds tidy. 

3. The tillage portion, comprising 32 acres , cannot, undet 
pre ent conditions, give the returned crops that it should. 
Lack of paid labour and moohanical equipment are the cause 
of thi . eed are mothered for the want of proper weed
ing, and cultivation i slow because only patient labour is 
available to plough, etc. We recommend that a small 
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tractor known as '' The Iron Horse '' be purchased. It 
could be used for different tasks both in the garden and in 
the tillage fields. 

4. Fencing is required to enclose a new orchard, and a 
flower garden is badly needed to produce flowers for the 
institution. 

5. We inspected the piggery, where we were informed 
pigs to the value of £1,200 are in charge of a patient. The 
boiler here is old and antiquated and should be replaced by 
a new one. 

6. A nurses' recreation ground is badly required, as is 
· also a croquet ground for the patients. We .consider that 

the ground should be laid out for these purposes. 

7 • To look after the grounds and garden properly, we 
consider that at least two paid farm labourers should be 
provided throughout the year, or at least one for the year 
around and the other in the tillage season. 

8. We want to thank Mr. Wolohan, the Gardener, and 
Mr. Furey, the under-Gardener, for their courtesy and 
assistance in the inspection. 

JOHN BREEN . 
JOHN SMITHERS. 
PATRICK J. COGHLIN. 

Order.-Defer to next meeti?tg of the Sub-Committee. 

INSPECTION REPORT-PORTRANE, 

28th July, 1948. 

1. On the 28th July, 1948, accompanied by Mr. Wolohan, 
we inspected the grounds Tllnd fields which are under his 
control at Portrane, comprising altogether fifty acres. 
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2. We commend him on the condition of the gardens and 

fields and on the fine crop of fruit and vegetables and on 

obis fine variety of flowers. \V e recommend the tomato 

house should be extended to the end of the wall space avail

able, that a new potting shed should be provided and the 

roof of the old one restored . We also recommend that the 

fruit rooms and storehouse be extended. \Vhat has been 

done here is all the more commendable as he has to depend, 

mainly, on patient labour. 

3. We consider that two paid farm labourers and a 

gardener's apprentice are required to develop and to bring 

into full productivity both the garden and the fields for the 

consequent benefit of our institution. 

4. We thank Mr. Wolohan for his courtesy and help on 

this inspection. 

JOHN BREEN 
JOHN SMITHERS. 
PATRICK J. COGHLIN. 

Order.-Defer to next meeting of the Sub-Committe e. 

K. KE NE, 

Acting Chief Ole;], 

FRANK FOLEY, 

Chairman. 

STA LEY BLAKE, 

Acting Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 49· 
J.6th September, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 
'l'he stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 16th day of September, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne, 
P.C. (Chairman), in the chair. The following members were 
also present: 

City of Dublin Representatives: Alderman Bernard Butler, 
T.D.; Councillors John Clarke, P. J. ·Coghlan, William J. 
Colman, P.C.; Bernard. Conway, W. P. Donohoe, Frank 
Foley (Deputy Chaimnan), Mrs. Kathleen Ni.'C, P. T. 
O'Reilly, Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy, P.C.; and John 
Smithers, Miss K. :McDowell, and Mrs. Essie O'B yrne. 

County Wicklow Representatives: Councillors C. M. 
Byrne, and P. P. O'Reilly . 

. \pologies for non-attendance wet-e received £rpm Miss 
Ennis and l\Iiss Kneaf.sey. 

The minutes of last meeting (Report No. 47) of the 19th 
August, 1948, were confirmed and signed. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 19th August, 
1948, to 15th September, 1948, as under, was submitted 
and signed: 

Males Females Total 

On Hospital Register on 19th Aug., 
1948 1543 1859 3402 

Admitted to 15th Sept., 1948 29 24 53 

1572 1883 3455 

Males. Females. Total. 
Discharged to 15th 

Sept., 1948 15 26 41 
Died to do. 6 6 11 
Escaped to do .... -20 32 52 

Remaining on Hospital Register on 
16th Sept., 1948 ... 1552 1851 3403 

Absent on trial and escape on 16th 
Sept., 1948 12 11 23 

Number actually resident on 16th 
Sept., 1948, as per Morning State-
ment Book 1540 1840 3380 

DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of patients in Grange-

gorman Mental Hospital. .. 724 1157 1881 

Number of patients in Portrane 
Mental Hospital 816 683 1499 

Total number resident as above ... 1540 1840 3380 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

City of Dublin 

County Dublin 

County of Wicklow 

Criminal Lunatics 

Non-District patients 

Total 

• 

2532 

481 

293 

59 

15 

3380 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor Frank Foley proposBd and Councillor 1\lr . Xix 

seconded the adoption of Report o. 48, of the meeting of 

the Agricultural Sub-Committee, held on the 26th August, 

1948. Passed unanimously. 

Arising out of this Report, Councillor Frank Foley pro

posed .and Councillor John Smithers seconded: 

'' That, as recommended by the Agricultural Sub-Com

mittee, the Manager be authorised, pursuant to the 

prov1sions of Section 25 of the County Management Act, 

1940, to incur liabilities to an amount not exceeding 

£1,625 (One thousand ix hundred and twenty-five 

·pounds) in exooss of the amount of the official Estimate 

and Demand for 1948-49, for the purpose of defroying 

increased expenditure to be incurred in increasing the 

wages of the Board's farm wor:kers, with effect as from 

the 1st March, 1948." Passed unanimously. 

, 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION AT GRANGEGOR~IAN . 

24th August, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Geraghty we visited the Female 
Hospital, and as usual found ,some overcrowding. Although 
this tate exists, both the Doctors and Staff are doing every
thing possible to remedy it. We noticed in St. Anne's Ward 
some discoloration at one corner which requires attention. 

2. The T.B. Section (Glass House) requires external paint
ing, which would brighten it up. 

3. \Ve made an extensive tour of many of the sections 
where, a u ual, a good clean •appearance presented itself, 
and all patients well looked after- which reflects great credit 

' on our Staff. 

4. Whil t going through the Nur e ' Home we found it in 
<>ood order, with the exception of entrance to the Recreation 
Hall, where the wall are scaling badly, and would be im
proved by a little attention. Also the matting in the 
corridor wa bad in patche and dangerous. 

5. We witue ed 350 patients .at their mid-day meal, and 
the food wa good and plentiful. At the entrance to the 

inill' Hall th' wall require cleaning and painting. 

6. 'I he ~ ~ew L. undry wa in full swing and working satis
factorily. The u ual request from the patients for more 
ci lrette wa received, and also from the patients in the 
Kit'<lhen. 
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7. During a general inspection of the W ork·shops there was 
little to note. The Tailor's Shop could with advantage have 
bins provided to hold the surplus cuttings, as they were all 
over the floor and piled up in corners. The Workshop looks 
untidy. 

8. At the Annexe, or Main Entvance, the floor covering 
is very bad and should be attended to. 

9. During our conversation with the patients there was a 
general grievance and a general request for Daily Mass. We 
think this should not be, and representations should be made 
to our Chaplain to rectify .same. 

10. In the afternoon we were accompanied by Dr. Aird, 
and visited the General Hospital .and Recreation Room, etc. 
Again, thel'e was little to report. Cleanliness and attention 
wa all that could be de.sired. 

11 . The Gmunds were well kept, and a number of working 
patients quite enjoyed their job. The Attendant in charge is 
to be complimented. 

12. An apology was received from the Chairman, Councillor 
Byrne, for his inability to accompany u , due to his absence 
on official business. 

ALDERMAN BERNARD BUTLER , T.D. 

MRs. E. O'BYRNE. 

WILLIAM J. CoLMAN , P.C . 

Order. Heceivecl late . Consideration deferred to next meet
ing. 
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APPOINTMEKT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

'rhe following were appointed to the Grungegorman and 
Portrane Visiting CoiDJIDittees for the ensuing period to 21st 
October, d.ate of next meeting of the Board. 

GRAXGEGORMAN VISITING CoMMITTEE: 

Councillor T. Byrne, Chairman. 
Councillor Mrs. Nix. 
Councillor P. T. 0 'Reilly. 

PoRTRANE VISITIXG CoMMITTEE: 

Councillor T. Byrne, Chairman. 
Councillor M'rs. Nix. 
Councillor P. P. O'Reilly. 

~L\NAGER' REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

9th September, 1948. 

1. The number of patient resident in the Board's Hos
pital on th in tant wa 

Males Females Total 

Grangegormnn 715 1158 1873 

Portrnne 816 684 1500 

1531 1842 3373 
a compared with: 

th ept mber, 1947 1489 1821 3310 

th •' ptember, 1946 1547 1849 3396 
th eptember, 1945 1512 1826 3338 
th eptember, 1944 1492 1806 3298 
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this year's number being 63 more than on the corresponding 
date last year, and 75 more than on the corresponding date 
in 1944. 

2. The general condition of the Hospitals and the health 
of the patients is reported by the Br~ncb R.M.S., Portrane, 
and the Acting R.M.S. , Grangegorman, to be satisfactory. 
There were no cases of zymotic disease amongst the patients 
during the month. 

3. Male patient K. H . (1022), Grang.egorman, who was 
reported last month as having escaped on 4th August, was 
apprehended in London and brought back on 4th instant. 

4. There were no accidents to patients in either institution 
during the month. 

5. Acciclen.ts to Staff- Grangcgorman. - Female Attendant 
E. Q. , was kicked and bad her hair pulled by a patient on 
16th August. The nurse was off duty for two days. 

6. Accidents to Staff-Portrane.- Nurse K. B . slightly 
calded her band in the Laundry on 3rd August. 

Xurse B .D. (Jun.) received a ·scratch on her right thumb 
on 5th August, whilst restraining a refractory patient. 

Nurse A. B . was kicked on left .side by a patient on 5th 
August. 

Temporary Female Attendant J.M.J. , whilst off duty on 
14th August, fell off a bicycle and injured her knee. 

Nur e ~L ~[cW ., while restraining a patient on 19th 
.\ugust , wa bitten on the fourth finger of her right band . 
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None of these Nurses was off duty as a result of their injuries, which were not of .a ,serious nature. 

7. The Department of Health has informed me that thv :\Iintster's approval to certain increases in the rates of Long Service Pay and Charge Pay of the Nursing Staff may be taken as approv-al of the additional expenditure of £5,000 in the year 1948-49 for the purpo.ses of the Health Services Grant. As regards certain items of expenditure authorised by the Board pursuant to the provisions of Section 25 of the County Management Act, 1940, after the adoption of the official Estimate and Demand for 1948-49, the sanctioned payments of a revenue nature will be taken into account when determining the second instalment of the grant to be paid to the contributing authorities of the Board in respect of 1948-49. The econd instalment will be calculated by reference to the actual expenditure of Recognised Health ervices incurred during the six months ending on 30th ... eptember, 194 , and the estimated expenditure to be incurred during the six months ending 31st March, 1949. 
8. I have authori eel an increase of 6s. per week in the charge by Ganter Bros., Ltd., for the winding and regulating of clock in Grangegorman and Portrane. 
9. I have appointed Ir. P. L. Farrell, Accountant an~ .\uditor, to h\k tock at Grangegorman and Portrane, for the hl\lf-yent· endina 30th eptember, 194 , and to take stock of th 'nnteen nnd audit the anteen ccounts for the . nme p riod. 

10. \Yith refer nee to the Report of Inspection at Portrane 1rrit:>d out b:v Councillor mitbers and Foley, on 8th June, 194 ; 
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Item (iii) P.ainting of Scullery Meat Safe and Knife 
Room is in hands. 

Item (ix) The Chief Engineer reports that having 
discussed the matter with the Storekeeper and B aker 
there are several objections to the suggested procedure: 

(a) It will tend to be ~oo cool for storage in the winter 
months. • 

(h) It will take up valuable stores .space. 

(c) It will be more difficult to handle. 

As the quantity of flour stored is generally only about 
three tons, he recommends fitting wall and roof venti
lato~·s to the existing store, and that the doors isolating 
this store from the bakehouse be kept closed. 

Item (x) The shelves and bins have been erected in 
the General Stores, and electric lighting points will be 
installed at ·an early date. 

Item (xix) The Chief Engineer is unable to discover 
a. fault in the gutter at the Male H ospital Dormitory, 
and uggests that the dampness observed is residual as 
repaiJ·s were can-ied o_ut to this flat about three months 
.ago. 

11. I have authorised the purchase of 150 tons timber logs 
for Portrane from Messrs. Fuel Importers. These will be 
cnt into block in the Institution and used a required. The 
price is 20 . per ton . 

12. On the recommendation of the Industrial Inspector , 
Department of Indu try and Commerce, I have approved of 
the fitting of a wire me h guard over the Boilerhouse £a11 
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belt, and the issue of protective clothing to such members 
of the staff as are engaged in sorting soiled clothes in tbe 
Laundry at Portrane. This is considered essential under 
the terms of the Welfare Order. 

13. The Dublin County Council have completed the sur
facing of Avenue Road at Portrane, provision for which was 
made in the Annual Estimate, and I have conveyed to the 
Council a record of appreciation for the supervision and 
assistance rendered by their Assistant County Engineer. 

14. 'Vith regard to the establishment of a separate insti
tution for the treatment of young children, I have received 
a communication from the Department of Health, suggest
ing that a a temporary measure arrangements should be 
made for the provision of a special ward for such cases. I 
intend di cu ing the matter with the Chief R.M.S., on his 
return from leave. 

15. With reference to the Report of Inspection by Coun
cillor W. J. Colman, T. Byrne and Mr. John Cahill at 
Portrane, on 17th August, 1948: 

Item (v) The redecoration of the Pantry and Scullery 
ic; beino attended to. 

Item (ix) The arrangements for the Sports had been 
completed prior to the receipt of the Report, and it was 
not po . . ible to make any large alteration in the pro
gramme. .\ iame e Race for female patients was in
cluded nt their request. 

16. l regret to report the death, on 30th August, of John 
Dockt-1.'11, ex-\Yuterworkc; Man, Portrune, who had been on 
p n ion since eptember, 1942. 
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17. I am circulating with this Report copy of the Accounts 
for the year 1947-48 (Report .r o. 46). A Report on these 
will be submitted in my Supplemental Report on Thur,sday, 
16th instant. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin As8istant City }!anager. 

MANAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO JOINT 

BOARD. 

16th September, 1948. 

18. Since the 16th ultimo, 25 men .and 25 women patients 
were admitted-total, 50. Forty-four of these were charge
able patients, 12 being temporary, 2 voluntary, and 30 
persons of unsound mind. Two private voluntary district 
patients were admitted and one private temporary non
district patient. Three patients were admitted by Order of 
the Minister for Justice. 

19. The expenditure ·to date in respect of the loan of 
£11,500 for the completion of the New Laundry, and Central 
Powet· Station, and the erection of two T.B. Pavilions at 
Grangegorman, amounts to £8,760. In addition, the 
Architect has certified a further £3,000 due to the con
tractors, and there is a sum of £60 due to him for fees. 
Grants received from tbe Hospitals Trust Fund amount to 
.£4,000, and fln instalment of £2,500 on account of the loan 
has been received from the Commi ioner of Public \Vorks. 
I have , therefore, made application to the l\1'inister for Local 
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Government for sanction to the issue by the Commissioners of Public Works of a further instalment of the loan, amounting to £5,000. 

20. A sum of £300 is provided m the current year's estimate for the construction of a Garage at Portrane Farm to bouse the tractors. Owing to the increased number of tractors now in use, the Chief Engineer reports that the construction of a Garage sufficient to accommodate present and future requirements would cost £750-£800. I am examining the possibility of housing the tractors in huts of the Nissen type, which it is estimated could be procured and erected at a cost within the figure of £300 provided in the Estimate. Tenders for these buts were invited on 7th inet. 

21. At the meeting of the Board held on the 19th ultimo, a letter received that day from the Department of Health was read, which stated that the Minister was prepared to approve of the payment, with effect as from the 29th May, 1948, of a iemporary bonus to the Board's Nursing and Attendant Staff at rates which differed from those proposed by me, and for which the Board bad authorised the necessary additional expenditure. The letter stated that the 29th May, 1948, was the date from which comparable increases in the ('ivil ervice took effect, and that the Minister could not agree to increa es in the pa~- of the Nursing and Attendant Staff from an earlier date. The following resolution, proposed by Councillor James O'Keeffe, and seconded by Councillor Frank Fol y. was adopted unanimously: • 
.. That thi Boarcl record its dissatisfaction at the rates of increa es for the Nursing Staff which the Minitrter fl)r Health bas decided to appro\'e, and requests the Min-
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ister to sanction, with eff·ect from 1st January, 1948, 
the rates of increases proposed by the Manager." 

The resolution was -conveyed to the Department of Health on the 20th August, and on the 11th instant I received a reply which is submitted herewith, stating that, for the reasons indicated in the Department's letter of the 19th August, the Minister is precluded from according approval to the proposals submitted by me. 

22. I am submitting ·a Report from the Accountant of the Board's Accounts for 1947-48 (Report No. 46), copies of which were circulated with the notice of the meeting. 

23. In connection with the Report of Inspection at Grangegorman carried out by Alderman Alfred Byrne and Councillors Mrs. Nix and P. P. O'Reilly on 12th ultimo, the Clerk of Works reports that the corridors on the . Male Side are not urgently in need of painting, .and that provision will be made for this work next year. The Male Dining Hall has only recently been re-decorated, but the Kitchen is in need of re-painting. It is hoped in the near future to put in hands the extension of the Steamer House and Te-decoration of the Kitchen must, of course, be postponed until the building work is completed. 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin AsBistant City Manager. 

Orders made thereon: 

Par. 15. Councillor Frank Foley expressed the Board's ~ppreciation of the efforts of the Staff Committee in organismg the Sports which had proved very enjoyable. · 



Joint Board. 292 16th September, 1948. 

Par. 21. Proposed by :Yliss K. McDowell, seconded by 
Councillor Frank Foley: 

" That a deputation consisting of the following members 
of the Board be appointed to discuss this matter with 
the Minister for Hearth-Councillor Thomas Byrne 
(Chairman), Councillor Frank Foley, Councillor John 
Smithers, Miss K. McDowell." 

Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF ACCOUNTANT. 

ACCOUXTS FOR 1947-48 (PRINTED REPOR'r No. 46). 
When preparing the Annual Estimate and Demand for 

1948-49, it was estimated that the Expenditure for 1947-48 
would amount to £507,000 and the Receipts £42,566, and 
that there would be a debit balance at 31st March, 1948, 
of £49,933. The actual figures for the period were :
Expenditure £510,126, Receipts £45,027, Debit balance 
£50,5 

In a joint report of the Chief Clerk and myself on 18th 
December, 1947 (see printed Report o. 30) we explained 
in detail the rel\sons for the large anticipated debit balance 
at 31st :\larch. The actual figures worked out very 
approximately to those set out in our report. 

The decrea'e of £30,477 shown on Page a of Printed 
He port ~ • o. 46, between the Estimated Expenditure and the 
actual pa~·ment in re pect of salaries and wages for 1947-4 
i" not a true d crea e. When the estimate for that year bad 
h • •n prepared in detail , it was found necessary at the Ia t 
1nom~nt to add a bulk sum of £57,000 to the .original e ti
mate of £12 ,000 under this bead, to cover increases in 
salarie and wacre which were granted with effect from 1st 
October. 1946. Part of tbi addition was actually expended 
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within the financial year 1946-47. A part also is shown 
under the separate heads of expenditure to which certain 
of the salaries and wages are charged, e.g., Farm Expenses, 
Structural Alterations and Repairs. The actual expenditure 
of £154,522 for 1947-48 should, therefore , be compared with 
the similar heading for 1946-47 and previous years. 

