
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10TH MAY, 2001. 
 
DO GACH COMHALTA DEN MBORD 
 
 
A CHARA, 
 
THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
WILL BE HELD IN THE BOARDROOM, NORTHERN AREA HEALTH 
BOARD HEADQUARTERS, UNIT B, SWORDS BUSINESS CAMPUS, 
BALHEARY ROAD, SWORDS, CO. DUBLIN ON  THURSDAY, 
17TH MAY, 2001.  TEA IS ARRANGED FOR 4.30 P.M. 
 
HEREUNDER IS THE AGENDA. 
 
 
 
MISE, LE MEAS, 
 
M. WINDLE 
---------------------------------------------- 
PRIOMH FEIDHMEANNACH 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CLAR 
 
1. CHAIRPERSONS BUSINESS 
 
2.  MINUTES OF PROCEEDING OF MONTHLY BOARD MEETING HELD 

ON 24TH APRIL, 2001, (COPY HEREWITH) 
 
 (A)  MATTERS ARISING  
  
3.  QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
4.  CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 
 
5. REPORT OF THE NATIONAL DISEASE SURVEILLANCE CENTRE – 

ANNUAL REPORT, 1999 
 (COPY HEREWITH) REPORT NO 16/2001 
 
6. SERVICE REPORT ON CANCER SERVICES, NORTHERN AREA 

HEALTH BOARD 



 REPORT NO 17/2001 (COPY HEREWITH)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 PROGRESS REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 (A) COMMUNITY SERVICES AND CONTINUING CARE 

COMMITTEE 
 (B) ACUTE HOSPITALS & PRIMARY CARE COMMITTEE 
 
8 NOTICES OF MOTION 
  
 8.1 CLLR IVOR CALLELY 
  (DEFERRED FROM APRIL, 2001 MEETING) 
 
  “THAT THE BOARD AGREE TO REVIEW ARRANGEMENTS IN 

PLACE FOR PROCESSING  AND ISSUING OF MEDICAL CARDS AND 
RENEWALS, THAT WE AGREE TO AMEND  REQUESTING 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION WHERE THE APPLICANT IS 
AUTOMATICALLY  ELIGIBLE SUCH AS PERSONS OVER 70 YEARS 
  

 
 8.2 CLLR C. BURKE 
 
  “THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE PROVIDE DETAILS OF THE 

COST OF PROVISION OF  BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMODATION 
FOR FAMILIES IN THE NORTHERN AREA  HEALTH BOARD 
AREA.” 

 
 8.3 CLLR C. BURKE 
  
  “THAT OUR BOARD SUPPORTS AND ENCOURAGES THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF A  “WET HOSTEL” IN THE NORTHERN AREA 
HEALTH BOARD” 

 
  
 
9 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly Board Meeting  
of the Northern Area Health Board 

held in the Boardroom, NAHB Headquarters, Swords Business Campus, 
Balheary Road, Swords, Co. Dublin 

 
On Thursday 17th May, 2001, at 5.00pm 

 
Present 

 
Cllr. C. Burke 

Ald. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. L. Creaven 
Mr Joe Fallon 
Cllr. D. Heney 
Dr. M. Laffoy 

Mr G. McGuire 
Dr. B. Murphy 
Cllr. E. O’Brien 
Mr. M. Cowley 

Cllr. M. O’Donovan 
Ms. C. Quinn 

 
In the Chair 

 
Cllr. Anne Devitt 

 
Apologies 

 
Ms. N. Harvey 
Mr. L. Tuomey 

 
 

Officers in Attendance 
 

Ms M. Windle, Chief Executive 
Mr M. Walsh, Asst Chief Executive 
Mr J. Lamont, Asst Chief Executive 
Mr P. Dunne, Asst Chief Executive 

Ms L.  McGuinness, Director of Finance 
Ms N. Byrne, Director of Communications 
Ms M. Kelly, Director Human Resources 
Ms. K. Fagan, Chief Executive’s Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 



41/2001. 
CHAIRPERSONS BUSINESS 
The Chairman read the following report: 
 
 
1. Condolences 
 

I am sure Members will join with me in expressing sincere sympathy with 
those whose names have been included on the list of Condolences, which has 
been circulated to Members. 

