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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 17 January 1985 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Cllr L Belton
Cllr D Browne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr T Hand
Cllr F Hynes
Cllr J Sweeney

APOLOGIES

Dr J D Behan, Mrs D Clune, Prof J S Doyle, Cllr M Freehill, Mr J Gahan,
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD, Dr R Hawkins, Cllr P Hickey PC, Dr D I Keane,

Cllr E Stagg, Cllr G Timmins TD, Cllr W C Willoughby

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer

Mrs B Bonar
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr A Groome
Dr M Henry
Dr B O'Herlihy
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1/86

CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with:

(i) Dr John Cullen, Clinical Director, on the death of his mother;

(ii) Mr Declan Magee, Surgeon, St Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown,
on the death of his father.

2/85
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS

The Chairman informed the members that Mr John Gahan was unable to attend
the meeting because of illness. The members requested that their best wishes
for a speedy recovery be conveyed to Mr Gahan.

3/85
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
HELD ON 13 DECEMBER 1984

The minutes, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr
Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes.

4/85
QUESTION TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Browne,  seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to
the question which had been lodged.

Orthodontic Services 

Question from Cllr. T Hand 

'That the Chief Executive Officer report on the problem of orthodontic services
given during the past twelve months -

(a) Amount of money spent.

(b) Number of patients treated.

(c) Types of treatment.

(d) What are the demand figures for orthodontic services in the
Eastern Health Board at the present time?

(e) What services will we be giving in 1985?

Reply

(A) Expenditure 

In 1984 expenditure on Laboratory Fees for orthodontic appliances and
payments to Specialist Orthodontists and to the Orthodontic
Department, Dublin Dental Hospital totalled £160,000. This
represents 5.3% of the total budget, but does not include salary costs
for the time that our Clinic Staff devote to Orthodontic treatment. It is
not possible to assess the salary cost accurately, but of the total
attendance by children at clinics in 1984, one in seven was in
connection with Orthodontic treatment. Total salary costs in 1984
were £1.8 million.
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Numbers treated 

On 31 December 1 9 8 4 ,  7 , 8 7 6  patients were undergoing treatment at
Health Board clinics and 5 1 3  were unde rgoing treatment in the Dental
Hospital, Dr Steevens's Hospital and by Specialist Orthodontists.

Type of treatment provided 

Most of the patients treated are treated w i th removable Orthodontic
appliances. Some f ixed appliance treatment is carried out in the Dental
Hospital, Dr Steevens's Hospital and at Health Board clinics.
Orthodontic Services are part of the overall Dental Services and cannot
be provided in isolation f rom other aspects of the service. It has been
the experience in many countries that where orthodontic services are
provided free or are subsidised the demand for treatment exceeds the
real need. Unless an element of control is placed on the categories of
patients accepted for treatment costs tend to escalate beyond
acceptable levels. In the United Kingdom in 1 9 8 0 5 .3% (£32 million)
of dental expenditure was given to Orthodontic treatment and at the
same time 1 7 % of those undergoing orthodontic treatment in the 10
-14 age group discontinued treatment before completion. This
indicates that many patients accepted for treatment (which is free of
charge) were not prepared to continue w i th regular monthly visits to
clinics or dental practices for periods of up to t w o years. Consequently
they did not benefit f rom the treatment provided, and only wasted
valuable resources.

In general, in the Eastern Health Board t w o factors are taken into
account by Health Board Dental Officers when selecting patients for
orthodontic treatment. These are Dental Health Status and Orthodontic
Status.

Dental Health Status 

Patients should be free of untreated dental caries w i th ail lesions
satisfactorily restored. Al l patients should be free f rom active gingivit is
and/or periodontit is prior to commencing active appliance therapy.
Both patient and parents should be assessed to ensure their will ingness
to co-operate in the treatment precedures and in preventative
measures. If necessary patients' oral hygiene should be assessed on a 
continuous basis over a period of six months before Orthodontic
treatment is commenced.

Orthodontic Status 

The fact that a patient does not have a perfectly aligned set of teeth
does not mean that Orthodontic treatment is needed. Many
combinations of such deviations are compatible w i th both acceptable
funct ion or aesthetics. Patients accepted for treatment in an
Orthodontic service should only include the fol lowing:

Function

(i) Patients whose mastication or speech is affected or likely to be
affected because of the presence of a malocclusion.

(ii) Patients in whom other structures in the mouth are being damaged
or are likely to be damaged because of the presence of a 
malocclusion.

Aesthetics

Patients who , due to a malocclusion, may be at a disadvantage socially
or psychologically.
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(D) Waiting Lists 

There are waiting lists for removable appliance treatment in some
areas. However, the Boards Dental Staff is in a position to treat most
patients who require this treatment. On 31 December 1984, 1,120
were awaiting this treatment within the next few months. There is a 
problem with the provision of fixed appliance therapy and there is a 
waiting list of about 400 patients for such treatment. When a full time
Consultant Orthodontist is appointed, provision of this service will be
accelerated. A Consultant Orthodontist post for the Eastern Health
Board was created and advertised during 1984. The Consultant
recommended by the Local Appointments Commission did not take up
duty and the Board has asked the Commission to re-advertise the post.
This Consultant's role will be to treat complicated cases, to diagnose
and prescribe treatments which will be carried out by Dental Officers,
and to train dental staff, as part of the career promotional programme
for Health Board Staff.

(E) Services in 1985 
During 1985, the Board's Dental Officers will again provide the major
portion of the orthodontic treatment

In this they will be assisted and guided by four Specialist Orthodontists
who will either provide treatment or prescribe treatment plans which
the Dental Officers will carry out. The Dublin Dental Hospital will
continue to treat a limited number of patients with fixed and removable
appliances. At present, the Board has one dental officer seconded to
the Orthodontic Department. Dublin Dental Hospital in a training
capacity for one day a week. This officer will return full time to the
Health Board services during 1985 and another Dental Officer will be
seconded to be trained in the hospital. The possibility of providing
special training courses for Health Board staff in specialties, including
orthodontics is being discussed with the Director of Studies and the
Chief Consultant of the Dental Hospital at present.

As indicated in the report to the meeting of the Eastern Health Board on
1 November 1984, (Report No. 25/84) the dentist/patient ratio has not
yet reached the desired level. Consequently, it has not been possible to
implement a school examination programme in all areas and there are
waiting lists for routine treatment at some clinics. Before consideration
is given to increasing expenditure on Orthodontic Services, there will
have to be an increase in the facilities and staff to provide basic dental
services, (prevention, relief of pain, routine conservative treatment
etc.) in a number of areas. It would be inappropriate to greatly expand
Orthodontic services while basic services cannot be provided at the
desired level
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5/85

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the following report, which was
noted by the Board:

(i) Budget 1985 
The Working Group, established by the Board, met on 8 January 1985
and considered the letter of allocation from the Minister for Health
setting out the budget for 1985 and explored in considerable detail the
different expenditure headings. The Chief Executive Officer undertook
to obtain certain information from the Department of Health in regard to
certain identified areas of expenditure and it is hoped to have
information available on these items for the special meeting of the
Board which will be held on 31 January 1985. '

(ii) Medical Card Guidelines 

The guidelines for the issue of medical cards have been amended with
effect from 1 January 1985. A copy of the revised guidelines has been
circulated to each member. The revision has been in accordance with
the standard practice applied heretofore/

(iii) James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

'At the December meeting of our Board a Committee was appointed to
meet with representatives of the James Connolly Memorial Hospital in
response to their letter dated 10 December 1984 regarding their
budgetary situation and the general question of services provided by
them.

A meeting between representatives of our Board and the James
Connolly Memorial Hospital Board took place at St Mary's Hospital on
Friday, 11 January 1985. Following a full discussion of the present
situation of James Connolly Memorial Hospital, including their future
delivery of services, it was agreed that, prior to any joint approach to
the Minister for Health, a small group of officials from both sides would
meet urgently to prepare a draft submission in the context of the
National Plan. A further meeting of the representatives of our Board
and James Connolly Memorial Hospital Board will be arranged as soon
as possible in the next few weeks to consider and approve of the
submission to be made with the request for a meeting with the Minister
for Hearth.'

(iv) Meeting with Hostel Operators 

'At the November meeting of our Board it was agreed that members
and officials would meet with representatives of the management of
hostels for the homeless to discuss the delivery of services to persons
who may have no established home in the community. At the meeting
which was held on 10 January 1985, a wide ranging discussion took
place regarding bed occupancy, charges, style of service delivered,
types catered for, difficult cases, those who do not want to use hostel
services, progression out of hostels to integrated living, the need for
accommodation for women and children, the need for back-up services
and the need for a review of the type of accommodation available. It
was also agreed that another similar meeting would be arranged in a 
few months' time.'
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(v) Naas Hospital 

'I have circulated to the members a copy of the following memorandum
which has been prepared by Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager,
General Hospital Care outlining the current position regarding the
development of Naas Hospital.

1. The Minister for Health notified the Eastern Health Board on 4 
November 1981 that Naas Hospital will be a general hospital in its own
right and, together with the major hospital to be provided at Tallaght,
will serve South-West County Dublin, the major portion of County
Kildare and West County Wicklow. It was indicated that the services to
be provided will include general medicine, general surgery, geriatric
assessment, intensive care, accident and emergency services, together
with the appropriate range of back-up services such as radiology,
pathology, anaesthetics and out-patient services.

2. Agreement was subsequently reached on the number of beds to be
provided in the developed hospital at Naas and the Department of
Health confirmed in a letter of 27 July 1982 that the developed
hospital would contain 214 beds.

3. A project team, representative of the Department of Health and of the
Eastern Health Board was set up later in 1982 to undertake the detailed
planning required for the developments approved and agreed. The first
task of the Project Team was to draw up a detailed Planning Brief.
Following this, the next stage of planning will require the appointment
of a Design Team (Architect. Engineers and Quantity Surveyor) to work
out the shape of the new development to draw up the detailed plans,
specifications and bill of quantities so that the work may eventually be
put out to tender. This will be a complex and time-consuming process,
extending over a number of years, before any construction work can
commence.

4. The Planning Brief was completed, approved by the Eastern Health
Board, and sent to the Minister for Health for his approval on 11 May
1984. Until such time as that approval is received the Eastern Health
Board is not in a position to undertake the expense of engaging a 
Design Team to proceed with the next stage of the planning.

It was encouraging to note from the Public Capital Programme
published by the Government for 1984, that provision was made for
the planning of both Tallaght and Naas Hospitals. However, the
expected approval for Naas to proceed did not issue in 1984.

5. Approval to the Planning Brief is still awaited and to the engagement of
a Design Team to undertake the second stage of planning. The
situation has been reviewed constantly at meetings of the Eastern
Health Board and the increasing concern of the Board at the delay in
obtaining a favourable response has been conveyed on a number of
occasions to the Department of Health.

6. The National Plan 'Building on Reality' published by the Government,
covering the period 1985 - 1987 states that the programme includes
provision for major developments at a number of acute general
hospitals, including Naas. To date however, there is no indication that
Naas is included in the list of acute general hospital developments
which will be allowed to proceed further in 1985, the first year of the
three-year National Plan.'



7 17/1/1985

6/86

TOWARDS A FULL LIFE' -
GREEN PAPER ON SERVICES FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

It was agreed to defer this item to the February meeting.

7/85

NOMINATION OF MEMBER FOR CO-OPTION TO THE
BOARD OF CHEEVERSTOWN HOUSE LIMITED

It was agreed to defer this item to the February meeting.

8/85

NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY COMMITTEE - FINAL REPORT

It was agreed to defer this item to the February meeting.

9/85
PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES

The reports of the following Visiting Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Columcille's Hospital,
Loughlinstown on 19 October 1984

On a proposal by Mrs Bonar, seconded by Cllr Hand, the report
was noted.

<ii) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Brigid's Home,
Crooksling on 22 October 1984

On a proposal by Mr Finegan, seconded by Cllr Hand, the report
was noted.

(iii) Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Glenside Road,
Wicklow on 25 October 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Carroll, the report
was noted.

(iv) No. 3 Visiting' Committee meeting held in Kilrock House, Howth on 31
October 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

(v) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Patrick's Home, Navan
Road on 2 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Hand, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

(vi) No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Mary's Hospital,
Chapelizod on 12 November 1984

On a proposal by Mrs Bonar, seconded by Mr Finegan, the report
was noted.
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CNr Browne referred to the Committee'* recommendation that
the Board extend the catchment area of St Mary's Hospital to
cater for the area of North Kildare. The members agreed with his
request that a decision on this recommendation should be
deferred for two months.

(vii) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held in Naas General Hospital on 19
November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Browne, the
report was noted.

Cllr Groome referred to the correspondence with the Department
of Health regarding the Development Brief for Naas Hospital
which was submitted to the Department in May 1984, and
suggested that the Department be again informed of our Board's
concern and requested that the project should be allowed to
preeeed to the next stage of planning. The Chairman suggested
that a moating of the Visiting Committee for Naas Hospital might
be arranged at which the members could discuss this matter
further.

(viii) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held regarding Mental Handicap
Services in the Wicklow area on 2 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Belton, the report
was noted.

10/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) Dublin County Local Committee meetings held on 8 November and 6 
December 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the reports
were noted.

(ii) Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 12 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Belton, seconded by Cllr Browne, the report
was noted.

(iii) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 13 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

(iv) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 1 5 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Belton, the report
was noted.

Cllr Groome referred to the view which he had previously
expressed that the Social Workers should be based in different
parts of County Kildare. Mr Donohue, Programme Manager,
Community Care Service, stated that he was continuing to
examine this suggestion with the staff concerned.
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(v) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 16 November 1984

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, sacondad by Mr Flanegan, the report
was noted.

11/85

NOTICES OF MOTION

The Notices of Motion in the name of Cllr J Connolly were, in his absence, not
moved.

12/85

CORRESPONDENCE

The following correspondence, copies of which had been circulated,
was noted:

(1) Statement dated 19 December 1984 on behalf of the Department of
Health regarding revised daily charges for services provided in private
and semi-private accommodation with effect from 1 January 1985.

(2) Statement dated 2 January 1985 on behalf of the Department of
Health regarding the establishment of a National Co-ordinating
Committee on Drug Abuse.

The meeting concluded at 7.1 5 p.m.

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Chairman  
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Special Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 31 January 1985 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Dr J D Behan
Cllr L Belton
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr D Browne
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr Mrs D Clune
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan TD
Mr P Finegan
Ald A Fitzgerald
Cllr M Freehill
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD
Cllr A Groome

Cllr T Hand
Dr M Henry
Cllr P Hickey
Cllr F Hynes
Mr D Kane
Dr P McCarthy
Dr B O'Herlihy
Dr B Powell
Cllr E Stagg
Cllr J Sweeney
Cllr G Timmins TD
Cllr W C Willoughby

APOLOGIES

Mr N Andrews TD, Cllr E Doyle, Dr R Hawkins, Dr D I Keane

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer
Mr T P Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr L Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr M O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer
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issues

On the proposal of the Chairman a vote of sympathy was passed with the wife
and family of John Gahan who had been a member of the Board since 1982.
The Chief Executive Officer on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff joined
with the Chairman in his expression of sympathy. Dr Behan stated that he
wished on behalf of the staff of the psychiatric service, to associate himself
with the expressions of sympathy.

14/88
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS

(i) The Chairman's proposal that the members congratulate Mr Liam Flanagan
on his recent appointment as Secretary of the Department of Health in
succession to Mr Dermot Condon who had retired, was agreed.

(ii) The Chairman referred to recent publicity regarding the death of a patient
from St fta's Hospital in the Mater Hospital and invited the Chief Executive
Officer to make a statement in the matter.

The following statement, which was read by the Chief Executive Officer, wes
noted by the Board:

I refer to the recent publicity in a Sunday newspaper regarding a 
severely handicapped person who had been a patient in St Ita's 
Hospital for the past 17 years. 

The patient, who was transferred from St Ita's to the Mater Hospital on 
30 November, died there on 7 December. 

While no formal complaint had been made to our Board, I arranged for 
an enquiry into the newspaper allegations when these were brought to 
my attention. 

I have now received comprehensive reports from the Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care, Mr Keyes, and our Board's Chief 
Medical Officer, Professor O'Donnell, regarding the allegations. Their 
reports dearly show that the patient was not neglected nor did he 
suffer from malnutrition. In fact, they reflect quite the contrary. The 
comprehensive reports have been forwarded to the Minister for Heahh 
and the Inspector of Mental Hospitals. I have also taken legal advice in 
the matter. 

I regret the fact that so much distress has been caused to patients, their 
relatives and the staff of St Ita's by this publicity. 

All formal complaints made to our Board about the weHbemg of 
patients in our care are fully enquired into. Persons genuinely 
concerned wim the weUbeing of any patient in any psychiatric hospital 
may, if they are dissatisfied with our Board's response, go directly end 
quite separately from our Board to the Inspector of Mental Hospitals or 
the Minister for Health. 

Against this background our patients, their relatives and indeed, our 
staff, particularly those staff directly involved in die care of dtose most 
seriously ill, severely handicapped or disadvantaged, deserve better 
consideration than mat reflected in the recent publicity.' 
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Cllr Groome. Chairman of the No. 3 Visit ing Committee, requested the
permission of the Chairman to make a statement regarding remarks attr ibuted
to him in a Sunday newspaper. He said that he had not made certain
statements wh ich had appeared in the newspaper; that his comments had been
misinterpreted and that i t was not his w ish to convey the impression which one
would form on reading the i tem in the newspaper. Any remarks which he made
regarding the nurses and the staff of St Ita's Hospital were highly
complimentary and he had always regarded nurses as a highly trained
professional body of people.

1 5 / 8 5
ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL
HEALTH EXPENDITURE 1 9 8 5

The fol lowing report no. 3 / 1 9 8 5 f r o m the Chief Executive Officer was
submitted:

'As requested by the Board at our December meeting, the Working Group
which had been established by our Board to consider the Plan 'Building on
Reality 1 9 8 5 / 8 7 ' met to consider our Board's allocation for 1985 and the
enclosed background paper.

The Working Group considered our allocation in light of the Government's
priorities for the health services for the three year period 1 9 8 5 - 8 7 , the services
provided by our Board, and the impact of the reduced allocation on these
services.

In the main, our Board is directly involved in the provision of community care,
psychiatric, geriatric and mental handicap services. In relation to community
care, the Working Group acknowledged the fact that we were, at present,
failing in terms of service provision to keep pace w i th the increase in the
population generally in our area and in particular the dependent population,
mainly the young, the handicapped and the elderly. In this regard the fact that
the population in the Dublin area is believed to be the fastest growing in the
EEC was noted as a very significant factor. It was acknowledged also that, w i th
some exceptions, our services were being provided for the lower income
group. At present we provide community care services for up to 4 0 0 , 0 0 0
persons in our area.

The Working Group considered that our Board's policy for the development of
our psychiatric services now established for a number of years, was in line w i th
Government policy as set out in the report. At present we have 2 5 0 former
patients living in the community in over 30 hostels while over 2 . 0 0 0 patients
are being maintained in their o w n homes through a wide range of community
support services including nursing, day care and workshop facilities.

The Working Group also considered that our policies in the area of mental
handicap were moving along similar lines and in the context of Government
priorities. A base for this service outside the mental hospital (Ballyboden) has
been established and planning for a new unit at Loughlinstown was well under
way. In addition, the new major workshop at the former Plessey factory was
scheduled for full use in June. At present, 5 , 400 patients are being supported
in their homes. Al though Cheeverstown House is in the process of reaching its
ful l potential, there remains a wait ing list of 4 9 4 for whom accommodation is
urgently required.

In our geriatric services we are continuing to develop services designed to
enable elderly persons to remain in their o w n homes for the longest possible
period. These services include day care, day beds. 5-day admissions and the
use of what is known as the 'f loating bed ' .
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In addition, we plan further moves from institutional care to smaller community
based units within local communities. A model 32-bed unit has been agreed
and planned. Several pilot projects designed with a view to enabling additional
long-term and institutionalised patients to return to the community are under
way.

In relation to the services mentioned, the National Plan states: "The
Government proposes to continue the rationalisation of the acute general
hospital services, with the improvement of psychiatric, geriatric and mental
handicap facilities . . . "

Against the background of the basic policy to move to community care, the
impetus given to psychiatric, geriatric and mental handicap services in the Plan
and the need to consider the three-year period as a planning cycle, the Working
Group found itself in a dilemma. How could it propose to the Board a planned
reduction in services considered priorities in the National Plan? In addition,
many of these services have a statutory base and are directed at the most
underprivileged.

The Working Group felt that our efforts at achieving economies, which had
been effective over the past four years, should be continued although it was
generally recognised that a point of diminishing return had been reached in
some areas.

The Working Group acknowledged the unique position of the Eastern Health
Board in all of this. The main thrust of the Plan was to transfer resources from
the hospitals, mainly the acute hospitals, to community based services. As the
large proportion of acute hospitals in our area are not within our Board's
domain we are unable to achieve this.

In other areas (psychiatric, geriatric and mental handicap) we are moving to
community based services as quickly as resources permit. Our community care
service should, in the context of the Government policy, be strengthened to
help the acute hospitals in their efforts.

The Working Group considered the residual options contained in the
background report. In relation to the cuts which the Board was asked to
achieve in the payroll area the Working Group drew attention to the service
implications which could arise.

Following lengthy discussion the Working Group asked the Chief Executive
Officer to explore the other options with the Department of Health before
further consideration by the Board on January 3 1 . The Working Group also
considered that any exploration of the options with the Department should be
against the background of our Board's policy to preserve and maintain services
for those most at risk, particularly medical card holders.

They agreed that the very difficult position which the Working Group found
itself in - a conflict between stated Government policy on health priorities 01
one hand and a reduced allocation on the other - made it impossible to prepare
an 'action plan' in the context of the Department's request.

Following the Working Group's meeting we have had a number of discussions
with officers of the Department of Health as requested and have outlined our
Board's difficulties very fully.

We have not had a formal response as of today's date. However, in light of the
imminent appointment of a new departmental Secretary, it is hoped that a 
response may be received in time for Thursday's meeting.'
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The fol lowing latter dated 31 January 1 8 8 6 , wh ich had been received by
hand f r o m the Department of Heal th , w a a circulated:

'A Chara 
I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to your letter of 14 

January 1985, and subsequent discussions with you and the Finance 
Officer of the Board in regard to the preparation of an action plan 
setting out the measures proposed to contain expenditure within the 
approved a/location level for 1985. 

The Minister appreciates the difficulties involved for the Board, as 
outlined in that letter, in achieving the necessary reductions in 
expenditure in the context of the National Plan. The situation, however, 
is that it will not be possible to increase the Board's allocation for 1985 
except in respect of such pay increases as may be approved in the 
course of the year. 