The average annual cost per patient calculated on the 
Gross Expenditure, including Repayment of Loans less 
receipts for farm and garden sales, old stores and miscel
laneous receipts, has risen from £115 Os. 5d. in 1946-47 to 
£152 19s. 2d. in 1947-48, an increase of £37 ISs. 9d. 

'fhe following table shows the average cost under each 
head of expenditure :-

TABLE I . 
Average 

Gross Expend! turc Annual Cost Comparison 

Year Year Year Year In- De-
1946-47 1947-48 1946-47 1947--48 crease crease 

~aries and Wages (Gross) 
£ s. d. £ s. d . £ s. d. £ s. d.£ s. d. s. d. 

uperannuations . . . . .. 

~~:.~~~~d ~~bacco ::: 
Materials for washing or 
kedl~~~ing . . . . .. 

Heating, Lighting and wate~ 
Cl Jn~~£PIY . . . . .. 0 ·~ and Bedding .. . 
~")•lure, Hardware etc ... . 

edicaJ and Surgical appli
ances 

Struct~ral Alter~tions re
Stat'P&us, etc. . .. ' .. 

•g~.:;r· Printing, Adve;-

lents, Rates, Taxes and 
Insurance 

Incidental ·· · 
ll~vannent of L<i~lli. 

lece~ts from Farm Sales 
8 ld Stores, Interest' 

136,418 8 11165,503 13 1 40 14 0 50 2 5 9 8 5 
17,533 17 8 25,611 14 6 5 4 7 7 15 2 2 10 7 
76,021 17 5 93,195 4 I 22 13 7 28 4 6 5 10 11 
39,757 6 6 57,705 12 9 11 17 2 I7 9 6 5 12 4 

1,231 11 4 1,606 4 2 0 7 4 0 9 9 0 2 5 
2,534 10 6 4,838 16 8 0 15 2 I 9 4 0 14 2 

57,888 19 10 91,815 12 3 17 5 5 27 16 110 10 8 
21,633 13 IO 31,994 0 10 6 9 1 9 13 9 3 4 8 

2,780 16 11 5,216 11 10 0 16 7 I 11 7 0 15 0 

1,035 3 9 1,324 1 11 0 6 2 0 8 0 0 110 

17,125 1 9 16,889 1 0 5 2 2 5 2 4 0 0 2 

1,926 10 4 2,305 411 011 6 014 0 0 2 6 

2,211 5 8 2,120 4 1 0 I3 2 0 I2 IO 0 4 
5,721 19 5 4,572 3 5 I14 2 I 7 8 6 6 

19,598 I 2 I7,856 811 5 IG 11 5 8 2 8 9 

£403,419 5 0 522,S54 I4 5 120 7 0 158 5 I 37 18 

UJJerannnatlon and 
other Deductions . .. 17,868 I 2 I7,484 2 6 5 6 7 5 5 11 0 8 

£385,551 3 10 505,070 11 11 115 0 5 152 19 2 37 18 9 

n.l\. Aven~~~e Number or 
lleute B.eeident 3,352 3,802 
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'l'he average costs determined in accordance_ with Article \J3 of the Public Bodies Order, 1946, are calculated on the quantities of Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. , actually consumed, and are shown in the following table 

TABLE II. , 

COST DURING YEAR AVERAGE COST 

Year Year Year Yea 19.16-47 1947-48 1946-47 19.17-48 
£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ s. d. Food, Drink and Tobacco 115,865 8 10 140,406 9 3 34 11 4 42 10 5 Materials for Washing 

0 9 7 
or Cleansing .. . 1,257 5 8 1,57T 10 6 0 7 6 Medicines .. . .. . 2,531 11 9 4,338 16 8 0 15 1 1 6 3 Heating and Lighting 75,138 11 5 78,566 15 9 22 8 4 23 15 11 Clothing and Bedding 21,633 13 10 31,994 0 10 6 9 1 9 13 9 .Furniture, Crockery and 

1 11 8 
Hardware ... 2,780 16 11 5,216 11 10 0 16 7 Medical and Surgical Appliances ... 1,027 3 9 1,324 111 0 6 1 0 8 0 

Maintenance cost 220,234 12 2 263,424 6 9 65 14 0 79 15 7 Establlsbment cost 197,890 12 8 236,140 18 0 59 0 9 71 10 3 
TOTAL COST 418,125 4 10 499,565 4 II 124 14 9 151 5 10 

On this basis the increase in the average cost was £26 lls . ld . per annum. The expenditure on Farm and Ganlen is included in the cost of Food , Drink and Tobacco in the above table. 

The general increase of salaries and wage·s granted during the period are reflected under practically every heading, whether b~· actual increases paid or by an increase in the price of commodities purcha ed. 

Th reductiou of 50 iu the daily average number resident naturally tend to inc1·ease the average cost per patient. 
It will be ob erved that the increase in the cost of Heating and Lighting in Table I is £10 lOs. Sd. per annum, while in Table II the amount is £1 7s. 4d. per annum. This is 
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due to the greater value of stock in hand at 31 / 3 / 48 as 
against that at 31 /3/ 47 . This also applies to the costs of 
Food, Drink and Tobacco , including ·Farm E xpenses, but 
not to the same extent. 

On page 6 of Report No. 46 will be found a table showing 
the daily average number of patients resident and the 
annual expenditure "per patient" for .the last ten years , 
from which it will be seen that the cost including repayment 
of loans, has risen from £67 8s. 8d. per annum in 1938f39 
to £152 19s. 2d. in 1947 ) 48 . • This represents an increase of 
nearly 127% in the average gross cost. 

K. KEANE, 

Accountant. 

Order . See Par. 22 of the Manager's Supplemental 
R eport of this date . 

. E . M:. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 
JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 

THOMAS BYRNE 

Chairman. 
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Report No. 50. 
23rd September, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

AGRI CULTURAL SUB -COMMITTEE. 
A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held in 

the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 23rd day of September, 1948, Counc~llor Thomas B yrne, 
P.C. (Chairman) in the chair. Also present: Councilloffi C. 
M. Byrne, P. J. Coghlan, Frank Foley, P. P. O'Reilly, 
P. T. O'Reilly, and John Smithers. 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

23rd September, 1948. 
1. Purchase of Milch Cows.- Since my last Report on 

July 29th , 54 T.B . tested milch cows have been purchased, 
which cost a total of £2,451, and averaged £45 7s. 9d. each. 
These cows have been isolated at Turvey Farm and are 
giving an average of 2! gallons daily. 

2. Milk Supplies.-Milk .supplies have been fairly steady 
during the pa t two months although temporary deficiencies 
have occurred. At present the 208 cows milking are giving 
405 gallons daily of which Grangegorman is getting 230 and 
Portrane 175. This leaves a total deficiency of 23 gallons, 
10 at Portrane and 13 at Grangegorman. 

As a number of springing cows and heifers are now due for 
calving it may not be nece ary to purchase further milch 
cows, and full milk supplies may be produced. 
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3. 1\Iastitis.-For the past two months mastitis has been Yery prevalent among both milch and dry cows, and some c:hronic c:ases had to be slaughtered. The position has con
siderably improved recently. 

4. Crops.-The Wheat Orop has been cut and stooked, but so far none has been ricked or threshed. All the hay crop has been stored,- and as we received delivery of the X ew :\Iill and Baler more than half the crop was baled. To date 22 acres of potatoes have been dug for both hospitals, the average yield being 10 tons per statute acre. Grass has made satisfactory growth throughout the season, and milch cows have received no concentrated feeding so far. 
5. Santry Court. - The pastures at Santry have made ati factory progress, and all are being grazed. 52 T.B. te ted bullocks were purchased for grazing of which 8 were r~cently removed to Portrane for slaughter, leaving 44. 

Ther~ are al o 77 homebred cows and heifers grazing on 
th~ e pastures. 

With regard to the Report of Mr. Vincent Kelly, Architect, re Farm Building at Santry, I am of opinion that the repairs r~fen~d to, e pecially the most urgent ones, should be c:nrried out to the e buildings, a some of them will be required from time to time, and without repairs deterioration will be very rapid. 

Ord r made thereon: 
Par. 1, 2, 3 and 4.-Noted. 

JAMES HAYE , 
Agricultural Manager. 

Par 5.-l\Ir. Judge, Clerk of Work , to consult Mr. Hayes a to the mo t urgent and e sential repairs. Further report to be ubmitted to Manager. 
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REPORT OF INSPECTION DF PORTRANE FARM. 

1. We visited Portrane on Wednesday, August, 11th. Mr. 
Hayes wa-s in the Market, and we could not contact Mr. 
O'K€effe. However, Mr. Sheridan conducted us over the 
Farms, and gave us every information and we would like 
to pay a tribute to him. Dr. Blake, R.M.S., with his usual 
kindness, took us from place to place in his car. 

2. We obtained a list of all Stock on the farms. There 
are 249 milch cows, 84 dry, 8 fattening; 63 calves, 37 yearl
ing heifers, 36 (2 years old) heifers in calf; 64 bullocks, 6 
bulls; 30 breeding sows, 22 store sow-s, 34 store pigs, 17 
fattening pigs, 3 fat sows, 2 boars, 138 bonhams, 37 wethers. 
We inspected the recently bought-in cows at Turvey, which 
in our opinion are a very good selection. The calves were 
up to the usual Portrane standard. 

3. vVe were present at the round-up and slaughter of a 
bullock- which was carried out very expeditiously. 

4. We could not but admire the pigs. They are a credit 
to the institution. 

5. There are approximately 100 acres of wheat which 
looked promising. We inspected about 10 acres of it. 
\Ye saw 60 or more acres of potatoes, and had a close-up 
in pection of 13 acres. Potatoes looked excellent. 

6. \Ve have no criticism to make, nor suggestions to offer 
except that the Cooling Plant for the milk, both in Portrune 
and Turvey is outmoded, and in our opinion should be re
placed by a more modern plant. Mr. Byrne reported on this 
a couple of years ago. 
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7. We would again like to thank Dr. Blake and Mr. 
Sheridan for their assistance and kindness to us . 

Order.-Noted. 

C. M. BYRNE. 
P. P. O'REILLY. 

INSPECTIO~ REPORT-PORTRANE FARM. 

9th September, 1948. 
On the 9th September, we, the undersigned, visited the 

Gardens, Farm Buildings at Portrane Hospital , and herewith 
ubmit our R-eport for the consideration of the Board: 

1. Accompanied by Mr. McGrath, as the Gardener (Mr. 
\Yoloban) wa away at Grangegorman, we first examined the 
Fruit, Flower and Vegetable Gardens, and in this connection 
r pectfully ugge t: 

(a) That the employment of additional paid-help to 
effect the more efficient operation of this important and 
productive unit seems very necessary. 

(b) tep hould be taken to provide a suitable 
mechanical type of prayer-a ucb a unit would save 
a "reat deal of time n well a en uring greater protec
tion to the fruit tree , plant , etc., from depredation by 
rle, tructive in. ect , etc. 

( t· ) 'Liw c ·t ' 11 ion of th stornae poce for fruit, etc., 
nlr •nd;- II"" steel hould be proceeded with, a. thi 
wonltl nlso in ·lndc an exten. ion of the Tomato Hou e. 
In he com e of onr vi it it wa evident to u that the 
pr uction of tomatoe wa being very ucce fully 
cnrrie!l out in the exi . ting Green-bouse, and therefore 
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the suggested enlargement would bring about the pro

duction of larger quantities of . this useful commodity. 

2. The Gardens as a whole appeared to us to be as well 

looked after as is possible, with the large proportion of the 

help being made up of patient labour, and under the Cll'<lUID

stances were a credit to Mr. \Volohan; accordingly the 

provision of additional paid help would enhance Mr. 

Wolohan's already highly commendable efforts in maintain

ing this unit to the highes·t peak of production in respect of 

fruit, vegetables, etc. 
I 

3. Whilst the chairman (Councillor T. Byrne) visited 

sections of the Hospital, Councillors P. J. Coghlan and Foley 

visited the Farm Buildings. 

4. Accompanied by Mr. Hayes, Farm ~Ianager, inspection 

was made of the Piggeries, Milking Sheds, Stables, Slaughter 

House, Hay Sheds, SUo, and Dairy-in this connection we 

would like to respectfully submit: 

(a) That, as some 10 people have to work in or .around the 

Dairy, a larger number of hand towels should be pro

vided there, as the two at present supplied do not seem 

.sufficient for the number involved, and the necessity of 

providing facilities for the men to wash their hnnds. 

Soap should be al o made available. 

(b) \\'e noted that the previous deci ion to provide 

a more effectiYe apparntus for cooling the milk handle<l 

hPre has not been carried out. 

(r·) Our attention wns drawll to the fact that the up

plie of milk from the Hospital Herd had again fallen 

below the daily requirement both for Portrane and 
Grangegorman. 
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(d) In our inspection of the Piggeries the several litters 
of young pigs which we saw there impressed us very 
much in respect of their numbers, and obviously 
splendid condition. This applies with equal force to all 
of the other pigs reaching maturity, which we also saw 
on that day. This fact, .as already emphasised by the 
Reports of previous V~siting Committees, makes it clear 
that in the matter of pig-rearing and productionPortrane 
is an outstanding success. Accordingly, we again re
spectfully suggest to the Board that the previous sug
gestion of extending the Piggery Buildings and the con
sequential extended development of this valuable form 
of activity should be proceeded with ~ihhout any further 
delay. 

(e) The new Threshing Machine was installed in the 
Farmyard, and wa-s ·in process of being tuned up for 
threshing operations. It appeared to be a very efficient 
unit. 

(f) The Slaughter House was maintained in its u~ual 
clean and efficient condition. 

We desire to expre s our thanks to Dr. Blake, Acting 
R.M .. , . Ir. :1cGrath, Mr. Haye , and the other members 
of the taff contacted during our visit for their help, courtesy 
nnd kind nthmtion. 

Or<lrr. Received late. 
meeting. 

THOMA BYRNE. 
P TRICK J . COGHLA '. 
FRANK FOLEY. 

Consideration deferred to next 



• 

Agricul. Sub-Committee. 303 23rd September, 1948. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING MEMBERS. 

'l'he following members of the Sub~Conpnittee were ap
pointed to inspect the Board 's F.arms and Gardens during 
the ensuing period to date of next meeting of the Sub-Com
mittee: 

On 30th September, 1948. 

Councillor C. M. Byrne. 

Councillor P. J. Coghlan. 

Councillor Frank Foley. 

P. P. O'Reilly. 

On 7th October, 1948. 

Councillor T. Byrne. 

Councillor John Smithers. 

Councillor P. T. O'Reilly. 

K. KEANE. 

Acting Chief Clerk. 

THOMAS BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 

FALCONER, DUBLIN. 
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Report No.JI. 
21st October, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

JOINT BOARD. 
The slated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 
the 21st day of October, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne, 
P.C. (Chairman), in the chair. The following members were 
also present: 

City of Dublin Representatives-Alderman Bel'llard Butler, 
T.D.; Councillors John Clarke, P. J. Coghlan, \V. J. 
Colman, P.iC.; Bernard Conway, Gilbert Hughes, Mrs. 
Kathleen Kix, P. T. O'Reilly, Mrs. Lillie O'Shea Leamy, 
P.O.; John Smithers, Eugene Timmons, Messrs. John Cahill 
and Prederick :\Iullen, Mrs. Maureen .Connon, Miss K. 
McDowell, and Mrs. Es ie O'Byrne. 

County Dublin Representatives: - !Councillors James • 
Andrews, Joseph Dignam, Eamonn Rooney, T.D.; and Sean 
Taggart. 

f'ounty Wicklow Representatives: - Councillors C. M. 
Byrne, James Everett, T.D.; and P. P. O'Reilly. 

An apology fo.r non-attendance was received from Coun
cillor Sean Dunne, T.D. 

The minutes of the la t meeting (Report No. 49 of the 
16th September, 1948) were confirmed and igned. 
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Ari~ing out of the minutes, Councillor John Smithers 
asked whether any reply had been received to the request 
that the Minister.. for Health should receive a deputation 
from the Board to discuss the question of increased remun
eration for the Nursing Staff. The Chief Clerk .rea.d a letter 
(-M.H. 11218/ 48, dated 24th September, 1948) from the 
Department of Health asking for details of the points to be 
discussed and a reply which he bad sent on the 27th Sep
.tember, after consultation with the Chairman. The Board 
approved of his reply, and directed him to request that the 
Minister would endeavour to meet the deputation not later 
than 28th October. 

_\ retUI'n of the state o.f the Hospital from 16th September 
to 20th October, 1948, as under, was submitted and 
signed:-

On Ho pital Register, 16th Sept., 
1948 

" droit ted to 20th Oct., 1948 

Males Females Total . 

1550 1849 3399 

28 35 63 

Total ... 1578 1884 3462 

Di charged 
Males. Fenwles. Total. 

to 20th Oct., '48 16 15 31 
Died to ditto 13 5 18 
E caped to ditto 29 20 49 

Remaining on Ho pital Register on 
21 t Oct., 1948 1549 1864 3413 
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Absent on trial and escape, 21st Oct., 
1948 10 13 23 

Number actually resident -on 21st 
Oct:, 1948, as· per Morping State-
ment Book 1539 1851 3390 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Number of patients in Granaeaorman b 0 

Mental Hospital 732 1171 1903 

Number of patients in Portrane Mental 
Hospital 807 680 1487 

Total number resident as abov-e 1539 1851 3390 

CHARGEABILITY. 
City of Dublin . . . 2543 
County Dublin .. , 480 
County Wicklow 294 
Criminal Lunatics 55 
Non-di trict patients 18 

Total 3390 

AGRLCULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor W. J. Colman proposed, and Councillor Joseph 
Dignam seconded, the adoption of Report No. 50, of the 
meeting of the' Agricultural Sub-Committee, held on the 

23rd September, 1948. 

Passed unanimously. 
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INSPECTIOK REPORT, PORTRANE. 
13th October, 1948. 

1. On the 13th October, we visited Portrane Mental 
Hospital, and were accompanied by Dr. Blake, and by 
Miss Meenagh (Matron), while inspecting the Female 
House. 

In the Male Infirmary all the patients appeared happy 
and well cared for. The bed patients were partaking of their 
dinner, which was served promptly and consisted of stewed 
beef, mince, plenty of vegetables, .soup for the older and 

. infirm patients, followed by milk pudding. 
2. In the Kitchens the meat and vegetables in pre

paration for the patients were both appetising and nourish
ing. The patients seemed to have no complaints, with the 
exception of the " usuals " importuning the members to 
allow them home. 

3. The Day Rooms on both sides were clean and well 
aired. A number of patients were exercising in the grounds 
before dinner, aud they also seemed to be happy. 

In the Sanatorium the appearance and w~ll-being of the 
patient reflected credit on the officials in charge. In the 
' hroni.c \Yard the patients, who are all very old, were 

manife tly well looked after. 

4. In the \V orkrooms there were 43 workers. This number 
i not ufficient, and more are required for the machines. 

In the 'fhernpy Room al o it appeared fairly evident that 
ai!ditional worker are t·equired. We consider that a wireless 
. et would be greatly appreciated here. 