 
2. Schedule of Meetings/Visits 
 

A copy of Schedule of forthcoming Meetings/Visits has been circulated to all 
Members. 

 
3. Nominee to attend IPBMI Annual General Meeting 
 

The Protocol & Procedures Committee nominated Mr. Gerry McGuire to 
attend the Annual General Meeting of the IPBMI On 31st May, 2001 at The 
Burlington Hotel. 
 
 
 

The Chairman raised the issue of rotating the scheduled days for  Board Site Visits 
within the three Area Health Boards.  It   was agreed that the matter would be referred 
to the Protocol and Procedures Committee. 
 
42/2001. 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY BOARD MEETING HELD 
ON 24TH APRIL, 2001. 
 
On a proposal by Ald. Callely, T.D., seconded by Cllr. Creaven the minutes of 
meeting held on 24th April, 2001 were agreed. 
 
(a) Matters Arising 
 
Deputy Callely requested an up-date in relation to Orthodontics.  The Chief Executive 
confirmed that our Board has advertised for the temporary filling of the Consultant 
Orthodontist post pending advertising by the Local Appointments Commission.  She 
also outlined in detail the proposed new orthodontic scheme and advised that 
discussions are in progress with our Board’s Law Agents.  She agreed to keep 
members informed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



43/2001 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXEUCTIVE 
 
On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Creaven, it was agreed to answer 
the questions that had been lodged. 
 
 
1. Cllr. C. Burke 
 

“To ask the Chief Executive to report on what progress is being made on the 
proposed Young Persons Facility at Lower Gardiner Street and when it is 
scheduled to open” 

 
 

Reply 
 
At the Board Meeting on 16th November, 2000, the Board approved the 
acquisition of Glencourt, 67 Lr. Gardiner Street.   
 
The purchase was finalised on 20th December, 2000.  The premises was 
aquired to provide a drug treatment centre for younger drug users in the north 
inner city, in association with the drug court.   
 
The premises requires complete refurbishment and major internal adaptations 
to render it suitable for the purpose intended.  A design team was appointed in 
early February and following extensive consultation with Service Managers, 
the design brief is now finalised.  The Architect has revised the drawings and 
an application for planning permission will be lodged on 21st May 2001.   
 
Subject to receipt of planning it is anticipated that this premises will be ready 
for the provision of services in December 2001.   
 
However, a representative of the traders group from Gardiner Street has been 
in touch regarding possible alternative premises and our Board is in dialogue 
with them and currently considering the proposals. 

 
 
2. Cllr. C. Burke 
 

“To ask the Chief Executive how long is the waiting list for assessment at the 
City Clinic, Amiens Street.” 

 
 

Reply 
 

There is no waiting list for assessment at the City Clinic, Amiens’s Street. 
 
Assessments for services at City Clinic are now carried out at Summerhill 
Health Centre on Tuesday afternoons from 2.00p.m. to 4.00p.m.  No 
appointment is necessary. 



3. Cllr. E. O’Brien 
 

“To ask the CEO if the NAHB has signed a contract with the developer of the 
new Health Board offices and clinic in Ballymun.  To state if the problems 
encountered were of a financial issue rather than a design issue.” 

 
 

Reply 
 

The Northern Area Health Board has not as yet signed a contract with 
Ballymun Regeneration Ltd. in respect of the proposed new health centre and 
district H.Q. offices, which are part of the new Ballymun civic centre 
development 

 
Details of the proposed financial arrangements were made available to officers 
of our board in December 2000, along with planning permission details and 
outline drawings which were then superseded by revised sketches. 

 
Some initial difficulties have arose in matching our Board’s accommodation 
needs, in particular those relating to health centre services, to the proposed 
plans.  Our Architects, A&D Wejcherts are addressing these difficulties in 
consultation with the architects of Ballymun Regeneration Limited and the 
difficulties here are almost resolved. 

 
The full financial impact is being examined by our Finance Estate Manager 
and Law Agent.  Various elements of the package, including rental and 
sinking fund will be subject to negotiation up to  the point at which the legally 
binding agreement with BRL is signed. 

 
Our Board is fully committed to proceeding with plans for the development 
but the contract will only be signed contingent on agreement between both 
parties in relation to the accommodation needs and the financial package. 