In the circumstances, it will be necessary for the Board to continue 
with its examination of the various options for securing reductions in 
expenditure. As will be appreciated urgent action is necessary to deal 
with the situation. As regards possible cost saving measures I am to 
state that the Board should disregard the possibility of achieving 
savings arising from changes in the drugs refund scheme and the long-
term illness scheme. Your suggestions in this regard have, however, 
been noted and will be considered. 

As agreed, officers of the Department will be meeting today with the 
Board's Finance Officer to secure clarification of certain aspects of the 
1985 estimates. It is suggested that the discussions with you in regard 
to the situation should be resumed in the coming week in the light of 
decisions taken by the Board at its meeting tonight to cope with the 
budgetary position. We will contact you shortly about the 
arrangements. 

Mise le meas 

A. Boushel' 

Following a lengthy discussion to which the Chairman, Cllrs H a n d , Mrs
Glenn, Stagg, Dr Behan, Dr Henry, Mrs Bonar, Mr Kane, Dr McCarthy ,
Ald Fitzgerald, Dr O'Herlihy, Cllrs Hynes and Browne, Mr  Finegan, Cllrs
Hickey, Durkan and Willoughby, Professor Doyle and Dr Powel l
contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, the
fol lowing motions were proposed by Dr Behan. seconded by Cllr Stagg,
and dealt w i th as fol lows:

'That the Board firstly identify the groups it has a statutory obligation 
to provide for, including the services it provides for the poorer, 
deprived and at risk groups in its area and then cost the provision of 
services to those groups; arid that the Board then determine that as 
policy it will not reduce the level of service provided to this group 
except on the direction of the Minister after he has called an enquiry to 
be held in accordance with Section 38 of the Health Act 1970.' 

The motion was put to a vote and lost, the voting being as fol lows:

FOR: 4. Dr Behan, Cllr Hickey. Mr Kane, Dr McCarthy.
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AGAINST: 18. Cllr Belton Mrs Bonar
C l l r  Browne                       Cllr Carroll
Mrs Clune Prof Doyle
Cllr Durkan Mr Ftnegan
Ald. Fitzgerald Cllr Freehill
Cllr Mrs Glenn Cllr Groome
Dr Henry Cllr Hynes
Dr O'Herlihy Cllr Sweeney
Cllr Timmins Cllr Willoughby

Dr Powell abstained.

(ii) "That the Board decide to adopt the budgetary proposals before it until 
the law agent advises whether it is ultra vires Section 38 of the Health 
Act 1970, to reduce statutory services by £5.3m without first holding 
an enquiry under Section 38 of the Health Act 1970.' 

The motion was lost on a show of hands.

(iii) "That the Board declined to adopt the budgetary proposals before It until 
it has discharged its contractual and common law obligations of 
informing the Boards insurers that it proposes to cut the level of 
services to people for whom it is statutorily obligated to provide and 
that it is possible that as a consequence the Board could be involved in 
litigation by patients for whom it is unable to provide services on an 
adequate level of services.' 

This motion was ruled out of order by the Chairman.

(iv) Noting the lack of any affective role by the health board in co-
ordinating the hospital and community services m the Board's area and 
noting that the Minister allocates funds directly to the general and 
voluntary hospitals through the health board's allocation without these 
hospitals submitting any budgetary proposals to the health board, it Is 
proposed that the Chief Executive Officer ascertain from the law agent 
the legality of the Minister's direct allocation to the general hospitals.' 

On being informed that the Chief Executive Officer had already consulted the
law agent in this matter, Dr Behan agreed that consideration of his motion
should be deferred.

Following further discussion, and in light of tho Department's advice
that no additional funds would be made available to our Board in 1985, it  
was proposed by Cllr Timmins, seconded by Cllr Durkan, and agreed:

(i) that every effort should be made to achieve reductions in costs;

(ii) that discussions between officers of tho Board and officers of the
Department should continue in tho matter of our Board's
finances and the National Plan;

(iii) that the Chief Executive Officer would report on the progress of
these discussions to the Working Party;

(iv) that the Working Party would in turn report to the Board on a 
regular basis;
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(v) that the Working Party, with the advice and assistance of the 
Chief Executive Officer and the Management Team, would co-
operate with the Department of Health with a view to our Board 
continuing to provide, to the maximum extent possible, 
institutional and community care servlces with particular regard 
to the needs of the poor and the underprivileged. 

The meeting concluded at 8.45 pm 

CORRECT: P B Segrave 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 
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16 /86

CONDOLENCES
On tha proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with:

(i) Miss Dolores Kennedy, Assistant Section Officer, Personnel
Department on the death of her father.

(ii) Sr Canice, Matron, St Vincent's Hospital, Athy on the death of her
sister.

17/86
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD
ON 17 JANUARY 1986 AND OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON
31 JANUARY 1985

The minutes, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr
Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hickey.

18/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hand, it was agreed to
answer the questions which had been lodged.

Ald A Fitzgerald 

'That the Chief Executive Officer respond to the following questions relating to
infants or children at risk':

Question

(1) The numbers of such children at present known to the Directors of
Community Care in each of the Community Care Areas and the
equivalent figure for each area two years ago.

Reply

The numbers of suspected or confirmed cases of children at risk on the
lists maintained by the Directors of Community Care under the terms of
the Department of Health guidelines on Non-Accidental Injury to
children as at 31 December 1982, and 31 December 1984 are as
follows:
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Community Care
ATM

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

No. as at
31/12/1982

9

8

20

10

11

4

41

33

19

17

No. as at
31/12/1964

22

13

1

50

20

14

25

3

12

26

Question

(2) Could he detail the difficulties faced by the Community Care Teams
and/or our law agent in obtaining 'Child Care Orders' in the Courts and
could he indicate the number of actions and how many of these
succeeded that have taken place during 1984.

Reply

In general difficulties experienced in obtaining 'Fit Person Orders'
could be summarised under two main headings:

(i) the difficulties on occasions of obtaining sufficient admissable
proofs within the requirements of the Rules of Evidence, and

(ii) the limitations arising from legislation based on as old an Act as
the Childrens' Act 1908.

There were a total of 92 'Fit Person Orders' obtained by the Board in
1984. Applications for 'Fit Person Orders' have been refused in only a 
very small minority of cases - no more than three in the past year.

Question

(3) In a general way can he say whether or not he believes that in instances
of children at risk the Courts have been less than sympathetic to
substantial evidence of ill treatment.

Reply

As a District Justice, or a Circuit Judge an appeal is required to
determine a case on his assessment of the evidence and his
interpretation of the applicable law any imputation of lack of sympathy
on the part of the courts would be inappropriate.



7/2/1985 20

Question

(4) Can the law agent or Chief Executive Officer indicate the legislative
changes that should be initiated to ensure the protection of vulnerable
children in as much detail as possible.

Reply

As indicated at 2 above there are difficulties and limitations due to the
age of the Children Act. It is understood that the Minister proposes to
present later this year a Childrens' Bill to the Oireachtas which is
expected to deal with these and other matters concerning child care.
Submissions have been made to the Department of Health and the Task
Force on Child Care Services by the Board and in a personal capacity by
Mr Denis Greene of Roger Greene & Sons, the Board's Law Agents,
regarding this and other aspects of the Child Care Services.

19/86

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Tha Chief Executive read tha following report, which waa notad by tha
Board:

(1) James Connolly Memorial Hospital - Membership 

'Our Board is represented on the Board of the James Connolly Memorial
Hospital by Cllr M  Carroll, Cllr P Hickey, Cllr T Hand, Mrs D Clune, Mr J 
J Nolan and Mr F J Elliot. The term of office of Mr Nolan and Mr Elliot
expires in March 1985.

In accordance with the usual practice I wish to inform members that
the appointment of two members of the James Connolly Memorial
Hospital Board will be on the agenda for the March meeting of our
Board'.

(2) LoughHnstown Mental Handicap Centre 

'The approval of the Minister for Health has been received to proceed
to Stage 4 of planning i.e. the preparation of the drawings prior to the
tender stage. It is expected that Stage 4 will be completed by the end
of 1985.

(3) Naas Hospital 

'I have circulated to the members a copy of letter dated 15 January
1985 from the Department of Health regarding the Development Brief
for Naas Hospital'.

(4) General Hospital Services in South-East Dublin and East Wicklow 

'I have also circulated to the members a copy of letter dated 7 February
1985 from the Department of Health regarding the establishment of a 
body which would be responsible for the co-ordination of general
hospital services in South-East Dublin and East Wicklow. I have also
enclosed the earlier letter from the Department of Health and the
minutes of our Board's meeting with the Minister in this matter'.
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The appointment of the fo l lowing members of the Co-ordinating Body
was then agreed:

(i) C l l r   M Carroll

(ii) C l l r P H i c k e y

(iii) Dr R Hawkins

(iv) Cllr J Sweeney

(v) Mr K J Hickey

2 0 / 8 5

' T O W A R D S A FULL U F E ' - GREEN PAPER ON SERVICES FOR D ISABLED PEOPLE

The Report of the Board's Committee wh ich had been asked to examine the
Green Paper Towards a Full Life' was discussed. Cllr Freehili, Mrs Clune, Cllr
Hynes, Mrs Bonar and Dr O'Herlihy contr ibuted to the discussion in which
members welcomed the Green Paper and congratulated Cllr Freehili on the
report which the Board's Committee had prepared. It was agreed to forward a 
copy of the Committee's report to the Minister for Health together w i th a copy
of the report on the Physically Disabled wh ich had been prepared by the
Directors of Community Care and Medical Off icers of Health. It was also
agreed:

(a) to seek a meeting w i th the Minister regarding the introduction of a 
training allowance for persons in rehabil i tation training and

(b) to write to each Local Author i ty in the funct ional area of our Board
enquiring about the number of disabled people which they employ.

2 1 / 8 6

N O M I N A T I O N OF MEMBER FOR CO-OPTION TO T H E B O A R D OF
C H E E V E R S T O W N HOUSE L IMITED

The following report No. 1 /1985 w a s submit ted:

Our Board, at its June 1984 meeting, nominated Cllr Mrs A Glenn, TD for co-
option to the Board of Cheeverstown House Ltd.

As advised at the December meeting of our Board Cllr Mrs Glenn has resigned
from the Board of Cheeverstown House L td . The nomination of a member to
replace her is a function of the Board.

The nomination of Cllr T Hand, on a  proposal by Cllr Hynes,  seconded by
Cllr Carroll, was agreed.

2 2 / 8 5

N A T I O N A L Y O U T H POLICY C O M M I T T E E - F INAL REPORT

The following report No 2 / 1 9 8 5 f rom the Chief Executive Officer was
submitted:

A copy of the Final Report of the National Youth Policy Committee has been
circulated to each member of our Board.

The National Youth Policy Committee was formed in September 1983 wi th
detailed terms of reference, including the fo l lowing:
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To prepare for Government consideration recommendations for a National
Youth Policy wh ich wou ld be aimed at assisting all young people to become
self-reliant, responsible and active participants in society.

In particular to make proposals on the improvement of the range and quality of
the services available to disadvantaged young people and effective linkage of
child care, welfare, educational, juvenile justice and health services'.

An outline of the Report and a summary of its principal recommendations is
contained in Chapter 4 (pp. 25 - 36) .

Following a discussion to which M r s  Bonar, Cllr Mrs Glenn and Mrs
Clune contributed, it w a s agreed that a report should be prepared dealing
wi th those ssctions off the Final Report which contained positive
references to the health services, for consideration at a future meeting of
our Board.

2 3 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the fol lowing Visiting Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt wi th as fol lows:

1. No. 1 Visit ing Committee meeting held at Baltinglass District Hospital
23 November 1 9 8 4 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Timmins the report was noted

Community Care Visit ing Committee meeting held in Area 3 (Lord
Edward Street) 1 5 November 1984 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hickay, seconded by Cllr Stagg, the report
was noted.

Following a discussion on the difficulties experienced by the
Community Welfare Officers in the operation of Supplementary
Welfare Allowances Scheme, to  which Ald Fitzgerald, Cllrs
Freehil l ,  Stagg,  Cllr Durkan, Mrs Glenn and Dr McCarthy
contributed and to which Mr Donohue, Programme Manager,
Community Care Service replied, it was proposed by Ald
Fitzgerald, seconded by Cllr Hand and agreed to seek a meeting
with the Minister for Social Welfare to impress on him the need
for immediate attention to our Board's proposals regarding the
making of interim payments by the Department of Social Welfare.

3. No. 3 Visit ing Committee meeting held at Mahytock Limited
Community Workshop, Coolock 28 November 1 9 8 4 .

On a proposal by Cllr Stagg, seconded by Cllr Mrs Glenn, the report
was noted.

The members agreed w i th Cllr Stegg's proposal that the Board should
compliment Mr B Hol lywood, Senior Executiver Officer, St Ita's
Hospital, Portrane and his staff on the manner in which the workshop
had been developed and managed.
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Following a discussion on Kilrock House, Howth, to which Cllrs
Browne, Hynes and Stagg and Mrs Clune contributed, the members
noted that Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care,
would be presenting a report to the Visiting Committee following
receipt of a progress report which is due on 1 April 1985 .

4. No. 2 Visiting Committee meet ing held at Bru Chaoimhin on 29
November 1 9 8 4 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hand , seconded by Mrs Clune, the report
was noted.

5. No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at Newcastle Hospital on 7 
December 1984 .

On a proposal by Cllr T immins , seconded by Dr Hawkins, the
report was noted.

Dr Hawkins requested that the upgrading works which had been
under taken in t h e hosp i ta l should cont inue and tha t
consideration should be given to decorating An Lar, the Day
Centre for the Bray area.

6. Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Area 4. (Taltaght)
20 December 1984 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hand , seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

7. No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting held at St Loman's Hospital.
Palmersiown on 7 January 1 9 8 5 .

On a proposal by Cllr Stagg, seconded by Cllr Belton, the report
was noted.

Cllr Stagg referred to the Psychiatric Services for M i d and South
Kildare provided by the South Eastern Health Board from St
Dymphna's Hospital in Car low and enquired as to the outcome of
the discussions wi th Officers of the South Eastern Health Board.
Mr Keyes, Programme Manager , Special Hospital Care stated
that these discussions were continuing.

2 4 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt wi th as fol lows:

1. Dublin County Local Committee meeting held 3 January 1985 .

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll , seconded by Cllr Connolly, the
report was noted.

2. Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held 8 January 1985 .

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins , seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.
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26/86

NOTICES OF MOTION

Dublin City Local Committee meeting held 21 January 1985

On a proposal by C l l r Hynes, seconded by Cllr Carroll, the report was noted

Cllr Browne referred to the nomination of two members of the
Commlttee to the Ethics Commlttee of the Institute of Clinical
Pharmacology.

Following a discussion to which Cllr Stagg and Dr Powell
contributed, it was agreed that the power of a local commlttee to
nominate members to other agencies should be examined.

(i) The following motion was proposed by Cllr J Connolly:

'That a Health Centre be provided in Walkinstown area'

The motion was seconded by Cllr Carroll and referred to the Programme
Manager. Community Care Service, for examination.

(ii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Connolly, seconded by Cllr
Carroll and agreed:

That the Dublin County Council be requested to designate licenced
trading areas under the Casual Trading Act 1980'.

(iii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Connolly, seconded by Cllr
Carroll and agreed:

'That the annual grant of £500 be paid to the Walkinstown Association
for the Handicapped'.

Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, informed the
members that the annual grant had been paid.

The meeting concluded at 8 pm.

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman  
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26/85
C O N F I R M A T I O N O F M I N U T E S O F MONTHLY M E E T I N G
HELD ON 7 FEBRUARY 1 9 8 5

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 1 9 8 5 , having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes.

2 7 / 8 5

C H I E F EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Mr T Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, read the fol lowing report
w h i c h was  noted by the Board:

1. Programme Committees 

'I have had a number of discussions wi th the Chairman regarding
opportunities generally for the improvement of the work undertaken by
our Visiting Committees.

In recent years members have made several complaints regarding the
structuring of agendae, reporting and the processing of minutes of
meetings. It is envisaged under the revised arrangements that the
appropriate Programme Manager would assume direct responsibility
for these matters.

A draft of new arrangements, which has been prepared in consultation
wi th our Chairman, has been circulated for consideration by the Board.'

Programme Committees 

(i) It is recommended that consideration be given to the establishment of
three programme committees in the interest of expanding generally the
scope of the work previously undertaken by our f ive visiting
committees.

(ii) Membership of each committee shall be appointed by the Board.

(iii) In accordance wi th the Board's Standing Order No. 6 3 , the Chairman
of the Board is, ex officio, a member of every committee and sub-
committee of the Board.

(iv) Each member of the Board will be notified of, and wil l be entit led to
attend, meetings of committees of which he is not a member.

(v) Each committee shall elect its own chairman annually and shall meet
generally on a monthly basis.

(vi) Four members of each committee should retire, by rotat ion, each year
and be appointed to a different committee.

(vii) Functions 

(a) Each committee shail arrange for the visiting and inspection by its
members of institutions, health centres and other hearth facilities
with in its care programme and report to the Board thereon.

(b) Each committee shall consider and advise on such business
appropriate to its programme as may be referred to it by the Board
or by the Chief Executive Officer.
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Following a discussion to which Ald Fitzgerald, Dr Hawkins, Mr
Kane, Dr Hynes, Dr McCarthy and Dr Browne contributed I t
was proposed by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Browne, and
agreed to adopt the proposal regarding the establlshment of a 
Community Care Committee, a General Hospital Committee and
a Special Hospital Committee.

2. The Psychiatric Services - Planning for the Future 

The Report of a Study Group relating to the future of the Psychiatric
Services has just been published. A copy will be circulated to each
member and the Report will be on the agenda for a future meeting of
our Board.

3. Budget 1985 

At the special meeting of our Board held on 31 January 1985 to
consider the allocation made by the Department of Health for the
current year, it was agreed that further discussions should take place
between officers of our Board and the Department. Discussions have
been continuing and a meeting between officers of the Board and
officers of the Department has been arranged for 11 March 1985.

4. James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

'A number of meetings have been held at management level between
officers of our Board and officers of James Connolly Memorial Hospital
following the reception by the Board of a deputation from that hospital
regarding their budget for 1985.

Considerable progress has been made in these discussions and it is
expected that a formal meeting between the Health Board and the
hospital will be held later this month.'

5. Nomination of two members of the Dublin City Local Committee to the 
Ethics Committee of the Institute of Clinical Pharmacology 

'At the February meeting of our Board members considered the
minutes of the Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 21
January 1985 which nominated two persons to the Ethics Committee
of the Institute of Clinical Pharmacology.
The Board requested legal advice on the matter.

I have consulted with the Board's Law Agent who advises that it is a 
metter for the Board to consider the recommendation from the Local
Committee and to make a decision in the matter.'

Following a discussion to which Cllr Mrs Glenn, Cllr Browne,
Prof Doyle and Dr Henry contributed, it was decided that the
Board should not agree to the nomination of two members of the
Dublin City Local Committee to the Ethics Committee of the
Institute of Clinical Pharmacology.

6. Ombudsman 

'With effect from 1 April 1985, the remit of the Ombudsman under the
1980 Act has been extended to include health boards.

It is expected that, prior to that date, formal notification will issue from
the Department of Health.'

7. Craftsmen's Dispute 

'We have received notice from the group of unions representing
craftsmen in the Board's employment, that a national dispute regarding
their pay will take place on 19 March 1985. '
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8. I wish to introduce to the members Mr Michael Walsh who has taken up
duty as General Administrator in the Special Hospital Care Programme.'

Cllr Hickey, on behalf of the members,  we lcomed Mr  Walsh to
the Eastern Health Board.

2 8 / 8 5

A P P O I N T M E N T OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE J A M E S CONNOLLY
M E M O R I A L HOSPITAL BOARD

The following report No 4 / 1 9 8 5 was submitted:

Article 5 of the James Connolly Memorial Hospital Board (Establishment) Order
1971 (Amendment) Order 1977 , provides for the appointment by our Board of
six members of the Hospital Board. The six members so appointed may include
not more than two officers of our Board or of any hospital board to which our
Board is entitled to nominate or appoint members.

Our Board is represented on the Board of the James Connolly Memorial
Hospital by Cllrs M Carroll, P Hickey. T Hand, Mrs D Clune. Mr J J Nolan and Mr
F J Elliot.

As I advised the Board at our February meeting the term of off ice of Mr Nolan
and Mr Elliot expires in March 1985 .

The appointment of persons to be members of another body is a function of the
Board.

At the request of the Chairman, tha Secretary read the following letter
dated 7 March 1985 f rom the Department of Health:

I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to the discussions regarding 
the re-appointment of members of the James Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardsto wn. 

I am to say that the Minister is, at present, considering proposals for the 
restructuring of the Hospital Board to take account of its present and future role 
as one of the designated major General Hospitals in the Dublin area. The 
Minister would hope to be in a position to circulate his proposals to all the 
interests involved in the very near future.' 

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it w a s agreed to re-
appoint Mr J J Nolan and Mr F J Elliot as members of the James
Connolly Memorial Hospital Board.

29/85
T E M P O R A R Y BORROWING

The following report No. 5 /1985 was submitted:

At meeting held on 13 December 1984 , the Board consented to the temporary
borrowing by way of overdraft up to an overall l imit of £ 1 . 5 mill ion during the
quarter ending on 31 March 1985 .

As similar overdraft accommodation may be required during the June quarter
1985 . I request that the Board consents to the borrowing by way of overdraft
during the three months to 30 June 1985 to a maximum of £1 .5 million.
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On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hickey, it w a s agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the report.

3 0 / 8 6

N A T I O N A L Y O U T H POLICY C O M M I T T E E - FINAL REPORT

I t w a s agreed to postpone consideration of this i tem to the Apr i l  meeting of our
Board.

3 1 / 8 5

P R O C E E D I N G S OF V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E S

T h e reports of the following Visiting Committee meet ings, hsving been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

1. Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Area 6 (St
Brendan's Hospital) on 31 January 1 9 8 5 .
On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by M r s Clune, the report
was noted.

2. Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Area 7 (North
Strand Health Centre) on 21 February 1 9 8 5
On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by M r s Clune, the report
was noted.

Following a discussion to which Cllr Hynes, Cllr Hickey, Mr Kane,
Prof Doyle, Dr McCarthy, Cllr Mrs Glenn, Cllr Connolly, Mr
Finegen, Dr O'Herlihy and Cllr Hand contr ibuted, and to which Mr
Keyes and Mr Donohue replied, the members urged the
implementation of the recommendat ions of the Special
Committee on Ballymun and noted that a meet ing of  that
Committee was being arranged.

Dr O'Herlihy's request for a report on the development of
community physiotherapy services was noted.

Professor Doyle stated that representatives of the Beaumont
Hospital Board would be will ing to meet w i th representatives of
the Community Care Team.

3. No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Columcil le's Hospital on
21 February 1985
On a proposal by Mr Kane, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

Cllr Hickey referred to the nominat ion of persons for
appointment by the Minister for Health as members of the Co-
ordinating Body for General Hospital Services in South-Eest
Dublin end East Wicklow.