5. In the Laundry there were 36 workers. .A good few 
more are required. 
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6. The gutters on the officers' houses need to be cleaned, 
as we noticed grass growing in them. 

7. In conclusion, we wish to thank Dr. Blake ·and the 
other officers "o/ith whom we made contact for their courtesy 
and very helpful assistance. 

(Signed) THOMAS B YRNE. 
KATHLEEN NIX. 
P. T. O'REILLY. 

Order. Receivecl late. ' Considera.tion deferred to next 
meeting. 

INSPECTION REPORT-GRANGEGORMAN. 
14th October, 1948. 

1. On the 14th October, we visited Grangegorman, and 
Were taken over the institution by Dr. Geraghty and Miss 
Reilly. 

The Dayrooms and Dininghalls on both sides were clean 
and well aired. 

2. In the Hospitals the patients were well looked after. 
In No. 18 Division where there are all bed-patients we 
noticed there was only one radio for three wards, and we 
wondered if an extra one could be provided. 

3. In the Epileptic \iVards the patients were all up and out 
of doors. 

4. New Wards which were badly needed were recently 
opened and proved a great boon to the patients and staff. 

5. The dinner, which was being served in the Wards and 
Dining Rooms, was of good quality and consisted of stewed 
beef, vegetables and pudding. The more delicate patients 
were given beef tea. 
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6. In the female kitchen there were 10 workers with 2 
nurses, and we consider the number not sufficient as they 
have a large number to cater for. 

The Scullery needs painting and cleaning. 
7. In the Wo.rk and Therapy Rooms where they were 

stocktaking we found the output very satisfactory. 
8. In conclusion we wish to thank Dr. Geraghty, Miss 

Reilly and all the offi<Jials who so generously tendered their 
assistance. ' 

Order. 

THOMAS BYRNE 
KATHLEEN NIX. 
P. T. O'REILLY. 

Received late. Consideration deferred to next 
meeting. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISIT! JG GOMJ\1J:'J.Vl'EES. 
The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 18th 
Rovemher--clate of next meeting of the Board: 
GR.\NGEGOR JAN VISITING CoMMITTEE. 

Councillor T .. Byrne (Chairman). 
ouncillor G. Hughes. 

Mr. F. Mullen. 
fr . Mnureen Connon. 

'PoRTRANE VISITING CoMT>UTTEE. 

ouncillor T. Byrne (Chnirman) . 
Councillor James Andrews. 
Couooillor P. P. O'Reilly. 
Councillor Sean Taggart. 
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M.1.NAGER'S REPORT rro JOINT BOARD. 

14th October, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board 's 

Hospitals on 13th instant was:-

Grangegorm an 

· Portrane 

as compared with:-

Males. Females. Total. 

731 
810 

1541 

1165 
681 

1846 

1896 
1491 

3387 . 

13th October, 1947 1487 1829 3316 

13th October, 1946 1537 1844 3381 

13th October, 1945 1516 1826 3342 

13th October, 1944 1490 1795 3285 

this year's number being 71 more th~n on the corresponding 

date last year, and 102 more than on the corresponding date 

in 1944. 

2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals and 

the health of the patients is reported by the Chief R.M.S. 

and the Branch R.M.S. to be satisfactory. There were no 

cases of zymotic disease amongst patients or staff during 

the month. 

3. Liberty patient T. -:\leN. (687) was found to b~ missing 

from. Grangegorman at tea time on Sunday, 26th September. 

He was located at his home by two Male Nurses on the 

27th September, who brought him book to the Hospital. 

The patient attempted to run away when he saw the Male 

Nurses, and be fell, sustaining a sprained ankle. 

On the 7th instant liberty patient W. . (940) wn found 

to be missing from the Recreation Grounds at Grangegorman 

around 7.30 p.m. An immediate search of the grounds 
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failed to locate him. Two Male Nurses were .sent to the patient's home, and remained there until 2 a.m. on the 8th October. So far the patient has not been recaptured, but when a Male Nurse called to his home on tbe 8th instant he was informed that the patient had called there early that morning and bad left again. 
The Chief R.M:S. assures me that no blame attaches to any member of the staff in connection with these escapeswhich have been reported to the Minister for Health. 
4 . . On the 28th September, male patient K. H. (1022) in No. 6 Division at Grangegorman, suddenly jumped through a pane of glass in a top window and escaped on to the grounds. He was caught within a quarter of an hour inside the boundary wall, and he had lacerated his hand when going through the window. This patient is a Criminal Lunatic, and has escaped on two occasions under somewhat similar circumstances. 

5. No other serious accidents to patients in Grangegorman or Portrane are reported during the past month. 
6. Accidents to Staff-Grangegorman.-Temporary Attendant M. F., was struck on the head with an attache case by a patient bn 3rd instant. He was attended to by a medical officer, but did not go off duty. 
Nurse B. O'N. was kicked in the abdomen by a patient on 3rd instant, as a result of which she was off duty from the 5th to the 8th instant, inclusive. 
P. D., messenger, slipped while off duty on the 27th ultimo, injuring hi left foot, and was off duty for 5 days. 
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7. Accide1tts to Staff-Portrane.-On the 27th ultimo, 

Female Attendant -E. M. was stitching a patient's frock 

when the patient became violent, and the needle entered 

and broke in the officer's left wrist. The needle was re

moved in St. Laurence's Hospital, and the officer is still 
off duty. 

Nurse :M. C., on the 28th September, had her hand 

scratched by a patient, and on the 6th September was 

bitten on the left hand by a patient. Nurse J.M.R. had her 

fingers twisted by a patient on the 16th September. Nurse 

J. M. J., on the 15th September, slightly scalded her right 

foot. urse C. 1IcG., on the 26th September, had her finger 

twisted by a patient. Nurse A.B., on the 2nd October, re

ceived a cut on the palm of her hand. None of these nurses 

was off duty as a result of the accidents. 

On the 14th September, the Farmyard Foreman strained 

his back while catching a bull at Portrane Farmyard. He 

was attended to by the Medical Officer and continued at 
work. 

On the 27th Sept., M. R., a temporary farm labourer, fell 

off his bicycle on the way from Turvey Farm, and received 

injuries to his nose, forehead, left eye and chin. He was 

attended to by a Medical Officer, and continued at work. 

8. At the meeting of the Board, held on the 17th June, 
a resolution was adopted, requesting the Minister for Health 

to take steps to provide a separate institution for the treat

ment of juvenile patients uffering fr.om mental disease. 

This resolution was transmitted to the Department of 

Health, and I was informed in reply that the Minister con

sidered that as a temporary measure arrangements should 

be made for the provision of a separate ward in the Board's 
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Hospitals for such cases. The following is a Report sub
mitted ·to me by the Chief R.M.S., in connection with this 
suggestion: -

" The total number of patients in · Grangegorman and 
Portrane under 16 years of age amounts to 12 patients-
9 males and 3 females . Nine of these patients are 
between 12 and 16 years; of the other three, one is aged 
4 years, one is aged 6 years, and one is aged 10 years. 
All these cases are suffering from mental deficiency of 
varying grades, from idiocy to imbecility . . With two 
exceptions, their behaviour is restless, destructive, 
impulsive, requiring continuous .special care and obser
vation. Five of them also suffer from epilepsy. The 
problem of treatment and management for these 
children is a very difficult one. 

They could not be kept with other children, as they 
would be dangerous owing to their impulsive tendencies. 
The provision of a separate ward in Grangegorman is 
hardly suitable either, owing to the disparity in their 
-ages and the difference in sex. While the present 
method of distributing them in adult ward has the dis; 
advantage of creating a disturbance for the adult 
patients, it ha been found in practice that some adult 
patients take a special interest in these young patients 
tmd become Yery attached to them and help to look 
after them. 

~ f w en e are · o continuously restless and noisy 
and unre pon ive to any form of· treatment, that the 
on) olution would be complete isolation which would 
require nlmo t a separate staff for each individual. As 
the provision of u separate staff and accommodation for 
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these few cases would entail very considerable expense 

they are dealt with as well as poss~ble with the means 

at our disposal by keeping them amongst other demented 

patients who would be more tolerant than more intelli

gent patients. 

In my opinion, the only proper solution of the problem 

of dealing with such patients, who are not very 

numerous, would be to have a separate wing attached 

to a Mental Defective Institution where proper facilities 

would be provided for dealing with them.'' 

A copy of the Report has been transmitted to the Minister 

and further developments are awaited. 

9. The following are particulars of tenders for general 

supplies accepted on the 23rd ultimo. 

FOR THREE MONTHS from 1/ 10/ 48--

DUDLIN MEA~/i~t~y COMMITTEE: 

Beef ... d/d free} 
Mutton ... Grange-
Liver . . . . . . gorman 

Mutton cutlets ... 

FOR SIX MONTHS FROM 1/10/ 48 to 
3113/49. 

CARTON BROS., LTD. 
Best selected hen eggs (fresh and sterilised) 

dId free Grangcgorman 
carriage paid Donabate Stn. 

IluSK DJRECr TRADING 00. 
Sodn 'Vnter, Lemonntle, etc. ... 
d/d Grangegonnan or carringe 
paid Amiens t. tation 

M. BYliNe. 
Sausages, d/d Grnngegorman or cnrrioge 

pold Don abate tn. . .. . .. 

M. & P. HANLON. LTD. 
L'hlckcna d/d Grangcgonno.n ... 

carrtnge paid Donal<tte tn. 
KiPl>er& d/d OrangegormM .. . 

rorrilll!ll paid Donnhnte Sto. 
od. hake, haddock or ling .. . 
d/d Gmugegorml1ll .. . 

'
~ca1~ed/pnd ~ Donnhate l'tn. 
'"' ....,. u mngegonnnn ... 

<arriDge p1L!d Douabate tn. 

Price 
Oct. 1948. 

163/4d. cwt 
266/- " 

1/10d. lb. 
2/9d. lb. 

36/6d per 120 
37/-

Corresponding 
Price Oct. 1947 

11>4/- cwt. 
261/4 " 

1/lOd. lb. 
2/Sd. lb. 

34/10d per 120 
so;- . 

2/Sd- doz. (small) 2/Sd. doz .. 
3/- , (medium) 3/- , 
4/6d- , (large) 4/6d. , 
9/- , (syphons) 

lf9d. lb. 

~/6d. lb. 
'J/7d. " 
11d. tJ 

)/-

2/0<1. " 
2/lOd. lb. 

11<1- lb. 
1/- lb. 

lf9d. lb. 

3/Sd. lb. 
3/Sd. " 

101\ ... 
lOd . , 

llld. lh . . 
lOld . lb. 
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DESSON LTD. 

Price 
Oco., 1948 

Heavy Farm Boots 35/· pair Male Nurses' Shoes ... ... . . . 25/9s. , Nurses' Shoes .. . . .. . . . 19/9d. , d/ d free Grangegorman or carriage paid Dona bate Stu. 
lRISR PRoDUCTS LTD. 

Purchase of boiled bones collected by contractor at Grangegorrnan or Portrane ... 
JEREMIAH BRENNAN, DONABATE. 

5 f 6 cwt. 

Corresponding 
prioo Oct., 194 7. 

3d'- pair. 
25/9d. " 
19/ 9<1. " 

af6d. cwt. 

Osrtage Donabate--Portrnne Loose Coals 6/6d. ton 6/6d. ton Loooe grains f>/· 6/- • , Other supplies 6/- 6/-
10. Three tenders were received in response to public advertisement for 80 dozen women's hopsack tweed dresses required for patients at Grangegorman and Portrane-viz.: 

TENDER No. 1. 
Sample No. 1 318s. a dozen. 
Sample No. 2 300s. 

" Sample No. 3 288s. " 
TENDER No. 2. 

Sample No.1 37.5s. 
" Sample No. 2 390s. 
" TENDER No. 3 378s. "· 

I have accepted Tender No. 1 (Todd Burns & Co., Ltd.) for the upply of 80 dozen dresses to their Sample No. 2 at 300 . a dozen, which were recommended to me us being the mo t uitable. 

11 . eYen tender were received in response to public adverti ement for 1200f1500 ton of steam coal for delivery a required to Grangegorman and Portrane during the six month ending 31 t March, 1949. The tenders are at present being examined. 
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12. Six tenders were received in response to advertisement 

for the e~ectrical re-wiring of the New Laundry at Grange

gorman, and they have been referred to the Architect for 

examinatio,n and report. 

13. Two tenders were received in response to public adver

tisement for the supply of " Nissen," or similar type huts 

for housing the agricultural tractors at Portrane. B oth 

tenders quoted for various sizes and types of hut, and on 

the recommendat:on of the Chief Engineer, who had con

sulted with the Farm Manager, I have accepted the tender

of J. Thome & Sons, Ltd., Bexley Heath, Kent, for one 

48 ft. by 24 ft. by 12 ft. unlined issen Hut, complete with 

all fittings, and five sets of dormer windows, for the sum 

of £185 lOs., subject to delivery on site within a period of 

four weeks. 

14. In connection with the Report of Inspection at (}range

gorman carried out by Alderman Bernard Butler, Councillor 

William J. Colman, and Mrs. E. O'Byrne, on the 24th 

August:-

Item (ii) ProYision was made in the present year's 

Estimates for the exterior painting of the T.B. Pavilions 

on the female side, and the work will be put in hands 

in about 2 weeks. 

Item (iY) Provision will be made in the draft 

Estimates for the coming year for . the internal re

decorution of the ~ur es' Home. The corridor matting 

will be repaired immediately. 

Item (v) The corridor at the entrance to the patients' 

Dininghall will be re-painted thi year. 
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Item (vii) The Architect is preparing plans for the conversion of the Old Laundry for the accommodation of all the Tradesmen's Shops, and they will be submitted to the Board in due course. Equipment of the type referred to will be provided in the new shops. 
Item (viii) 'rhe Clerk of Works reports that this type of cork flooring is unsuitable for an entrance ball, and he advises that it should be replaced by tiles, terrazzo or wood blocks. Provision for this work will be made in the draft Estimates for the coming year. 

15. On the 15th ultimo I was advised of the approval of the Minister for Health to the proposed alterations to the Catholic Church at Grangegorman, subject to certain minor alterations which have been referred to the Architect. 
16. The Brightside Engineering Co. has completed the installation of the Oil Fuel Unit to 1:\o. 5 Boiler at Portrane, and the erection of 2 Storage Tanks. The installation on No. 3 Boiler will be completed within a few weeks, and we are till awaiting delivery of some of the Storage Tanks. On the certificat~ of the Chief Engineer, I have authorised a further payment on account of £2,000 to the Contractor. 
The in tallation of the Oil Burning Plant at Grangegorman ha been completed, and tests are being carried out this week. 

17. On the certificate of the Chief Engineer , I have authori ed payment of £866 0·. 1d. to the Dublin County Council for work carried out by them on the repair and surfacina of the road on Portrane E tate. _\. . um of £900 wa included in the current Annual Estimate for this work. 



J<Jint Board 319 21st October, 1948. 

18. Further to paragraph 19 of my Report of the 16th 

September, I was advis-ed on the 22nd ultimo that the 

Minister for Local Government had recommend-ed the 

Commissioners of Public \Yorks to issue· an instalment of 

£5,000 on account of the loan of £11,500. authorised for the 

completion of the 1\ew Laundry and Central Power Station 

and the erection of. two T.B. Pavilions at Grangegorman. 

The instalment has since been received. 

19. At the 1·equest of the Clerk of Works I have authorised 

the following urgent minor works ' at Grangegorman:-,-

(a) Renewing cold water supply throughout Doctors' 

quarters in ·the Female House (estimated cost £30). 

(b) Renewing de~ective coping and pointing part of 

boundary wall a-djacent to the Nurses' Home 

(estimated cost £40). 

(c) Construction of coal boxes (estimated cost £40). 

20. The Minister for Local Government bas revis~d the 

fee payable in respect of the audit of libe Board's accounts, 

and fixed it at £175 for the year ended 31st March, 1947. 

I have authorised payment of . that amount. 

21. The Chief Engineer, Portrane, reports that on the 21st 

ultimo, a false alarm was given by the Fire Alarm System 

at 1 a.m., and a full turn-out of the fire-fighting .staff took 

place. The glass cover on one of the fire buttons was found 

to be broken, but he was unable to ascertain how the call 

arose. 

On the 1st instant an alarm was given at 5.30 a.m . from 

Turvey Farm. The call was cancelled in a few minutes, as 
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the Staff there bad .succeeded in putting the fire out. The fire was due to the fact that a quantity of turf bad been stacked in dose proximity to the Heating Boiler and bad ignited. A window sash and frame were completely destroyed, and the paint work on some of the doors was blistered. 

P. J. HERNON, 

Dublin City and County Manager. 

l\IAXAGER'S SUPPLEMENTAL REBORT TO JOINT 
BtlARD. 

21st October, 1948. 

22. Since 9th ultimo, 35 male and 36 female patients were admitted-total 71. Sixty-si.x of these were chargeable patients-10 being temporary, 6 voluntt{ry, and 50 persons of un ound mind. Five private patients were admitted, of whom 3 are temporary patients, one voluntary and one a per on of unsound mind. Of these private patients, two temporary and one voluntary are non-district cases. 

23. On the adYice of the Law Agent, payment of £227 16 . 3d. wa made to the Revenue Commis ioner iu December, 1946, for income tax claimed in re pect of the year 1945/ 46 on houses occupied by members of the Board's taff at Portrane. When the payment was made the ReY nue Commi sioner were informed that the B oard was 
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lodging a claim for repayment on the grounds that, as a 

charitable body, it was not liable to tax. The Law Agen~ 

has been advised that a sum of £52 4s. 4d. will be repaid, 

representing the tax on houses for which a rent is received, 

or which are occupied rent free by persons whose total in

comes are less than £15b per annum. There is no title tp 

exemption for houses occupied rent free by persons who~~ 

total incomes are £150 per annum or over. The great 

majority of the Board's houses at Portrane are occupied by 

persons in the latter class. 

The Law Agent is now submitting a further claim that. 

Mortgage Interest paid by the Board should be offset against 

the net assessment and the result of this is awaited. 

24. The approval of the Minister for Health has beeu 

_ll'eceived to the grant, aS from 1st March, 1948, of 

an increase of 9s. a week in the wages of adult farm workers 

employed by the Board, ·and increases ranging from Ss. 6d. 
to 6s. a week, according to age, in the wages of juvenile 

farm workers. This adjustment brings the minimum basic 

rate for adult farm workers to £3 14s. a week. 

The Board on 16th ultimo authorised the additional ex· 

:penditure of £1,625 involved in the current financial yeM, 

and in conveying the Minister's approval, the Department 

of Health again drew attention to the fact that this expen

diture would not reckon for recoupment from the Health 

Services Grant. 

25. In the course of installing the new hydro-extractors in 

the New Laundry at Grangegorman last year it was found 

that the electric wiring in the Laundry and Boilerhouse had 
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become perished. When this was reported to the Architect 
he explained that there was no option, at the time the 
original wiring was cal'ried out, but to use emergency cable, 
although it was known that the wiring would not last for 
any •reasonable time under the conditions of exposure which 
exist in the Laundry. The Architect prepared a specification, 
which has been approved by the Minister for H ealth, for the 
re-wiring of the Laundry and B oilerhouse in " PY'fotenax " 
cable. The specification includes for the provision of Extract 
Fans to improve the ventilation of the Laundry. 