 
 

 
44/2001 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT 
 
Following discussion on matters in the Chief Executive’s report, to which Cllr. Devitt, 
Ald. Callely, Cllr. Heney, Cllr. Burke, Cllr. O’Donovan, Mr. Cowley, Dr. Laffoy, Mr. 
McGuire and Mrs. Quinn contributed, and to which the Chief Executive, Mr. Walsh 
and the Human Resources Director responded, the report was noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERVICE MATTERS 
 
National Drugs Strategy Team 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, correspondence from Mr J. 
Duggan, Chairperson, National Drugs Strategy Team, outlining allocations for 
premises for Community Projects delivering drug programmes in the Local Drugs 
Task Force areas.  Projects funded are  
 
    Name     Allocation 
 
1 Mountview/Blakestown Community Drug Team  £30,000 
 
2. Moatview/Fairfield Rehabilitation    £60,000 
 
3. Bonnybrook/Fairfield Community Building Project  £502,000 
 
4. Ana Liffey Drug Project     £240,000 
 
5. The Cavan Centre      £63,000 
 
St. Paul’s Special School 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, copy of correspondence from 
Micheal Martin, T.D. Minister for Health and Children, to Ms Marie Cantwell, 
Principal, St Paul’s Special School, Beaumont Woods, Beaumont, Dublin 9, outlining 
the Minister’s approval of a National Lottery Grant of £30,000 towards the cost of the 
purchase of a replacement mini-bus to enable the children in St. Paul’s to participate 
in leisure and other activities. 
 
Back to School Clothing and Footwear Scheme 
 
The “Back to School Clothing and Footwear Scheme” administered by the Board’s 
Community Welfare Officers under guidelines issued by the Department of Social, 
Community and Family Affairs will commence on June 1st and finish on 30th 
September. 
 
A total of 22,275 persons in the ERHA area received a payment under this scheme in 
2000, with a total cost of £3,273,912.  Each person who received a payment in 2000, 
will receive a blank application form in the post within the next three weeks, and 
further application forms will be available at each Community Welfare Officer Clinic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Correspondence to”JAPAN” 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, copy of letter to the 
Management of “JAPAN” chainstores indicating our condemnation of the sale of 
teeshirts  which are targeting children.  I am pleased to confirm that “Japan” have 
withdrawn all tops from their stores with effect from 27th April, 2001 (copy of 
newspaper article attached also). 
 
PRESS RELEASES 
 
Copy of Press Release dated 1st May, 2001 from Mr Micheal Martin, T.D. Minister 
for Health & Children  announcing the All-Ireland Report on Cancer. 
 
SERVICE MATTERS 
 
Coroner’s Verdict –Incident – James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
 
Following the outcome of the Coroner’s court this week in respect of the sad death of 
Mr. George Wells (R.I.P.), the Independent Review Team can now proceed with their 
examination of the circumstances surrounding Mr. Wells death in James Connolly 
Memorial Hospital in December last year  
The Board deeply regrets this very sad incident and again acknowledges the distress 
caused to Mr. Wells’ family during this extremely difficult time. 
 
 
St. Brendan’s Hospital Site 
 
The Taoiseach, together with his colleagues, the Minister for Education and Science 
and the Minister for Health and Children, informed the Government of the 
establishment of an ad hoc Working Group, convened by the Taoiseach’s Department 
to examine the site at St. Brendan’s Hospital, Grangegorman, Dublin 7 to decide how 
it can be best developed to achieve Government policy priorities in meeting education 
and social service needs and in tackling construction industry capacity constraints. 
 
The membership of the Working Group includes the Eastern Regional Health 
Authority, the Northern Area Health Board, the Dublin Institute of Technology, 
Dublin Corporation and a representative from the Department of Health and Children, 
the Department of Education and Science, the Department of the Environment and 
Local Government and the Department of Public Enterprise and Finance. 
 
The first meeting of the Working Group was yesterday and the Working Group are 
expected to bring back a report to the Government by July. 
 
In the last number of weeks our Board engaged Architects, Cathal O’Neill & 
Associates to up-date our Board’s requirements for the St. Brendan’s Site.  This 
document is currently being costed in relation to our Board’s revised requirements.  I 
will report back to the members at next month’s Board Meeting. 
 