Following a discussion to which Cllr Hickey, Mr Kane, Cllr
Browne end Dr McCarthy contributed, Cllr Hickey stated that he
would withdrew his neme f rom those nominated for appointment
to facilitate the nomination of one of the consultants in St
Columcille's Hospital.

4. No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Ita's Hospital, Portrane on
27 February 1985
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On a proposal by Cllr T immins,  seconded by Cllr Groome, the
report was noted.

Statement dated 6 March 1 9 8 5  from the Chief Executive Officer
regarding Gregory Keane deceased, together wi th letter dated 5 
March 1 9 8 5 , f rom the Secretary, Department off Health regarding
the enquiry into allegations surrounding the death of Gregory
Keane, copies of which were circulated at the meeting, were
noted.

3 2 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the fol lowing Local Commi t tee  meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as fol lows:

1. Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 1 7 January 1985
On a proposal by Cllr Groome,  seconded by Cllr  Connolly, the
report was noted.

2. Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 25 January 1985
On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Mr Kane, the report
was noted.

3. Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 14 February 1985
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll ,  seconded by Cllr Connolly, the report was noted.

Cllr Hickey referred to a motion w h i c h had been agreed regarding
guidelines for the edmmiatratioti of private nursing homes and
homes for the elderly and requested a report for a future meeting
of the Boerd.

3 3 / 8 5

N O T I C E S OF M O T I O N

1. The following motion was proposed by Cllr L Belton: 

To ask the Board if it wi l l investigate the present state of telephone
facilities at the Ballymun Health Centre bearing in mind that this area
has been designated as the most under-privileged area in the country. '

The motion was seconded by Cllr Mrs Glenn and referred to the
Programme Manager, Community Care Services, for examination.

2. The following motion was proposed by Cllr L Belton: 

To ask the Board to consider the appointment of a 'Medical Card
Officer' for one morning per week at the Ballymun Health Centre to
cope wi th the processing of medical cards as great hardship exists due
to frequent changes of addresses, births, e t c '

The motion was seconded by Cllr Mrs Glenn and referred to the
Programme Manager, Community Care Services, for examination.
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The meeting concluded at 8.00 pm

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Chairman
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 EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 4 April 1985 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Cllr L Belton
Cllr D Browne
Mrs D Clune
Cllr B J Durkan TD
Ald A Fitzgerald
Dr R Hawkins
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane
Cllr J Sweeney

APOLOGIES

Cllr J Connolly. Cllr T Hand

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat

Mrs B Bonar
Dr P McCarthy
Prof J S Doyle
Mr P Finegan
Cllr A Groome
Dr M Henry
Cllr P Hickey
Mr D Kane
Cllr E Stagg
Cllr G Timmins
Cllr W Willoughby
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34/86

CONDOLENCES
On the  proposal of the Chairman a vote of sympathy was passed with the
relatives of the Rev Phelim McCabe, Chaplain, St Clare's Home.

35/85

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 7 MARCH 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on the 7 March 1985, having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, subject
to the substitution of 'physiotherapy, for 'psychiatric' in Item 31/85 (2).

36/85

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT
Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, read the following report
which was noted by the Board:

(1) Board Meetings, May and June 1985 

'Last year our May Board meeting was held in St Vincent's Hospital,
Athy, Co Kildare and the June meeting was held in St Colman's
Hospital, Rathdrum, Co Wicklow. It may be the members' wish to
continue with this arrangement. If so, perhaps the May meeting could
be held in Rathdrum and the June meeting in Athy.'

(2) Nursing Home Complaint 

'At the March meeting of our Board it was agreed that a Report would
be submitted to the Board regarding conditions in a Nursing Home
about which a document was handed in by Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald at the
February meeting of the Dublin County Local Committee. This matter
has been  fully investigated by the Director of Community Care and his
staff and a Report has been made on the conditions in the Nursing
Home referred to. This report indicates that conditions in this Nursing
Home were found to be satisfactory. The detailed report will be made
available to members on request.'

(3) James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

The Working Group is at present finalising a draft Report to be
circulated to the representatives of the hospital and the Health Board
who met here on 11 January 1985. A further such meeting will be held
later this month.'

(4) Request for meeting with Minister for Social We/fare 

'We have received a letter from the Department of Social Welfare in
response to our Board's request for a meeting with the Minister
regarding  interim payments of Supplementary Welfare Allowance
regretting that, due to other committments, it is not possible for the
Minister to meet our Board at this time.

As an alternative, they state that it would be possible for a meeting to
be arranged with the Department Officials concerned with this matter.

If the members agree a meeting could be arranged for the members of
our Board who have already met the Commission on Social Welfare -
Cllr J Sweeney, Chairman, Prof J McCormick, Dr J D Behan, Mrs B 
Bonar, Cllr F Hynes, Cllr A Groome, Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD, Mrs D Clune.

On the suggestion of Cllr Hickey it was agreed that this matter should
appear as an Agenda item for the May meeting of our Board.
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37/85

NATIONAL YOUTH POLICY COMMITTEE - FINAL REPORT

The following Report No. 6785 was submitted:

Terms of Reference 
In general, the Committee was required to prepare recommendations for a 
National Youth Policy for the Government's consideration. In particular, they
were requested, inter alia, to make proposals on the improvement of the range
and quality of the services available to disadvantaged young people and
effective linkage of child care, welfare, educational, juvenile justice and health
services. (2.1.4)

Co-ordination proposals 

A National Youth Service to be responsible for ensuring provision of mainline
youth services and special services is suggested. In noting that the Minister for
Health has ultimate responsibility for child care and other welfare services
affecting young people, as have the Ministers for Education, for Justice and for
Labour in their respective areas, the Committee recommends that legislation
should provide that co-ordination of the services for young people should take
place by regular meetings of the Ministers concerned and their officials as
determined by the Minister for Education or otherwise by the government.
(12.32)

Legislation is also called for to ensure co-ordination at local level. Local
Committees of the Youth Service are proposed and it is suggested that co-
ordination might be achieved by an exchange of representation between a local
committee and other relevant bodies, such as health boards and Vocational
Educational Committees. (12.33)

Homeless Youth 

The Committee recommend:

(i) the placing of specific statutory duty on either health boards or local
authorities to provide residential facilities for young people

(ii) that this accommodation be supportive, including the assistance of a 
social worker

(iii) that there should be drop-in advice centres for the transient homeless
combined with community youth work

(iv) that the Ministers concerned work out arrangements whereby the
Minister for Social Welfare would direct health boards to pay
Supplementary Welfare Allowances to young homeless persons on need
being established by a responsible social worker. (13.3.11)

Young Travellers 
The Committee endorses the recommendations of the Review Body for
Travelling People, relevant to young travellers, that

(i) health boards should ensure that travellers, particularly mothers and
children receive the health services they need

(ii) travellers with large families living in caravans be informed of the health
hazards of such accommodation

(iii) information be collected on the health status of travellers, particularly
on infant and child deaths (13.4.11)
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The Committee supports the following principles asserted by the
Review Body,

(a) the entitlememt of travellers to the level of health care enjoyed by the
population generally

(b) emphasis on the health of mothers and children

(c) positive discrimination towards travellers by health boards (13.4.11)

The Committee also supports the Review Body's recommendations
regarding:

(1) more social workers especially for travelling families with special
problems, including alcohol

(2) opportunities for young travellers to train as social and community
workers to work with their own people. (13 .4 .1 2)

Disabled Youth 

The Committee acknowledges the wide range of issues covered in the Green
Paper on the Disabled. The Committee recommends to the Minister for Health
the case for sufficient accommodation for severely mentally handicapped
young persons. (13.5 .13)

Substance Abuse 

The Committee strongly supports measures on treatment facilities announced
by the Government including beds at St James's Hospital, a purpose-built
facility at Jervie Street after the move to Beaumont, the development of a 
therapeutic regime suited to the needs of persons from deprived backgrounds
and urgent consultations to provide a suitable facility for boys and girls in the
12 to 16 age group. (13.6.8) . They recommend the establishment of
treatment centres in localities of high abuse.(13.6).

The Committee endorses the proposed introduction of life skills programmes in
schools, both for drugs education and for general personal development.
(13 .6 .18) .

The Committee recommends that programmes be devised with the asssistance
of the Health Education Bureau and the Irish National Council on Alcoholism,
together with representatives of youth and other interests, to combat the
dangers of alcohol abuse. (13.6.23) .

Observations . 

Many of the Report's recommendations, in relation to services for youth in
which this Board has a function, underline the special needs of disadvantaged
young persons. This point is referred to in the sections on the homeless,
travellers and the disabled; it is inherent in the health education
recommendations also.

The trust of these arguments points to a call for discrimination in favour of the
named categories and this would have implications for the deployment of the
Board's resources. The extent to which new central funding might be
comtemplated towards advancing the Committee's recommendations on these
services would be of vital interest to the Board.

This is particularly the case concerning certain of the areas covered by the
Committee's Report which are not yet functions of the Board but which may
become so under the forthcoming Childrens Bill.
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Members of the Board wil l be conscious of the effects of cost-cutt ing on
services in the current year. Any proposals to introduce new services or to re-
d raw priorities in the absence of new resources wi l l have to be considered in
the context of curtailments elsewhere.

Following a discussion to which Prof Doyle and M r s Bonar
contributed,the report was noted.

3 8 / 8 5

' T H E P S Y C H I A T R I C SERVICES - PLANNING FOR T H E F U T U R E '
(REPORT OF S T U D Y GROUP)

It was agreed to refer the Report to the Special Hospital Committee for
discussion and report back to the Board.

3 9 / 8 5

C O - O R D I N A T I N G BODY FOR GENERAL HOSPITAL SERVICES S O U T H -EAST DUBLIN

A N D EAST W I C K L O W

The fol lowing Report 7/85 was submitted:

At the February meeting of our Board, fo l lowing consideration of letter dated 7 
February 1 9 8 5 f rom the Department of Health regarding the establishment of a 
body which would be responsible for the co-ordination of the services provided
by the three general hospitals in the South-East Dublin and East County
Wick low area, the fol lowing were appointed to be members of the proposed
Co-ordinating Body:

Clir M Carroll
Cllr P Hickey
Dr R Hawkins

Cllr J Sweeney
Mr K J Hickey

At the March of our Board Cllr P Hickey informed the members that he was
prepared to wi thdraw his name so that a Consultant f rom St Columcille's
Hospital could be appointed to fill one of our Board's f ive places on the Co-
ordinating Body.

Following consultation wi th the staff concerned Mr Declan Magee, Consultant
Surgeon, is recommended for appointment as one of our Board's
representatives on the Co-ordinating Body.

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Dr Hawkins , it was agreed to
adopt the Report.

4 0 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E

On the suggestion of the Chairman it was agreed to take the Report of the
Visit ing Committee meeting held in Naas Hospital on 12 March and the
Committee's recommendation regarding a deputation to the Minister for Health
simultaneously w i th the motion which had been tabled by Dr P McCarthy.

The fol lowing motion was then proposed by Dr P McCarthy, seconded by Cllr
Groome, and agreed:
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That this Board requests an urgent meeting with the Minister for Health to
discuss solely: The Development of Naas Hospital.'

41/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The Reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

1. Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 12 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Willoughby, seconded by Mrs Bonar the
report was noted.

2. Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 14 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

3 . Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 14 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Cllr Durkan, the
report was noted.

4. Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 25 March 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Timmins, the report
was noted.

42785

NOTICE OF MOTION

The following motion was proposed by Cllr A Fitzgerald and seconded by
Cllr E Stagg:
That in relation to a new water main at present being laid at Harold's Cross
Cottages, Dublin 6, that the Housing Repair Scheme (funded by the
Department of Environment and administered by the Eastern Health Board) be
used to install new plumbing for the following cottages occupied by the elderly,
9, 1 1 , 36. 43. 44, 46, 47. 48. 49 & 50. Harold's Cross Cottages, Dublin 6,
(these have already been subsidised at £50 per cottage, the connection fee due
to Dublin Corporation).'

Following a discussion to which Ald Fitzgerald and Cllr Stagg
contributed, Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Service, stated that all possible assistance would be given to elderly
people in the Harold's Cross area who were experiencing difficulty in
meeting the cost of installation of necessary plumbing in their homes.
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43/85

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm.

CORRECT: K J Hickey

Deputy Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum, Co Wicklow
on Thursday 2 May 19 8 5 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Cllr L Belton
Cllr D Browne
Dr P McCarthy
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr M Freehill
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr F Hynes
Cllr J Sweeney
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Cllr E Doyle. Cl!r P Hickey. PC.

Prof J McCormick Cllr E Stagg

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

Mrs B Bonar
Cllr M Carroll
Mrs D Clune
Mr P Finegan
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD
Cllr T Hand
Dr B O'Herlihy
Dr D I Keane
Cllr G Timmins TD

OFFICERS IN A TTEN DANCE 

Mr T P Keyes. Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care

Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager. x»ar ia l Hospital Care

Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care

Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medica! Officer of Health

Mr J F Reynolds. Finance Officer

Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Office-

Mr G Brennan. Technical Services Officer

Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer

Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer. Secretariat
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44/85

CONDOLENCE

On the proposal by the Chairman, a vote of sympathy was passed with Dr
Brendan Pigott, Chief Dental Officer, on the death of his brother.

45/85

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
HELD ON 4 APRIL 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 Aprii 1985, having been circulated, were
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Belton, seconded by Cllr Hynes.

46/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Mrs Bonar, it was agreed to answer
the questions which had been lodged.

Question

Cllr M Freehill 

'Would the Chief Executive Officer please inform me of the cost of taxis to the
Board  for years 1983 and 1984 (separately) to ferry nurses from St Brendan's
to Vergemount and any other hospitals where staff are requested to cover
other than the hospital to which they are appointed. Also the amount of
overtime paid to psychiatric nurses in St Loman's. St Ita's. St Brendan's and
Vergemount for years 1983 and 1984.

Reply

The cost of taxis in repect of the transport of staff from St Brendan's Hospital
to residential psychiatric accommodation serviced by the hospital was as
follows:

1983 £14,250
1984 - £16,650

The centres involved are Vergemount Psychiatric Unit, Mount Pleasant Hostt',
Cherry Orchard and Weir Home. This arrangement is linked to the overall policy
of decentralising staff from St Brendan's Hospital. Staff were offered either one
hour's travelling time or transportation from St Brendan's. As part of the
budgetary reductions in the current year, staff representatives have been asked
to agree to the termination of these arrangements.

The amount of overtime paid to psychiatric nurses is set out hereunder:

St Loman's Hospital
St Ita's Hospital
St Brendan's & Vergemount
Hospitals

1983
£
Nil

186,936
257,162

1984
£

Nil
193,012
265,520
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The overt ime in respect of St Ita's and St Brendan's arises f rom an arrangement
made in 1 9 7 2 when hours generally were being reduced f rom 4 2 % hour week
to a 40 hour week.

At the t ime i t was decided that i t wou ld be cheaper to incorporate an overt ime
element into the roster rather than employ extra staff .

This arrangement is currently being reviewed w i th staff representatives in the
context of budgetary reductions.

Question

Mrs B Bonar 

(a) 'To ask the Chief Executive Officer wha t lines of communicat ion exist
between the Health Education Bureau and the Eastern Health Board. '

(b) To give details of education programme for schools being formulated by
the Health Education Bureau and the personnel involved. '

(c) To state what input, i f any, the Eastern Health Board is having into the
content of such programmes.'

Reply

(a) The main lines of communication w i t h the Bureau are:
centrally between the off ice of the Programme Manager, Community Care
and Bureau personnel involved in jo int funding projects and national
programmes;
locally between Community Care area staff, principally the Health
Education Coordinators, and the information/materials sources in the
Bureau.

(b) There is a project involving the Department of Education and the Bureau
to develop a life skills programme for schools. Our Board is not directly
involved. The enquiry is being referred to the Bureau for further
informat ion.

(c) Our Board provides its own schools health education programmes at the
request of school principals. These programmes are formulated by the
Health Education Coordinators and members of the communi ty care
teams under the control of the Directors of Community Care. The content
of these programmes features in reviews of projects w i th the Health
Education Bureau.

We are also examining w i th officers of the Department of Education ways
and means of facil it iating teachers in the delivery of life skills programmes
in primary schools.

4 7 / 8 5

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, read the fol lowing report wh ich
was noted by the Board:

1. Budget 1985 

'A meeting of the Working Group established to examine the budget for
1 9 8 5 has been arranged for Tuesday 14 May 1985 at 2 . 30 pm.
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2. Association of Health Boards in Ire/and -
Annual Conference 

T h e Association of Health Boards in Ireland, in association w i th the
Institute of Public Administrat ion, is holding a conference on services
for the elderly in Oungloe. County Donegal, on 15 , 16 & 17 May 1 9 8 5 .

Members who wish to attend the conference should give their names
to Mr O'Connor. '

3. Official Openings 

'Arrangements have been made to officially open the fol lowing health
centres during May:

24 May 1 9 8 5 Shillelagh & Knockananna

31 May 1985 Roselawn, Blanchardstown'

4. Meetings of the General Hospital Committee 

'A meeting of the General Hospital Committee has been arranged for St

Clare's Home, Ballymun on Tuesday 14 May 1 9 8 5 at 11 .00 am.

The meeting scheduled for Clonskeagh Hospital for 16 May 1 9 8 5 has
been re-arranged for Thursday, 30 May 1 9 8 5 at 1 1 . 0 0 a m . '

5. Eastern Regional Development Organisation -
Eastern Regional Settlement Strategy 2011 

'The report just issued by the Eastern Regional Development
Organisation on Regional Settlement Strategy envisages significant
population expansion to the year 2 0 1 1 in the Eastern region. This
includes Dublin City and County, Dun Laoghaire and Counties Wicklow
and Kildare.

As this is likely to have significant implications for the Eastern Health
Board the General Hospital Committee decided to recommend to the
next meeting of the Board that arrangements be made at Board level for
a meeting wi th in the next month or so w i th representatives f rom the
Eastern Regional Development Organisation for the purpose of
elaborating on the report and its implications for our Board. '

4 8 / 8 5

REQUEST FOR M E E T I N G W I T H MIN ISTER FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

Following discussion on letter dated 1 April 1 9 8 5 f rom the Department of
Social Welfare in which is was stated that the Minister regretted that , due to
other commitments, it was not possible for him to meet our Board at this t ime
and that , as an alternative, it would be possible for a meeting to be arranged
wi th the Department Officials concerned w i th the matter of interim payments
of Supplementary Welfare Allowance, i t was agreed to repeat our Board's
request for a meeting w i th the Minister for Social Welfare.

4 9 / 8 5

A P P L I C A T I O N BY DR F X F L A N A G A N , M A I N STREET, CLANE, CO KILDARE
TO T A K E ON AN A S S I S T A N T W I T H A VIEW TO PARTNERSHIP

The fol lowing report No. 8 / 1 9 8 5 was submitted.

Application by Dr F X Flanagan, Main Street, Clane. Co. Kildare for permission
to take on an assistant w i th a v iew to partnership.
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Dr F X Flanagan, Main Street, Clane, Co Kildare is part icipating in the Board's
General Practitioner Service. He has a large l ist of eligible persons and his
pract ice premises are:

1. Main Street, Clane

2. Health Centre. Coill Dubh

3. Health Centre. Kilmeague.

In his letter of the 18 February 1985 he expressed a w ish to take on an
assistant w i th a view to partnership.

In accordance with paragraph 21 of the circular letter 8 /75 dated 9 Apri l 1 9 7 5
issued by the Department of Health, the Irish Medical Organisation were asked
for their observations on Dr Flanagan's request. The Medical Organisation have
stated that they have no objection to Dr Flanagan's proposal.

I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Dr Flanagan's
application for an assistant w i t h a view to partnership be granted.

The doctor wil l be selected either f rom the exist ing National Panel of
Assistants/Partners or by interview fol lowing public advert isement.

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, seconded by Dr Keane, it w a s agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the report.

5 0 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS O F V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the fol lowing Visiting Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt w i th as fo l lows:

1. Community Care Visit ing Committee Meeting held in Area 8 (Coolock),
on 21 March 1 9 8 5

On a proposal by Mrs Clune, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report
was noted.

2. No. 3 Visiting Committee Meeting held in Cherry Orchard Hospital on
27 March 1 9 8 5

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Dr Keane, the report
was noted.

Prof Doyle referred to the Working Group established by the Minister
for Health on the Organisation of In-patient Facilities for Communicable
Diseases and emphasised the importance of arranging for the
appointment of a Consultant in Infectious Diseases. He was supported
in this by Cllr Mrs Glenn.

Dr Hawkins noted the increasing incidence of whooping cough and
suggested that there should be an active campaign to highlight the
need for vaccination against this condit ion.

5 1 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the fol lowing Local Committee Meetings, having been
circulated, were cealt w i th as fo l lows:
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1. Dublin County Local Committee Meet ing held on 11 April 1 9 8 5

On a proposal by Cllr Hand ,  seconded by Cllr Carroll , the report
was noted.

Cllr Freehill referred to the Green Paper on 'Services for Disabled
People.' Her suggestion that the Board's Committee which had
examined the Green Paper should meet again to review progress was
agreed.

2. Wick low Local Committee Meeting held on 22 March 1 9 8 5 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, s e c o n d e d  by Cllr  T immins, the report
was noted.

5 2 / 8 5

N O T I C E S O F M O T I O N

1. Cllr E Stagg. who was unable to at tend the meet ing, had requested that
his motion regarding Geraldstown House, Ballymun should be on the
agenda for the June meeting of the Board.

2. The fol lowing motion was proposed by Cllr M Freehill 'Conscious of the
increasing amount of lawlessness in our schools which is of ten an
expression of children's distress and in many cases leads to violence
and law breaking at a later stage in their l i fe, this Board requests all
Directors of Commmunity Care to initiate contact w i th National School
Principals in their area w i th a view to offering a team back-up support
service for the children and, as appropriate, their famil ies.'

The motion was seconded by Cllr Mrs Glenn and fol lowing a discussion
to which Cllrs Freehill, Mrs Glenn, Mrs Bonar and Dr O'Herlihy
contributed and to which Mr Donohue. Programme Manager,
Community Care Service replied, it was agreed that the terms of the
motion should be discussed in detail at a meeting of the Community
Care Committee to be held later in the month .

3. The motion tabled by Cllr M Freehill regarding the South Inner City
Development Association was w i thdrawn.

4. The fol lowing motion was proposed by Cllr M Freehill:
'That Supplementary Welfare Allowances/Fuel Scheme outstanding
appeals for Community Care Area 2 be dealt w i t h immediately and that
the problem of inequality of Supplementary Welfare Al lowance
decisions in this area be urgently resolved. '

The motion was seconded by Cllr Hynes and, fo l lowing a discussion to
which Cllrs  Freehill and Hynes contr ibuted, and to wh ich Mr  Donohue,
Programme Manager, Community Care Service replied, it as agreed
that Cllr Freehiil should have further discussions w i th the Programme
Manager regarding the outstanding appeals.