Six tenders for carrying out the work at prices ranging 
from £710 to £1,105 were received in response to public 
advertisement , and they are at present under examination 
by the Arr-chitect. 

This is one of a number of jobs to be carried out in the 
near future which it is considered should be financed by way 
of loan. I will report further to the Board when the amount 
to be borrowed has been ascertained. 

26. I have received an enquiry from B ord na Mona as to 
whether the Board would consider the purchase of Lullymore 
Briquettes, which are now available in considerable quan
tities. The price is 65s. a ton ex-works Kildare. Tests of 
this fuel are at present being carried out to a certain its 
economic value as compared with steam coal recently pur
cha ed. At this stage it can only be said that the lerk 
of \ orks favour the briquettes, which are clean, ea ily 
handled and have maintained the summer load on the team 
boiler without difficulty. They have the advantage of con
si tent quality, and Bord na Mona can undertake to give 
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regular supp1ies. Supplies of steam coal are rumoured to 

be uncertain, but so far no difficulty has been experienced 

in obtaining offers of any quantities required by us. 

I should like to have the views of the Board as to the 

preference, if any, which might be given to the native fuel. 

in the event that the Lullymore Briquettes should not prove 

fully as economic as imported .stea.m coal. 

P. J. HERNON, 

Dubli~ City and County Manager. 

Orders made thereon. 

Par 25. Noted and approved. 

Par 26. The Board considers that a reasonab.le preference 

should be given to native fuel. 

CORRESPONDENICE. 

Letter, dated 2J.st October, from the Dublin County 

OOuncil, stating that the following have been elecled w 
represent the Dublin Cormty Council on the Grangegorman' 

Mental Hospital Board:-

Councillor .E. Rooney, T.D., Ratheney, Lusk, Co. 

Dublin. 

Councillor Sean Dunne, T.D. , 21 Molesworth Street, 

Dublin. 
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Councillor Joseph Dignam, l'.C., Yellow Walls, 
Malahide, Co. Dublib. 

Councillor James Andrews, Main Street, Rush, Co. 
Dublin. 

bouncillor Sean Taggart, 85 Patrick Street, Dun 
l 

Laoghaire. 

Order. Noted. 

E. M. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

THOMAS BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.S. 
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Report No. 52. 
28th October, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

28th October, 1948. 
AGRICULTURAL SUB~COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held in 
the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, the 
28th day of October, 1948, Councillor C. M. Byrne in the 
chair, in the absence of the Chairman at the commencement 
of the meeting. Also present: Councillors Thomas Byrne 
(Chairman), John Clarke, P. J. Coghlan, W. P. Donohoe, 
P. P. O'Reilly, and John Smithers . 

REPORT OF AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 
28th October, 1948. 

1. Purchase of Milch Cows.-A milk supplies wet·e 
difficult to maintain I found it necessary to purchase a 
further 10 T.B. te ted milch cows which cost a total of £460, 
or an average of £46 per cow. The 68 purchased cows now 
remaining at Turvey are giving slightly over an average of 
2 gullon per cow daily. 

2. Milk SuppliPs.-With the purchase of the additional 10 
milch cows, milk upplie have been well maintained. At 
pre ent Gr.angegorman is getting 237 gallons and Portrane 
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from 175 to 185 gallons daily. There is a total shortage of 
from 10 to 15 gallons per day. For the past few weeks all 
the heavy milch cows were getting concentrated feeding, as 
grass supplies were declining, and during the past week the 
majority of these ~?.ave been housed at night. 

3 . .Mastitis.-The incidence of mastitis among the Dairy 
Herd has considerably decreased during the past month, and 
practically all cases have responded to treatment. 

4. Orops.- About 300 tons of potatoes from 30 statute 
acres have been dug and delivered to both hospitals, the 
average yield being 10 tons per statute acre. The general 
lifting and pitting of the crop has commenced. Over 40 
acres of 2nd Cut Hay have been cut and saved during the 
month. The threshing of the wheat crop has been completed 
since the 19th instant. The total yield from 106 statute 
acres map mea urements, was approximately 1175 barrels, 
which wa an average yield of 11.2 barrels per statute acre 
or 1 .1 per Irish acre. The mill and baler worked very 
uti factorily, and were a g1·eat help in getting through the 

late harve t a all the corn, with the exception of 8 acre • 
wu th1'e hed direct from the stook. The mill and baler were 
hired out to three neighbouring farmers and 30 hours thresh
ing wa done for them. As the gvazing sea on is coming to 
ttn end the majority of the tock will be hou ed at night by 
the end of the inonth. 

5. antry .-Of the 36 'Purcha ed Bullocks now at Santry, 
19 huve been old for export at 93 . 6d. per cwt., but delivery 
of the e ha not yet been taken. The remaining 17 bullock 
will be ufficient to upply the beef requirement at Portrane 
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until early J anunry. There are also 64 homebred cows and 

heifers grazing on these pastures and grass is sufficient to 

maintain them for the present. 

I inspected the Buildings at Santry with Mr. Judge and 

Mr. Jolly during the month, and we decided on the most 

nrgent repairs necessary. The various loose boxes were 

inspected with a view to their suitability for conversion to 

fattening pens for pigs. It is estimated that accommodation 

could be made available for approximately 150 pigs. Mr. 

Judge is submitting a detailed report and estimates on these 
matters. 

Order. Noted. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultural Manager. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO AGRICULTURAL SUB
COMMifl'TEE. 

28th October, 1948. 

The following are a numlber of matters raised in Reports 

of Inspection of the Board 's Farms and Gardens submitted 

recently by Visiting Members: 

GRANGEGORMAN GARDEN. 

1. The Clerk of Works is clearing up the refuse, turf 

mould, etc. , lying in various parts of the grounds. With the 

re umption of the use of coal and the introduction of fuel 

oil the quantity of refuse from his Department will be small 
in future . 
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2. I hav.e authorised the purchase of an " Allen " type Motor Scythe for cutting meadow gra:ss on the grounds at Grangegorman. 

3. I have also authorised the purchase of an Iron Horse Tractor for cultivating the tilled portion . 

4. A sum of £500 for the fencing of the New Orchard will be included for consideration in the coming year's estimates. 

5. The Clerk of Works is obtaining prices for a New B oiler for the Piggery. 

6. It is proposed to convert the ground at the rere of -the Nurses' Home, formerly used as a turf du:u;p, into a Recreation Ground for the Staff. The .Gardener hopes to commence the work soon. 

PORTRANE GARDEN. 
7. The Chief Engineer has submitted the following estimate of the cost of extending the Tomato House and Store House a'nd the con truction of a P1·opagating House:-

(a) Exten ion of existing ,Tomato House by 57 ft., installation of hot water heating pipes , the removal of exi ting boiler and installation of one 200,000 B.T.l . Ideal Boiler. Estimated cost , £350. 
(b) n truction of one Propagating House, 19 ft. x 12 It. x ft. complete with 165,000 B.T.U. Ideal Boiler and Heating Pipes, including construction of m concrete boiler house and pipe trench. Esti

mated co t, £220. 
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(c) Extend presentrange of Store H ouses by 52 ft. to 
provide one store room 42 ft . x 12 ft. 6 in. x 7 ft. 
6 in., one poison store 12 ft. 6 in. x 10 ft. x 7 ft. 
6in., and one office 19ft. x 12 ft. 6 in. x 7ft. 6 in; 
extend eelctric light supply to new office, and pro
v.ide heating stove for office. Estimated cost, £300. 

(d) Renew 40 creosoted timber posts for front garden. 
Estimated cost, £30. 

The Chief Engineer suggests that the B oard might obtain 
approximately 800 square feet of glass from the disused 

propagating house on St. Ann's Estate, together with the 

heating pipework and 6 glass forcing frames. 

8. I propose to include in next year's Estimate a sum for 
the provision of a Mechanical Sprayer for use on the fruit 
tree, etc., in the Portrane Garden. 

P ORTRANE FARM. 

9. Two more hand towels have been provided in the Da-iry, 
and Soap has been made available. Soap has always been 
upplied for the dairy workers until the recent scarcity. 

10. I will discuss with the Committee the proposal to 
in tall a new Milk Cooling Plant. 

11. The adequacy of the upplies of milk from the herd is 

dealt with in the Agricultural Manager's Report of this date . 

12. The Agricultural {anager ha suggested the possibility 
of converting orne of the exi tina farm building at Santry 

CaUt-t to pig fattening tails . An in pection of the building 
at autry Court wa made on 8th in taut by the Agricul-
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tural Manager and the Clerk of vVorks, and the latter e.sti· 
mates that the cost of oonverting the existing stables into 
pig stalls would be £600 approximately. 

SANTRY OOURT. 
13. The Clerk of Works Reports also that a great deal of 

repairs and painting is necessaory on the out-buildings. It 
is difficult to arrive at an accurate estimate of the cost of 
these r-epairs, but h~ has submitted the following approxi
mate figures:-

(a) Carrying out the most urgent and essential repairs 
to those portions of the buildings likely to be re
quired for use-£350. 

(b) Painting iron work of hay barn, roofs o:f stables, 
-etc.-£250. 

14. The following is a copy of a letter received from the 
Office of Public Works in response to the suggestion made 
at the meeting ·of the Agricultural Sub-Committee on the 
26th ugu t , that the Commissioner might be interested in 
pre erving the Man ion at Santry Com:t as a national manu
m nt:-

OFFICE OF PtrnLIO WoRKS, -
51 ST. STEPHEN's GREEN, DunuN. 

Ref. ~o . 94: 74 / 1/48. 4D. Fomhair, 1948. 

TBE BlEF CLERK I 

RANGEOOR tA MENTAL HosPITAL, 
DtroLl ·. 

Natio•tal Monuments. 
With reference to your letter of the 31 t ,1\ugu t, 1948. 

nnd enclo ure regarding the Mansion at Santry Court, 
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we have to state that we have had the building in

.spected. 

It is a large mansion consisting of a massive central 

block of c~rca 1700, three storeys in height, connected 

to lower flanking wings of later date. The wings are an 

essential part of the whole architectural composition, 

though they are less distinguished than the centre in 

which the main architectural interest is concentrated. 

While the architectural interest of . the building is con

siderable, the building is not unique in design, and 

because of this and the very high expenditure which 

preservation would entail, we would not be prepared to 

consider taking it into our charge under the National 

Monuments Act, 1930. 

Our attention has been drawn to the entrance door to 

the central block, which is considered well worthy of 

preservatiQn , because of its fine workmanship and the 

beauty of it elaborate design. It is suggested for the 

con ideration of your Committee that the incorporation 

of the doorway in another building or its re-erection as, 

ay, an enhance to a garden or other enclosure after 

the manner of the pillared gateway which now forms 

the approach to the Garden at Santry Court, would be 

uitable mean of pre erving it. 

Orders made thereon: 

a s. Rtinai 

JOHN P. KEANE, 

Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Par . 4, 7, 12 and 13. The Sub-Committee l'ecommend.s 

thnt the following work he undertaken, and that provision 
• 
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for them be made in the Estimate and Demand for 1949/50: 
(a) Fencing of Orchard at Grangegorman £500 
(b) Extension of Tomato House, Portrane 
GK~ ~ 

(c) Construction of propagating House, Por-
trane Garden 220 

(d) Extension of Store House, Portrane Garden 300 
(e) Conversion of Stables at Santry Court into 
~s~ ~ 

(f) Repairs to Ou~buildings~ Santry Court . . . 350 
(g) Painting Hay Bam, etc., Santry Court .. . 250 

Par. 10. 'lbe Sub-Committee recommends that the pro
po ·al to in tall a :Milk Cooling Plant at Turvey be deferred 
fot· the time bei11g. 

J>ar 14. Deferred for furthe.r consideration . 

. \Pl OL\'l'.MEN'T 01<' VISITING :\IEl\IBERS. 
'rhe following were appointed to inspect the Board's Farm 

and Gt\rdtm · during the en uing period to date of next 
meeting of the ub-Committee:-

Councillor T. Byrne (Chairman). 
ouncillor . M. Byrne. 

' ouncillor P. J . Coghlan. 
ouncillor W. P. Donohoe. 
onncillor J . mitber . 

E . .M. ~It'ltnAY, 
Cliicf 'lerk. 

C. M. BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.J!.S. 
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Report No. 53· 

18th Novem ber, 1948: 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 
JOINT B OARD. 

fl'he stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was 

held in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental H()Spit~l, 

Dublin, the 18th day of November, 1948: Councillor Thomas 

Byrne, P .C . (Chairman), in the chair. The following mem

bel1S were also present: -

City of Dublin Representatives: -Alderman Bernard 

Butler, T.D.; Councillors P. A. Brady, P.C.; Cormac 

Breathnach, T.D. ~ P. J. Coghlan, William J. Colman, P .O.; 

Bernard Conway, Gilbert Hughes, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, John 

Smithers, Eugene Timmons, Mr. John Cahill, Mrs. Maureen 

Connon, and 1\irs. Es.sie O'Byrne. 

County Dublin Represen~atives: - Councillors Jame 

Andrews, Joseph Dignam, Sean Dunne, T.D.; and Sean 

Taggart. 

County Wicklow Representatives: - Councillors C. M. 

Byrne, and P. P. O'Reilly. 

An apology for non-attendance wa received from Mi~ 

K. McDowell. 

The Minutes of last meeting (Report No. 51)· of 21 t 

October, 1948, were confirmed and igned. 
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A return of the state of the Hospital from 21st October to 
17,th November, 1948, as under, was submitted and signed: 

On Hospital Register, 21st Oct, 1948 

Admitted to 17th Nov., 1948 ... 

Males Females TotaJ. 

1549 1864 3413 

24 23 47 

~573 1887 3460 
Males. Females. Total. 

Discharged to 17th 
Nov., 1948 23 26 49 

Died to 17th Nov., 
1948 5 

Escaped to 17th 
Nov., 1948 

9 14 

Remaining on Hospital Register, 18th 
Nov., 1948 

bsent on trial and escape, 18th Nov., 
1948 

Number actually resident on 18th 
Nov., 1948, as per Morning S.tate
ment Book 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Number of patients in Grangegorman 
Mental Hospital 

umber of patient in Portrane Mental 
Ho pita! 

Total number resident a ahove 

28 35 63 

1545 1852 3397 

13 10 23 

1532 1842 3374 

731 1165 1896 

801 677 1478 

1532 1842 3374 
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CHARGEABILITY. 

mty of Duiblrin · 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 
Criminal Lunatics 
Non-District patients ... 

Total 

2536 
481 
292 

51 
14 

3374 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

Councillor P. J. Coghlan proposed &nd Councillor Sean 
Dunne, T.D., seconded the adoption of Report No. 52 of the 
meetring of the Agricultural Sub~O.ommittee, held on 28th 
October, 1948. Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF VISITIN:G COMMITTEE TO 

GRANGEGORMAN. 

Tuesday, 2nd Novembe1·, 1948. 

1. We visited Grangegorman on Tuesday, 2nd November, 
and accompanied by Dr. O'Brien and Miss Mmphy, Deputy 
Matron, we inspected the Female Section. rrhe walls and 
ceilings in many of the rooms appear to require painting and 
decorating. Spots of dampness are very noticeable in several 
places. The need i~r painting and decm·a ting is very notice
able in ~o. 22 (St. Anne 's) . No. 19 Dayroom appeared ·to 
us depressing and dismal and badly in need of brightening 
up. The upholstery on many of the seats should be restored 
and some are in need of repairs. In fact, the whole block is 
in need o£ attention, 
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~o. 15 requires repairs to the seating and the upholstery 
in the Dayroom. No. 18 (St. Luke',s) needs re-papering, or 
if the wallpaper was replaced by paint, particularly over the 
radiator, it could be kept clean by washing down. The 
radiator is causing unsightly black .streaks on the wallpaper 
The walls of the Dayroom and. the Passage need cleaning 
down or painting. 

2. The Dining Hall of No. 18 and the conditions at meal
time there were, to our unaccustomed eyes, appalling. It 
appeared overcrowded. All classes of patients are mixed 
together without any effective means of segregation. This 
could be remedied by having the Large Hall sub-divided 
into four ection or more, if necessary, so that the patients 
could be egregated and more easily supervised by the staff. 
The place i badly in need of painting and brightening up. 
The food wa excellent and plentiful. 

3. Xo. 24 Dining Hall also appeared overcrowded and 
di mal and in need of painting. No. 27 Dining Hall also re
quire painting. 

4. \Ye were favourably impres eel by the Nur es' Home, 
but would UO'ge. t that the Radiogram be replaced by a. 
better one, and material for chair cover be provided. 

5. The outlook from the Xur e ' Home could be improved 
b,v plnntinO' hrub or erecting orne protection from coal 
du"t from the fuel dump nearby. 

6. Th Occupational Therapy Department , both male 
and female, impre ed us very favsurably. orne wonderful 
re ult · nr being achieved by tho e in charge. We feel that 
eYerv po . ible encouragement hould be given to developing 
th. form of activity in the in titution. "e feel that a ·pecial 
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tribute is due to Officer Hagen for his direction and training 
of the patients under his cha1~e. \Ve would recommend 
that consideration be given to increasing the supply of cigar
ettes to the patients under Mr. Hagen's charge at least as 
far as the numbers increase. A general cleaning down of the 
walls of the workshop would improve the place. 

1. On the Male Side To. 5 could do with painting and 
brightening up, and No. 10 likewise. 

8. The Male Dining Hall walls and ceiling show consider
able dampness and are badly in need of painting and decor
ating. The kitchen walls are also in a bad way. We would 
strongly urge that steps be tl:l,ken to increase fresh milk 
supplies and eliminate the use of powdered inilk, which has 
a very deleterious effect upon the tea. Condensed milk 
would be much better if fresh milk is in short supply. 

9. The Grounds appear to be well looked after, and reflect 
great credit on the staff responsible. 

We would like in conclusion to express our deep appre
ciat'ion of the kindness and courtesy of Dr. O'Brien, Dr. 
Airel and Miss Murphy, Deputy Matron, on the occasion of 
our visit to the institution. 

(Signed) THOMAS BYRNE. 

G. HUGHES. 

MAUREEN CONNON . 

Orcler. Received late. Consideration deferred to next 
meeting. 
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REPORT QF VI·SITING COMMITTEE TO PORTRA:t-.TE. 

1. We, the undersigned, visited Portrane Mental Hospital 
on the 4th November, and following our inspection of Hos
pital and Female Wards we were very pleased with the high 
standard of cleanliness and order ·there. 

2. We visited the following departments-viz., Laundry, 
Bakery, Kitchen (where we ,saw dinners cooked and served 
in an efficient manner), Weavel\S' Shop, General Stores, 
Canteen, and Tailors' Shop. 

We were impressed by the weaving, kindly demonstrated 
by Mr. Buckley, and we think that the provision of an addi
tional and a more modern machine would be a great benefit. 

3. To 11r. Conway in the General Stores credit is due to 
the order there. The same can be said of the But-cher's 
'hop. 

It being the fi.l'>St vi it of two member we hope we did 
not tre. pa s too long on our colleague ' time. 

\Y e Nould .like to ex pres our appreciation to R.~I. H. 
Blake, and hi. A i tant, Dr. 0' ullivan, and al o other 
official who made our vi it o highly informative and inter
t! ting. 