 
 



Medical Cards for Persons over 70 
 
The Government have approved a Bill to introduce medical cards to the over 70’s. 
I would like to advise members that an initial assessment of the potential impact of 
this for our Board, indicated there would be an increase of 20,000 applications 
approximately.  This must be measured against a net drop of approximately 3% in the 
number of medical cards currently issued.  Whilst there will be a decrease in time 
spent establishing eligibility, there will be an increase in related areas of work, i.e. 
issuing of appliances/chiropody/optical, etc.  Additional staff will be required but the 
exact numbers cannot be determined until the full impact of the changes is 
experienced. 
 
I have established a Working Group to estimate the impact and the additional 
resources required to meet any new development in relation to medical cards. 
 
It is difficult to gauge how many of the over 70 group are actually no longer living in 
the state or resident in private nursing homes. 
 
 
Northern Area Health Board – Provider Plan 2001 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, a copy of the Northern Area 
Health Board’s Provider Plan for 2001. 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASES 
 
“Eu Shortcuts” 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, copy of “Eu Shortcuts” which 
publishes the latest European Union news from the Brussels office of the European 
Health Management Association. 
 
“Mary Hanafin launches new Council for Children” 
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting, copy of press release dated 15th 
May in which Mary Hanafin, T.D., Minister for Children addressed the new National 
Children’s Advisory Council at it’s launch. 
 
 
45/2001 
REPORT OF THE NATIONAL DISEASE SURVEILLANCE CENTRE 
Annual Report 1999 
It was agreed to refer Report No.  16/2001 (copy filed with official minute) to the 
Acute Hospital and Primary Care Committee. 
 
 
 
 



46/2001 
SERVICE REPORT ON CANCER SERVICES 
Northern Area Health Board 
It was agreed to refer report No.  17/2001 (copy filed with official minute) to the 
Community Services and Continuing Care Committee Standing Committee 
 
 
47/2001 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
(i) Community Services and Continuing Care Committee 

On a proposal by Ald. Callely, T.D., seconded by Cllr Devitt, the report from 
the Community Services and Continuing Care Committee was agreed.  The 
following  matters were dealt with in the report 

 
 (a) Report on Services for Persons with Physical and Sensory Disabilities. 
 (b) Report on Services for Mentally Ill 

(c) Members agreed on a motion to the Board that the provision of Mental 
 Health Services to the prisons would be included in the Mental Health 
 Strategy. 

 
(ii) Acute Hospitals and Primary Care Standing Committee 
 On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Devitt, the report from the 
 Acute Hospitals and Primary Care Committee was agreed.  The following 
 matters were dealt with in the report. 
 
 (a) Comhairle na n-Ospideal – Immunology Services Report 
 (b) Report by the Department of Health and Children  -  Men and  
  Domestic Violence: What Reseach Tells Us. 
 
48/2001 
NOTICES OF MOTION  
 
1. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Devitt and seconded by Cllr. 
 Creaven. 
 
 “That the Board agree to review arrangements in place for processing and 

issuing of Medical Cards and renewals, that we agree to amend requesting 
financial information where the applicant is automatically eligible such as 
persons over 70 years.” 

 
Following a discussion to which Deputy Callely, Cllr. Devitt, Mrs. Quinn, 
Cllr. Heney and the Chief Executive contributed the motion was agreed.  The 
Chairman requested that the Chief Executive; in implementing the medical 
card scheme for over 70’s; be mindful of the issues raised by the members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Burke and seconded by Cllr. 
 Devitt. 
 

“That the Chief Executive provide details of the cost of provision of Bed & 
Breakfast accommodation for families in the Northern Area Health Board 
area.” 

 
Following a discussion to which Cllr. Burke, the Chief Executive and the 
Chairman contributed the motion was agreed. 
 
 

3. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Brien and seconded by Cllr. 
 Devitt. 
 

“That our Board supports and encourages the development of a “Wet Hostel” 
in the Northern Area Health Board.” 
 
Following a discussion to which Cllr. Burke, Mr. Walsh and the Chairman 
contributed, the motion was noted.  It was agreed that our Board should 
encourage and commence dialogue with Fingal County Council in relation to 
their plans for a “Wet Hostel”. 

 
 
 The meeting concluded at 6.35pm 
 
 
CORRECT: 
 
M. WINDLE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 
 
____________________________ 
CHAIRMAN 