5 3 / 8 5

CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.
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54/85

OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr Mrs Glenn requested a report for a future meeting of the Board dealing with
the adverse aspects of some contraceptive pills.

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD
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held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
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PRESENT

Cllr L Belton Mrs B Bonar
Cllr D Browne Cllr M Carroll
Dr P McCarthy Mrs D Clune
Cllr B J Durkan TD Cllr M Freehill
Cllr A Groome Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr P Hickey Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane Cllr J Sweeney
Cllr W Willoughby

APOLOGIES

Mr N Andrews TD, Prof J S Doyle, Cllr T Hand

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat
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56/85

E A S T E R N REGION SETTLEMENT STRATEGY 2 0 1 1

The meeting had been arranged to consider the Report of the Eastern Regional
Development Organisation entitled 'Eastern Region Settlement Strategy 2 0 1 1 '

The Chairman welcomed Mr C Gorman, Chief Officer, Eastern Regional
Development Organisation and Mr L O'Reilly, Team Leader of the Study Team
which had been commissioned to undertake the preparation of the Settlement
Strategy for the Eastern Region to the year 2 0 1 1 . Mr Gorman and Mr O'Reilly
had been invited to attend the meeting to make a presentation to the members
on the methodology used in the preparation of the Report and on the principal
issues raised and conclusions reached in the Report.

The Study Team's terms of reference were as fo l lows :-
'The proposed study will concentrate on the spatial elements of a Regional
Strategy. It wi l l seek to identify the particular locations wi th in the Eastern
Region at which future population growth wil l be accommodated leaving more
detailed planning, within identified locations, to be considered by the Planning
Authorit ies in the preparation of their statutory development plans.'

The profound relevance of the Report to the future development of the Eastern
Region was highlighted in a section of the resolution which was unanimously
adopted at a meeting of the Board of the Eastern Regional Development
Organisation held on 1 March 1985 as fol lows:-

*ln deciding to accept and publish this Report the Board is conscious of the
major significance of the recommendations contained in it for the development
of the Eastern  Region during the period extending to the year 2 0 1 1 . Of
particular importance in this regard is the role the Report can play in providing a 
framework within which the local authorities, other private/public agencies and
individuals can formulate their short and longer term plans, programmes and
investment decisions. It wi l l also constitute a valuable statement of the
needs/demands of the Eastern Region for appropriate allocations of capital
funding at national level, particularly for infrastructural services. Wri t ten
reactions from public/private agencies and interested groups or individuals to
the findings of the Report wil l be welcomed by the Regional Development
Organisation.'

Following a discussion on Mr O'Reilly's illustrated address to which Mrs
Bonar, M r s Clu n e ,  Cllrs Hickey, Durkan, Hynes and Carroll contributed,
the Chairman, on behalf of the members, thanked Mr Gorman and Mr
O'Reilly for coming to the meeting and for their interesting and
informative address.

The meeting concluded at 7 .30 pm.

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Boardroom, St Vincent's Hospital, Athy, Co Kildare
on Thursday 6 June 1985 at 6 pm

PRESENT
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Ald B Ahern T.D. Cllr T Hand
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OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 
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Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care

Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care

Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health

Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer

Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care

Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer

Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer

Mr M Murray-Hayden, A/Finance Officer

Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat

Mrs B Bonar
Cllr M Carroll
Mrs D Clune
Mr P Finegan
Cllr A Groome
Dr M Henry
Cllr F Hynes
Cllr J Sweeney
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CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were  passed wi th the
following:-

1. The family of the late Dr Walter Verl ing, Venereologist.

2. Mrs Sarah Murphy, Supervisor of Cleaners, on the death of her
husband.

3. Dr Dermot Ward. Clinical Director, St Loman's Hospital, on the death of
his father.

4. The family of Martin Doyle, Porter, Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum,
who was tragically drowned in County Cavan on 3 June 1985 .

5. The family of Ald Joe Cummins, a member of the South-Eastern Health
Board and former chairman of the Association of Health Boards in
Ireland.

5 7 / 8 5

C O N F I R M A T I O N OF M I N U T E S OF M O N T H L Y M E E T I N G HELD ON 2 M A Y 1 9 8 5

The minutes of meeting held on 2 M a y 1 9 8 5 , having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carrol l , seconded by Mrs Bonar.

(a) Matters arising from the minutes 

On Mrs Bonar's enquiry regarding further details of the project
involving the Department of Education and the Health Education
Bureau the Chairman suggested that the fol lowing motion, which had
been proposed by Mrs Bonar, should be taken in conjunction wi th her
enquiry:-

'That this Board be given full details of educational programmes already
operating in many schools under the auspices of the Health Education
Bureau - Eastern Health Board w i th particular reference to the course
content, personnel and training of t u t o r s /

The mot ion was seconded by Cl l r Mrs Glenn and, fol lowing a 
discussion to which Mrs donar, Cl l r Mrs Glenn, Dr O'Herl ihy, Cllr
Hynes. Dr Henry, Cllr Groome and Cllr  Browne contr ibuted and to
which Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Commun i ty  Care Services,
replied, was agreed.

Dr Hawkins' request that 'Gastroenterit is, ' should be added to the last
paragraph in Item No. 50 /85 was agreed.

5 8 / 8 5

Q U E S T I O N S TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins,  seconded by M r s Clune , it was agreed to
answer the quest ions w h i c h  had been l o d g e d .
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Question

Mr P Finegan 

(i) 'When wil l the replacement for Mr J Gahan, RIP be appointed to this
Board?

Reply

The Department of Health was requested in February 1985 to make
arrangements to have the vacancy caused by Mr Gahan's death filled in
accordance wi th Rule 14 (2) of the Second Schedule in the Health Act ,
1 9 7 0 .

It is expected that the appointment of a replacement member wil l be
announced in the very near future.

(ii) 'Could I have an up to date report on the Group School of Psychiatric
Nursing in the Eastern Health Board and when does the Chief Executive
Officer hope to have the first i n t ake to the school?

Reply

A Working Group has been set up under the Chairmanship of a senior
nurse manager to examine future manpower needs for nursing
personnel in the psychiatric services. This wi l l involve an assessment
of the optimum number of student nurses wh i ch the Board should train.

The size of the Central Training School wi l l be determined in relation to
this number. The Group have been asked to submit a preliminary report
soon.

Copies of the report on 'Psychiatric Nurse Training' have been sent to
the Department of Health, An Bord Altranais, Trade Unions, Staff
Associations and Medical and Nursing Groups wi th in the Board asking
for their observations. It is intended to invi te representatives to discuss
their observation wi th officers of the Board.

When the opt imum size of the Central Nursing School has been decided
a Project Team wi l l be established to proceed w i t h the acquisition of
premises, fixtures and f i t t ings, staf f ing, etc. This Group wil l advise as
to when the School could be opened.

Pending the opening of the Central Training School existing schools at
St Brendan's, St Ita's and St Loman's Hospitals wi l l be retained.

59/85
C H I E F EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Off icer, read the following report
which was noted by the Board:-

(i) St Brendan's Hospital - Accreditation 

' I am pleased to inform the members that St Brendan's Hospital has
been granted accreditation w i th an A5 rating by the Royal College of
Psychiatrists.

The success of the hospital in achieving this high rating is due to the
continued hard work and dedication of the staff of the hospital. '
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(ii) Registration of Births, Deaths & Marriages - Change of Offices 

'The services for the registration and issuing of certificates of births,
deaths and marriages, wh ich had been carried out at 191 Pearse Street
and 50 Phibsborough Road are now being carried out at Joyce House,
8-11 Lombard Street East, Dublin 2 (opposite Westland R o w ) /

(iii) Official Opening - Carbury Health Centre 

'Arrangements have been made for the Chairman to officially open the
health centre in Carbury, County Kildare on Wednesday 12 June, 1 9 8 5
at 3 . 3 0 pm.

(iv) Kildare Local Committee Meeting 

T h e meeting of Kildare Local Committee listed in the diary for 13 June
1985 has been cancelled.'

60/85
DATE OF A N N U A L MEET ING

On a proposal by the Chairman it w a s unanimously agreed that the
annual meeting should be held on Thursday 18 July 1 9 8 5 at 6 .00 pm in
St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 to be fol lowed by the monthly
meeting a t 6 . 3 0 p m .

6 1 / 8 5

ALLOCATION FOR NON CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE 1 9 8 5

The following Report No . 9 / 1 9 8 5 f rom the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer was submitted:-

I attach a copy of my report which was considered on 14 May 1985 at a 
meeting of the Working Group established to consider our Board's non capital
health expenditure for 1 9 8 5 .

I also attach a copy of letter dated 3 Apri l 1 9 8 5 from the Department of Health
regarding the funding of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board for
1985 which was also considered at the meeting.

Following a lengthy discussion at the meeting of the Working Group to which
Cllrs Sweeney, Hynes, Stagg, Hickey, Hand and Browne contributed, it was
agreed to recommend that the Health Board should assign a maximum amount
of £25 .08m. to the General Medical Services (Payments) Board for 1985 and
that the Minister for Health should be informed that the actions recommended
in letter dated 3 Apri l 1 9 8 5 had already been undertaken by our Board.

It was also agreed to recommend that the Health Board adopt the
Estimates as set out in the enclosed Book of Estimates for 1985 .

In introducing his Report, Mr Keyes also referred to the press statement dated
29 May 1985 by the Minister for Health (copies of which had been circulated)
stating that, in addition to funds already allocated to them for 1 9 8 5 , Health
Boards would be given the full benefit of arrears of Health Contributions which
they collect f rom farmers in the course of the year. The Minister had stated that
this arrangement was aimed at alleviating the difficulties which are being
experienced by Health Boards in financing their services and that the
arrangement was retrospective to the 1 January 1985 .
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Following a discussion to which Cllrs Mrs Glenn, Carroll, Mrs Clune, Dr
Hawkins, Mrs Bonar, Dr O'Herlihy, Dr Keane and Dr Henry contributed,
and to which Mr Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer replied, it was
proposed by Cllr Mrs Glenn, seconded by Cllr Carroll, and agreed
unanimously to adopt the proposals contained in Report No. 9/1985.

62/85

TEMPORARY BORROWING

The following Report No. 10/1985 from the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer was submitted:-

At meeting held on 7 March 1985 the Board consented to the temporary
borrowing by way of overdraft up to an overall limit of £ 1.5 million during the
quarter ending on 30 June 1985.

As similar overdraft accommodation may be required during the September
quarter 1985, I request that the Board consents to the borrowing by way of
overdraft during the three months to 30 September 1985 to a maximum of
£1.5 million.

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in Report No. 10/1985.

63/85

MEMBERSHIP OF COMHAIRLE NA nOSPIDEAL

The following Report No. 11/1985 from the Deputy Chief Executive
Officer was submitted:-

I enclose a copy of letter dated 6 May 1 985 from the Department of Health
stating that the term of office of the members of the present Comhairle will
expire on 31 May, 1985 and that the Minister has the composition of the next
Comhairle under consideration.

The Minister has requested our Board to submit a list of persons willing to act
on the Comhairle.

For the information of members I attach a list of the membership of Comhairle
na nOspideal for the period 31 May 1982 to 1985.

In 1982 our Board nominated Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer and Dr A 
Meade for appointment. Mr Segrave was appointed a member of the Comhairle
by the Minister.

Mr P B Segiave, Chief Executive Officer, was proposed by Cllr Browne and
seconded by Mrs Clune.

Dr M Henry was proposed by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Dr O'Herlihy.

It was agreed to forward the names of Mr Segrave and Dr Henry to the Minister
for Health.
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LONGTERM I N S T I T U T I O N A L  CARE - THE MEDICAL ASPECTS -
C O M H A I R L E N A nOSPIDEAL D ISCUSSION D O C U M E N T

It was agreed to refer the discussion document to the General Hospital & 
Special Hospital Programme Committees.

6 5 / 8 5

CHILDREN (CARE A N D PROTECTION) BILL 1985

It was agreed to refer this Bill to the Community Care Programme Committee.

6 6 / 8 5

T H E S T A T U S  OF C H I L D R E N  -  M E M O R A N D U M  LAID BY THE M I N I S T E R FOR  J U S T I C E

BEFORE EACH HOUSE OF THE OIREACHTAS M A Y 1 9 8 5

It was agreed to refer this memorandum to the Community Care Programme
Committee.

6 7 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF V I S I T I N G C O M M I T T E E S

The minutes of meeting of the Community Care Visiting Committee held in
Area 1 (Dun Laoghaire) on 18 April 1985 , having been circulated, were noted
on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Browne.

REPORTS OF P R O G R A M M E C O M M I T T E E S

(1) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by Cllr Mrs Glenn, the report
was adopted.

Following a discussion on the proposed Co-ordinating Body for
General Hospital Services in South East Dublin and East Wick low
it w a s proposed by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes, and
agreed to write to the Minister for Health expressing our Board's
concern at the delay in appoint ing  members of the proposed Co-
ordinating Body.

(2) Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Mrs Clune, it was agreed to
adopt the report regarding Kilrock House subject to the submission of
regular monthly reports.

On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by M r s Bonar, it w a s
agreed to adopt the report regarding the report on the psychiatric
services 'Planning for the Future' and to forward the Committee 's
observations to the Minister for Health.

Following a discussion on the unsatisfactory accommodat ion for
patients in parts of St Brendan's Hospital to which Cllrs M r s
Glenn, Carroll and Browne contributed, the members agreed w i th
the suggestion of Mr Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer that
this matter should be considered by the Special Hospital
Programme Committee.
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(3) Community Care Committee 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Browne, it was
agreed to adopt the report.

69/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with es follows:-

(1) Dublin County Local Committee Meeting held on 9 May 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, the report
was noted.

(2) Dublin City Local Committee Meeting held on 13 May 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by Dr Hawkins, the
report was noted.

(3) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee Meeting held on 14 May 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Mrs Clune, the report
was noted.

(4) Wicklow Local Committee Meeting held on 17 May 1985

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Browne, the report
was noted.

70/85

NOTICES OF MOTION

(i) The Notice of Motion in the name of Cllr Stagg was, in his absence, not
moved.

(ii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs Glenn and seconded by
Mrs Bonar:-

'To propose that the Eastern Health Board charge a registration fee of
£ 10 per annum per bed for geriatric patients in private nursing homes
excluding those run by the religious orders or charitable organisations.'

Following a discussion to which Cllr Mrs Glenn, Mrs Bonar, Cllr
Carroll, Dr Hawkins contributed and to which Mr Hickey,
Programme Manager, General Hospital Care replied, it was
agreed that the terms of the motion should be referred to the
Minister for Health for consideration in conjunction with the
regulations being prepared regarding private nursing homes and
that the reference to a registration fee should be deleted.

71/85
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.



6 / 6 / 1 9 8 5

7 2 / 8 5

OTHER B U S I N E S S

56

The Chairman informed the members that Cllrs Browne and Wil loughby would
not be seeking re-election in the forthcoming local elections. He thanked them
for their services to the Board and expressed his regret that they were not
seeking re-election.

Cllr Carroll stated that he wished to avail of the opportunity to thank the Board
members and the staff for the co-operation which he had received during his
years as a member of the Board.

Mr Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of the Chief Executive
Officer and of the staff, expressed his thanks to the Board members for their
help, understanding and support which he had received from them at all t imes.

The meeting concluded at 8.1 5 pm

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of 15th Annual Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 18 July 1985 at 6 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahem TD
Dr J D Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Mrs D Clune
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr E FitzGerald
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr P Hickey
Mr K Kane
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Reilly

APOLOGIES

Mr N Andrews TD, MEP

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr P J Swords, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer
Mr M Hayden, A/Finance Officer
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Mr J J Doyle, General Administrator
Mr C McQuaile. SEO, St Brendan's Hospital
Miss C Doran, SEO. Emmet House
Mr T Mahon, A/Secretary

Mr F Beale
Cllr O Bennett
Qlr B Briscoe TD
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan, TD
Sen A FitzGerald, 
Ald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Cllr W J Harvey
Dr M Henry
Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane
Prof J McCormick
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr J Sweeney
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C H A I R M A N ' S ADDRESS

Before we commence wi th the formal proceedings of the night, I would like to
take this opportunity to welcome all new members to the. Eastern Health Board
and to say that I look forward to working w i th you all to achieve the objectives
of our Board in providing an efficient and effective health service for one and a 
quarter million people within our area, particularly the more vulnerable sectors.

Since its establishment our board has been responsible for many major
developments in its efforts to provide the most effective services and the last
year was no exception. I am pleased to be able to recall that wi th in the past
twelve months in the Community Care Programme:

we opened nine new health centres

we opened a new community care health centre in Area 2 

we transferred the Superintendent Registrar's Office to Joyce House
' which we share with the General Registrar's Office

we established a service for the physically handicapped in Bray

we are co-operating in a national campaign to eradicate measles

we provide a mobile service for travellers

- we opened a new day nursery in Inchicore.

Within our Special Hospital Care Programme:

we obtained agreement on the future development plan for St
Brendan's Hospital

we advanced the development of community services w i th the opening
of four hoste's and two workshops and

for the mentally handicapped we saw the opening of Cheeverstown
House and day services at Ballyraine. Co Wick low

also the publication of the comprehensive report 'Psychiatric Services
- Planning for the future' affords us an opportunity to develop further
along nationally agreed lines.

In the General Hospital Care Programme we witnessed:

the acceptance by the Minister of the brief for the developoment of
Naas General Hospital.

The appointment of additional consultant staff and the sett ing up of the
project design team for the new operating theatre suite/OPD in St
Columcille's Hospital

the development of a new forty bed unit for young chronic sick in St
Mary's Hospital

provision of a thir ty-two bed unit for the elderly in Bru Chaoimhin

the establishment of an ambulance control centre and a day care centre
in the District Hospital. Wicklow
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the complet ion of a major re-wiring and fire alarm system in St Mary 's
Hospital

additional day centre facilities in St Clare's Home.

This is by no means a comprenensive list but just some of our achievements in
the last year.

The new members of our board wil l have every opportuni ty to understand and
be involved w i th future developments at every level by your membership of the
Programme Committees. Attendance of these meetings wi l l enable you to
discharge more fully your responsibilities as a board member.

Finally, I would like to express my gratitude for their services to the Board in the
past to former board members who for one reason or another are no longer w i th
us. I think I speak for all here to-night in wishing each one every success in the
future.

At the outset of the meeting Deputy Ahern requested that i tems 3 and 4 on the
agenda - appointments to programme committees and appointments/-
nominations of persons to be members of outside bodies - be postponed for
consideration at a future meeting.

Following a discussion to which Deputies A h e rn and Briscoe, Cllrs
Hickay,  Carroll ,  Murphy, Sen FitzGerald, Prof Doyle, Prof McCormick
a n d Dr Behan contributad, and fol lowing a short recess to a l low further
discussion, i t was agreed to proceed wi th the agenda aa tabled.

74785

ELECTION O F C H A I R M A N

Cllr J Sweeney was proposed by Cllr Hynes and seconded by Prof Doyle. As
there was no other nomination Cllr Sweeney was declared elected.

Cllr Sweeney thanked the members for their confidence and support in his re-
elect ion.

7 5 / 8 5

ELECTION OF V I C E - C H A I R M A N

Mrs D Clune was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy Briscoe. Cllr
Hynes was proposed by Cllr Murphy and seconded by Sen FitzGerald.

The vote was taken as fol lows:

For Mrs Clune For Cllr Hynes 

Ald B Ahern TD Mr F Beale

Dr J D Behan Mrs B Bonar
Cllr O Bennett Cllr P De Rossa
Deputy B Briscoe TD Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr I Callely Cllr B J Durkan TD
Cllr M Carroll Mr P Finegan
Mrs D Clune Sen A FitzGerald
Prof J S Doyle Cllr E FitzGerald
Cllr P Dunne Dr M Henry
Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick Cllr F Hynes
Cllr A Groome Dr D I Keane
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Cllr W J Harvey Dr P McCarthy
Dr R Hawkins Prof J McCormick
Cllr P Hickey Cllr J Reilly
Mr O Kane
Cllr C Murphy
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr J Sweeney

The Chairman- declared Mrs Clune elected as Vice-Chairman. Mrs Clune
thanked the-members for her election and congratulated Cllr Sweeney on his re-
election. She also paid tribute to Cllr Hand, the outgoing Vice-Chairman.

Cllr Hynes congratulated Mrs Clune on her election and wished every success
to Cllr Sweeney for the coming term.

. The Chairman congratulated Mrs Clune on her election as Vice-Chairman.

76/85
A P P O I N T M E N T S T O P R O G R A M M E C O M M I T T E E S
A N D REPORT NO. 1 2 / 1 9 8 5

Our Board, at its meeting held on 7 March, 1 9 8 5 , adopted a proposal regarding
the establishment of a General Hospital Committee, a Special Hospital
Committee and a Community Care Committee.

It was agreed, inter alia, that the members of each Committee should be
appointed by the Board and that each member of our Board should be notified
of and be entitled  to attend meetings of all three Committees. It was also
agreed that four members of each committee would retire, by rotation, each
year and be appointed to a different committee.

The fol lowing revised membership of each committee is recommended for
adoption by the Board.

It was agreed that each committee would elect its chairman and vice-chairman
annually from amongst the membership appointed by the Board. It is
recommended that the committees should have the election of chairman and
vice-chairman on the agenda for the first meeting of the committee following
each annual meeting of our Board.

Special
Hospital Committee

1. Cllr A Groome

2. Dr M Henry

3. Dr R Hawkins

4. Cllr B Durkan. TD

5. Mr P Finegan

6. Cllr M Carroll

7. Prof J S Doyle

8. Mr N Andrews TD

9. Mrs D Clune

10. Cllr C Murphy

1 1 . Cllr P De Rossa

12. Deputy B Briscoe

TD

General
Hospital Committee

Dr D 1 Keane

Cllr F Hynes

Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick

Dr B Powell

Dr B O'Herlihy

Sen A FitzGerald

Mr F Beale

Dr M Butler

Dr J D Behan

Cllr 1 Callely

Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr W Harvey

Community
Care Committee

Cllr P Hickey

Cllr J Sweeney

Prof J McCormick

A ld B Ahern TD

Mrs B Bonar

Cllr J Reilly

Mr D Kane

Cllr E FitzGerald

Dr P McCarthy

Cllr 0 Bennett

Cllr P Dunne

-
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I at tach, for the convenience of members, details regarding the committees and
a schedule of meetings arranged for the remainder of 1 9 8 5 .

Following a discussion to which Cllr Hickey, Sen F i tzGera ld ,  Prof Doyle,
Dr Behan contributed, i t w a s a g r e e d to  adopt the  report wi th tha
fol lowing observations:

(1) that any members wishing to change their membership of a 
committee should do so in consultation wi th the Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer:

(2) that the scheduled starting t imes of meetings be reviewed; and

(3) that the relevant local authorities be informed of agreed schedule
of meetings.