6th ovember, 1948. 

T. BYRNE, rhairma11. 

P. P. O'REILLY. 

EANT GGART. 

J S. A. DREW . 
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Order. Noted . The Manager is examining the suggestion that 
a new Weaving Machine shottld be pmvided for the 
Weaver's Shop. 

APPOINTMENT OF VISITING GOMlVIITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 
Portrane Visiting Committees for the ensuing period to 16th 
December, date. of next meeting of the Bo.ard: -

GRANGEGORMAN VISITING QOMMITTEE: 

Councillor T . . Byrne ~Chairman); 
Councillor Mrs. Nix; 
Councillor P. P. O'Reilly; 
Councillor Sean Taggart. 

PoRTRANE VISITING CoMMITTEE:

Councillor T. Byrne (Chairman); 
Mr. John Cahill; 
Councillor Joseph Dignam; 
Councillor Sean Dunne. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 

11th November, 1948. 

1. The number of patients resident in the Board's Hos
pitals on lOth instant, was 

Grangegorman 
Portrane 

Males. Females Total . 

727 1168 1895 
802 678 1480 

1529 1846 3375 
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Kurse M.D. was off duty from the 9th to the 14th October, 
having receiYed a scald on her left hand while wmking in 
the kitchen. 

Xurse R.M.W. was wheeling a food trolley which passed 
over her foot on the 16th October. She was examined by 
the Medical Officer on duty and was able to resume. 

Female Attendant J .M . .J. ·cut her hand on the 28th 
October, but did not go off duty. 

Nurse B.F. on the 29th October sustained a slight bruise 
to her left leg when kicked by a patient, but did not go off 
duty. 

On the lOth October, T.F., Nightman at Portrane Farm
yard, was kicked on the left ankle by a cow. He wa.s 
attended to by a Medical Officer and continued his work. 

On the 26th October, M.J. MeG. also received a kick from 
a cow on the left leg above the knee. It was not necessary 
for him to go off duty. 

8, \Vitb further reference to the Report of Inspection at 
Grangegorman, carried out by Alderman Bernard Butler, 
Councillor W. J. Colman and Mrs. E. O'Byrne, it bas been 
arrnnaecl with the Catholic Chaplain that Ma s will be cele
brat d daily in Grangegorman from the beginning of this 
month. 

9. In connection with the Report of In pection at Grange
gorman carried out by Councillors Thomas Byrne, Mr . Nix, 
nud P. T. O'Reilly on the 14th ultimo, I have authorised the 
purcha e of another Wirele s et for ~0 . 18 Divi ion which 
will be paid for out of Canteen Account. 
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10. In oonnection with the Report of Inspection at 
Portrane carried out by Councillors Thomas Byrne, Mrs. 
Nix and P. T. O'Reilly on the 1.3th October:~ 

Pars. 4 & 5.-The Branch R.M.S. reports that every 
effort is made to find employment for patients, 
and all who are capable are employed in various 
depart~ents. At the moment all machines in the 
workroom are occupied. I have authorised the pur
cha.se of a Wireless Set for the Therapy Room which 
will be paid for out of Canteen· Account. 

11 . I am submitting a letter from Mr. Laurence E. 
Maloney, Ron. Secretary, Committee for Rehabilitation, 144 
Low.er Bag~got Str-eet, Dublin, asking if the .Board would 
rent a .site on Sant1·y Court Demesne on which his Com
mittee could erect a Nissen Hut or a similar 'temporary 
structure for use as a workroom in the rehabilitation of 
patients who had been suffering from tuberculosis. 

12. The Chief Engineer at Portrane has recommended that 
the fuel requirements for that hospital for the balance of 
the current financial year shall be met mainly by the pur
chase of fuel oil. He points out, however, that it is not 
possible to store any considerable reserve of iuel oil, and 
suggests that it might be desirable to lay in a reserve of hard 
fuel. I propose to include in the coming year's estimate 
provision for a reserve of 300 tons of coal over and above 
the actual requirements for the year. 

13. On the 29th ultimo an offer was received from M. 
Doherty & Sons of first quality steam coal at £5 2s. 6d. per 
ton delivered Portrane, subject to immediate -acceptance as 
the coal was heating in their yard , and had to be disposed 
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of. After a preliminary test by the Chief Engineer I author
ised the purchase of 50 tons subject to the condition, which 
the contractor accepted, that the price would be adjusted 
if the coal on full test did not prove equal in value to other 
-coals at present a vailab1e. 

14. The Chief Engineer reports that the steam and elec
trical plant at Portrane would require to be replaced within 
a period of two years. The steam 1boiler Insurance Co. has 
already ordered a reduction in the working pressure of the 
boilers and has indicated that a further reduction will oon 
be nece sary. The Chief Engineer does not consider that 
the electric generating plant will operate satisfactorily at 
a pre ure of 80 lbs. per square inch, and he estimates that 
thi pre sure will be the maximum allowable in two years 
time. 

The exi ting plant wa in tailed about the year 1898, and 
it ha been in continuou action ince that time. It has 
been eminenth sati factory but bas now reached a stage 
where it repair i no Ionge~ 'economic. The Chief Engineer 
estimate tbat the co t of replacing the steam and electrical 
plunt will be in the region of £35,000. Hi report is under 
consideration, nnd I will advi e the Board further in the 
mutter u. oon n. po. ible. 

15. Th • 'Jerk of Works 1·epor that the Lullymore 
hril1uette. upplied bv Borel mt .form hnve been te. ted unll 
guY e ·cell •nt re ults-the full winte1· . tenm load beillg 
carri d withou difficulty und a ·tend · pr s UJ'e muinhlined. 

It i e..;timnh.>tl that it would be nece .. ar\"" to purchn"e 
no h r 600 ton of ..;team coal for Gruugeoo~mun to cover 

th P riod endin .. 31st ::\Iurcb. HMO. and leave a re<:erYe. of 
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foutfsix weeks supply of fuel and that· the same results 

could be obtained by purchasing 1,000 tons o£ briquettes. 

The cost of 600 tons o£ steam coal is estimated at £3,375 

and the cost of 1,000 tons of briquettes at 73s. per ton 

delivered Grangegorman is £3,650. The cost of coal is based 

on a figure of £5 12s. 6d. per ton delivered Grangegorman, 

but it is not at all certain that the quantity required would 

be obtainable at that price. The Clerk o£ Works proposes to 

use tlhe briquettes also in tead o£ house coal and coke which 

!lit present cost £6 5 . and £6 l Os. per ton respectively. On 

his recommendation and haVing regard to the policy indi

cated by the Board at its meeting on the 21st ultimo as to 

the purchase of na-tive fuel, I have approved o£ the purchase 

of 1,000 tons of briquettes for delivery as required in the 

next five months. 

16. Wibh further reference to paragraph 21 of my report 

of the 21st October, the following tender were received in 

re pon e to public aclYerti ement for the work of re-wiring 

lhe new J,aundry and Boilerhouse u t Gmngegorman:-

Tender .·o. 1 
Tender Xo. 2 
Tender ~-o. a 
Tender 1 To. 4 
Tender ~ • o. 5 
T ·nder ·o. 6 

£710 0 0 
770 18 10 
864 0 0 
940 0 0 
953 17 9 

1105 7 7 

On t·h • 1 ·.commenclntion of the .\rchited, I have accepted 

the low t t lHl·r. th;lt of Rntlen F.n~ineering Co., J~tcl., 
for tl1c 1101 of £710. 

17. '1 hr t! lender· wer • rec h·ecl in re pon e to public 

uln! ti ement for the work of nlurgino the 'teamerhou e 

iu the . Inle Department genernl kitchen at Grangegorman: 
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Tender No. 1 
Tender No. 2 
Tender No. 3 
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£2,297 0 3 
2,470 4 0 
2,518 0 0 

On the r·ecommendation of the Architect, I have accepted 
Tender No. 1, that of Messrs. W. & N. Furlong, Ltd., 63A 
York Road, Dun Laog>haire, for the sum of £2,297 Os. 3d. 

18. On the 19th February last, the Board approved of 
application being made for the sanction of the Minister for 
Local Government to the borrowing from the Commis
sioners of PubLic Works of £11,000, reduced by the amount 
of such grant (if any) as may be authorised from the 
Hospitals Trust Fund, for the following works:-

GRANGEGORMAN: 
Estimated cost . 

I.-Conversion of boilers for oil burning £2,360 

2.-Extension of steamerhouse, male kitchen 1,435 
PoRTRANE: 

3.-Conversion of boilers to oil burning 4,405 
4.-40 K.W . Diesel Generator 1,800 
5.-Provision for fees and contingencies 1,000 

Total £11,000 

I have now been advised that the Minister fo·r Health will 
authorise the payment of a grant from the Hospitals Trust 
Fund of 40 per cent. of the approved co.st of Items No. 1 
and 3 above, and a payment of £2,700 has been received 
from the Fund. · I am advised that the Minister is not 
prepared to authorise the payment of a grant from the 
Ho pitals Trust Fund towards the cost of Items 2 a.nd 4, 
a he considers that they are such as might be financed 
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entirely by uhe Board in view of the necessity for conserving 

the Hospitals Trust Fund for major projects. 

I am awaiting the decision of the Minister for Local 

Government on the proposal that the balance of the cost of 

these works should be met by means of a loan from the 

Commissioners of Public \Vorks. 

19. Tenders were invited recently for the supply of 800 

barrels of feeding oats for Porb'ane Farm, and the following 

were received :-

Tender No. 1. 800 b~rels white oats @ 29/6 barrel d / d Portrane. 

20 black , , 27/6 

, 2. 800 @ 29/6 barrel d / d Portrane. 

" " 3. 500 " @ 30/- " " " 

On the recommendation of the Agricultural Manager, I have 

approved of the purchase of 500 barrels at 30s. per barrel 

from No. 3 (S. Murtagh & Sons, 17 Blackball St., Dublin); 

and 300 barrels at 29s. 6d. per barrel, from No. 2 (D. J. 

Bergin , Ltd., 29/30 Smithfield, Dublin), which he consi

dered on sample to be the he ~ value offered for the total 

quantity required. 

20. Four tenders were received in response to advertise

ment for 120 tons of Sem ol. and on the recommendation 

of the Agricultural Manager, I have accepted the lowest , that 

of Thoma. McKenzie & on , Ltd., at £7 3 . per ton ex

!ihore. 

21. I have arranged, through the Irish Public Bodies 

::\[utuul In mance , Ltd., in uwuce cover for ca h in transit 

lwtwt-en Grangegonnan and Portrnne , and between Granae
o 

gorman and the bank, and for ea h held in the offices 

pending lodgment. The premium i £14 13 . 9d. per annum. 

J. P. 1\.EANE, 

D1tblin Assistant .City .'.fanager. 
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MANAGER'S SUPPLEMB~~TAL REPORT TO 
JOINT BOARD. 

].8th Novembe1', 1948 . . 
22. Since the 18th ultimo, 20 male and 22 female patients 

were admitted-total 42. Thirty-seven of these were charge-. 
able patients-7 being temporary, 11 voluntary, and 19 
·persons of unsound mind. Four district private patients 
.were admitted, of whom 2 are temporary and 2 voluntary. 
One patient was admitted on the Order of the Minister for 
Justice. 

23. On the !3th instant, I was 'advised by the Depart
ment of Health that the Minister had agreed to authorise 
recoupment from the Hospitals Trust Fund of the amount 
of stump duty payable by the Board on the deed of transfer 
of Santry Court. It is necessary to have the Estate valued 
for the purpo e of a sessing stamp duty, and this is being 
done. 

24. The L aw Agent reports that, despite further corres-
pondence with the solicitor representing certain of the 

tenant of cottages on Santry Demesne, he has not .suc
ceeded in ecuring completion of agreements covering their 
occupancy of the premises. Since no rents have been received 
in re pect of th~ e <lottages I have instructed the Law Agent 
to h1 titut proceeding , if ueces ary, for the recovery of 
po · es ion in each ca e. 

25. Ou 22nd July la t the Board approved of plan and 
pecification prepared by Mr. Vincent Kelly, B.Arcb . , for 

nlt rati9ns to the atholic Church at Grangegorman, includ
ing tthe proYision of a new Sacristy and Altars. The co t of 
the work wa e timated at £2,793. 
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On 15th September, I was advised that the Minister for 

Health would raise no objection to the pr.oposal to carry out 

the alterations provided that (a) the existing altars 'were 

renovated and re-used; (b) that the sanctuary floor was re

laid tn oak block or composition flooring instead of marble 

paving; and (c) that a limited s-c:heme of re-decoration was 

adopted instead of a complete re-decoration of the Church. 

A minor alteration in the corridor to the new Sacristy was 

also recommend·ed. 

The Architect has prepared a revised plan and specifica

tion as recommended by the Minister, the cost of which is 

estimatea at £1,4l50. It is proposed that this work will be 

financed by way of loan, proposals for which will be sub

mitted to the Board in due course. 

I am submitting the Ar.chitect 's original and revised plans 

and specifications. 

26. The deputation appointed at the meeting of the 

Board on 16th September-viz., Councillors Thomas Byrne 

(!Chairman); Frank Foley (Deputy Chairman), John 

Smithers, and Miss ~cDowell, accompanied by the Chief 

Clerk and myself, met the Minister for Health on 2nd 

instant, and urged him to approve the propo als submitted 

for an increa e in the remuneration of the Nur iug Staff with 

effect from 1st January, 1948. The matter was discussed 

at orne length and the Minister promised to advi e the 

Board of hi deci ion as soon a pos ible. 

J.P. KEANE, 

Dublin Assil!tant City Manager. 



Joint B oard. 350 18th November, 1948. 

Orders made thereon : 

Par. 24.- Architect's original and revised plans referred to 
Councillors T. Byrne (Chairman) , Frank Foley and P. P. 
O'Reilly for inspection and consultatiop with the Manager. 

Par. 25.- The Board agreed to receive a deputation from 
the Nursing Staff which . expressed dissatisfaction at the 
delay in dealing with the proposals for increased remunera
tion, and asked the Board to endeavour to expedite settle
ment <>f the matter. 

It was decided unanimously that a copy of the statement 
submitted by the representatives of th-e Nursing Staff should 
be pre ented to the Minister for Health by a deputation 
con isting of the Chairman, Alderman B. Butler, T.D.; 
Councillors Cormac Breathnach, T.D.; Sean Dunne, T.D.; 
and John Smither . 

Pm·. 11.-Application referred to Agricultural Sub
Committee. 

HRl Tl\IA EXTR.\. FOR PATIENT 

The l\Innnger n ·ked if it wa the Board ' wi h that the 
w•uul hri tmn extrn should be provided for the Patient 
nnd , tuff this Christm·1 . He anticipated that the additional 
l'O"t of providina turkey and ham for the Chri tmas Dinner 
would be in the region of £400. The Board agreed unani
mously that the usual extra hould be provided. 
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NOTICE OF J\IOTI01: FROM COUNCILLOR 

SEAN DUKNE, T.D. 

I hereby give notice that at the next meeting of the Board 

I will move: -

" That the Order made by the Joint Committee on the 

20th December, 1934, be rescinded, and that in future 

the Board accept responsibility for the interior decora

tion of houses occupied by its Staff on the estates at 

Grangegorman and Portrane." 

E. M. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

SEAN DUNNE. 

THOMAS BYRNE, 

Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 

Chief R.M.S. 

FALOO~ER, DUBLIN 
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Report No. 54· 

25th November, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital. 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 

A meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 

the 25th day of November, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne 

{Chairman) in the chair. Also present: ~Councillors C. M. 

Byrne, John Clarke, P. J. Coghlan, William P. Donohoe, 

P. P. O'Reilly, and John Smithers. 

REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL MANAGER. 

25th November, 1948. 

1. Purchase of Mt1ch Cows.- Since the date of my last 

Report it was necessary to purchase 7 T.B. tested milch 

cows, which cost a total of £363, or £51 17s. 2d. each. 

Sixty of the newly-purchased cows are now housed at Turvey 

and are giving an average of 21 gallons daily. 

2. Milk Supplies.-With the purchase of the above 7 cows 

and the calving down of a number of cows and heifers, milk 

supplies have been well maintained. At the moment there 

are full upplies available to both hospitals-Grangegorman 

is getting 244 gallon , and Portrane from 190 to 200 gallons 

daily. With the number of springing cows and heifers on 

hands full milk supplies should be maintained for some time. 
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3. Mastitis.-A number of cases of mastitis are still occur
ring among the Dairy · Herd, practically all of which are 
responding to treatment. 

4. Orops.-The digging of the Potato Crop is progressing 
satisfactorily. 24 acres were dug during the month, and 11 
acres remain to be dug. The crop is yielding very satisfac
torily, and when the digging is completed an estimate of the 
total yield will be made available. The grass season is now 
at an end, and all of the heavy milch .cows will be per
manently housed fo.r the winter months. 

5. Santry Oourt.-The 19 bullocks reported sold in my 
last Report were delivered . during the month. They made 
an average weight of over 12 cwts. and averaged £58 3s. each 
or a nett total of £1,067. There are now 8 purchased 
bullocks and 38 home-bred cows and heifers left on 
the P. pa tures, and as the grazing season is coming to an 
end there, I intend removing the 38 home-breds to Turvey 
Farm and putting a batch of dry cows to Santry for the 
Winter. 

6. I have examined the expenditure on the Farms for the 
curr nt financial year to date, and it would appear that the 
xpenditure on the purcha e o£ live tock may exceed th e 

original timnte b - approximately £3,000. This ndditionnl 
.·p nditure would probably be off et by aving under other 

heudin , but I would a k for authority to expend the um of 
£3,000 in xce o£ the amount provided in the ori!!inal 

·timate, hould it be nece ary. 

JAMES HAYES, 

Agricultural J!auagcr. 
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Orders made thereon :-

Pars. 1, 2, 3 and 4. Noted. 

Par. 5. The Agricultural Manager is to submit as soon as 

possible a statement of the profit or loss on this transaction. 

Par. 6. Recommended that the Board authorise the addi

tional expenditure in the current financial year of a sum of 

£3,000 for the purchase of livestock. 
' 

PROPAGATION OF GRASS SEEDS. 

A letter £rom the Minister for Agriculture addressed t<> 

the Chief R.M.S., was submitted, asking if the Board would 

co-operate with the Department of Agriculture in the propa

gation of varieties of indigenous grasses which were urgently 

needed and were difficult to grow on a cornrnercial basis. 

It was reported that arrangements had been made with the 

Department to grow 1 acre of gra&s for seed at Grange

gorman, and 2! acres at Portrane. The Agricultural Sub

Committee approved in principle of this arrangement, and 

directed that the Department should be asked what arrange

ments would be made for the disposal of the gra e . 

SANTRY COURT. 

A letter, dated 30th October, from the Hon. ecretary, 

Committee for Rehabilitation, 144 Lower Baggot • treet, 

Dublin, was ubmitted a king if the Board would be 

prepared to lea e a ite at Santry Court, on which the 

Conunittee could erect a workroom for the rehnbilit tion of 

ex-T.B. patients. It wa decided that COil id •ration of th 

matter would be deferred pending receipt of n reply to a 

letter ent on the 20th ~ • ovember to the ommitt e for 

Rehabilitation a king if they were in a po itiou to inclicat 
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what portion of the Estate was considered suitable for their 
purpose. 

A letter, dated 22nd November, from Joinery, Ltd., Bush 
TJane, South Cumberland Street, was submitted offering a 
sum of £70 for portion of the stonework of the derelict 
mansion and other materials at ·Santry Court. 

It was decided that the materials in question should be 
inspected by the members .appointed to visit the Farms and 
Gardens during the ensuing month. 

VISITING MEMBERS. 

The following were appointed to inspect the Board's 
Farms and Gardens during the ensuing period to the date 
of next meeting of the Agricultural Sub-Committee:-

Councillor Thomas Byrne (Chairman); 

Councillor John Smithers; 

Councillor P. P. 0 'Reilly; 

Councillor P . J. Coghlan. 

E. l\1. MURRAY, 

Chief Clerk. 

li'Al.CONl!:B DVBLIN., 

THOMAS BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUNNE, 
Chief R.M.B. 
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Report No. 55· 
16th December, 1948. 

Grangegorman Mental HospitaL 

JOINT BOARD . 

The stated monthly meeting of the Joint Board was held 

in the Boardroom, Grangegorman Mental Hospital, Dublin, 

the 16th day of December, 1948, Councillor Thomas Byrne 

(Chairman) in the Chair. The following members were also 

p.resent:-
City of Dublin Represe.ntatives. -Alderman Robert _ 

Briscoe, T .D ., and B ernard Butler, T.D.; CouncillorsCormac 

Breathnach, T.D. ; the Right Hon. John Breen (Lord 

Mayor), P. J . Coghlan, William J. Colman, P.C.; Bernard 

Conway, Gilbert Hughes, Mrs. Kathleen Nix, P.C.; John 

Smithers, Eugene Timmons, and Peter White, M.r. John 

Cahill, Mrs. Maureen Connon, Miss K. ~fcDowell, and Mrs. 

Essie O 'B yrne. 
County Dublin Represe1ltatives. - Councillors J arne 

Andrews, Joseph Dignam, Sean Dunne, T.D.; and Sean 

Taggart. 
County Wicl.Zow Representatives . - Councillor C. M. 

Byrne, and P. P . O'Reilly. 
An apology for non-attendance wa received from Coun

cillor Frank Foley. 
Th.e minute of the last meeting of the Board (Report No. 

53) of the 18th .~ovember, 1948, were confirmed and igned. 
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, CO DOLENCE. 
The Chairman (Com{cillor Thomas Byrne) proposed, and Councillor Mrs. Nix seconded: " That we learn with the deepest regret of the -death of the Manager 's father, which took place ·since our last meeting, and we tender to Mr. Keane: ~d tP,e members of his family our deepest sympathy with them in their sorrow." 
The resolution was adopted in silence, all present standing. 

A Return of the state of the Hospital from 18th November to 15th December, 1948, as under, was submitted and signed:-

Males Females Total. 
On Hospital Register on 18th Nov., 

1948 
Admitted to 15th Dec., 1948 ... 

Males. Females. Totol. Di charged to 15th 
Dec., 1948 1.3 17 30 

Died to 15th Dec., 
1948 8 6 14 

E caped to 15th 
Dec., 1948 

Remaining on Ho pital Regi ter, 16th 
Dec., 194 

.\b ent on trial and e cape, 16th Dec., 
1948 

Tumber actually re ident on 16th 
Dec .. 1.948, a per Morning State
ment Book 

1545 1852 3397 
32 43 75 

1577 1895 3472 

21 23 44 

1556 1872 342 

24 15 39 

1532 1857 8389 
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DISTRIBUTION. 
Number of patients in Grangegorman 

Mental Hospital 736 1182 1918 

Number of patients in Portrane Mental 
Hospital 796 · 675 1471 

Total number resident as above 1532 1857 3389 

CHANGEABILITY. 
Cit.y of Dublin 2553 . -
County Dublin 484 

County Wicklow 288 

Criminal Lunatics 51. 

Non-district patients 13 

Total .. . 3389 

AGRICULTURAL SUB-COMMITTEE. 
Councillor Cormac Breathnach proposed, and Mr. John 

Cahill seconded the adoption of Report No. 54 of the meeting 

of the Agricultural Sub-Committee, held on the 25th Nov

ember, 1948. Passed unanimously. 

REPORT OF INSPECTION, GRANGEBORMAN. 
23rd November, 1948. 

1. Accompanied by Dr. Aird, we made a visit of inspection 

to Grangegorman on the 23rd November. In the Male 

Kitchen we found nutrition and appetising food in course 

of preparation. A good job i being made of the cleaning-up 

of thi kitchen. There were oup, roast beef and vegetables 

in abundance, all skilfully prepared. Some of the bed 

P· tient hod egg , beef tea and milk pudding. 
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2. Tailors' Shop.-There were 7 workers all engaged in the making and repairing of suits and other garments. Some were making quilts. 
3. In the Boot Shop there were 6 workers. A considerable number of boots is turned out monthly. This includes Qrdinary >a,s--wetl as surgical boots. In this department we found one skilled worker (Mr. Farrington) who ha~ been so engaged-for-B--years in a temporary capacity, which we were unanimous in thinking should be made permanent. 
4. Weaving Shop.-In this department there were 5 workers-all busily engaged turning out material for the institution. 

5. In the Carpenter's Shop there were 5 workers-all making and repairing. 
6. We found the Dining-halls, Day-rooms, etc. clean and presentable. 

1. In the Male Hospital, the patients were having their dinners served, all seemed flo be conscientiously looked after, and had no complaints. 
We again thought that there should b~ some segregation of the young and old patients, who are now all together, a cireumstance which we do not consider conductive to the well-being of either. 

8, In the Theatre, where 2 trained nurses are employed, we found nothing to take exception to, except, perhaps, that the taff is somewhat inadequate. 
9. The padded cell, which bad been torn by a patient some time ago, would require to be seen to. 
In No. 10 Dayroom, re-painting is needed, but not a dire necessity. 
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10. Canteen.-Supplies here are adequate. The walls are 

in need of cleaning a}1d re-painting. 

11. The cleanliness, the comfort and the homely. spirit that 

prevailed in the Therapy Division was a heart-raising sight. 

urse Breslin is worthy of the most extravagant compli

ments. 

12. In the ~Iale Therapy Division we found the same com

panionship existed among the patients, but the interior 

appearance .struck us as being r·ather drab and colourless 

when compared to the Female Ward. 

Materials used in the Male Therapy Divisions seem to be 

very limited. It should be possible to increase the raw 

materials for this division-if not, other type of work should 

be introduced which would keep the patients fully occupied. 

13. As regards the remaining portion of the building, our 

expectations were fully satisfied. The plumber took us on 

a very interesting tour of th~ yards and derelict buildings 

attached to Grangegorman, and to our amazement we found 

portion of a building attached to the "Morning Star ociety" 

being allowed fall into a tate of decadency and ob olescence. 

l\IR. KATHLEEN IX. 

P. P. O'REILLY. 

SEA_ TAGGART. 

Order. Received late: Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

L·,·pE 'TIO~- REPORT, PORTR.L.E. 

7th December, 1048. 

1. We, the under igned, vi ited Portrane :Mental Ho pital 

ou the 7th iJ1 . _\.ccompanied by Dr. . Blake we vi ited 

the Male and Female DiYi ' ion , \York hop , etc., and found 
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everything clean and tidy. Owing to the patients being occupied in bathing, the \Vorkshops were not in full swing. We attended the Dining Hall while dinner was in progress, and the food seemed well cooked and an ample supply was served. 

2. While inspecting the Laundry we noticed that some of the machinery was out of order, thus causing the work to be upset, and as thi:; department is of vital necessity in such an institution we strongly recommend an immediate report from the Engineer regarding the suitability of the present plant, which to our minds appears to be antiquated and worn out. Only 2 of the present machines seem to ·give any satisfaction, and although they are 15 years in use they are the most up-to-date in our possession. 

3. During our visit we interviewed many patients, but found no complaints. The usual requests for discharge were made. • 

4. The position of Assistant Matron has not yet been filled, and we suggest the matter be taken up with the Department. We thank Dr. Blake for his courtesy and attendance on us during our visit. 

T. BYRNE. 

. J. DIGNAM. 

S. DUNNE. 

J. CAHILL. 
Order. Received late. Consideration deferred to next meeting. 

I 
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APPOINTMENT OF VISITING COMMITTEES. 

The following were appointed to the Grangegorman and 

Portrane Visiting Committee-s for the ensuing period to the 

1_3th January, 1949, date of next meeting of the Board: -

G.RANGEGORMAN VISITING COMMITTEE:

Councillor T. Byrne (Chairman). 
Councillor C. M. Byrne. 
Mr. John Cahill. 
Miss K. McDowell . 

PORTRANE vI SITING COMM1TTEE: __..., 

Alderman Bernard Butler. 
Councillor James Andrews. 
Councillor W. J. Colman. 
Mrs. Maureen Connon. 

MANAGER'S REPORT TO JOINT BOARD. 
9th December, 1948. 

1. The number of }Jatients resident in the Board's 

Hospitals on 8th instant was : -
Males. Females Total. 

Grangegorman 732 1168 1900 
Portrane 797 676 .1473 

1529 1844 3373 
as compared with :-

8th December, 1947 1491 1816 3307 
8th December, 1946 1521 1841 3362 
8th December, 1945 1524 1824 3348 
8th December, 1944 1502 1795 3297 

this year's number being 66 more than on the corresponding 

date last year, and 76 more than 6n the corresponding date 
in 1944. 
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2. The general condition of the Board's Hospitals and the health of the patients are reported by the Chief R.M:. S. and the Branch R.M.S. to be satisfactory. There was one case of measles and one case of scarlatina among the female patients at Grangegorman-both of whom are progressing satisfactorily . No case of zymotic disease and no serious accidents to patients at Portrane were reported during the past month . 

3. Male patient S.K. (1289) who was admitted to Grauge· gorman from a Dublin Hospital at 8.45 p.m. on 27th ultimo, died at 8.15 a.m., the following morning. ·when the patient was examined on admission he was found to be very emaciated and weak ; his mental state was semi-stuporo e. The Coroner was notified, .and with his permission a postmortem was carried out, ·whicb showed that there was an extreme state of emaciation, and that there was an oldstanding injury to the frontal portion of the skull. It is probable that an inquest will be held. 

4. Female patient S.C. (32731) collap ed in ~~o. 2 Dayroom at Portrane on 21st Nonmber, 1948. She was seen immediately by the Doctor on duty, but died in a few minutes. The Coroner wn notified, but did not deem an inquest nece ary a the patient died from natural C<HI. es. 

5. Liberty patient C.D. (894), Grangegorman, wn missed after upper on 13th ultimo. He was een in town the following day by 2 male nur e who brought him back to the ho pital. 

Liberty patient A.W. (21>5), Gmngegorman, Wll found to be mi ing at 9.30 a.m. on 23rd ultimo. .\ ·earch of the 
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grounds failed to locate him, and the usual precautions were 

taken. He was brought back to the Hospital at 9.30 p.m. 

by his mother. 

Male patient J.L. (963), who was undergoing special treat

ment, escaped from No. 5 Infirmary at Grangegorman, on 

23rd ultimo. It was reported later in the day that he was 

at the Garda Station in Store Street, and 2 male nurses 

brought him back to the Hospital. The patient stated on 

his return that he had escaped through an open window 

where a contractor's workmen were about to make a new 

doorway into the Sanatorium. 

On the 14th ultimo liberty patient C.R. (40922), Portrane, 

escaped while working at Turvey. He wa apprehended by 

the Gardai at J ulianstown on 1.6th, and brought back by 

male nurses sent for him. 

On the 22nd ultimo patient R.H. (37655), Portrane, while 

milking at Ballyma tone, disappeared, and up to the present 

there ha been no trace of him. There was a dense fog at 

the time of hi disappearance which hampered efforts to find 

him. 

The Chief R.~L '. and Branch R.M .. a sure me that no 

blame attache to any member of the staff in connection 

with these e cape , which have been duly reported to the 

Mini ter for Health. 

6 . .t1ccidrlllR to Patient (Gra11!1egorman).-Female patient 

::\LH. {41; ) impul ·ivcly broke 4 pane of gla with her 

hund in .• :o. 17 Did ion on 4th instant, a are ult of which 

he inflicted u very ·evere wound on l;ter right arm. A 

Vi iting urgeon wu called in, who in erted 27 stitches, 
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and the patient is now progressing favourably. The Chief R.M.S. does not attribute blame to any member of the staff in connection with this occurrence. 
7. No serious accidents to patients at Portrane are reported during the past month. 
B. Accidents to Staff (Portrane).-The following members of the Nursing Staff received minor injuries during the month, but none of them was absent from duty as a result: Male Nurse M.G. wa-s kicked in the mouth by a patient on 2nd ultimo, and had a tooth broken in his denture. 
Nurse B.D. was kicked in the abdomen by a patient on 8th ultimo. 

Female Attendant M.K. received a splinter of glass in bet eye on 19th ultimo. The splinter was removed by an A.M.(\ Nurse A.B. slipped on 27th ultimo, and complained of B pain in her arm. 
P.F., a temporary juvenile .farm labourer, received an injury to his left foot on 8th November, caused by the prod of a fork. 

On 18th ultimo 8. O'D., fitter, ·sustained a severe burn to hi hand while operating the electric welding plant. He was off duty until 22nd. 
No eriou accidents to the Grangegorman staff are reported. 

9. With reference to the Report of Inspection at Grangegorman carried out by the Chairman, Councillor G. Hughes, and lr . Iaureen Connon on 2nd November:-Items 1, 3, 7 and 8. In a large and old institution such as Grangegorman, it is very difficult to keep the interior 
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decoration in a satisfactory condition at all times. This 

applies particul•arly to ·the Female House, which is the oldest 

part of the Hospital, and contains Divisions 1_5, 18 and 19 

specially referred to in the Report. A sum is provided in 

the Estimates each year :for interior decoration, and the 

different parts of the buildings are dealt with in order of 

urgency. The Divisions referred to will be re-decorated, but 

the amount of work involved is so great that it cannot all 

be done this year. 

Item 2. The Main Dining Hall in the Female House 

presents a special problem, which I would like to discuss 

with the members of the Board. 

Item 4. A special examination of the radiogram in the 

Nurses' Home is being carried out by the General Electric 

Co., to see if it is worth repairing. This instrument is con

stantly going out of order, •and owing to the number of 

people who have access to it, it is difficult to keep it in 

working order. The provision of loose covers for the chairs 

in the Nurses' Sitting Room was under consideration some 

time ago, but was deferred owing to the high eost of material. 

Item 5. Arrangements are being made to convert the open 

space at the back of the Nurses' Home in-to a garden. 

Item 6. The cale i ue of tobacco is 1 oz. weekly to each 

male patient resident-- moker or non- moker-which i 

calculated to allow It oz . per week to each moker. In 

addition extra tobacco or cigarette are i ued to working 

patients-including occupational therapy worker . I am 

having the di tribution of the tobaooo and cigarettes ex

nmined to en ure that the O.T. worker are getting their 

fair bare. 
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Item 8. Every effort is made to maintain the supply of fresh milk and this matter is continuously under review by the Board's Agricultural Sub-Committee. A sample of Prepared Powdered Milk was submitted to that Sub-Committee at its last meeting, and I think the members agreed that it was a useful and reasonably palatable substitute in a sudden emergency •ari-sing from a shortage of fresh milk. Every effort is made to confine the use of powdered milk to the making of milk puddings and similar dishes. 

10. In connection with the Report of Inspection at Portrane carried out by the Chairman, Councillors P. P. O'Reilly, Sean Taggart, and James Andrews on 4th Kov., I am obtaining quotations for the new Weaving Moachinethe purchase of which is recommended by the members. 
11 . I have authorised the usual extra cinema performances at Grangegorman and Portrane during Christmas week, the co t of which will be borne by the Canteen Account. The u ual Chri tmas extras for patients and staff will be provided. 

12. The deputotion appointed at the last meeting of the Board to interview the :\linister for Health in connection with the wage inet·ea e for the Nursing Staffs, attended at L~in ter Hou e on the evening of the 18th wtimo. but were unable to ee the Mini ter. An appointment was made for dondav, 22nd ultimo, when the Mini ter received the deputation, und informed them that he had approved of the application of .the incren s a propo ed by the Board with ffect from 1 t Januur , 1948, with the limitntion that the full wage increa e would apply only to those employee whose total remuneration did not exceed .£350 per annum. 
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This was confirmed by letter on '27th November, ;md it 

was stated that the rate of increase to be granted to em

ployees whose remuneration was over £350 per annum was 

under consideration, and would be dealt with at a later date. 

The letter ~dvised that the expenditure involved in gt'anting 

the increases would be taken into account for the purposes 

of the Health Services Grant. 

13. At the last meeting of the Board, Mr. Vincent Kelly's 

plans for alterations to the Catholic Church, Grangegorman, 

at an estimated cost of £2,793, and also plans for a reduced 

scheme of alterations at an estimated cost of £1,451 (pre

pared at the sugge tion of the Department of Health) were 

referred to the C.hairman, and Councillors P. P. O'Reilly 

and Frank: foley for examination. The Chairman and 

Councillor O'Reilly examined them on 25th ultimo, and they 

were · trongly of opinion that the original cheme approved 

by the Board at a cost of £2,793 hould be proceeded with. 

14. In connection with the Notice of ~lotion given by 

Councillor Sean Dunne at the !a t meeting of the Board, I 

am ad vi ed that thee tirnated co t of re-decorating internally 

one-fifth of the 'taff Hou e on the Board ' E tate each 

year would be £2,654 per annum. 

15, The 'ontract and Bond in connection with the work 

of extending the teamerhou e in the male department 

' ner· I kitchen at Grun" gorman hn-. been complet d bv 

the ontructor-,Y. · • ~. Furlong, Ltd.-and are ubmitte;l 

to-dny for ealing with the Board eal. 
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16. The following tenders have been obtained for the supply of 4,840 square yards of 3 in. grass sods required for laying out the new garden at the rere of the Nurses' Home at Grangegorman-viz. : 

Tender No. 1 
Tender No. 2 
Tender No. 3 
Tender No. 4 

£726 0 0 
726 0 0 
605 0 0 
297 1l. 10 

On the recommendation of the Head Gardener, I have accepted Tender No. 4, that of Mr. James Smart, Portrane. 
17. After prolonged correspondence, the Law Agent ha.s been advi ed by the Revenue Commissioners that Mortgage intere t paid by the Board may be offset against Income Tax paid for 1945-46 on the houses occupied by members of the taff at Portrane. This will mean that the total amount paid -.£227 16s. 3d., le £1 ls. 4d. tax deducted by the Board from tithe rent payment -will be refunded. 
18. Four tender were received in response to public odverti. ement for staff clothing due for issue in the current financial ~·ear, and I have accepted the following, being the lowe t in each en e, except where otherwise stated:-

ROCHE' TORE (DUBLIN), LTD., for-
n' frlc'ae o rroata, to lloard' atandard .. mple at u oa. lid. each u•ut~IW' u)QIJ; rm ovtrt'Oa ,. at £4 7e. lid. , "' ,... 

at 74/- a doaen ..,,.,.. (0 . . ) 
at 2/ 0d. , ('oiJaq (d 
at 17/ 2d. , ,. - M-In. t Nmlractof-a aampiu at 33/ ltd ... \ ' ~ln. 
at 38/ 11<1. ,. ltnk' IW (W.) 
at 40/ Sd. , nk' (0 .. . ) 
at 43/ 0d. , ..... n~'!.. ( .0 . .) 
at 48/ Sd. " h ~- .. 