7 7 / 8 5

A P P O I N T M E N T / N O M I N A T I O N OF PERSONS TO BE M E M B E R S OF OUTSIDE BODIES
REPORT N O . 1 3 / 8 5

The terms of office of the fol lowing representatives of our Board on the
undermentioned Boards expire on the day of the f irst meeting of our Board after
an appointment of members made fo l lowing a quinquennial election of the
members of the local authorities appointing members of our Board, i.e. 18 July
1 9 8 5 .

The appointment, or nomination for appointment, of our representatives on
other bodies is a function of the Board.

1. Association of Health Boards in Ireland 
(5 vacancies to be filled) 

1. Cllr D Browne
2. Cllr M Carroll
3. Cllr Mrs A Glenn
4. Cllr T Hand
5. Sen A FitzGerald

Our other appointees to the Associat ion are:
Dr J Behan, Dr R Hawkins and Dr P McCarthy.

2 Central Council of Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals 
(5 vacancies to be filled) 

1. Cllr M Freehill
2. Dr P McCarthy
3. Mr J J Nolan
4. Dr J D Behan
5. Dr R Hawkins

3. James Connolly Memorial Hospital Board 
(4 vacancies to be filled) 

1. Cllr M Carroll
2. Cllr P Hickey
3. Cllr T Hand
4. Mrs D Clune

Our other appointees to this Board are:
Mr J J Nolan and Mr F J Elliott.

J y | j
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4. Beaumont Hospital Board 

Prof J S Doyle

Our other nominee appointed to this Board is:
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care whose term

of office expires in October 1986.

5. Tallaght Hospital Board 

1. Dr J Walker
2. Cllr P Hickey
Our other nominee appointed to this Board is:
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care, whose
term of office expires in February 1986.

The Tallaght Hospital Board (Establishment) Order 1980 (Amendment) Order
1984 provides for the appointment by the Minister for Health of three members
of the Tallaght Hospital Board from a panel of six persons nominated by the
Eastern Health Board.

It is suggested that our Board should now nominate a panel of four persons
from which the Minister may appoint two members to the Tallaght Hospital
Board.

1. Association of Health Boards in Ireland 
(5 vacancies) 

Cllr Sweeney  was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Cllr Hynes.
Cllr Briscoe was proposed by Cllr Hickey seconded by Deputy Ahern
Cllr Groome was proposed by Cllr Reilly and seconded by Cllr Dunne
Cllr Carroll was proposed by Sen FitzGerald and seconded by Deputy
Durkan
Cllr Dillon-Byrne was proposed by Cllr Hynes and seconded by Cllr
FitzGerald
Sen FitzGerald was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr
Carroll
Mr Finegan was proposed by Mr Beale and seconded by Dr Hawkins

Following a ballot, the following members were appointed by the
Board:

Cllrs Sweeney, Carroll. Groome, Sen FitzGerald and Deputy Briscoe.

2. Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals 
15 vacancies) 

Cllr Harvey was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy
Briscoe.

Dr McCarthy was proposded by Dr Behan and seconded by Cllr Hynes

Cllr E FitzGerald was proposed by Cllr Hynes and seconded by Cllr
Dillon-Byrne
Dr Hawkins was proposed by Prof Doyle and seconded by Dr Behan
Mr J J Nolan was proposed by Cllr Carroll and seconded by Cllr Hickey
Cllr Callaly was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy
Briscoe
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r Behan was proposed by Dr M McCarthy and seconded by Dr

Hawkins

Cllr Bennett  was proposed by Deputy Briscoe and seconded by Cllr
Hickey

Following a ballot, tho fo l lowing members wore appointed by the
Board:
Dr Behan,  Cllr Bennett, Cllr  Harvey,  Cllr Callely and Dr Hawkins.

3. James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
(4 vacancies) 

Dr O'Herlihy was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy
Briscoe

Mrs Clune was proposed by Deputy Briscoe and seconded by Cllr
Dunne

Cllr Carroll was proposed by Sen FitzGerald and seconded by Cllr
Sweeney

Cllr Hickey was proposed by Deputy Briscoe and seconded by Cllr
Carroll

Deputy Durkan was proposed by Cllr Carroll and seconded by Sen
FitzGerald

Sen FitzGerald was nominated but wi thdrew his name from the list.

Following a ballot, the fo l lowing members wore appointed by tho
Board:

Dr O'Herlihy, Mrs Clune, Cllrs Carroll and Hickey.

4. Beaumont Hospital Board 
(I vacancy) 

Prof Doyle was proposed by Sen FitzGerald and seconded by Prof
McCormick.

There being no other nominations Prof Doyle was appointed to
the Beaumont Hospital Board.

5. Tallaght Hospital Board 

It was explained that the procedure was to propose names for
nomination and that the Minister wou ld make the appointments. As
there were t w o vacancies, four nominees were required.

Cllr Dunne was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy
Briscoe.

Cllr Harvey was proposed by Deputy Briscoe and seconded by Cllr
Hickey

Cllr FitzGerald was proposed by Cllr Hynes and seconded by Cllr Dillon-
Byrne

Cllr Murphy was proposed by Cllr Hickey and seconded by Deputy
Briscoe

Deputy Durkan was proposed by Sen FitzGerald and seconded by Cllr
Carroll.

Deputy Ahern was  proposed by Deputy Briscoe and seconded by Cllr
Hickey.
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Following a ballot, the following members were nominated:

Cllrs Durkan, Harvey, Murphy and Deputy Ahern.

78/85

OTHER BUSINESS

Following a discussion to which Sen FitzGerald and Dr Behan
contributed, it was agreed to list, for the September meeting of the
Board, the question of a Special Board meeting to consider current and
proposed developments in health services in the Eastern Health Board

CORRECT: T P Keyes

D/Chief Executive Officer

  

Chairman  
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 18 July 1985 at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahem TD
Dr J D Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Mrs O Clune
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr E FitzGerald
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr P Hickey
Mr K Kane
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Reilly

APOLOGIES

Mr N Andrews TD, MEP

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

Mr F Beale
Cllr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TD
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan, TD
Sen A FitzGerald, 
Ald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Cllr W J Harvey
Dr M Henry
Cllr F Hynes
Dr D I Keane
Prof J McCormick
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFfCERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue. Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr P J Swords, A/Programme Manager. General Hospital Care
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer
Mr M Hayden, A/Finance Officer
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Mr J J Doyle, General Administrator
Mr C McQuaile, SEO. St Brendan's Hospital
Miss C Doran. SEO, Emmet House
Mr T Mahon, A/Secretary
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7 9 / 8 5

C O N D O L E N C E S

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed w i th :

1. Dr David Clarke, Senior Clinical Dental Surgeon, on the death of his
brother.

2. Fiona Scully, Dental Surgery Assistant, on the death of her mother.

3. To the family of Mr Hugh Campion, Community Welfare Officer,
Kildare.

4. Mr Paddy McDonald, Clerical Officer, St Brendan's Hospital, on the

death of his mother.

5. Mr Colm Murphy, Manager of the Staf f 's Credit Union on the tragic
death of his father.

6. Mrs O'Connell, Ward Sister, Bru Chaoimhin, on the tragic death of her
son.

8 0 / 8 5

C O N F I R M A T I O N O F M I N U T E S O F SPECIAL M E E T I N G HELD O N 3 0 M A Y 1 9 8 5
A N D OF M O N T H L Y M E E T I N G HELD ON 6 JUNE 1 9 8 5

The minutes having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr
Hickey, seconded by Deputy Durkan.

Following a discussion on the report 'Eastern Region Settlement
Strategy 2 0 1 1 ' by the Eastern Regional Development Organisation, to
which Mrs  Bonar, Deputy Durkan, Cllr Dunne and Cllr Sweeney
contributed and to which Mr Keyes replied, i t w a s agreed to wr i te to the
relevant Local Authorities to inform them of the Board's intention to
make a submission regarding strategic plans for the future.

8 1 / 8 5

C H I E F EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Mr Keyes, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff congratulated Cllr
Sweeney on his re-election as chairman and Mrs Clune on her election as vice-
chairman. He also congratulated the other members on their elections to the
various outside bodies and welcomed the new members to the Board, pledging
his o w n and the staff 's continued support to the Board in achieving its
objectives.

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer then read the fol lowing reports which were
noted by the Board.

Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 1984 

The report of the General Medical Services Payments Board 1984 has been
received in recent days. I am having it examined and a summary report is being
prepared in relation to services provided in the Eastern Health Board Area.

I wou ld propose that the report would be considered initially by the Community
Care Committee and then by the Board at its meeting in September 1985 .
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Mobile Health Clinic for Travellers 

On the I0 July the Minister for Health and Social Welfare officially launched a 
health  clinic for Travellers which will operate in the Dublin area. The funds were
made available to the Eastern Health Board in March of this year for the
purchase of the clinic and a Committee representative of the Health Board and
the Department of Health has agreed on the range of services to be provided.

The clinic will operate in areas with large concentrations of travellers and will
be directed mainly towards improving the health of mothers and infants.

The main services being provided are ante-natal care, child health surveillance,
immunisation and health education. Discussions have also been held with the
Maternity hospitals in Dublin to ensure close co-operation between the clinic
and those hospitals in the provision of ante-natal care.

Two public health nurses have been assigned to work in the clinic and the
services of medical staff are also being made available.

Budget 1985 

I have circulated to the members letter dated 9 July 1985 which specifies the
limits of expenditure determined by the Minister for 1985. The details of
expenditure for the first six months of this year will be available shortly. I wish
to discuss these matters with the Working Group established by the Board on
finance. The membership of this group is:

Dr J D Behan Cllr D Browne - vacant
Cllr P Hickey Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD - vacant
Clir F Hynes Cllr T Hand - vacant
Prof J McCormick Cllr E Stagg - vacant
Cllr J Sweeney

There are four vacancies and the Board may wish to consider, filling these
vacancies.

82/85

REPORTS OF PROGRAMME REPORTS

1. General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Sen FitzGerald, seconded by Prof Doyle, the report
was noted.

Sen FitzGerald's proposal that the request for the use of land at St
Clare's Home, by Ballymun Kickham's GPC, be referred back for
consideration to the Programme Committee at its meeting on 19
September 1985, was agreed.

Following a discussion on the Accident and Emergency Rota for
north Dublin, and to which Prof Doyle and Cllr Hickey
contributed, it was agreed that the Programme Manager, General
Hospital Care should discuss with the management of James
Connolly Memorial Hospital any problems they might have in
their future involvement in the scheme.
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2. Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs Clune, seconded by Cllr Hickey, the report was
noted.

3. Community Care Committee

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Mr Kane, the report was
noted.

Following a discussion to which Cllr FitzGerald and Dr Behan
contributed, it was agreed that the organisational implications of
ths Child (Care and Protection) Bill 1985 bs referred to the
Programme Committee for discussion.

83/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL HEALTH COMMITTEES

The reports of the following Local Health Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 9 May 1985 

On a proposal by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr Groome, the
report was noted.

(ii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 13 June 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hickey, the report
was noted.

84/85

CORRESPONDENCE

(a) The following letters regarding the appointment of elected members of
Local Authorities to the Board were noted:

(i) Letter dated 2 July 1985 from the Corporation of Dun Laoghaire.

(ii) Letter dated 9 July 1985 from Dublin County Council

(iii) Letter dated 10 July 1985 from Dublin Corporation,

(iv) Letter dated 9 July 1985 from Wicklow County Council.

(b) Letter dated 9 July 1985 from Department of Health regarding non-
capital expenditure levels was dealt with in the Chief Executive
Officer's report.

(c) Letter dated 3 July 1985 from the Association of Health Boards in
Ireland regarding appointments to the Association was noted.

(d) Letter dated 3 Jury 1985 from Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals
regarding membership of the Central Council was noted.

(e) Press release dated 2 Jury 1985 regarding the Commissioning of
Beaumont Hospital was noted.

Following a proposal by Dr Behan, it was agreed that the Board impress on the
Minister for Health that no closure should take place in St Laurence's Hospital
prior to the opening of Beaumont Hospital.
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(f) Press release dated 2 July 1985 regarding the Health (Amendment) Bill
1985.

85/85

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr Kane requested that the Report of the Working Party on Travelling People be
listed for discussion at a future meeting.

CORRECT: T P Keyes
D/Chief Executive Officer

Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 1 August 1985 at 6 .30 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahern TD
Dr J O Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr F Hynes
Dr P McCarthy
Dr B O'Herlihy

Mr I M Andrews TD
Cllr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TD
Mrs D Clune
Prof J McCormick
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan, TD
Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Cllr W J Harvey
Cllr P Hickey
Dr D I Keane
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Reilly

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr F J Donohue. Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Prof B O'Donnell. Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr L Kavanagh. Personnel Officer
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer
Mr M J O'Connor, Secretary
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8 6 / 8 5

C O N F I R M A T I O N O F M I N U T E S O F A N N U A L M E E T I N G HELD O N 1 8 JULY 1 9 8 5

The minutes, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr
Hickey, seconded by Cllr Dillon-Byrne.

Cllr Briscoe requested that it be recorded that he had proposed Prof Doyle for
appointment to the Beaumont Hospital Board.

8 7 / 8 5

C O N F I R M A T I O N OF M I N U T E S OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 18 JULY 1 9 8 5

The minutes having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr
Hickey, seconded by Cllr Harvey.

8 8 / 8 5

Q U E S T I O N TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was agreed to
answer the question which had been lodged.

Cllr B Durkan TD 

Question

To indicate (a) the total number of applications for Home Help Al lowance
received by the Eastern Health Board for the entire Board area for 1984 , (b) the
number of applications received from County Wicklow and (c) the number of
applications received from County Kildare and (d) the percentage of refusals in
each case.

Reply

1. In most of Dublin City and county and in parts of County Wicklow the
Home Help Service is operated through Voluntary Organisations. The
Organisations employ the Organisers/Supervisors and Home Helps.

2. In some parts of Dublin and Wicklow and in all of County Kildare the
Home Helps are generally recruited by the local nursing service and
paid through the Community Welfare service.

Organisations are required to supply information on the numbers assisted,
numbers engaged in the service and the expenditure on the various elements cf
the service primarily to enable the Board to advance, at intervals, the funds
required to operate the service. They do not supply information on the total
number of applications or numbers of cases refused. This information is not
readily available in the case of services arranged through voluntary
organisations.

Similar returns are required for the service operated through the supplementary
welfare service. The numbers of applications and refusals are however
recorded in this instance.

The available statistical information shows that in arrangement No. 1 thirty-six
voluntary organisations provided a service for 3 ,398 persons.

The fol lowing statistics relate to home helps provided through the
supplementary welfare service under arrangement No. 2.
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Numbers
Assisted

Dublin

Kildare

Wicklow

14

161

69

2 4 4

Number of
Applications

-

188

85

Number
Granted

-

9 6

79

Number
Refused

-

92

6

A total of 3. 6 4 2 were assisted in the entire Board area during 1 9 8 4 .

8 9 / 8 5

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

Mr T P Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, read the fol lowing report
which w a s noted by the Board:

1.

2.

3.

Meetings of Community Care Programme Committee 
The meeting of the Community Care Committee, which had been
arranged for Wicklow on 22 August 1 9 8 5 has been re-arranged for
Area 5 (Cherry Orchard Hospital) and the meeting of the Committee
wh ich had been arranged for Area 5 on 24 October 1 9 8 5 wi l l now be
held in Wick low.

Report of the Travelling People Review Body 

At the July meeting of our Board it was agreed to list the Report of the
Travell ing People Review Body for discussion at a future meeting.

Arrangements are being made to have a copy of the Report obtained for
each member of our Board and they wi l l be circulated as soon as
possible.

Members wi l l have an opportunity to study the Report before i ts
inclusion on the agenda for the September meeting of our Board wh ich
wi l l be held 5 September 1985 .

Local Committees 

Meetings of our five Local Committees wi l l be held on the fo l lowing
dates:

Dublin City Local Committee

Dublin County Local Committee

Dun Laoghaire Local Committee

Kildare Local Committee

Wick low Local Committee

9 September  1985

12 September 1 9 8 5

10 September 1 9 8 5

12 September 1 9 8 5

20 September 1 9 8 5

Each of the Local Authorit ies, w i th the exception of Dublin Corporation, has
appointed i ts membership of the Local Committees. It is expected that Dublin
Corporation wi l l appoint its members to the Dublin City Local Committee at the
meeting of the City Council to be held on 1 2 August 1 9 8 5 , fo l lowing which a 
full list of the membership of each Local Committee wil l be circulated to each
member of our Board.
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9 0 / 8 5

GENERAL M E D I C A L SERVICES (PAYMENTS) BOARD - A N N U A L REPORT 1 9 8 4

Following a discussion to which Mrs Bonar, Prof McCormick , Cllr
Hynes, Mrs Clune, Dr Behan, Dr O'Herlihy and Prof Doyle contributed
and to which Mr Donohue, Programme Manager , Community Care
Service, replied, it was agreed to refer the Report to the Community Care
Committee for consideration in conjunction wi th the Report of the
Working Party on the General Medical Services, which it was agreed
should be re-circulated to each member.

9 1 / 8 5

ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE 1 9 8 5
- A P P O I N T M E N T OF M E M B E R S TO WORKING GROUP

The following Report No. 1 4 / 1 9 8 5 was submitted:

At its meeting in October 1984 our Board established a Working Group to
consider the implications for the Eastern Health Board of the Development of a 
National Plan.

At its meeting in December 1984 our Board agreed to extend the terms of
reference of the Working Group to consider the non-capital health expenditure
allocation for 1985 and to prepare an action plan, in the context of the
allocation, for the Board's consideration.

The current composition of this Working Group is:

< 11 Cllr J Sweeney. Chairman

(2) CHr T Hand. Vice Chairman

(3) Cllr Mrs A Glenn. TD

(4) Prof J McCormick

(5) Dr J D Behan

(6) Cllr F Hynes

(7) Cllr E Stagg

(8) CMr D Browne

(9) Cllr P Hickey

At its meeting in January 1985 •* was agreed that discussions should continue
between the Board and Officers of tne Department of Health in relation to our
finances and that the Chief Executive Officer and the Working Group would
regularly consider the progress of these discussions and would in turn report to
the Board.

At last months (July 1985) meeting I circulated copies of a letter dated 9 July
1 9 8 5 from the Department of Health regarding the Board's non-capital health
allocation 1935 (copy herewith) and I advised the Board that this item should
be referred to the Working Party for consideration and report.

In view of the fact that four of the current members of the Working Group are
no longer members of the Board, and are therefore not entit led to act on the
Working Party, the Board may wish to appoint members to fill these vacancies.

The appointment of the following members as members of the Working
Group was inanimously agreed:
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(1) Mrs D Clune

(2) Mr P Finegan

(3) Cllr J Reilly

(4) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick

(5) Dr R Hawkins

(6) Cllr P Dunne

On a proposal by Dr Behan, seconded by Cllr Hickey, it w a s also agreed
that the Chairmen of the three Programme Commit tees should be
members of the Working Group.

The Chairman informed the members that it was proposed to hold a meeting of
the Work ing Group on 20 August 1 9 8 5 at 3 .00 pm.

92/85
DISPOSAL OF 0 . 1 5 ACRES OF LAND AT BALLINACOR WEST ,
D U N G A N S T O W N , CO. WICKLOW

This i tem was adjourned to the September meeting.

9 3 / 8 5

REPORTS OF P R O G R A M M E C O M M I T T E E S

1. Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr Behan, it was agreed to consider letter dated
19 July 1 9 8 5 from the Department of Hearth regarding 'The
Psychiatric Services - Planning for the Future' in conjunction
wi th the Special Hospital Programme Committee Report.

On a proposal by Mrs Clune. seconded by Dr Behan, the report
was adopted.

Following a discussion to which Dr Hawkins , and Cllrs Dillon-
Byrne and Durkan contributed, it was agreed that a report should
be prepared for a future meeting of the Board regarding day
hospitals and facilities for geriatric patients generally.

(2) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was
agreed to adopt the report.

(3) Community Care Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Dr Hawkins , it was
agreed to adopt the report.

9 4 / 8 5

CORRESPONDENCE

The fo l lowing letters, copies of which had been circulated, were noted.

(1) Letter dated 16 July 1985 from the Department of Health regarding
the Health Contributions (Amendment) Regulations, 1 9 8 5 .

(2) Letter dated 19 July 1985 from the Department of Health regarding
The Psychiatric Services Planning for the Future'.
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The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm

CORRECT: T P Keyes
Deputy Chief Executive Officer

—

Chairman
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 5 September 1985 at 6.00 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahern TD
Dr J D Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Mrs D Clune
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Sen A FitzGerald 
Ald Cllr A Groome
Cllr W J Harvey
Dr M Henry
Mr D Kane
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Reilly

APOLOGIES
Mr N Andrews TD, CHr F Hynes

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr F Beale
Cllr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TD
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan. TD
Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald
Cllr Dr D Rtzpatrick
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr P Hickey
Dr D I Keane
Prof J McCormick
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr J Sweeney

Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer
Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr F Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr L Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr J Reynolds, Finance Officer
Mr N McNee, Management Services Officer
Dr V Moloney, Director of Mental Handicap
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat
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95/85

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS

The Chairman informed the members that Cllr Hynes was unable to attend the
meeting on account of illness. The members requested that their best wishes
for a speedy recovery be conveyed to Cllr Hynes. The Chief Executive Officer
on his own behalf, and on the behalf of the staff, associated himself with the
members' good wishes.

96/85

CONDOLENCES
On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with
the following:

(i) The family of the late Dr Patrick Logan, Former Medical Officer, James
Connolly Memorial Hospital.

(ii) The family of Mrs Maura Sheeny, Ward Sister, St Brigid's Home.
Crooksling.

(iii) Mr John McMahon, Gardener, Newcastle, on the death of his wife.

97/85

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY
MEETING HELD ON 1 AUGUST 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 August 1985, having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins.

98/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Mrs Clune, it was agreed to
answer the questions which had been lodged.

Question

Cllr B Briscoe TD 

'To ask if there are plans to build a new health centre for Inchicore, and when it
is proposed to commence building this centre/

Reply

A site for a health centre has been purchased by the Board at Emmet Road,
Inchicore, in order to provide a new health centre to serve the population of the
area.

A schedule of accommodation for the proposed health centre has been
approved by the Department of Hearth. The project has been included in the
Board's Capital Programme and the planning of this project is currently under
way.

It is hoped to commence construction in late 1985 or early 1986 - subject to
the planning requirements of the Department of Hearth and the Local Authority.
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Question

Cllr Pat Dunne 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to furnish the following details regarding
the Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum:

(a) When was the new unit completed?

(b) What was the cost of the new unit?

(c) Why is the new unit not in operation?

(d) What would the cost be of putting the new unit into operation
immediately?