1, .. at 17/ llcl. f'a(" _,_ 
....... (~) to Board'a atandara .. mple at 25/ 4cl. a doll • .---1:...._. C11A c6>ftd by another linn at 21/lOd. adoRn - DOt COOIIIIden4 l!llltable. 
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TODD BURNs' & CO., LTD., for-

~lfrs( (u
11
ndressed) to contractor's sample at 20/ - a doz. 

s ce uJ~id) , , , at 28/ 6d. , 

(A plastic belt offered by this fum at 24/ 6d. a dozen was 
A not considered suitable). 
AE~ns (('(f~ to Board's standard sample at 8/6d. each. 

18 · .) , , , at 9/ lld. , 
prons offered by other firms at 6/-, 7 / lld. and 9/ Sd. 

each were not considered suitable. 

CLERY & CO. (1941) LTD., for-

Nurses' caps to contractor's sample at 1/ lld. each. 

19. Further to pamgraph 18 of my Report of 18th Novem

ber, I have now been advised that the Minister for Local 

Government has approved of the borrowing from the 

Commissioners ·of Public Works of a sum of £8,300 repay

able in equal instalments over a period of 10 years with 

interest on the balance outstanding from time to time at 

the rate in force under Section 12 of the Local Loans Fund 

Act, 1935. I submit a Deed of Mortgage prepared by the 

Solicitor to the Commissioners of Public \Yorks and a Form 

of Undertaking for punctual payment of the proposed loan 

and all existing loans. I recommend that the Deed be 

executed, and that authorisation be given to the sealing of 

the Deed and Form of Undertaking. 

20. From an examination of the expenditure made for the 

purpo e of preparing the estimates for the current financial 

year, it appeal'S probable that the expenditure this year will 

be in excess of the amounts provided under a number of 

head -viz.:-

PROVISION AND GROCERIE . 

The um provided in the current year' e timate wn 

£ ,000, and it i probable that the nctual expenditure wiJI 

be in the region of £93,000. This increa e i due to (a) 

improvement in the patient ' diet. made during the course 

of the year, (b) an increa e in the average number of patients 
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from 3,302 for the year ended 31st March, 1948, to an 
e timated 3,363 for the year ending 3lst March, 1949, (c) 
the increased prices ·of the principal provisions since the 
original estimate was prepared last November. 

As regard (c) the following are particulars of the contract 
prices for the principal items of provisions since the last 
e timate was prepared. For comparative purposes the price 
of the e commodities on the same dates in the previous 
year are shown:-

Contract period 1948. 1947. 
from 

DEEF 1st Jncouary 149/4 cwt. 105/- cwt. 
Ist April 15 /8 121/4 
let October 163/4 154/-

)JCTrO~ lst Jnnw>ry 261/4 1 6/8 
1st April 266/- 224/-
1 t October 266/- 261/4 

};f;(l~ 1 t JanWlry 34/2 tlCr 120 27/6 per 120 
1 t prll 33/- 2 /6 
I t July 36/11 21!,6 
1 t Octul.K•r 36/0 3~ 10 

BtTrlUt ... J April " 0/1! cwt . 243/- cwt. 

The Board hn nlreadv anthori ed additional expenditure 
nmonnting to £:1,000 for the purpo>"e of improving the 
pnticnt ' tliet. 

\.· :MBDI .\L .L·D UR ,J .\L 
\.PPLI L: E . 

r •-.ult of tlw incre: eel cost ol m >tlicul ·uppli ·, ucl 
inc.t· u · •d u of th • ., upplit! · in th Ro ·pitnl for th 

1cth rentnumt of patient , it i ·timated hat be UDl 
of £.1.000 proyided in the Official E · inmt-e and Demond 
rutn e . c ed d b · £2,000. 
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CLOTHING, BEDDIKG AND FURNITURE. 
'l'he amount provided under these heads in the Official 

E timate and Demand was £33,000. It appears now that 
the actual expenditure will be £40,000 or an increase of 
£7,000. As reported to the Board in December, 1947, it is 
extremely difficult to estimate accurately for a considerable 
time in advance the probable expenditure for these purposes. 
Very ub tantial replacements of clothing, bedding and 
equipment are necessary to make up for lack of supplies 
during the W<tr year . During the current year many articles 
unobtainable for year pa t have become available, and as 
th ~· we1·e urgently required they have been purchased. 

FAR~I EXPl~~ 'E '. 
The .\gricultuml ~Ianager e timate that it may be 

nece 11ry to xpend a . um oi £~,000 in exce s of the amount 
pmviclt>rl for in the Official E tirnate for the purcha e of Live
tack, und the .\n-riculturnl .'ub- 'ommittee at its meeting 

on 2.3 h ultimo recomm ncled thut thi · ndditional expenditure 
he uuthori · d. 

IRE ~-.TRA~~ 'E. 
'rhe Bont·cl' ln 
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PERA. -~ .\ 'l'l T < 

On the lOth }'ebrunry ln. t, the Board uuthori ed ucldi
ionul c ·p •ncliturl:l nmou11ting to £5,500, and on the 17th 

.Jun In t additional expenditure amounting to £620 for the 
purpo. o( incr u inn pen ion and lump urn re pectively, 

p rmitted b~· • 'ection 79 of the Locnl Government (• uper-
nnuation .\ct. 1 , grunted to officer and ervnnt who 

h t1 r irecl ince 1. t July, HMO. The Department of Health 
h nc ntly lllh·i eel that !!I' tuitie paid under ection 4 (a) 
of h .\ ~·tum fficer ' . 'ul> runnuntion .\ct, 1909, to the 

of offict:r ·ho died while in the ervice of thtl 
.Jul:. 1 0, miuht be incretLed on the ume 

incr 1 in the uperannu tion:- und lump 
who h 1d rdir d on pen ion . Th co of 

" woulcl h £:1,150. Th r• or 12 

'10, 
.. ppli· 

To 
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There will, of cour e, be increased expenditure under the 
heading of salaries and wages, but the additional amount 
required-viz., £24,600, ha already been authorised by the 
Bqard on the 17th June Ia t. 

21 . On 18th March la t the B oard approved of the rai ing 
of a loan of £4,500 to be borrowed from the Commis ioner 
of Public Work , and repaid over a period of 15 year , for 
the following purpo e :-

1.-Exten ion of watt:r upply, B llyma tone 
F rm 

2.-Ext n ion of water . upply, Turv y Farm .. . 
a.-.Iilk cooling plant and wot l h t r, Turvey 

Farm 

4.-l'urchu o{ ~Iill & Bul r., }'ortrnn Parm ... 

l?ro ·i ion for coutin • nci • ... 

£ 300 

1,950 

50() 

1,250 

"4,000 
.;oo 

£4, 

Application for 
yo\' rnm n o b 

linj r f<Jr l. 
h I rch. 
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\ numb r of comparatively mall expen e of a capital 
1 tur~ hnv • be u incurred in the current financial year, and 
1r · con ·mplated in the near future-viz.: 

J.- Iitl all(l Bnler (purcha-cd uau t, 194 £1,320 

2.-Durrou h' .\ccountina )lachine (purcha ed 
.\pril, 1. 726 

3.-1 

En,.int~ rin.., 'o., completed 

:2'i h • ·o • .. 1!\4 , nnd work in h nd ) 710 

£2,75 
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22. The Estimates Meeting of the Board must be held on 
Thursday, 13th January, and I would recommend that the 
monthly meeting of the Board be brought forward by one 
week to that date, and that, as usual, a meeting of the 
Board (sitting as a Committee of the Whole Board) be held 
on Tbur day, 6th January, to consider the Draft E timate . 

.LL'.\OER' 

JOHN P. KEA E, 
Dublin Assistant Oity Manager. 

UPPL · )1E~TAL REPORT T .JOL T 
BOARD. 

16th Deccmb r, 1. 

23. ince 15th ultimo, !J5 mol 
w~;:re admitted-total 72. 
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du on thi · bu. is hould be paid as soon as possible. The dditional pa~·ment bring the average co t of the turf to .t:J 18 . 511. per tou. 

In addition to the foregoing the Wicklow County Council nl o uppliecl 48{) tons, acquired by contract at the cost price of £:J p r ton delivered. 

fJrtlera made tluJreon: 

JOHN P. KEANE, 
Dublin Assistant City Manager. 

Pnr 9. Item 2.-The Manager tated that he intended to rrana a further rliscu ion with the Department of Health on h pn>po I ubmitt~d in April, 1946, for recon truction of th buildin t. Orang gorman. The improvement of th }' m l Dinin hall would he one of the mntter requiring u ·n attention under nny scheme of rccon truction. 
1• ar Hl.- pproved unanimou ly. 
,, r 1.>.- ' I to affix 1 to controet. 

1 by Councillor Thoma Byrne ( hair· 

•• 
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Par 20.-Proposed by Councillor Thoma Byrne (Chair
man), econded by Councillor Cormac Breathnuch: 

" 1'hut, pur uant to the provi ions of 'ection 25 of the 
County :Management Act, 1040, the :Manager be author
i ed t<> incur liabilitie to an amount not exceeding 
£24,150 during the current financial year 19 -40, in 
exce of the e timated requirement u et out in the 
19-4 / 40 Official E timate and Demand, and the addi
tional umount already authori cd, for the purpo e et 
out iu pal'<l'!rUph 2 of hi Report of thi date." 

Pa sed uu uunou ·Jy. 

Par 21.-Propo e1l by Councillor l'el•r \\"hit •, · ·cou cl ~ tl 
by )h... • I.IUr eu 'ouuou: 

1n ccord me 
propo d : 

" 'lbr 

.. • TI I: Of £01'1 

Dunn , T . l ., 
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. fter ome di cussi{)n as to whether the motion could be 
accepted, it wa decided unanimously to defer further 
con ideration of the mattet· pending :investigation by the 
Manaoer of a Report that a numbeT of Staff Houses on the 
e tate at Portrane were urgently in need of repair. 

The .\Innager re~rted that he had asked the Minister for 
Health whether the Board might undertake the provision 
of additional hou e for it Iarried Male Nursing Staff. 

E. I. MURRAY, 
Chief Clerk. 

THOMAS BYRNE, 
Chairman. 

JOHN DUN E, 
Chief R.M.B. 
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Report No. 56. 

Grangegorman Mental Hospital 
Board. 

RE 1949-50 ESTIMATE AND DEMAND. 

The accompanying tables regarding the calculation of the 
sums set out in the statutory estimate and demand of the 
Board are furnished for the information of members of the 
Board, but these tabks do not form an integral portion of the 
statutory estimate and demand. 

l!'."DEX. 
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1. Mental Hoapital Popul.t.~ion Iince 1 U 

2. ummary of Eat.im.at. and Demand, l 
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2 . I 
TABLE I. 

~howing the Daily Average Number of Patients resident in the Hospital 
from each County from 1925. 

SUB-DIVISION OF HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT --Year ended ·--------- Crimina.! Non- ToT., L 

City 
Co. Co. Co. Lunatics District 

of 
Dublin Wick- Louth Dublin low 

I ------ .-
31 Mar. 1925 ... 2,001 703 282 343 84 - 3,413 

.. 1926 . .. 2,017 719 285 339 82 - 3,442 

.. 1!127 . .. 2,025 731 288 338 79 - 3,461 

I 1928 2,029 746 292 341 78 - 3,486 " ... 

" 1&29 ... 2,060 759 298 339 75 - 3,531 

" 1930 ... 2,183 781 299 331 71 - 3,665 

.. 1931 ... 2,217 796 296 329 73 - 3,711 

.. Ll3:l ... 2,576 44.4 310 334 75 - 3,739 

.. 1933 . .. 2,601 461 313 341 77 - 3,793 

" 1934 ... 2,683 474 322 249 79 - 3,807 
li ,, 1935 ... 2,718 487 317 I 75 - 3,598 I .. 1936 ... 2,715 499 320 - 72 - 3,606 I .. L937 ... 2,726 494 331 - 71 - 3,622 

I .. 1938 ... 2,700 503 323 - 71 - 3,597 

1939 2,737 518 3,651 I " ... 324 - 69 3 
I .. 1940 . .. 2,728 520 314 - 70 10 3,00 
I .. 19·U . .. 2,760 516 312 - 66 4 3,658 .. 1942 . .. 2,703 504 306 - 66 7 3,586 .. 1943 . .. 2,584 474 284 - · 62 6 3,410 I .. 1944 ... 2,501 453 280 - 56 3 3,293 
f .. 1945 ... 2,507 450 27! - 57 4 3,290 .. 1946 ... 2,531 458 279 - 55 8 3,331 

" 1947 ... 2,527 477 281 - 53 14 3,352 .. 194 . .. 2,458 469 2 7 - 55 33 3,302 r 
... • oa. re.ident during} ----

7 months ended 2,519 475 294 - 57 18 3,363 ' 31st October, 1948 

·- ·- ·-
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TABLE 2. 

SUMMARY OF ESTIMATE AND DEMAND. 

Estimated Debit Balance at co=encement 
of year ••• ..• ..• . .. 

Estimated Expenditure, as per Table 3 :-
For Ordinary Expenses . . . . .. 
For Repayment of Loan.s . . . . .. 

TOTAL LlABILlTIES 

Estimated Credit Balance at co=encement 
of year •.. ... ... . .• 

Estimated Revenue, as per Table 4 :-
For Paying Patients .. . ..• . .• 
For Criminal Lunatics and Criminal 

Lunatic Service Patients . . . . .. 
For Farm Account Sales, Old Stores, Bank 

Interest, and other Miscellaneous Revenue 
Items ••• •.. ..• • .• 

TOTAL AssETS ••• 

DIFFERENCE (BEING .AMOUNT OF NET 
DEMAND) ••• ••• • •• 

Net Increase •.. £46,373 

Present 
Estimate, 
194~ 

£ 

48,551 

510,700 
15,100 

£574,351 

£ 

-
30,500 

8,500 

4,600 

£43,600 

. 
£530,751 

-
Last 

Estimate, 
1948-49 

I £ 

49,933 

452,945 
21,300 

£524,178 

£ 

-
28,400 

6,300 

• 
5,100 

£39,800 

£484,378 

-------------- ---'----··------

City of Dublin 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 

APPORTIONMENT. 
Proportion Net 

Payable Demand 
76.612% £407,775 
14.446% 74,457 
8.942% 48,519 

Comparison with 
1948-49. 

(An increase of £40,283) 
(An increase of £3,406). 
(An increase of £2,684). 



T.ABLE a.-EXPENDITURE 

.Actual .Actulll .Actual Present Last Comparison 

Pa~cnts, Payments, Pa.yments, Head of Service Estimate Estimate 

1 ll-46 1946-47 1947-48 1949-50 1948-49 Increase Decrease 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

112,744 129,558 154,523 Salaries and Wages (Net) ... ... 182,000 161,250 20,750 -
17,012 17,534 25,612 Superannuations, gratuities, etc. .. . 25,500 25,000 500 -
70,983 69,335 83,724 Provisions and groceries .. . .. . 96,000 80,000 16,000 -
32,745 39,316 53,443 Farm and garden expenses (including pur· 61,500 57,500 4,000 -

chase of live stock for slaughter). 
386 633 794 Wines, spirits and beer ... ... 1,000 650 350 -

5,557 6,020 7,455 Tobacco and snuff ... ... .. . 7,500 7,800 - 300 

3,310 3,570 6,163 Medicines and medical and surgical appli- 5,500 4,000 1,500 -
anoes and dressings. 

18,040 18,854 24,602 Clothing for patients and staff ... 26,000 24,000 2,000 -
1,494 2,646 7,214 Bedding for patients and staff ... 6,500 5,000 1,500 -
1,493 2,781 4,179 Furniture, delph, cutlery, hardware and 6,000 4,000 2,000 -

house linen. 
86,701 56,648 93,040 Fuel and light ... ... ... 53,000 50,000 3,000 -

1,358 1,232 1,606 Washing materials ... ... 2,000 1,400 600 -
1,665 1,241 1,306 Water sulplies ... ... ... 1,500 1,500 - -

12,531 17,125 19,616 Structura alterations and repairs, main ten- 24,500 21,345 3,155 -

~ 

ance of pl_ant and machinery, etc. (See 
Table 7). 

1,583 1,926 2,305 Stationery, printing and advertising ... 2,500 2,000 500 -
2,133 2,211 2,120 Rent, rates, taxes, insurance and W.C.A. 3,500 2,250 1,250 -

compensation payments. 
- - 159 Maintenance in Other Hospitals ... 50 - 50 - I 

79 166 149 
Other Establishment Charges :-

Re-afforestation of Portrane ... 200 250 - 50 
4,263 5,556 4,260 Miscellaneous Expenses (see Table 8) 5,950 5,000 950 -

374,077 376,352 492,270 TOTAL ORDINARY EXl'ENDITURE ... 510,700 452,945 57,755 -
13,983 13,588 12,508 Repayment of Loans ... ... ... 9,750 13,500 - 3,750 

6,346 6,010 5,348 Interest on Loans ... ... ·-· 5,350 7,800 - 2,450 

£394,406 £395,950 £510,126 TOTAL REVENUE EXl'ENDITURE ... £525,800 £474,245 £51,555 



TABLE 4-RECEIPTS. 

Actual Actual Actual Present Last Comparison 
Receipts, Receipts, Receipts, Estimate Estimate 

1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 1949--50 1948-49 Increase Decrease 
- - -

£ £ £ RGCUPTS FOR P.t.YINO P.t.TII!NTS: £ £ £ £ 
23,601 19,866 22,600 (a) City of Dublin Account ... 22,500 22,500 - -
4,137 4,917 5,333 (b) Co. Dublin Account ... 4,500 4,500 - -
1,541 1,326 2,347 (c) Co. \\icklow Account ... 1,500 1,400 100 -

(d) Receipts for Maintenance 
900 1,001 3,493 Non·District Patients ... 2,000 1,000 1,000 -

30,179 27,110 33,773 TOT.t.L (POR PRIV.ATJI: PATli!N'J'S) ... 30,50Q 29,400 1,100 -
(e) Criminal Lunatic ... 

3,342 3,065 3,001 Service Patients ... 4,000 3,200 800 -
3,366 3,268 3,197 (f) Crintinal Lunatics ... 4,500 3,100 1,400 -

0. 

36,887 3,443 39,971 TOTAL !'OR PAYING PATU:NTS ... 39,000 35,700 3,300 -
6,722 5,659 4,461 F&rm Account Sales ... 4,500 4,000 500 -

146 151 272 &le of Offal and Old Stores 100 100 - -
174 - - Rent of Santry Court, etc. ... - - - -
275 989 291 Interest &llowed by Treasurer ... - - - -

- - - Fines on Servants .. . • .. - - - -
49 2,595 - Other Miscellaneous Receipts ... - - - -- - 32 Extern Patients . - -... ... - -

£44,253 
I 

£42,837 I £45,027 TOTAL REVENUB ... £43,600 £39,800 £3,800 -i 
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TABLE 5. 

Apportionment of Estimate and Demands for 1949--50 and Comparison with last Estimate. 