(e) What was the unit provided for?

(f) Could the unit be used for patients suffering from drug related
problems?

Reply

(a) The unit is virtually complete but has not yet been handed over to the
Board by the Contractors.

(b) Approximate completion cost - £2,000,000.

(c) See (a) above. We also considered it prudent to await the 'Report of the
Committee of Inquiry into the Penal System' before finalising policy on
the new unit. This report has now been published and the services in
the Central Mental Hospital have been reviewed in some detail. The
Special Hospital Programme Committee will be considering the matter
further at its next meeting and subsequently reporting to the Board.

(d) Estimated Capital Cost - Furniture & Equipment - £80,000

Estimated Annual Revenue - Pay £560,000

Non Pay £135,000
£695,000

However, it is possible that in the overall review of the services some
resources may be transferred from the main hospital to the new unit.

(e) Young disturbed persons (male 8- female) whose behaviour has
resulted in their having difficulties with the law and whose behaviour is
likely to lead to criminal proceedings against them.

(f) Yes.

Cllr Pat Dunne 

Ouestion

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to furnish details of payments under the
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Scheme for each area under the following
headings:

(a) Payments towards ESB bills.

(b) Payments towards Gas bills.

(c) Payments towards the provision of clothing.

(d) Payments towards Senior Citizens.

(e) Payments to supplement income'.
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Reply

The data requested is not readily available in the format of the question.
However, the attached schedule gives the information in so far as it is readily
available. Statistics are not kept separately for payments-to the elderly.

The figures given relate to a typical week in 1985.

Areas 14 and  15 are new sub-divisions and comparable statistics are not
available for them.
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99/85

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted
by the Board:

(i) Measles Immunisation Programme 

'I have circulated to the members details of the measles immunisation
programme which will commence on 1 October 1985' .

(ii) Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals -
Representation on MANCH Council 

'Our Board has been requested by the FDVH to nominate two of our
five representatives on the Central Council of the Federation to
represent our Board on the MANCH Council. Our representatives are:

Dr J Behan, Cllr Mrs 0 Bennett, Cllr I Callely
Cllr W Harvey, Dr R Hawkins.

The MANCH Council is the Sub-Committee of the Central Council
which deals with matters relating to the Meath, Adelaide and National
Children's Hospitals and the eventual transfer of the service from those
hospitals to Tallaght Hospital.

In accordance with the usual practice the nomination of two of our
FDVH representatives will be on the agenda for the October meeting of
our Board.'

(iii) 'Active Age Week' from 6-13 October 1985 is being promoted jointly
by our Board, Dublin Corporation, Dublin County Council and Dun
Laoghaire Corporation. The objectives of Active Age Week are:

(1) to encourage active elderly people to participate in community
life;

(2) to develop awareness of the needs of the elderly - particularly
of those living alone - among friends, neighbours and
relatives;

(3) to mobilise support within each community for the care of its
own elderly members;

(4) to encourage groups and organisations to create opportunities
for active elderly people to participate fully in community life.

A list of the major events is being prepared and wil l issue later in the
month.

(iv) Health Education Bureau 'Book of the Child'

'We have circulated to the members a copy of the second edition of the
Health Education Bureau's 'The Book of the Child' together with a copy
of our Board's resolution regarding the submission of such publications
for the approval of our Board'.

It was proposed by Dr O'Herlihy, seconded by Dr Henry and
agreed that our Board approves of the publication.
H was agreed that Prof Doyle's suggestion that the book should
contain a  page regarding the measles vaccination programme
should be conveyed to the Health Education Bureau.
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Prof Doyle referred to the section on genetic counselling and drew the
members' attention to the fact that there is only one part-time
counsellor for the entire country.

(v) Vacancy  on Dublin County Local Committee 

'A vacancy exists on the Dublin County Local Committee for a 
Superintendent Community Welfare Officer due to the retirement of the
existing appointee.

In accordance with the usual practice the appointment of a 
replacement member will be on the agenda for the October meeting of
our Board'.

(vi) Proposed Mental Handicap Centre at Loughlinstown 

'I have circulated to the members a copy of letter dated 14 August
1985 from the Department of Health together with a copy of my reply
dated 23 August 1985 and a further letter dated 2 September 1985
from the Department of Health regarding the planning process for the
Mental Handicap Centre at Loughlinstown.'

In the course of a lengthy discussion to which Cllrs Carroll, Mrs
Fitzgerald, De Rossa, Hickey, Briscoe, Mrs Dillon-Byrne, Murphy,
Durkan, Ahern, Ald FitzGerald, Cllr Groome, Prof McCormick, Dr
O'Herlihy, Dr Hawkins, Dr Behan, Mr Kane and Dr McCarthy
contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer and Dr Moloney,
Director of Mental Handicap replied, members expressed their bitter
disappointment at the request not to continue with the planning
process and their surprise that a decision to interrupt the planning
process should have been made in the Department of Health without
adequate consultation with our Board as the statutory authority for the
provision of the service.

It was proposed by Dr Behan, seconded by Cllr Durkan, and agreed to
ask the Minister for Health to receive, as a matter of urgency, a 
deputation from our Board to discuss this very important project in
detail with a view to making further progress in the planning of this
badly needed facility and to convey, with the request, the following
points of view which had been expressed by members in the course of
the discussion:

(1) Their surprise at the lack of consultation between the Department of
Health and our Board, especially since an Officer from the Department
has been a member of the Project Team from the commencement of
planning.

(2) Their request that the Minister should give details of the discussions
which he had with various bodies concerned with services for the
mentally handicapped and explain why the Eastern Health Board had
been excluded from consultations regarding its own project.

(3) Their request for details of the alternative proposed developments with
regard to time scale, the date of start, the date of completion, the
number of places and when they were expected to come 'on stream'.

(4) Their enquiry regarding the management of the alternative institutions
and the extent to which the planning of the Project at Loughlinstown
should proceed.



5/9/1985 83

The following members were appointed to be members of the deputation:

Cllr J Sweeney, Chairman
Mrs D Clune, Vice-Chairman

Cllr P Hickey and Cllr A Groome.

100/85

REPORT OF THE TRAVELLING PEOPLE REVIEW BODY

At the request of Mr Kane, Mr Donohue, Programme Manager,
Community Care Service, gave the mambars an up to data report on the
implementation of the recommendations relating to the hearth of
travellers contained in the Travailing People Review Body Report:

in three areas Co-ordinating Committees had been established;

three nurses had been assigned to deal exclusively with travellers;

the mobile clinic, which was in operation since 1 July 1985 on a pilot
basis, has enabled the nurses working in it to make contact with 700
people;

a special group consisting of a Superintendent Community Welfare
Officer and four Community Welfare Officers had been established to
deal with the welfare of travellers;

the Van Leer Foundation had agreed to make a grant of £210,000
available for a special education programme for travellers over the next
three years;

regular meetings are held with local authorities with a view to
maintaining a co-ordinated approach towards the travelling people;

special pre-employment schemes are in operation in Exchange House.

Following a discussion to which Cllrs Mrs Fitzgerald, Mrs Dillon-
Byrne, Mrs Clune, Mrs Bonar, Cllrs Dunne and Murphy
contributed and to which Mr Donohue, Programme Manager,
Community Care Service replied, it was proposed by the
Chairman, seconded by Cllr Mrs Dillon-Byrne, and agreed, to
request the Minister for Health to make funds available for a 
second mobile clinic having regard to the success of the pilot
project which had been in operation since 1 July 1985.

101/85

DISPOSAL OF 0.15 ACRES OF LAND AT BALUNACOR WEST,
DUNGANSTOWN, CO WICKLOW

The following Report No. 15/1985 was submitter

Our Board owns a 1.1 acre site at Barndarrig/Ballinacor West (Ounganstown)
Co Wicklow.

The land was acquired by the Guardians of the Poor of the Rathdrum Union in
1904 and is held by the Board in fee simple. The old Dispensary Residence and
lands attached (approximately one acre of land) have been sold to Dr C P 
Bermingham.
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Our Board has obtained outline planning permission for the erection of a health
centre on part of the land.

Wicklow County Council, as the Sanitary Authority for the area, have now
applied to our Board to purchase portion of the Board's site for the purpose of
erecting a reservoir.

The area required for the erection of the reservoir is equal to 0.15 acres and
marked 'A' on drawing No. 987.1 attached. Right of way is required over the
portion and marked 'A' to 'B' .

The sum of money offered by the Council for the said lands, £150.00 is
reasonable. The proposed siting of the reservoir does not interfere with our
Board's plans to erect a hearth centre on the site.

I propose, subject to the sanction of the Minister for Health, to sell the 0.15
acres of lands to Wicklow County Council for the sum of £150.00.

This report is submitted in accordance with the requirements of Section 83 of
the Local Government Act 1946.

Section 83 provides that at the first meeting of the Eastern Health Board held
after the expiration of this report the Board may resolve that the disposal of the
property as proposed shall not be carried out or that it shall be carried out in
accordance with the terms specified in the resolution. If the Board resolve that
the disposal shall not be carried out, it shall not be carried out. If, on the other
hand, the Board does not pass a resolution as to the manner in which the
disposal shall be carried out, the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister
for Health, be carried out in the manner set out above.

On a proposal by Cllr Murphy, seconded by Cllr Hickey, it was agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the report.

102/85

TEMPORARY BORROWING

The following Report No. 16/1985 was submitted:

At meeting held on 6 June 1985 the Board consented to the temporary
borrowing by way of overdraft up to an overall limit of £1.5 million during the
quarter ending on 30 September 1985.

As similar overdraft accommodation may be required during the December
quarter 1985, I request that the Board consents to the borrowing by way of
overdraft during the three months to 31 December 1985 to a maximum of
£1.5 million.

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the Report.

103/85

ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE 1985

The following Report of the Working Group which met on 20 August
1986 was submitted:

The Working Group appointed to monitor the Board's expenditure in the
context of our allocation for non-capital expenditure 1985 met on 20 August
1985 to review our experience during the six months to 30 June 1985.
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The Working Group considered our expenditure under two heads:

(1) the General Medical Services administered on behalf of our Board by
the General Medical Services (Payments) Board;

(2) services  directly administered by our Board.

Of the total allocation of £ 180.82m.. £25.08m was provided to fund the
General Medical Services (Payments) Board. In the six months to 30 June
1985 the proportion of the expenditure of the GMS (Payments) Board
attributable to the Eastern Health Board area exceeded budget by £1.884m. It
is expected that the expenditure for the full year will exceed the budget
allocation by at least £2.5m. In considering this situation the Working Group
made three specific points:

Firstly, the GMS expenditure should be a charge on the entire Eastern
Health Board area.

Secondly, our Board should not be held accountable for over-runs in a 
service over which it has no control.

Thirdly, our Board is concerned that the same controls which apply to
other aspects of the health services do not apply to the GMS.

I have drawn the attention of the Secretary. Department of Health, to these
points.

The expenditure and income on the services directly administered by our Board
was as follows:

Pay

Non-Pay

Gross Expenditure

Income

Net Expenditure

Expenditure

£000

41,769

41,707

83.476

5.582

77.894

Budget

£000

40.910

42.933

83.843

5.828

78.015

Variance

£000

859

1,226

367

246

121

over budget

under budget

under budget

under budget

under budget

In framing our budget for 1985, based on the allocation made by the Minister
for Health, our original requirements were reduced by £5.35m (£2.472m pay
and £1.878m non-pay).

In making these reductions we were guided by three major policies adopted by
our Board, viz:

firstly, we should maintain services for those whose health and welfare
was most at risk;

secondly, we should move the delivery of health care services, where
possible and practicable, from institutional settings to community;

thirdly, we should maintain basic staff employment to the greatest
possible extent.
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Therefore, our basic objective was to reduce expenditure by improving
efficiency wherever possible,  with minimum impact on the quality or level of
our services. We established a target  figure of £2.472m for  pay costs, to be
achieved by reducing expenditure on premium payments, overtime,,
substitutes, etc. From our experience in the first six months it is clear that we
shall not reach this target. In fact, present indications are that we shall exceed
our pay budget by about £1.8m.

Our non-pay expenditure was under budget by £1.2m at 30 June 1985. This
figure is subject to some modification as certain annual payments were not
made before 30 June. The mein savings were in the Community Care
Programme where the demands on some schemes were less than anticipated.
It would, however, be unrealistic to expect this trend to continue to the end of
the year. Indeed, already there are indications that demands are increasing. All
we can say at this stage is that we may have a saving in non-pay expenditure at
the end of the yeer of about £1 m. While our income in the first six months of
the yeer is somewhat less than the target, we estimate that the annual figure
should reach the amount budgeted.

Our net expenditure on our own services is thus expected to exceed the
budget, as adjusted by special approved increases, by .8 to £ 1m. This would
leave a total shortfall of £3.5m.

The Working Group considered that this matter should be discussed with the
Minister as soon as possible, with particular reference to our Board's special
responsibilities in the Community Care area. As the matter was urgent they
requested that I write at once to the Department of Health setting out our
concern about the situation. I attach a copy of my letter to the Department, in
response to this request.

With reference to the expenditure of the General Medical Services (Payments)
Board, the Chief Executive Officer informed the members that he had been
advised that the Department of Health had agreed to fund the projected
shortfall in the budget for the General Medical Services (Payments) Board.

Following a discussion to which Dr Hawkins, Mr Beale, Mrs Clune, Cllrs
De Rossa, Mrs Fitzgerald, Mrs Bonar, Cllrs Dr Fitzpatrick and Hickey
contributed, the report was noted.

104/86

APPUCATION BY DR BRIAN MAGUIRE, CORRIB, AUGHBOURA, ATHY, CO KILDARE
FOR PERMISSION TO TAKE ON AN ASSISTANT WITH A VIEW TO PARTNERSHIP

The following Report No. 17/1985 was submitted:

Dr Brian F Maguire, Corrib, Aughboura, Athy, Co Kildare is participating in our
Board's General Practitioner Service. He has a large list of eligible persons and
his practice premises are:

Fontstown Health Centre and Athy Health Centre.

(1) Fontstown Health Centre

(2) Athy Health Centre

In his letter of 10 January 1985 he expressed a wish to take on an assistant
with a view to partnership.

In accordance with paragraph 21 of the circular letter 8/75 dated 9 April 1975
issued by the Department of Hearth, the Irish Medical Organisation were asked
for their observations on Dr Maguire's request. The Medical Organisation have
stated that they have no objection to Dr Maguire's proposal.
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I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Dr Maguire's
application for an assistant with a view to partnership be granted. The doctor
will be selected either from the existing National Panel of Assistants/Partners or
by interview following public advertisement.

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Mrs Clune, it  was agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the report.

105/85

REPORTS OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEES

(i) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs Bonar, seconded by Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, it 
was agreed to adopt the report.

The Chairman referred to Mrs Clune's request for a report on the
maternity unit at Athy and Prof Doyle's request for a report on facilities
for the treatment of those suffering from AIDS etc. and stated that the
reports would be presented at a meeting of the General Hospital
Committee.

(ii) Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Groome, it was
agreed to adopt the report.

(iii) Community Care Committee 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Hickey, it was
agreed  to adopt the report.

106/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The report of the Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 19 July 1985 was
noted.

107/85

CORRESPONDENCE

Letter dated 7 August 1985 (Circular No. SA 5/85) from the Department of
Social Welfare regarding the National Fuel Scheme for 1985/1986, copies of
which were circulated, was noted.

The meeting concluded at 9.30 pm

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer

Chairman
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(§§) EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Thursday 3 October 1985 at 6.00 pm.

PRESENT

Mr F Beale
Cl lr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TD
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr P De Rossa TD
Prof J S Doyle
Cllr B J Durkan TD
Sen A FitzGerald
Ald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Cllr W J Harvey
Dr M Henry
Cllr F Hynes
Dr P McCarthy
Dr B O'Herlihy
Cllr J Sweeney

Apologies
Ald B Ahern TD, Mr N Andrews TD

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer
Mr T P Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr J Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care
Mr S O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr L Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat

Dr J D Behan
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely 
Mrs D Clune
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Mr P Finegan
Cllr E Fitzgerald
Cllr A Groome
Dr R Hawkins
Cllr P Hickey
Dr D I Keane
Cllr C Murphy
Cllr J Reilly
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108/85
CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chainnan votes of sympathy were passed with the
following:

(i) the family of the late P J Burke, a former member of the Board and a 
former Chairman of the Dublin Health Authority to whom the Chain of
Office had been presented by Mr Matt Gallagher in 1967.

(ii) Miss Marie Mooney, Section Officer, General Hospital Care, on the
death of her mother.

The Chief Executive Officer on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff,
associated himself with the votes of sympathy.

109/85
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS

(i) The Chairman, on his own behalf and on behalf of the members,
congratulated Professor Doyle on his appointment as a member of
Comhairle na nOspideal.

Cllr Carroll, in associating himself with the Chairman's congratulations
to Professor Doyle, stated that, in light of the large number of voluntary
hospitals in the Eastern Health Board area providing services for our
Board and the entire country, and the fact that our Board was
statutorily responsible for services for such a large population, he was
very disappointed that the Minister had failed to appoint either of our
Board's nominees to An Comhairle.

(ii) The Chairman informed the members that a special meeting of the
Community Care Committee would be held in Emmet House on 11
October 1985 at 11.00 am and of the Special Hospital Committee in
St Brendan's Hospital on 21 October 1985 at 1.00 pm.

110/85
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
HELD ON 5 SEPTEMBER 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 September 1985, having been
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded
by Mrs Clune.

111/85
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Mrs Dillon-Byrne, seconded by Prof. Doyle, it was agreed
to answer the questions which had been lodged.

Questions

(1) Cllr l Callely 

'To ask if there are any plans to renovate the fire damaged Marino
Health Centre building and

(i) What is the total cost of the temporary buildings to date?

(ii) Was there full insurance cover on the premises and contents?

Reply

Fire damaged the Marino Health Centre in March 1983. Prior to the fire our
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Board was considering the need to extend, improve and upgrade the
accommodation at the Centre. Consequent on the fire damage it was decided,
on technical advice, to re-build the Health Centre. The estimated cost of a new
building based on the needs of the area, is £325,000 at current prices. The
proposal is being examined in the light of likely availability of capital funds and
in this context it may be necessary to build the new Centre in phases.

The total cost of purchasing and equipping the temporary building amounted to
£20,000. These will be available for re-use or sale in due course.

The premises and contents were adequately insured.

(2) MrFBeale 

To indicate:

(a) The policy of the Board towards the overcrowding in St Brendan's
Psychiatric Hospital and what arrangements have been made, if any, to
relieve the situation.

(b) The status and function of the Tolco Co., Ltd., within the Eastern
health Board and its relationship to the Psychiatric Services.

Reply

(a) Our Board has been very concerned over a long period regarding the
overcrowding in St Brendan's Hospital, the physical fabric of the
buildings and particularly in the fire hazards.

In this regard our Board has formally adopted a policy which is designed
to reduce St Brendan's to a 300 bed hospital with beds sited
exclusively on the west side.

Implementing the Board's policy will involve the provision of ten 32
bed units throughout the community and four 25 bed units on St
Brendan's Campus itself.

In light of the Board's policy in the matter and the fact that wards 3b, If,
10a and 10b are overcrowded our Board's staff has been instructed
not to admit to these wards patients in numbers in excess of the
approved complements. It may in fact be necessary to transfer some
patients to St Ita's. However, in the last year the patient population in
St Brendan's has been reduced from 998 to 962 persons.

It is our objective to have building work started on the first two units
early in 1986.

(b) In 1975 Tolco Ltd., was established by the Board to provide hostel and
rehabilitation services for persons requiring such services. It is a limited
company under the aegis of the Special Hospital Care Programme and
under the supervision of the Programme Manager.

The persons served by Tolco are in the main those who have been
discharged from the psychiatric services and who need support to
remain within the community.
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(3) Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 

"Will the Chief Executive Officer report on what arrangements have been made
to ensure that children suffering from long-term illnesses or handicaps who
have their green books- withdrawn in favour of a medical card can receive their
special drugs, appliances, special foods, etc. without inconvenience, and on a 
seven day basis'.

Reply

Section 45 of the Health Act 1 9 7 0 states as follows:

" 4 5 - (1) A person in either of the following categories shall have full
eligibility for the services under this Part -

(a) adult persons unable without undue hardship to arrange general
practitioner medical and surgical services for themselves and their
dependants,

(b) dependants of the persons referred to in paragraph (a)'.

Persons establishing eligibility under this Section are granted a medical card.

Persons who suffer from one or more of the illnesses so prescribed by the
Department of Health are entitled to benefit under Section 59 (3) of the 1 9 7 0
Health Act;

' 5 9 - (3) A health board may make arrangements for the supply without
charge of drags, medicines or medical and surgical appliances to persons
suffering from a prescribed disease or disability of a permanent or long-term
nature'.

Therefore, persons who suffer from a prescribed long-term illness and who are
eligible to hold a medical card have the additional benefit of a free family doctor
service. Persons not eligible to receive a medical card are issued with a long-
term illness booklet to enable them to obtain the required drugs and appliances.

Long-term iHnees booklets have been withdrawn from some persons in our area
who previously held both a medical card and a long-term illness booklet and in
instances where persons holding long-term illness booklets were found to be
eligible for a medical card.

It is not intended that any change in the arrangements should result in any
disadvantage to any person. If a person suffering from a long-term illness, who
holds a medical card, is prescribed any treatment which is not available through
the GMS, arrangements are made for the supply of such items to that person.

Where any difficulty may have occurred or where the eligibility of any person to
either service is questioned the matter should be referred at once to the
Programme Manager, Community Care.

The cost of drugs to our Board varies considerably as between the schemes.

Under the Long-Term lllnes Scheme our Board pays the retail price of the drugs
plus a dispensing fee. In the GMS Scheme the cost of drugs to our Board is the
wholesale ingredient cost plus the dispensing fee.
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(4) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 

'Is there a mechanism whereby the Eastern Health Board is satisfied that all
doctors in their employment are paid up members of a Medical Defence
Organisation'.

Reply

Each doctor employed by our Board must submit satisfactory documentary
evidence of current registration with a Medical Defence Organisation.

(5) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 

T h a t the Chief Executive Officer investigate the possibility of combining the
Community General Nursing and the Community Psychiatric Nursing Services,
and report the result of your findings to the Health Board'.

Reply

I propose to investigate the matter raised in the question and to report to the
Board in due course.

(6) Cllr I Callely 

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer if there are any plans in the Eastern Health
Board area on the spread of the new disease 'Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome'.

(i) to diagnose and care for the people with the disease;

(ii) to prevent new people from getting it;

(iii) to educate people regarding this disease'.

Reply

(i) It is expected that most cases of AIDS will be diagnosed at Sexually
Transmitted Diseases Clinics in general hospitals. All general hospitals
are alert to the condition. Apart from AIDS itself there is a related
condition known as AIDS Related Complex (ARC). These conditions are
unlikely to be missed in an acute hospital setting.

These conditions can be treated in a general hospital. There is no
hazard to staff provided they take reasonable precautions.
Diagnostic blood specimens can be examined at several laboratories,
e.g. the Virology Department, UCD., the Mater Hospital, St James's
Hospital.

(ii) All blood donors are about to be screened for AIDS, i.e. all blood
donations taken will be examined for presence of virus.

Blood derivatives which may be contaminated with virus, e.g. Factor 8 
for haemophilia, are now being heat-treated and are, therefore, safe.
The Blood Transfusion Board is planning to make its own Factor 8.

AIDS can be spread in the same manner as Hepatitis B. Therefore the
campaign against drug abuse will also help to curb the spread of AIDS.

(iii) The Department of Health and the Health Education Bureau are working
jointly on a national programme on AIDS. The aim of the programme is
to alert the public in a balanced way about the dangers of AIDS and to
avoid unnecessary worry and concern in the community. It is expected
that there will be a special programme on the condition on the 'Today
Tonight' programme next week.
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The Health Education Bureau has assisted in the production of a leaflet
on AIDS aimed at the homosexual population, most of whom are
already aware of the risk the disease poses to them.

(7) Cllr I Callely 

'Due to the large number of insects/midgets and the problems that arose (bites,
etc.), during August, especially in the North-Dublin area, could the Eastern
Health Board prevent any such re-occurence'.

Reply
For a long time mosquitoes have been a problem in particular areas.

Approximately five years ago Professor Goodhue of Trinity College was asked
to advise as to how their numbers could be reduced. He carried out a survey of
the Malahide area and he identified the main locations where mosquitoes laid
their eggs. These were:

(1) the estuary at Barrackhill;

(2) two wells in the Malahide Castle Estate;

(3) a well in the vicinity of the Gun Club.

Mosquitoes will of course lay their eggs in any still or stagnant water, so that
any pool in the garden of a house, or even a water barrel, or the gutters of a 
house if water lodges in them, can become potential breeding places for these
insects.

Each summer the locations listed above are sprayed with Kerosene at monthly
intervals,  but owing to the continuous rainfall this year it was likely that the
spraying process was not as effective as in previous years.

I may mention here, that on two occasions this summer, after these spraying
operations, we had complaints from local residents who had asthma that the
smell of the spray was causing them to have asthmatic attacks.

Dr Goodhue has recently expressed the opinion that it was midgets rather than
mosquitoes which were causing most of the trouble to local residents.
Unfortunately little can be done to curb local midge populations as they breed
and multiply in wet soil, and this summer the soil was continuously wet.

112/85
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted
by the Board:

(i) Home for Incapacitated Persons Regulations 1985 

'I have circulated to the members of our Board a copy of letter dated 26
September 1985 from the Department of Health enclosing the Homes
for Incapacitated Persons Regulations 1985 which came into effect on
1 October 1985'.

(ii) Family Planning Services 
'I have circulated to the members of our Board a copy of Department of
Hearth Circular No. 13/1985 on family planning services regarding the
coming into operation on 1 October 1985 of the Health (Family
Planning) (Amendment) Act 1985' .
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(iii) National Fuel Scheme 1985- 1986 
'At the September meeting of our Board members noted letter dated 7 
August 1985 from the Department of Social Welfare on whose behalf
we administer the National Fuel Scheme.
A query regarding the adequacy of the increase in the weekly value of
the Fuel Allowance from £4 to £5 was referred to the Department of
Social Welfare. A copy of their reply of 30 September is attached for
the information of members'.

(iv) Mental Handicap Project at Loughlinstown 
'I have circulated to the members a copy of letter dated 2 October
1985, from the Private Secretary to the Minister for Health, which was
received today, in response to our Board's request to the Minister to
receive a deputation from our Board as agreed at our September
meeting'.

In relation to the National Fuel Scheme Dr Behan's proposal that
the Law Agent be asked to get Counsel's opinion on certain
aspects of the Fuel Scheme was agreed.

Following a discussion on the correspondence with the
Department of Health regarding the Planning of the Mental
Handicap Centre at Loughlinstown to which Cllrs Carroll, Hickey,
Mrs Fitzgerald, Durkan, De Rossa, Dunne, Reilly, Murphy, Hynes,
Dr Behan, Dr McCarthy and Prof Doyle contributed and to which
the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed, on a proposal
by Dr Behan, to write again to the Department of Health
requesting the Minister to receive a deputation as proposed by
the Board, with the addition of Cllr Carroll who had been
inadvertantly omitted from the original deputation.

Following a discussion on the Homes for Incapacitated Persons
Regulations 1985 to which Cllrs Mrs Fitzgerald, Briscoe, Dunne,
Ald FitzGerald, Drs O'Herlihy and Henry contributed. It was
agreed to refer the Regulations to the General Hospital Care
Committee for examination.

In relation to Circular No. 13/1985 regarding Family Planning
Services, which it was agreed should be considered by the
Community Care Committee, it was noted that a statement of the
Board's plans should be prepared end submitted to the
Department of Health not later than 15 November 1985.

113/85
APPOINTMENT OF TWO MEMBERS
OF THE M.A.N.C.H. COUNCIL

The following Report No. 18/1985 wes submitted:
The MANCH Council is the Sub-Committee of the Central Council of the
Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals which deals with matters relating to the
Meath, Adelaide and National Children's Hospitals and the eventual transfer of
the services from those hospitals to Tallaght Hospital.

Our Board has been requested to nominate two of our five representatives on
the Central Council of the Federation to represent our Board on the MANCH
Council. Our representatives on the Central Council are:

Dr J D Behan
Cllr Mrs O Bennett 

Cllr I Callely
Cllr W Harvey
Dr R Hawkins

The nominations of the two representatives is a matter for the Board.
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Cllr W Harvey was proposad by Cllr Hickey and aaeondad by Mrs Clune.

Cllr Mrs O. Bennett was proposed by Mrs Clune and seconded by Cllr Callely

There being no other nominations the appointment of Cilrs Harvey and
Mrs Bennett to represent our Board on the M.A.N.C.H. Council was agreed

114/85
APPOINTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENT COMMUNITY
WELFARE OFFICER AS A MEMBER OF THE
DUBLIN COUNTY LOCAL COMMITTEE

Tha following Report No. 19/1985 was submitted:

A vacancy exists on the Dublin County Local Committee for a Superintendent
Community Welfare Officer due to the retirement of the existing appointee.

Mr Stephen Cummins, Superintendent Community Welfare Officer, whose area
includes South-West County Dublin, including Tallaght, is recommended for
appointment by the Board.

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Prof Doyle, the proposal
contained in the report • 

115/85
REPORTS OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEES

(i) General Hospital Committee 
On a proposal by Dr O'Herlihy it was agreed to adopt the report.

(it) Special Hospital Committee 
On a proposal by Mrs Clune it was agreed to adopt the report.

(iii) Community Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll it was agreed to adopt the report.

116/85
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

(i) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee Meeting held on 10 September '85. 
On a proposal by Cllr Harvey it was agreed to note the report.

(ii) Dublin County Local Committee Meeting held on 12 September '85. 
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll it was agreed to note the report.

117/85
NOTICES OF MOTION

(i) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald:

'That the Board discuss whether the development of two Liver 
Transplant Units in the Board's area is justified, while more basic 
medical and support services remain underdeveloped'. 

Cllr Mrs Fitzgereld referred to the two Liver Transplant Units and
said that the establishment of a third unit had been mentioned.
She wondered should more money be spent on preventive
medicine and suggested that there should be a balance between
treatment in this country and treatment abroad. She was not
arguing against having on   e  L iver  Transplant  Uni t .
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Following a dlscussion to which Dr Henry, Cllr De Rossa, Dr
O'Herlihy, Dr Behan, Mr Beale and Prof Doyle contributed, the
Chief Executive Officer said that it was of importance that the
fundamental issues raised for modern high technology medicine
were publicly debated. He believed that this was the first
occasion upon which a statutory authority had publicly debated
the issue in which major decisions were now being made. These
decisions involved the allocation of very substantial health
resources. These resources were now declining absolutely and
sooner, rather than later, choices would have to be made. It was
not even possible to plan a co-ordinated development of health
services in the Eastern Health Board area as no structures existed
to enable this to be done.

(ii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald:

'That it should be normal procedure for this Board's Officers to seek 
accounts from any voluntary body grant-aided by this Board'. 

The motion waa seconded by Cllr Mrs Dillon-Byrne and following
a discussion to which Cllrs Mrs Fitzgerald, Mrs Dillon-Byrne,
Dunne, De Rossa, Murphy, Mrs Bonar and Dr Behan contributed,
the Chief Executive Officer stated that all large organisations and
those whose annual grant exceeds £5,000 submit audited
statements of accounts at the end of each year and that, in the
case of smaller organisations whose grants are less than £5,000
a year, a statement of accounts certified by the Chairman and
Hon. Treasurer is sought and received. The same considerations
apply to all the organisations in receipt of Section 65 grants.

Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald said mat she was glad to have the Chief
Executive Officer's assurance. The members accepted the
practice being followed in the Board's funding of voluntary
organisations and the motion was, accordingly, agreed.

(iii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Durkan and seconded by
Cllr Dunne:

'That this Board would consider and report on the prospect of providing 
a permanent Health Centre at Castledermot, Co Kildare'. 

Mr Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care Service gave
details of the search for a suitable site. Cllr Durkan's request for a 
full report was agreed.

The meeting concluded at 8.30 pm

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer

Chairman  
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118/85

CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the
following:

(1) Mr Niall Andrews, TD, on the death of his father.

(2) Mr Tom Brady, Chief Ambulance Officer, on the death of his mother.

(3) Mrs Phil Rennick, Ward Sister, Cherry Orchard Hospital, on the death of
her husband.

(4) Mr Philip Heather, Gate Porter, Cherry Orchard Hospital, on the death
of his mother.

(5) The family of the late Mrs Ross, Ward Sister, Clonskeagh Hospital.

119/85

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS
The Chairman informed the members that it was proposed to hold the
December meeting of our Board on Thursday 12 December 1985 at 6 pm, and
that a meeting of the Working Group on the Budget would be held on 22
November 1985 at 11.30 am in St Mary's Hospital.

120/85

C O N F I R M A T I O N OF  MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING
HELD ON 3 OCTOBER 1985

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 October 1985, having been circulated,
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Keane.

(a) Matters arising from the Minutes 
Cllr Durkan referred to the motion on Page 96 regarding the provision
of a permanent health centre at Castledermot, Co Kildare and
requested a report on the cost of acquiring a.house adjacent to the
existing health centre showing the cost of conversion of the premises
to a health centre and a comparison with the cost of the original site.

121/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to
answer the questions which had been lodged.

Questions
(1) Cllr Mrs J Dillon-Byrne 

How is the Eastern Health Board dealing with the disease AIDS and what
finance has been allocated to this service?

Reply
In reply to a question at our last Board meeting particular aspects of the
response from the health services within our area were given.
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Specifically, the Eastern Health Board has been involved with the authorities of
FDVH/St James's Hospital and the Mater Hospital respectively in a review of
STD clinic requirements, particularly medical staffing. Two new consultant
appointments are proposed, i.e. joint appointments between the hospital
authorities concerned and our Board.

Funding for one post (i.e. that at St James's) has already been approved by the
Minister for Health and funding approval for the second post is under active
consideration.

With regard to prevention measures and the question of health  education and
public information generally these aspects are currently being reviewed and a 
further report will be sumitted to the Board at an early date on programmes of
action considered necessary in our Boards area.

(2)        C//rP Dunne 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer:

(a) To furnish the details of the new regulations for Private Nursing Homes
announced by the Minister for Health.

(b) To report on the implications of the new regulations for the Eastern
Health Board under the following headings:

(i) Cost of providing the services

(ii) Number  of staff required to carry out inspections

(iii) Has the Department of Health made a commitment to finance
the enforcement of the regulations?

Reply
(a) A copy of the new regulations has been circulated to each Board

Member.

(b) The implications of the new regulations for our Board are being
reviewed in detail with the Directors of Community Care and, as
indicated in report dated 17 October 1985 to the General Hospital
Committee, a further report will be made to that Committee when this
review is completed.

The Committee's report will then be put before the Board for
consideration.

(3) Cllr P De Rossa. TD

To give details of the method of calculating the means of applicants for DPMA
and Mobility Allowance with specific reference to income limits, allowances
and excluded income.

Reply
Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowance 



100

Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowances are paid under Section 69 of Health
Act 1 9 7 0 and various regulations made there. Section 69 provides for the
payment of maintenance allowances to disabled persons over 16 years of age,
where neither the person or the person's spouse (if any) is able to provide for
his/her maintenance.

Article 4 of the Regulations introduced in 1 9 8 4 specifies that in determining
the amount of a maintenance allowance for a particular person, a health board
shall have regard to the income of that person, the spouse of that person and all
persons in respect of whom that person claims.

The only income which is excluded when assessing an application is Children's
Allowance paid by the Department of Social Welfare and Domiciliary Care
Allowance (for handicapped children) paid by the Health Board.

The maximum rates of DPMA are:

Single £ 4 1 . 5 5 per week
Increase for adult dependent £ 2 3 . 6 0 per week

Increase for child dependent
1st £ 8 .35
2nd £ 9 .55
3 to 5 £ 7 .40 each
6 & over 6 £ 5 .90 each

Mobility Allowance 

Mobility Allowances are paid under Section 61 of the Health Act 1 9 7 0 .

A Mobility Allowance is payable, subject to a means test, to severely
handicapped persons. The means test is similiar to that applied to applicants f c 
DPMA.

The current allowance is £320 per annum.

(4) Cllr Dr 0 Fitzpatrick

To examine St Laurence's Hospital and grounds with a view to relocating
Eastern Health Board headquarters there, and report back to the Board.

Reply
St Laurence's Hospital has been examined by our Board's Architectural
Advisors who have indicated that the cost of converting the building to an
acceptable level of safe and useful usage would be approximately £1.5m
( 1 9 8 2 prices).

At the end of the day we would still not have a building of suitable and
economical utility and design.

Our Board is the only Health Board without a suitable headquarters. To remedy
this our Board decided on the site on the St.Brendan's Campus and work on the
development of this project is at an advanced stage.

(5) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 

What is proposed for the Eastern Health Board site at Kildonan Road, (Mellowes
Road, Mellowes Avenue, end) Finglas?
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Reply
The Board has acquired this site for the development of day care services f or
the elderly and handicapped of the Finglas area when funds become available
for this purpose. This site is considered ideal for the Board's purposes as it is
centrally situated and is convenient to shops, church, and public transport. The
proposed centre will cater for thirty to forty people.

(6) Cllr P De Rossa, TD

To ask if the Board would enter negotiations with Mr Nicky McLoughlin, 12
Baikhill Park, Howth who represents the swimmers who use the Fitzgibbons
Bathing Place, Howth with a view to restoring safe access and use of this
traditional bathing area.

Reply
The Fitzgibbon Bathing Place is situated off Balscadden Road near Kilrock
House and is owned by the Board. Access to the Bathing Race is by way of a 
piece of ground attached to Kilrock House, and is separated from the main
grounds by the roadway. It consists of rock cliff and grass covered area,
sloping to the seashore at very steep angles.

Access to the bathing place was by way of an opening in the road boundary
wall. Concern was expressed for the safety of children who might wander onto
our property through the opening. It was decided on legal advice that a locked
gate with a notice warning of the dangerous nature of the area should be
provided.

The site is of no practical value to our Board, and we do not have the authority
to provide or maintain bathing facilities.

i have indicated to Dublin Corporation, the appropriate statutory authority, that
I would be prepared to recommend to the Board that we transfer the property
to them. It would be inappropriate to negotiate otherwise in the interim.

A map of the facility is attached for your information.
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(7) Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer how many chi ldren in the Board's area are:

(a) in long-term care

(b) in short-term foster care

(c) in day foster care

(d) in insti tut ional chi ld care

and the numbers coming into such care in the last year.

Reply

Numbers of Children 

At 30 Aug '85

Coming in to
care during

1984

In long term 
foster cere 

469

110

In short term 
foster cere 

67

309

In dey 
foster cere 

34

79

In institutional 
cere

422

397

Members wil l be aware of our Board's Fostering Resource Group which was set
up in 1977 to develop practice in relation to foster placements. Placement
plans are also scrutinised by a specialist placement group consisting of social
work, administrative and other officers before f inal decisions are made.

The number of removals f rom short-term to other care is minimal: these
removals and their causes are also scrutinised by the placement group.

1 2 2 / 8 5

C H I E F EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

(i) Tallaght Hospital Board 
'The term of office of Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, General
Hospital Care on the Tallaght Hospital Board wi l l expire on 22 February
1986 .

We have been requested by the Department of Health to forward two
names for consideration by the Minister for Health.

In accordance wi th the usual practice this matter wi l l be on the agenda
for the December meeting of our Board. '

(ii) Loughlinstown Project for the Mentally Handicapped 
The Chief Executive Officer read the fo l lowing letter dated 7 November
1985 which had been received f rom the Private Secretary to the
Minister for Health:

'Barry Desmond, TD Minister for Health & Social Welfare has asked me 
to refer to previous correspondence concerning the Loughlinstown 
Project for the Mentally Handicapped and to say that he is prepared to 
attend a meeting of the Health Board in order to present his views on 
this matter to the entire Board. 
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7

/ would be grateful if you would contact me so that the necessary 
arrangements can be made.' 

The members agreed that a special meeting of our Board should be
arranged at which the Minister for Health could present his views.

123/85

REPORTS OF PROGRAMME COMMITTEES

(i) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr O'Heriihy it was agreed to adopt the  report.

Following a discussion to which Dr O'Heriihy, Mrs Clune, Prof
McCormick, Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald and Dr Hawkins contributed and
to which Mr Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care,
replied, the members agreed with Dr O'Herlihy's suggestion that a 
letter of protest should be sent to Radio Telefis Eireann asking that
the suggestion mat there were 'cosy arrangements' in the matter of
nursing home inspections should be retracted or, alternatively, that
facts and figures should be produced in support of the allegation.

(ii) Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Groome, it was agreed to adopt the report.

Dr McCarthy referred to the meeting held at Sunbeam House, Bray on
10 October 1985 and requested that the level of the grant made by the
Board should be re-examined.

Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald requested a report on the payment of Disabled
Person Maintenance Allowances to residents in Sunbeam House.

Following a discussion on the draft report 'Proposed Development of a 
Community Based Adult Psychiatric Service' to which Cllr Groome,
Mrs Fitzgerald, Prof McCormick, Mr Beale, Dr Behan, Mrs Clune, Cllr
Dunne, Dr McCarthy, Cllr Hynes, Mr Finegan, Ald Ahern, Cllr Callely, Dr
Fitzpatrick, Cllr Durkan, Ald FitzGerald, Cllr Harvey, Deputy Andrews,
Cllr De Rossa and Cllr Carroll contributed and to which Prof Browne,
Chief Psychiatrist, Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital
Care and the Chief Executive Officer replied, the following motion was
proposed oy Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, and seconded by Prof McCormick:

'That the Special Hospital Committee prepare an in-depth report on the 
implementation of the report 'Planning for the Future' giving, so far as 
is possible, costings and a timescale for implementation, and 
examining the feasibility of pilot projects to ensure that any snags in 
the implementation of a community based psychiatric service are 
ironed out at an early stage; and that, in order to assist in the preparation 
of such report, the Committee should consult with staff presently 
working in the psychiatric services, with the Directors of Community 
Care and all other relevant interests'. 

Dr O'Herlihy's amendment, which was seconded by Cllr Dunne, that
the Special Hospital Committee should present an interim report to the
Board at an early date before getting down to the task of working out
costings, a timescale for implementation and the feasibility of pilot
projects, was agreed.
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Cllr Carroll stated that he wished to propose a vote of confidence in the
Chief Executive Officer. His proposal was seconded by Cllr Groome and
agreed.

(iii) Community Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to adopt the report.

Following a discussion on the Report of the General Medical
Services (Payments) Board 1984 to which Dr Hawkins, Mrs
Bonar, Dr McCarthy, Dr O'Herlihy, Professor Doyle, Cllrs Callely,
Mrs Fitzgerald, Briscoe and Dunne contributed, it was agreed to
convey to the Department of Health, Prof Doyle's suggestion that
a group should be established to examine ways and means of
having drugs provided at the most economic cost for those who
need them.

Cllr Callely requested a report on the savings which would accrue
to our Board if the various measures proposed regarding, for
example, the restoration of some items to the GMS list, greater
use of generic prescribing, the introduction of nominal charges
for prescriptions and the introduction of repeat prescriptions for
medical card holders were implemented. Cllr Callely also
enquired regarding the savings which had been made out of the
p a r e l l e l  i m p o r t  d r u g s .

124/85

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES

The report of the foltowina Local Committee meetings having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 20 September 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was
agreed to note the report.

(ii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 10 October 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Callely, it was
agreed to note the report.

(iii) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 10 October 1985 

On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was
agreed to note the report.

On a proposal of the Chairman, it was agreed to adjourn the
remainder of the agenda to the December meeting.

The meeting concluded at 9.15 pm

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer
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126/85

CONDOLENCES

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the
husband and family of Mrs Maureen Stack, Staff Nurse, St Columcille's
Hospital, Loughlinstown, and with Mrs Theresa Smith, Telephonist, 1 James's
Street on the death of her husband.

126/85

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS

The Chairman informed the members that a special meeting of our Board would
be held on Monday 16 December 1985 at 5 pm at which the Minister for
Health would present his views on the Loughlinstown Project for the Mentally
Handicapped.

The members agreed with the Chairman's suggestion that the January meeting
of our Board should be held on Thursday 9 January 1986 at 6 pm.

The Chairman informed the members that Mrs Maria Byrne, Assistant Matron,
Bru Chaoimhin, has been successful in reaching the final of the Nurse of the
Year Award which will be held on 2 January 1986. The members wished Mrs
Byrne every success in the final.

The Chairman also informed the members that Mr T Keyes, Programme
Manager,  Special Hospital Care would be on leave for a year from 1 February
1986 during which time he would act as Executive Consultant to the Blood
Transfusion Service Board.

The members wished Mr Keyes every success in his assignment.

127/85

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 7 NOVEMBER 1985

Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on 7 November 1985, having
been circulated, was proposed by Cllr Carroll, and seconded by Dr Hawkins.

(a) Matters arising from the Minutes 
Dr Behan stated that, in his view, the minutes were incorrect and
incomplete in a few places. The members agreed to his request that he
be allowed to table for the January meeting his understanding of what
would be a correct minute of the meeting.

128/85

QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to
answer the ojwestions which had bean lodged.

(1) Cllr Mrs J Dillon-Byrne 

'What rent is the Board receiving from the Institute of Clinical
Pharmacology placed in the grounds of St James's Hospital?
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Reply

On 22 September 1980 a formal agreement was entered into between
our Board and the Biological and Medical Research Institute for the
leasing of a site on the grounds of St James's Hospital for a period of
ninety years.