City of County County ToTAL 
, Dublin Dublin Wicklow 

£ £ £ £ ESTIMATED DEBIT BALANCES AT 31ST ~H, 1949 ... . .. 39,018 5,179 4,354 48,551 
ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE, 1949--50 : 

Ordinary Expenses ... . .. 391,257 73,778 45,665 510,700 Repayment of Loans ... . .. 11,568 2,182 1,350 15,100 
'fOTAL LIABILITIES ... 441,843 81,139 51,369 574,351 

ESTI!IlATED CREDIT BALANCES AT 

I 
31ST 1fARCH, 1949 ... . .. - - - -

ESTIM TED REVENUE, 1949--50 : I ! Receipts for " Paying " Patients, I 
" • ervicc Patients " and " Crimi-

2,260 I 
nal Lunatics" credited direct to 
contributing Councils ... 29,012 5,728 37,000 Other Miscellaneous Revenue 
Receipts ... ... 1\,0561 954 

l 590 6,600 
ToT LAs ETs -· · ... 34,0681 6,6821 2,850 43,600 

DIFFER"£); E, BF.n!O .·ET DEMA."D 
.t·on l!H!l-50 ... ... 40i,77:> 7-l.-!57 I 4R,iil9 530,751 

< omt Po 'Jn.·o UF. . n, 19t -l!l 367,492 71,061 I 45,835 484,378 

Increase I Incre&80 I Incl'eiU!e I Increase I £40,:! 3 I 3.4061 2,6M 46,373 
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TABLE 6 

BASIS OF APPORTIONMENT OF EXPENSES. 

Extract from Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 
Section 43 (4). "Where a mental hospital district 

consists of a county borough and one or more admin
istrative counties, the sum required to defray the expenses 
incurred by the- mental hospital authority for the district 
during every year ending on the 31st day of March shall 
be supplied by the corporation of such borough and the 
council of such county or the councils of such counties 
severally in proportion to the net cost of maintenance, 
determined by the prescribed method, of the chargeable 
patients from their respective functional areas main
tained by the mental hospital authority during such 
year, and the proportionate part of that sum of such 
council of a county or of each such council of a county 
shall be raised by means of the poor rate equally over 
the whole of the county." 

The net cost of maintenance of the chargeable patients is 
determined in accordance with the provisions of Article 105 
of the Public Bodies Order, 1946. 

It is impossible to determine in advance the average 
numbers who will actually be chargeable against each county 
during the ensuing financial year and for the purpose of 
apportioning the estimate and demand the latest available 
figures are taken as a basis, viz., the average numbers 
resident during the seven months ended 31st October, 1948, 
which were as follows :-

City of Dublin ... 
County Dublin 
County Wicklow 

2,519 
475 
294 

3,2 8* 
•Excluding non-district patients, criminal lunatics and service patJenu. 

On this basis the following table shows the ratio in which 
the estimated expenses are apportioned against each cc,n
tributing cotmty compared with la.,t year :-

1949--50 1948-49 Comparison 

City of Dublin .. . 
County Dublin .. . 
County Wicklow 

Estimate Estimate Increase Decrease 
76·612~~ 76·406~ ·206~ 
14·446~~ 14·6 8~ 
8·942~ 8·906~ ·036~ 

·242~ 
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TABLE 7. 
DETAILS OF ESTIMATE FOR REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS, 

ETC. 

Materials (only) for ordinary maintenance of buildings, plant and machinery, and for structural and engineering repairs :-

GRANGEGOBMAN 
POBTRANE 

Provision for special works, a.s detailed at foot :
GBANGEGOBMAN 
Portrane 

Corresponding amount in 1948{49 demand 

Increase ... 

GRANGEGORMAN. 

£ 
2,500 
2,500 

11,185 
8,320 

24,505 
21,345 

£3,160 

PROVISION FOR SPECIAL WORKS DURING 1949{50. 
£ (1) Interna.l and external painting 

(2) Re.decora.tion of employees' houses 
(3) External pointing 
(4) Cleaning gutters 
(5) Sooting boiler and economiser flues and cleaning bakery oven flues 
(6) Repairs to carts and vans 
(7) Farm improvements and repairs 
(8) New straw house at Piggery ... 
(9) Santry Court, maintenance and repairs 

(10) Road repairs 
(11) Replacement of defective W.Cs., cisterns and plumbing in Nos. 14, 15 and 18 female divisions 
(12) Re-decoration of patients' general dini.Og ball, female house, including ceiling and floor repairs and roof alterations ... (13) Forming cement dadoes in single rooms, No. 11 female division; renewal of ceiling over No. 11 division stairs and replacing defective pla.stering in Protestant Church (14) Replacement and repairs to heating boilers (15) In tallation of new boiler feed pump, male boilerhouse ... (16) Replacement of R.W. pipes and gutters 
(17) Replacing defective floor covering, male entrance, T.B. pavilions, Gate Lodge and No. 18 hospital ... {18) J'loor replacement. Noe. 1 and 3 dayrooms; No. 6 corridor 111111 No. f Dayroom · 

1,500 
300 
300 

75 

300 
100 
100 
250 
700 
100 

600 

750 

250 
100 
150 
150 

250 
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TABLE 7---cantinued. £ 

(19) Replacing defective floor joists and floors in Nos. 25 and 27 

division W.Cs. 150 

(20) Renewing defective underground cold water supplies to 

attendants' houses 100 

(21) Kitchens: replacements and new equipment 320 

(22) Rebuilding defective stone chimneys and gable parapets 

on Male house 300 

(23) Replacing defective sashes in No. 17 dayroom 75 

(24) Recovering with copper, clock tower, annexe 200 

(25) External plastering and provision of new hall doors for 

Atte11dants' houses, Marne Villas . . . 120 

(26) Replacement of Liffey Ranges with fireplaces in 14 Atten-

dants' houses 280 

(27) Rewiring No. 2 division 100 

(28) New pig feeding boiler, piggery 80 

(29) Replastering walls, alterations to pig stys, provision of new 

doors and gates, piggery ... 

(30) Santry Court, loading dock for cattle ... 

(31) Erection of fencing around proposed new orchard, Grange· 

gorman 

(32) Annexe Hall, replace existing floor covering 

(33) Replace defective roof blinds, T.B. P avilions 

(34) Repairs to concrete paths 

(35) Temporary plumber and helper for numerous small plumbing 

100 

80 

500 

80 

50 

60 

jobs throughout the institution 60 

(36) Steam main and pipe repairs, overhauling steam traps and 

minor repairs (temporary fitter and htllper) 85 

(37) Fire hose replacements 90 

(38) Refiooring four single rooms and four nursOl!' rooms, female 

house 

(39) General repairs to attendants' houses including resurfacing 

yards and repairing outhouses 

(40) Redecoration and repairs, Male Nurses' Kitchen 

(41) Stores alterations 

(42) Provision for contingencies 

Corresponding amount in 1948 /49 Estimate was £7,870. 

50 

80 

350 

400 

1,000 

£11,185 
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PORTRANE. 

PROVISION FOR SPECIAL WORKS DURING 1949/50. 

(1) Internal and external painting of Institution 
(2) renovation of Estate houses 
(3) Painting work on farm buildings 
(4) Replacement of two 45 gallon steam cookers, general kitchen 
(5) Partial surfacing internal corridor floors 
(6) Construction of Smith's shop and fitter's tool store 
(7) Overhaul and insulation of heating service 
(8) Construction of exit doors from cinema. box 
(9) Tiling walls of hospital bathroom 

(10) Replacing of cooking ranges in Estate houses 
(11) Purchase of portable thermograph 
(12) Construction of (red brick) sanitary annexa No. 1 female 

grounds ... 
(13) Tar spray roofing and repairs Nos. 9 and 11 divisions 
(14) Continuation of terazzo work on sanitary annexes 
(15) Renewal of W.C. pans (partial) 
(16) Surfacing of Estate roadways 
(17) Extension to front room, tool store and office at garden ... 
(18) tomato house and heating of same 
(19) Construction of propagating house and heating of same ... 
(20) Renewal of timber support posts in garden 
(21) Extension of water supply on three farms 
(22) Installation of paraffin tank and pump 
(23) Alterations to existing farrowing pens ... 
(24) Supply and installation of steam boiler and steamers for 

piggery ... 
(25) Construction of 50 ton potato silo pit .. . 
(26) Erection of five 12 ft. gates and posts .. . 
(27) Construction of calf summer house, Ballymastone 
(2 ) Repairs to wall, Spencer's farm 
(29) Provision for contingencies 

Corresponding amount in 1948/49 Estimate was £8,475. 

£ 
1,100 

400 
150 
250 
50 

100 
200 
100 
100 
300 
30 

180 
300 
460 
120 
250 
300 
350 
220 

30 
500 
200 
40 

150 
60 
60 

220 
100 

2,000 

£8,320 

' --------------~--------------
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TABLE 8. 

DETAILS OF "MISCELLAKEOUS EXPENSES." 

Present Last 
Estimate, Estimate, 

1949-50 1948-49 

£ £ 

Outdoor Sports and Pastimes 500 350 

Indoor Games and Amusements 60 30 

Excursions 200 

Newspapers and Periodicals-Grangegorman 350 350 

Do. Portrane 200 200 

Library Books and Pictures 60 60 

·Cinematograph Perform~nces 500 400 

Postage 350 300 

Telephone Service (including Telegrams)-
Grangegorman 500 450 

Do. Porteane 160 150 

Maintenance Contracts, Internal Tele-
phones 100 I 00 

Extermination of Rats 40 40 

Provision for Hospital and Sanatmium charges 350 350 

G. N. Railway. Omnibus subsidy 400 300 

Regulating Clocks, Weighing Machines, 
Musical Instruments, etc. 200 200 

Burials 50 50 

Travelling Expenses of Committee and Staff, 
Expenses of transfer of Patients to and 
from Portrane, allowances to Discharged 
Patients, Expenses Recaptming Escaped 
Patients, and Ca.sh Gratuiticf! to Rpccinl 
Working Patients 

Law Costs (ordinary) .. 
Sundry Purchases, including Ch urch Hcqui

rements, which cannot be clasRified under 
ordinary heads of expenditure 

Window Cleaning, Grangegormaa 

Stamp duty on Paying Orders 

Collection of Refuse 

700 
30:> 

400 
130 
300 . 
100 

TOTAL .. £5,950 

44(1 

300 

400 
130 
300 
100 

£5,000 
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'!'ABLE 9. 
PORTRANE FARM AND GARDEN ACCOUNTS. 

Year Year Year 
1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 

DEBITS 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. Salaries and Wages 7,107 12 4 8,411 19 5 12,113 8 11 Manures . . . 371 18 1 726 8 0 1,599 11 6 Implements and Harness 773 12 5 1,459 7 4 1,269 15 0 Seedrs and Plants ... 703 2 7 357 12 4 1,700 12 11 Live Stocl<: ... . . . 9,586 4 6 12,169 13 6 14 406 18 ll Fodder and Feeding Stuffs... 8,965 2 4 11,761 17 1 16:137 19 5 Freight and Miscellaneous . .. 1,798 7 0 1,967 12 9 2,395 11 11 Rent of Grazing Land (Santry) __ _:_8:::6:_::13::.___:4:.._ _______ --::-::--=-:---: 
ToTAL £29,392 12 7 £36,854 10 5 £49,623 18 7 

Rent ..• . .. 
Allowances of Resident Staff 
Bones and Kitchen Offal ... 
Motor Transport and Miscel-

laneous Expenses ... 
Cattle, etc., transferred from 

Santry... ... . .. 
Pigs from Grangegorman ... 
Horses transferred from Grange. 

gorman 
Decrease in value of Stock 

during Year 

TOTAL DEBITS 

CREDITS 
Potatoes, Vegetables and Fruit 
Milk 
Beef 
Pork 
Mutton .. . 
Allowance for Flowers ... 
Keep of Car and Van Horses, 

etc. ... ... . .. 
Hay and Straw (to G'gorman) 
Cattle, etc., transfeiTed to 

Samry 

'rOTAL 

Pigs to Grangegorman 
AaruAL CASa SALEs ... 
lncrease in Value of Stock 

during year 

TOTAL CREDITS 

Nr.r PROm' 
NET Loss 

2,005 0 0 
354 12 0 
150 0 0 

2,261 16 5 

215 5 0 

2,005 0 0 
440 19 5 
150 0 0 

2,780 5 11 

80 0 0 

380 15 7 

2,005 0 0 
693 8 9 
150 0 0 

3,116 14 

560 0 0 

£34,379 6 0 £42,691 11 4 £56,149 1 5 

£ s. d. 
6,250 11 6 

10,020 6 0 
8,122 19 5 
9~7 16 10 

1,823 6 10 
50 0 0 

245 14 0 

51 8 0 
£27,562 2 7 

726 0 0 
5,050 12 4 

1,433 14 10 
£34,772 9 9 

£393 3 9 

£ B. d. 
10,427 3 11 
13,821 3 0 

8,965 11 6 
1,050 16 11 
2,226 2 . 4 

50 0 0 

390 0 0 

£ s. d. 
8,305 8 3 

17 710 11 11 
n:374 10 11 
1,820 7 8 
3 350 7 0 
'50 0 0 

390 0 0 

£36,930 17 8 £43,001 5 9 

989 12 6 
5,227 5 6 

1,366 0 0 
4,442 16 3 

5,313 0 11 
£43,147 15 8 £54,123 2 11 

£456 4 4 
£2,025 18 6 
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TABLE 10. 

GRANGEGORMAN FARM AND GARDEN ACCOUNTS. 

DEBITS Year Year Year 
1945-46 1946-47 1947-48 

£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
~· alaries and Wages 540 2 I 675 1 II 978 10 5 

Manures ... 27 10 0 

Implements and Harness 145 19 5 64 2 5 54 3 7 

Seeds and Plants ... 123 19 11 159 3 4 194 13 2 

Live Stock 30 0 0 53 0 0 

Fodder and Feeding Stuffs ... 1,025 3 3 1,285 0 6 1,614 5 7 

Miscellaneous 97 2 9 11 15 3 33 15 8 

TOTAL ... £1,962 7 5 £2,275 13 5 2,875 8 5 

Rent 170 0 0 170 0 0 170 0 0 
Allowances of Gardener 38 0 0 71 0 0 

Miscellaneous Expenses 88 3 2 103 15 3 303 14 6 
Kitchen Offal 150 0 0 150 0 0 150 0 0 
Fodder from Portrane 
Pigs from Portrane 726 0 0 989 12 6 1.366 0 0 
Horses, Fodder, etc., from 

Santry ... 541 ll 9 
Decrease in value of Stock 

duriro.g Year 10 15 0 

TOTAL DEBITS ... £3,686 17 ~ £3,760 1 2 £4,865 2ll 

£ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d. 
CREDITS 

Vegetables and Fruit 2,582 15 5 2,743 18 8 1,883 13 2 
Pork 2,139 5 6 2,174 8 1 2,521 12 II 
Horse transferred to Portrane 80 0 0 
Keep of Cart and Van Horses 455 0 0 780 0 0 780 0 0 
Pigs to Portrane 560 0 0 
Flowers and Plants 50 0 0 50 0 0 50 0 0 

TOTAL 5,227 011 5,82 6 9 5,795 6 1 

ACTUAL CASH SALES 171 13 0 422 15 6 16 16 0 
Increase in value of Stock 

during Year 99 10 0 105 10 0 

TOTAL Cluml'l'lil ... £5,398 13 II £6,350 12 3 £5,917 12 1 

N.-r Pllol'ft' ... £1,7ll 16 7 £2,590 II 1 £1,052 9 2 
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TABLE 11. 

Table showing Daily Average Number of Patient Resident, 
and Average Annual Exp nditure "per pati nt" for last 

ten y an~ . . 
AVERAGE 

Daily AN U AL E PE DITURE 
Average "PER PATIENT, 

Year Numbr 
of Excluding Including 

Patients R payment Repayment 
Reaident of Loans of Loans 

£ s. d. £ !'. d. 

1938-39 3,651 60 14 6 67 8 8 

1939-40 3,642 64 2 1 71 8 5 

1940-41 3,658 72 19 11 80 15 4 

1941-42 3,586 72 9 6 80 8 10 

1942-43 3,410 91 15 8 103 1 11 

1943-44 3,293 101 6 0 109 9 7 

1944-45 3,290 105 14 10 113 6 8 

1945-46 ~.331 109 16 5 115 18 6 

1946-47 3,352 109 3 6 115 0 5 

1947-48 3,302 147 11 0 152 19 2 

Last 
Estimate 
1948-49 3,300 133 16 4 140 5 5 

Present 
. 

Estimate 3,400 148 5 3 152 14 1 

The ~verage expenditure per patient is baaed on the gross Revenue 
Expenditure of each year, lesa receipts from farm and gardensales, old 
e to res a~d; miscellaneous receipts. . 

In amnng at same no deduction is made in respect of reoeipts for paytn& 
patients, " service patients " or criminal lunatica. 
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- - y- --.....- - ..... ~-..._.....~ -·--, --:r.&~ ~~ ~- -7.-------~---;,..--. 

Comvarison of Prooosed Net Demand with the Actual Demands onftEach County Council since 1928-29 . Dally Averar 

.... ____..., 

1928-29 

1929-30 

1930---31 

1931-32 

1932-33 

1933-34 

1934-35 

1935-36 

1936-37 

1937-38 

1938-39 

1939-40 

1940---41 

1941-42 

1942-43 

1943-44 

1944-45 

1945-46 

1946-47 

1947-48 

1048-49 

1949-50 

I City County 
Dublin Dublin 

I 
! £ £ 

(A 84,040 31,781 

98,445 31,882 

102,281 37,305 

I 
145,205 26,801 

122,409 17,592 

126,761 22,705 

116,736 21,003 

128,351 22,767 

I 140,294 I 26,229 

152,264 I 25,375 

166,342 I 
31,779 I 

172,207 

I 
32,'992 

200,544 39,019 
! . 

224,090 39,974 

218,450 40,006 
292,426 51,632 

260,753 
' 

46,336 

I 
260,456 45,020 

I 259,100 I 47,124 

319,618 

I 
61,909 

367,492 71,051 

Pre A_IV1 "7'71'{. '7A 457 'P-...,..,~ ...,...,..u.g.u.'-1. 1 •v•,r rv f"%t 

(a) Average for 7 months ended 31st October, 1948. 
(b) Estimated Average for Financial Year 1949-50. 

. 

County Oounty 
Wioklow wuth 

£ £ 
13,362 15,413 

13,908 14,676 

14,981 16,342 

17,243 19,255 

15,898 16,866 

15,859 

I 
-

14,027 -
15,220 - . 
16,821 -
19,937 I -
20,203 ! -
21,206 ! -
22,782 -
25,434 -
25,334 -
31,131 -

31,093 I -
l 

27,985 

i 
-

31,602 -
35,239 -
45,835 -
48,519 -

Total 

£ 
144,596 

168,911 

170,909 

208,504 

172,765 

166,325 

151.766 

166,338 

183,344 

197,576 

218,324 

226,405 

262,345 

289,489 

283,790 

375.189 

338,182 

333,461 

337,826 

416,766 
•n• 1'\Nn 

530,751 

Number o 
Patients Resident 

3,531 

3,665 

3.711 

3,739 

3,793 

3,807 

3,598 

3,606 

3,622 

3,597 

3,651 

3,642 

3,658 

3,586 

3,410 

3,293 

3,290 

3,331 

3,352 

3,302 
... ... ....... i ~ 

3,400 (b) 

..... 
c:,-, 
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