The agreement included the following provision:

'The Institute shall pay the yearly rent of £50 per annum in respect of 
the said premises. Such rent shall be altered to such yearly sum as shall 
be agreed between the Health Board and the Institute to be payable as 
from the commencement of the twenty-first year of the term of the 
lease. The said altered rent shall not exceed £100 per annum.' 

Clause 8 of the agreement provided for the transfer of the Biological
and Medical Research Institute's right to an 'accredited successor' and
in this context our Board at a meeting held on 1 April 1982 consented
to the proposed transfer of the interest of Biological and Medical
Research Institute in the agreement to the Institute of Clinical
Pharmacology Ltd.

The proposed transfer requires the sanction of the Minister for Health.

Cllr I Callely 

'Is the Eastern Health Board encouraging and promoting the flu
vaccine, especially due to the terrible epidemic of flu close to this island
last year?'

Reply

Each autumn our Board purchases a supply of flu vaccine from
suppliers who have submitted acceptable quotations. This autumn
approximately £55,000 worth of vaccine was purchased for use
throughout the health board area. This provides approximately 18,000
doses of the vaccine, all of which was distributed to family doctors.
The vaccine is issued free of charge on the understanding that it will be
administered to persons for whom flu would constitute a special risk,
i.e. middle aged or elderly persons who may be chronically ill with
bronchitis or heart disease, or elderly persons if the family doctor
considered vaccination was indicated for any reason.

In addition to the vaccine mentioned above additional vaccine is used in
long stay institutions where elderly residents are given the vaccine at
the discretion of a medical officer.

Many doctors attached to industrial concerns vaccinate their
employees. This vaccine is not supplied through our Board.

In light of the widespread demand for vaccine from family doctors
during the months of October and November it is not felt necessary to
encourage or further promote its use.

Ald A FitzGerald 

'Can the Chief Executive Officer take steps to urgently provide a pram
shelter at the Health Centre. Larkhill Road, Whitehall, as a considerable
number of young mothers visiting this centre have complained about
the lack of facilities for them. When can this minor improvement take
place?'
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Reply

Arrangements have been made for the construction and erection of a 
pram shatter at Larkhill Health Centre.

It is expected that the work will be completed by 20 December 1985.

Cllr P De Rossa, TD 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer for details on:

(a) how the contracts for dental appliances are allocated, and

(b) if the supply of all dental appliances are on contract?'

Reply
(a) Contracts are entered into for the supply of dental appliances

following public advertisements for tenders.

Tenders are examined for price, location, previous supply
record etc. Generally the lowest tenders are accepted.

(b) All dental appliances are supplied on approved contracts.

Dr R Hawkins 

To outline for each Community Care Area the illegitimate birth rate for
1984 and year to date and have comparative figures for previous
years. In addition to outline the cost of this group to the Board'.

Reply

Births registration statistics are not at present compiled on the basis of
Community Care Areas. The following are the estimated numbers of
illegitimate births assigned to these areas on the basis of birth
notifications by hospitals for the years 1982, 1983, 1984 and from 1 
January 1985 to 30 September 1985. For comparison, the total
numbers of births so attributed are shown in brackets.

The cost of providing services to this specific group of people is not
calculated separately.
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Cllr C Murphy 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to indicate the policy of the Board
towards rodent control and eradication in Dublin City and County and,
further, what arrangements have been made, if any, towards the
implementation of this policy in the rest of the Board's area?'

Reply
Our Board is responsible for the implementation in our area of the Rats
and Mice Destruction Act. This Act places the onus on the occupier oi
a premises which is rat infested to get rid of the infestation. He may
however, seek the advice of our Board as to how he should go about
doing this.

If our Board becomes aware that a premises is rat infested and the
occupier is not taking adequate steps to deal with it we serve a 
Statutory Notice on the occupier directing him to deal with the
infestation.

In the Dublin area a Rodent Control Department has been in existence
for many years. It is staffed by two environmental health officers and
forty operators whose function is to lay rat bait in sewers, on refuse
dumps, at the Dublin Docks or wherever rats may become a problem.
This is done on a regular basis as continuing effort is necessary to keep
down the rat population.

If a private householder complains of rat infestation and reports the
matter to the Rodent Control Department an operator will visit the
house and give advice. On occasion he may lay rat poison as well as
giving advice. A similar service may be given, on request, to factories
and business premises but here a charge is made.

The Rodents Control Department based at Francis Street covers the
City and County and Dun Laoghaire. In Counties Kildare and Wicklow
the supervising environmental officers and their staff are available to
advise in the matter.

Cllr I Callely 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer

(i) The date of Beaumont Hospital's 'initiation'.

(ii) The date building commenced.

(iii) (a) The total cost of building to date;

(b) Total running cost since building completed.

(iv) The date of the handover from the Contractor to the
Department of Health.

(v) The expected date of opening.

(vi) The reported delay of opening was said to be the Consultants
private clinic site. Was there ever any agreement made for this
site? If so, when and what agreements were made?
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Reply
The information requested in this question was sought from Beaumontl
Hospital Board and the following answers have been received:

(i) The Beaumont Hospital Board was established by Statutory
Instrument No. 255 dated 2 August 1977.

(ii) The first sod was turned on site on 28 February 1978.

(iv) The hospital buildings were handed over by the Contractor on
29 July 1983.

(v) It is the policy of the Beaumont Hospital Board to open the
hospital as soon as possible.

The Beaumont Hospital Board expressed the opinion that replies to
parts (iii) and (vi) of the question should be sought from the Department
of Health and this has been done.

(8) Cllr I Caliely

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer

(i) What services/proposed services will be carried out for patients
in health board clinics?

(ii) Who will carry out the work?

(iii) Who will be responsible for diagnosing and/or referring
patients?

(iv) Will persons' general practitioners be informed?

(v) With whom does responsiblity lie?

Reply
(i) Our Board has 126 health centres throughout Dublin, Kildare and

Wicklow where clinics are held providing child health, immunisation,
dental, community welfare, social work, psychiatry, antenatal and
other services.

Not ad services are provided at all centres because of accommodation
limits and other reasons but child health and immunisation services are
provided in the vast majority.

The majority of centres also have public health nurses in attendance in
the forenoon. A small number of health centres provide for general
practitioners and have services such as blood pressure screening,
smear testing and family planning.

Listings of all of these clinics would be very extensive and subject to
frequent change. They are provided to members as part of the area
profile at meetings of the Community Care Committee.

(ii) 8- The services are provided mainly by the appropriate professional and
(iii) other members of the Board's staff but some, including general

practitioner sessions and maternity hospital antenatal clinics, are
provided by outside professionals. Any diagnosing or referral involved
is carried out by those persons.

(iv) Yes, where appropriate.

(v) Responsibility lies with the Board and with the professionals involved.
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129/85

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT

The Chief Executive Officer drew the members' attention to the
recommendation in the Report of the General Hospital Committee that the
Board should agree to the disposal of .086 acres at Wicklow District Hospital
to Wicklow Urban District Council who are developing a site adjoining the
hospital for the purpose of building homes for the elderly. The formal statutory
notice would be circulated and the matter would be on the agenda for the
January meeting of our Board.

In response to an enquiry from Dr Behan regarding the arrangements for the
filling of the vacancy caused by the absence of Mr Keyes on a year's leave, the
Chief Executive Officer stated that he had appointed Mr Michael Walsh,
General Administrator, Special Hospital Care Programme to act as Programme
Manager.

Dr Behan requested that it be recorded that he was unhappy with the situation
that, as members of a health board, they had no function in appointments of
this kind.

Dr Behan requested that a report be presented to the Board giving details of a 
recent court case concerning the assault on a doctor working in the psychiatric
service in the Eastern Health Board area.

130/85

ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE 1985

A meeting of the Working Group was held in St Mary's Hospital on 22
November 1985 at 11.30 am. Cllr J Sweeney, Chairman, Mrs D Clune, Vice-
Chairman, Cllrs P Hickey. J Reilly, F Hynes, Dr B O'Herlihy and Mr P Finegan
attended.

The following officers were in attendance:

Mr T Keyes, Deputy Chief Executive Officer

Mr F Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care

Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care

Mr J Reynolds, Finance Officer

Mr M O'Connor, Secretary

The following Report from the Chief Executive Officer was considered by the
Working Group:

"The trends in the Board's expenditure and income for the nine months to 30
September 1985 have been examined.

Members will recall that in my report on the expenditure to 30 June 1985 I 
reported that the Department of Health was specially examining the impact of
the expenditure of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board on our
Board's allocation. The Minister has since decided that any excess over the
GMS budget will be met by the Department and will not have to be borne by the
Health Board's allocation.

In reviewing our expenditure, therefore, we concentrated on the services
directly administered by our Board.
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Our original estimate of our net requirements, excluding the General Medical
Services (Payments) Board was £161.09M. This had to be cut by £5.35M to
bring it into line with the Minister's allocation of £155.74M.

In the Department's letter of 22 November 1984, notifying our Board of its
allocation, it was stated that the overall allocation could not be increased
except for matters for which special approval was given by the Department.

Our expenditure to 30 September 1985 was as follows:

Pay

Non-Pay

Gross Expenditure

Income

Net expenditure

£M

64.779

63.562

128.341

8.597

119.744

Taking into account the estimated expenditure to the end of the year, the out
turn for 1985 is estimated as follows:

£M

Pay

Non-Pay

Income

Net Expenditure

90.059
86.753

176.812

11.655

165.157

The estimated net expenditure for 1985 of the £165.157M represents an
increase of £9.417M over the original allocation of £155.74M.

This increase of £9.417M will be reduced by an additional allocation to cover
increases approved by the Department during the year. The costing of these
increases has been the subject of continuing discussions with th     e Department.
Subject to final ratification by the Department the excess net expenditure of
£9.417M should be reduced as follows:

£M

Excess over original budget 9.417

Less £M

Pay Awards 5.456

Pay Awards to Vol. Agencies                          0.900
Increased Allowances 0.516

Other Non-Pay Increases 1.324 8.196

Excess over revised budget 1.221
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It is clear therefore that we will be unable to achieve in full the mandated cut of
£5.35M. However, that we should achieve a cut of over £4M is a tribute to the
efforts which our staff have taken to achieve savings in what has been a most
difficult year."

Following a discussion to which Cllr Hickey, Dr O'Herlihy, Mrs Clune, Mr
Finegan, Cllr Reilly, Cllr Hynes and the Chairman contributed and to
which the Deputy Chief Executive Officer, the Programme Managers
and the Finance Officer replied, it was proposed by Dr O'HerHhy,
seconded by Cllr Hynes, and agreed to adopt the Report. It was also
agreed that a meeting should be sought with the Minister for Health to
discuss the level of our Board's allocation for Non-Capital Health
Expenditure for 1986.

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to
adopt the Report.

131/85

TEMPORARY BORROWING

The following Report No. 20/1985 from the Chief Executive Officer was
submitted.

At meeting held on 5 September 1985 the Board consented to the temporary
borrowing by way of overdraft up to an overall limit of £1.5M during the
quarter ending on 31 December 1985.

As similar overdraft accommodation may be required during the March quarter
1986,1 request that the Board consents to the borrowing by way of overdraft
during the three months to 31 March 1986 to a maximum of £1.5M.

On a proposal by Dr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to
adopt the proposal contained in the Report.

132/85

TALLAGHT HOSPITAL BOARD - MEMBERSHIP

The following Report No. 21/1985 from the Chief Executive Officer was
submitted.

The Tallaght Hospital Board consists of 24 members appointed by the Minister
for Health as follows:

(a) Appointed by the Minister for Health (including the Chairman) 8 

(b) From a panel of 6 persons nominated by the Eastern Health Board 3 

(c) From a panel of 8 persons nominated by the Adelaide Hospital 4 

(d) From a panel of 8 persons nominated by the Meath Hospital 4 

(e) From a panel of 4 persons nominated by the

National Children's Hospital 2 

(f) From a panel of 2 person nominated by Dr Steeven's Hospital 1 

(g) From a panel of 2 persons nominated by the
University of Dublin 1 

(h) On the nomination of the Minister for Finance 1 
24
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At the July meeting of our Board the fol lowing four members were nominated
for appointment by the Minister to fill t w o existing vacancies.

C l l r P Dunne
Cllr W Harvey
C l i r C Murphy

 A ld B Ahern, TD

The term of office of Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital
Care, on the Tallaght Hospital Board wil l expire on 22 February 1 9 8 6 . We have
been requested by the Department of Health to forward t w o names for
consideration by the Minister in respect of this vacancy. The nomination of
persons for appointment as members of other bodies is a funct ion of our Board.

Department of Health letter dated 9 October 1985 

The term of office of Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, Eastern Health Board 
on this board will expire on 22 February 1986. 

Per Article 2 of the Tallaght Hospital Board (Establishment) Order 1980 
(Amendment) Order 1984 three members of the Board shell be appointed from 
a panel of six persons nominated by the Eastern Health Board. 

The four names submitted by your Board are presently under consideration in 
relation to the filling of the two existing vacancies. 

Could you now please forward a further two names for consideration in respect 
of the vacancy which will occur in February 1986?* 

The fo l lowing letter dated 6 December 1985 f rom the Department of Health
was also submit ted:

I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to your Board's nominations 
for appointment to the Tallaght Hospital Board. 

The Minister is anxious to ensure that where public representatives are 
nominated to serve on hospital boards, they should be representative of and 
reflect the views of the population served by the particular hospital. The 
Minister considers that this is a reasonable view of the role of the public 
representatives on hospital boards and he is concerned that the nominations 
submitted by your Board do not seem to reflect this viewpoint. The Minister 
wishes to assure your Board that he is not in any way questioning the 
competence otherwise of the nominees proposed but is merely suggesting a 
review of the geographic distribution of your Board's nominations. 

The Minister would be glad if your Board would consider this matter further and 
let him know the  position'. 

The fol lowing were nominated fo r appointment as members of  the
Tallaght Hospital Board:

Cllr A  G r o o m e
Mr K Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr B Briscoe TD

Following a ballot the Chairman declared Cllr G r o o m e a n d Mr Hickey
elected.
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1 3 3 / 8 5

REPORTS O F P R O G R A M M E C O M M I T T E E S

(i) General Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Dr O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it w a s
agreed to adopt the Report.

(ii) Special Hospital Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it w a s
agreed to adopt the Report.

Dr Behan stated that he wished to query the accuracy of the minute
and referred to the resolution which had been adopted at the November
meeting of our Board. He expressed the v iew that it was not correct to
say that the Committee was making amendments to the draft report
'Proposed Development of a Community Based Adul t Psychiatric
Service' .

(iii) Community Care Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs Clune, seconded by Cllr Carroll , it w a s
agreed to adopt the report.

Cllr Hickey's suggestion that the Programme Manager should wr i te to
the Dublin County Council regarding the allocation of local authori ty
houses was agreed.

It was agreed that the observations made by Cllr Hynes on the
structure of meetings of the Community Care Programme Commit tee
wou ld be considered in consultation w i th the Chairman and the
Chairmen of the Programme Committees.

Dr Hawkins requested a report reviewing the first three months of the
measles vaccination campaign for the January meeting of our Board.

Fol lowing a discussion on the Questionnaires regarding Family Planning
Services which had been circulated to General Practitioners and
Pharmacists to which Dr Hawkins, Dr O'Herlihy, Dr Henry and Cllr De
Rossa contr ibuted, i t was agreed that the results to date of the survey
wou ld be made available to the members at the next meeting of our
Board.

1 3 4 / 8 5

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL C O M M I T T E E S

The reports of the fol lowing Local Committee meetings, having been
circulated, were dealt with as follows:

(i) Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 1 2 November 1 9 8 5 .

On a proposal by Cllr  Carrol l, seconded by Cllr Dillon-Byrne, it
w a s agreed to note the repor t .

(ii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 14 November 1 9 8 5 .

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey,  seconded by Cllr Carroll,  it w a s
agreed to note the repor t .
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Cllr Carroll drew the members' attention to the i tems regarding the
provision of new health centres in areas of population g rowth and to
the importance of the provision of suitable health centres in areas of
expanding population.

M O T I O N

(i) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Dillon-Byrne:

'That this Board undertake to provide an easily available service for 
cervical smear testing in all care areas in our region'. 

The motion was seconded by Dr Henry a n d , fol lowing a 
discussion to which Cllr Dillon-Byrne, Dr O'Herl ihy, Dr Hawkins,
Cllr De Rossa and Dr Henry contributed and to which Mr
Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care Service
replied, it was referred to the Community Care Programme
Committee for further examination and report.

(ii) The fol lowing motion was proposed by Cllr I Callely:

'That the Eastern Health Board calls on the Minister for Health to 
urgently set up a national programme with proper planning and 
implementation with regard to the now explosive health problem with 
the discovery of the new disease Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome'.

Fol lowlng a  discussion to which Cllrs Callely, DilIon-Byme,
D u n n e  a n d  D r  Behan contributed, and during which  Department
of Health letter dated 29 November 1 9 8 6 regarding the strategy
for controlling the spread of Acquired I m m u n e Deficiency
Syndrome in Ireland was noted, the motion w a s agreed.

It was agreed to adjourn the motions in the name of Cllr Mrs E 
Fitzgerald, who was unable to attend the meeting, to the January
meeting.

The fol lowing motions were proposed by Cllr P De Rossa, TD, and seconded by
Cllr Mrs Dillon-Byrne:

(iii) '(a) That the Eastern Health Board as a Family Planning Authority
under the Health Family Planning Act 1 9 7 9 as amended in
1985 wil l ensure that every citizen entit led to a Family Planning
Service can, conveniently and wi thout embarrassment avail of
such a service to suit his or her particular needs and that no
citizen entitled to a Family Planning Service wi l l be denied that
service because of inability to pay, lack of information or the
conscientious objections of Pharmacists, General Pracitioners
or Nurses  and the Board wil l  therefore aim to provide a 
comprehensive Family Planning Service in as many health
centres in each Community Care Area as wi l l provide a service
for all citizens entitled to such a service.

(b) That the Health Education Bureau be requested to provide in
tandem wi th the Board's Family Planning Programme, a Public
Health Campaign to include leaflets, posters, advert ising, talks
etc. and to deal w i th all the methods available and their various
advantages and disadvantages'.
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(iv) 'That while the Eastern Health Board is developing its Family Planning
Service and is dependent on General Practitioners, Pharmacistsand
Voluntary Groups to provide a service in certain areas, that the Board
will adopt the following guidelines:

(a) That where General Practitioners have no recognised
qualifications in all methods of Family Planning that the Board
will provide a comprehensive service to cover their area and
that the Board will ensure that a training programme will be
provided for its medical and nursing staff providing this service.

(b) That where Pharmacists in any area are unwilling to sell non-
medical contraceptives that the Board will arrange for the sale
of such contraceptives in accordance with the Act in a 
convenient health institution frequented by the general public
of that area.

(c) That where General Practitioners or Pharmacists who are
participating in the Board's Family Planning Programme, refuse
to allow the public to be notified of their participation, that the
Board provide an alternative service in the areas covered by
such Pharmacists and General Practitioners.

(d) That in areas where a restricted Family Planning Service only is
provided by voluntary groups, that the Board will provide a full
service in that area'.

(v) 'That male and female sterilisation will be available in at least one
Eastern Health Board hospital. That where nursing staff have
conscientious objections to assisting with such procedures, that the
Board will provide alternative nursing staff.'

Following a discussion to which Cllrs De Rossa, Mrs Dillon-Byrne, Dr
Hawkins, Dr O'Herlihy, Dr Behan, Dr Henry, Cllr Carroll, Mrs Bonar and
Cllr Harvey contributed and to which Mr Donohue, Programme
Manager, Community Care Service replied, it was agreed to refer the
three motions to the Community Care Committee for further
consideration.

Cllr Carroll and Mrs Bonar requested that it be recorded that they were
opposed to the proposals contained in the three resolutions.

On the suggestion of the Chairman it was agreed to adjourn the remaining
motions and correspondence to the January meeting of our Board.

136/85

OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr Callely requested that discussions take place with the Committee
responsible for the Kilmore West Centre in Community Care Area No. 8 with a 
view to ensuring that the Home Help Service in the area was not discontinued.

Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care undertook to examine this
matter with the Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health.
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The meeting concluded at 8.15 pm 

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer

 Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD

Minutes of proceedings of Special Meeting
held in

Board Room, St Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20
on Monday 16 December 1985 at 5.00 pm.

PRESENT

Ald B Ahern TD
Cllr O Bennett
Cllr B Briscoe TO
Cllr M Carroll
Cllr J Dillon-Byrne
Cllr P Dunne
Cllr E Fitzgerald
Cllr A Groome
Dr M Henry
Cllr F Hynes
Dr P McCarthy
Cllr J Reilly

APOLOGIES
Mr N Andrews TD

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr J Sweeney

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr F Beale
Mrs B Bonar
Cllr I Callely
Mrs D Clune
Prof J S Doyle
Sen A FitzGerald
Ald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick
Cllr W J Harvey
Cllr P Hickey
Dr D I Keane
Dr B O'Heriihy
Cllr J Sweeney

Mr P B Segrave, Chief Executive Officer
Mr T P Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care
Mr L Kavanagh, Personnel Officer
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer
Mr J Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care
Dr V Moloney, Director of Mental Handicap
Mr M Walsh, General Administrator, Special Hospital Care
Mr M O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat
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137/85

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD
ON 16 DECEMBER 1985

The meeting had been arranged at the request of the Minister for Health to
present his views to the Board on the Loughlinstown Project for the Mentally
Handicapped.

The Minister was accompanied by Mr L Flanagan, Secretary, Mr S Trant,
Assistant Secretary and Mr A Smith, Private Secretary.

The Chairman welcomed the Minister and his Officers and invited him to
address the members.

The Minister read a prepared address, copies of which were made available to
the members. He outlined the basis  on which the Project was being reviewed.

In concluding his address the Minister proposed that our Board and the
Department of Health, as a matter of urgency, should decide, within an agreed
short period, the scale of the Loughlinstown Project.

Following a discussion to which the Chairman, Cllrs Carroll, Hickey, Mrs
Fitzgerald, Dunne, Harvey, Mrs Dillon-Byrne, Dr Fitzpatrick, Doctors McCarthy,
O'Herlihy, Professor-Doyle and Mrs Bonar, the Chief Executive Officer and Dr
Vincent Moloney, Director of Mental Handicap contributed, the Chairman
thanked the Minister for coming to the meeting.

The Board agreed that officers of our Board and officers of the Department of
Health would meet at an early date to consider the Minister's proposals and to
obtain clarification of the issues raised by the members at the meeting.

Following these discussions and clarifications the Board would formally
consider the new proposals.

The meeting concluded at 7.30 pm

CORRECT: P B Segrave
Chief Executive Officer

Chairman






